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PREFACE 


Sas a The p roceedings of the annual and special sessions of the All India Muslim 
League and its Council show how, through a variety of circumstances and vicis- 
itudes, the Mt slims of the sub- continent struggled for the establishment of Pakis- 
an unde a] dynamic leadership of Quaia-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. The 
over of ing  thém ‘were published i in the two volumes and in this sense the 

on and ab Sout the Foundations of Pakistan and were given the same 
lations of Pe kisi ste an i (Volume I and II) were well received by the 
rT nal, about the Pakistan Movement, and extracts 

by th be Indian, American and even Soviet 

nd writ gs. References hence are found, es 


Be 
ae 
ar 


sig n; Dew Page’s Prelude to Perdition; K.K. Aziz’s ; History of re 

akis an id Lal Bahadur’s Struggle for Pakistan. The two volumes of 

ons 0 Pakistan were out of print and there was great demand for their 

The Said volumes, however, did not include all the proceedings of the 

Wo te Sommittee of the Muslim League and hence the third volume is being 


By It was thought fit to include in the third volume the Addresses and 


mo nted by or on behalf of the Muslim League to the British Govern- 
and Vihar relevant material. The famous Address presented to Lord Minto 





Fontes ee ———— | 4 h od Fourteen Points of Mr. M.A. Jinnah have alse been incorporated. 
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the resolutions passed and the speeches made by the Muslim Leaders at important 
cities of the sub-continent. It is interesting to refer to the speech made by Shams- 
ul-Ulma Maulvi Shibli Nomani, well known religious scholar, on 27th April 1909 at 
Lucknow. His observations belie the distortions made by pro-Congress writers 
who quote his writings and poems out of context and without reference to the 
period pertaining to the Muslim League. It may be mentioned that Shibli had died 
when Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah assumed leadership of the Muslim 
League. Maulana Shibli moved the following resolution. 

“That the meeting is of opinion that unless the claim of the Mahomedans for a 

separate register and for the adequacy of their representation obtain full 

recognition, the reforms scheme, far from being beneficial, must prove 
dangerous”. 

Maulana Shibli said that as an educationalist he had never before inter- 
fered in political affairs, but the importance of the occasion now demanded that he 
should throw in his lot with his country man. He did not wish to accentuate the 
already strained relations between the two communities. It seemed to him that 
there was nothing to be said in favour of mixed electorates but, on the other hand, 
separate electorates would be useful to both parties. He urged that Mohamedans 
knew their own interests better than Hindus. (Indian Daily Telegraph, 29th April 
1909). 

The resolutions of the Working Committee of the Muslim League have 
beén taken from the official publications of the Muslim League, especially those 
issued by (Nawabzada) Liaquat Ali Khan, its General Secretary. Some proceed- 
ings have been taken from the newspapers. 

_. There is a Draft Resolution in Volume 120 of Archives of Freedom Move- 
ment, Karachi: University which was tabled at the meeting of the Muslim League 
held on 22nd October 1939 which speaks about the ideal of independence in the 
shape of constitution of a confederation of free states of India. The name of the 
author is not indicated but there are substantial similarities in the provisions of the 
said draft resolution and the confederal scheme of Sir Sikander Hayat Khan. It may 
be that the said Draft Resolution was actually considered and rejected by the 
Working Committee on 3rd February 1940 about which a reference has been made 
by Chowdhry Khaliquzaman in Pathway to Pakistan. The Draft Resolution has 
been included in this volume. The official publication of the Muslim League does 
not mention Resolution No.14 adopted by the Working Committee on or about Sth 
February 1940 which reads as follows; 

(14) The Committee considered the question of Muslim demands and future 

constitution of India. the following broad outlines were agreed to:- 





Preface 


Mussalmans are not a minority in any sense of the word. They are a 
nation. 
British system of democratic Parliamentary Party System of Government 
‘snot suited to the genius and conditions of the people of India. 
Those zones which are composed of majority of Mussalmans in the 
physical map of India shouldbe constituted into Independent Dominions 
indirect relationship with Great Britain. 
In those zones where Muslims are in minority their interests and those of 
other minorities must be adequately and effectively safeguarded and 
similar safeguards shall be provided for the Hindus and other minorities 
in the Muslim Zones. 

< ‘The various units in each Zone shall form component parts of the 

Federation inthat Zone as autonomous units. 

‘he above Resolution is found in File No.129 of the Archives of Freedom 


ae, 
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5. The Memorial was traced by Dr. K.K. Aziz from the India 
y. Dr 

sjudé to separate Muslim representation, as is commonly supposed, 

f the political process which had begun to unfold during the momen- 

ies of the 19th Century” (Muslim Politics and Leadership in South Asia). 

the culmination was the demand for a separate Muslim state and its 


establishment under the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah which is reflected in 
documents incorporated in the three volumes of Foudnations of Pakistan. 


we lam thankful to Dr. Jamil Jalibi, former Vice Chancellor of the Karachi 


versity for the assistance rendered by him. I appreciate the efforts of 


Jamshed Mirza in expediting the publication of these volumes. 


Karachi, September 1989. 
S.S . Pirzada. 
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Tes 5 ¢ ane Seaham aiaee Deputation with Names of its Members 
he 
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on FTE 1, MUHAMMADAN DEPUTATION 


> Y our -Exce Hency, — Availing ourselves of the permission 
he unders: igned “nok bles, jagirdars, talukdars, lawyers, 
1 others entir a large body of the Mohammedan 
erent parts of India, beg most 


h the: following address for your 


and appreciate ate “the incalculable benefits conferred by 

1g millions be onging to divers races and professing divers 
populs tion of the vast continent of India; and have every 

for the ; ace, security, personal freedom, and liberty of wor- 


s Further, from the wise and oe charter of the 


sek cn d that India will, in the future, occupy an meensnaiy impor- 


on a 
ae) ie 


vs and. wisl es of the people of the country in mattcrs affecting their interests, 
¢ regard always to the diversity of race and rcligion, which forms such an 

ort int feature of all Indian problems. 
4, Beginning with the confidential and unobtrusive mcthod of consulting 
tial members of important communitics in different parts of the country, this 








Foundation of Pakistan 


principle was gradually extended by the recognition of the right of recognised 
political or commercial organisations to communicate to the authorities their 
criticisms and views on measures of public importance; and, finally, by the nomina- 
tion and election of direct representatives of the people in Municipalities, District 
Boards, and — above all — in the Legislative Chambers of the country. This last 
element is, we understand, about to be dealt with by the Committee appointed by 
Your Excellency, with the view of giving it further extension; and it is with reference 
mainly to our claim to a fair share in such extended representation and some other 
matters of importance affecting the interests of our community that we have ven- 
tured to approach Your Excellency on the present occasion. 

5. The Mohammedans of India number, according to the census taken in 
the year 1901, over sixty-two millions, or between one-fifth and one-fourth of the 
total population of His Majesty’s Indian dominions; and if a reduction be made for 
the uncivilised portions of the community enumerated under the heads of animists 
and other minor religions, as well as for those classes who are ordinarily classified 
as Hindus, but, properly speaking, are not Hindus at all, the proportion of Moham- 
medans to the Hindu majority becomes much larger. We therefore desire to submit 
that, under any system of representation, extended or limited, a community in itself 
more numerous than the entire population of any first class European power, ex- 
cept Russia, may justly lay claim to adequate recognition as an important factor in 
the State. We venture, indeed, with Your Excellency’s permission, to go a step fur- 
ther, and urge that the position accorded to the Mohammedan community in any 
kind or representation, direct or indirect, and in all other ways, affecting their 
status and influence, should be commensurate not merely with their numerical 
strength, but also with their political importance, and the value of the contribution 
which they make to the defence of the Empire; and we also hope that Your Excel- 
lency will, in this connection, be pleased to give due consideration to the position 
which they occupied in India a little more than a hundred years ago, and of which 
the traditions have naturally not faded from their minds. 

6. The Mohammedans of India have always placed implicit reliance on the 
sense of justice and love of fair dealing that have characterised their rulers, and 
have, in consequence, abstained from pressing their claims by methods that might 
prove at all embarrassing; but earnestly as we desire that the Mohammedans of 
India should not in the future depart from that excellent and time-honoured tradi- 
tion, recent events have stirred up feelings, especially among the younger gencra- 
tion of Mohammedans, which might in certain circumstances and under certain 
contingencies, easiiy pass beyond the control of temperate counsel and sober 
guidance. 








7. We, therefore, pray that the representations we hcrewith venture to sub- 
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mit, after a careful consideration of the views and wishes of a large number of our 
co-religionists in all parts of India, may be favoured with Your Excellency’s earnest 
attention. 

8. We hope Your Excellency will pardon our stating at the outset that rep- 
resentative institution of the European type are new to the Indian people. Many of 
the most thoughtful members of our community, in fact, consider that the greatest 
care, forethought, and caution will be necessary if they are to be successfully 
adapted to the social, religious, and political conditions obtaining in India; and 
that, in the absence of such care and caution, their adoption is likely, among other 
evils, to place our national interests at the mercy of an unsympathetic majority. 

Since, however, our rulers have, in pursuance of the immemorial instincts 
and traditions, found it expedient to give these institutions an increasingly impor- 
tant place in the government of the country, we Mohammedans cannot any longer, 
in justice to our own national interests, hold aloof from participating in the condi- 
tions to which their policy has given rise. While, therefore, we are bound to ac- 
knowledge with gratitude that such representation as the Mohammedans of India 
have hitherto enjoyed has been due to a sense of justice and fairness on the part of 
Your Excellency and your illustrious predecessors in office, and the Heads of Local 
Governments by whom the Mohammedan members of Legislative Chambers have, 
almost without exception, been nominated, we cannot help observing that the rep- 
resentation thus accorded to us has necessarily been inadequate to our require- 


ments, and has not always carried with it the approval of those whom the nominees 


were selected to represent. This state of things was probably, under existing cir- 
cumstances, unavoidable; for while, on the one hand, the number of nominations 
reserved to the Viceroy and Local Governments has necessarily been strictly 
limited, the selection, on the other hand, of really representative men has, in the ab- 
sence of any reliable method of ascertaining the direction of popular choice, been 
far from easy. As for the results of election, it is most unlikely that the name of any 
Mohammedan candidate will ever be submitted for the approval of Government by 
the electoral bodies as now constituted, unless he is in sympathy with the majority 
in all matters of importance. Nor can we, in fairness find fault with the desire of our 
non-Moslim fellow-subjects to take full advantage of their strength and vote only 
for members of their own community, or for persons who, if not Hindus, are ex- 
pected to vote with the Hindu majority, on whose good-will they have to depend for 
their future re-election. 

It is true that we have many and important interests in common with our 
Hindu fellow-countrymen, and it will always be a matter of the utmost satisfaction 
to us to see these interests safeguarded by the presence, in our Legislative Cham- 
bers, of able supporters of these interests irrespective of their nationality. Still it 
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cannot be denied that we Mohammedans are a distinct community with additional 
interests of our own, which are not shared by other communities, and these have 
hitherto suffered from the fact that they have not been adequately represented. 
Even in the provinces in which the Mohammedans constitute a distinct majority of 
the population, they have too often been treated as though they were inappreciably 
small political factors that might, without unfairness, be neglected. This has been 
the case, to some extent, in the Punjab; but in a more marked degree in Sind and in 
Eastern Bengal. 

9, Before formulating our views with regard to the election of repre- 
sentatives, we beg to observe that the political importance of a community to a con- 
siderable extent gains strength or suffers detriment, according to the position that 
the members of that community occupy in the service of the State. If, as is unfor- 
tunately the case with the Mohammedans, they are not adequately represented in 
this manner, they lose in the prestige and influence which are justly their due. We, 
therefore, pray that Government will be graciously pleased to provide that, both in 
the gazetted and the subordinate and ministerial services of all Indian provinces, a 
due proportion of Mohammedans shall always find place. Orders of like import 
have, at times, been issued by Local Governments in some provinces, but have not 
unfortunately, in all cases, been strictly observed, on the ‘ground that qualified 
Mohammedans were not forthcoming. This allegation, however well-founded it 
may have been at one time, is, we submit, no longer tenable now, and wherever the 
will to employ them is not wanting, the supply of qualified Mohammedans, we are 
happy to be able to assure Your Excellency, is equal to the demand. Since, 
however, the number of qualified Mohammedans has increased, a tendency is un- 
fortunately perceptible to reject them on the ground of relatively superior qualifica- 
tions having to be given precedence. This introduces something like the competitive 
element in its worst form, and we may be permitted to draw Your Excellency’s at- 
tention to the political significance of the monopoly of all official influence by one 
class. We may also point out in this connection that the efforts of Mohammedan 
educationists have, from the very outset of the educational movement among them, 
been strenuously directed towards the development of character, and this, we ven- 
ture to think, is of greater importance than mere mental alertness in the making of 
a good public servant. 

10. We venture to submit that the generality of Mohammedans in all parts 
of India feel aggrieved that Mohammedan Judges are not more frequently ap- 
pointed to the High Courts and Chief Courts of Judicature. Since the creation of 
these Courts, only three Mohammedan lawyers. have held these honourable ap- 
pointments, all of whom have full justified their elevation to the Bench. At the 








present moment there is not a single Mohammedan Judge sitting on the Bench of 
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while there are three Hindu Judges in the Calcutta High Court, 
jon of Mohammedans in the population is very large; and two in 
f the Punjab, where the Mohammedans form the majority of the 
ot therefore an extravagant request On our part that a Moham- 
P a seat on the Bench of each of the High Courts and Chief 
Mohammedan lawyers eligible for these appointments can always 
‘one province then in another. We beg permission further to sub- 
ceon the Bench of these Courts of a Judge, learned in Moham- 
a source of considerable strength to the administration of jus- 
































and District Boards have to deal with important local in- 
eat extent the health, comfort, educational needs, and even 
scerns of the. inhabitants, we shall, we hope, be pardoned if we 
‘ You cell .c ?s attention to the position of Mohammedans 
| r concetns,.‘These institutions form, .as it were, the 
nent, and it is here that the principle of 
» the intelligence of the people. Yet the 
not at present regulated by any guid- 
,oand»practice varies in different 
§ divided into six wards, and each 
mmissioner; and the same prin- 
pted in r of Municipalities in the Punjab and 
1 many place Mohammedan tax-payers are not ade- 

Ve would , therefore, respectfully suggest that local authority 

be required | ‘declare the number of Hindus and Moham- 

to si ats On Municipal and District Boards, such proportion to be 
-e with the numerical strength, social status, influence, and 
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either community. Once their relative proportion is 
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turn their own representatives, as in the practice in many towns 













w.also suggest that the Senates and Syndicates of Indian Univer- 

imilarly dealt with: that is to say, there should, so far as possible, be 
ative declaration of the proportion in which Mohammedans are entitled 
Te esented in either body 

___ 13; We now proceed to the consideration of the question of our repre- 

sentation in the Legislative Chambers of the country. Beginning with the Provincial 

c Our cils ; we would most respectfully suggest that, as in the case of Municipalities 

and Dis trict Boards, the proportion of Mohammedan representatives entitled to a 
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seat should be determined and declared with due regard to the important con- 
siderations which we have ventured to point out in paragraph 5 of this address; and 
that the important Mohammedan landowners, lawyers, merchants, and repre- 
sentatives of other important interests, the Mohammedan members of District 
Boards and Municipalities, and the Mohammedan graduates of Universities, of a 
certain standing, say 5 years, should be formed into electoral college, and be 
authorised, in accordance with such rules of procedures as Your Excellency’s 
Government may be pleased to prescribe in that behalf, to return the number of 
members that may be declared to be eligible. 

14, With regard to the Imperial Legislative Council, whereon the due rep- 
resentation of Mohammedan interests is a matter of vital importance, we crave 
leave to suggest: 

(1) That, in the cadre of the Council, the proportion of Mohammedan 
representatives should not be determined on the basis of the numerical 
strength of the community, and that, in any case, the Mohammedan 
representatives should never be anineffective minority. 

(2) That, as far as possible, appointment by election should be given 
preference over nomination. ) 

(3) That, for purposes of choosing Mohammedan members, Mohammedan 
landowners, lawyers, merchants, and representatives of other important 
interests of a status to be subsequently determined by Your Excellency’s 
Government, Mohammedan members of the Provincial Councils and 
Mohammedans Fellows of Universities should be invested with electoral 
powers to be exercised in accordance with such procedure as may be 
prescribed by Your Excellency’s Governmentin that behalf. , 

15. An impression has lately been gaining ground that one or more Indian 
Members may be appointed on the Executive Council of the Viceroy. In the event 
of such appointments being made, we beg that the claims of Mohammedans in that 
connection may not be overlooked. More than one Mohammedan, we venture to 
say, will be found in the country fit to serve with distinction in that august chamber. 

16. We beg to approach Your Excellency on a subject which most closely 
affects our national welfare. We are convinced that our aspirations as a community 
and our future progress are largely dependent on the foundation of a Moham- 
medan University, which will be the centre of our religious and intellectual life. We 
therefore most respectfully pray that Your Excellency will take steps to help us in 
an undertaking in which our community is so deeply interested. 

17. In conclusion, we beg to assure Your Excellency that, in assisting the 
Mohammedan subjects of His Majesty, at this stage in the development of Indian 
affairs, in the directions indicated in the present address, Your Excellency will be 


strengthening the basis of their unswerving loyalty to the Throne and laying the 





6 


ae we 
. 1Q) CAJLIIYL, | 
<<) ga 


Address Of The Muhammadan Deputation 


tion of | eit »political advancement and national prosperity, and Your 


| ; | or cy’t ‘name will be remembered with gratitude by their posterity for genera- 


| apidowe feel confident that Your Excellency will be gracious enough 


sideration to our prayers. 


Be const e Members of the Muslim Deputation to the Viceroy on October 


lowing waited onthe Viceroy: 
ess Aga Sir Sultan Mahomed Shah Aga Khan, G.C.LE. 
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_ (Bombay): “~ , 
h Bakhtiar Shah, O.LE., Head of the Mysore family, Calcutta. 


© MalikOmar Hayatt Khan, C.LE., Lieutenant 17th Prince of 


2 2 
a 


/ “ r aa t ,, 4 ¢ 
Z g a otisea ore 
RS > nT ths 

8 
. 


Wales’ Tiwana Lancers, Tiwana, Shahpur (Punjab). 
Hon’ble Khan Bah: dur Mian Mohamed Shah Din, Bar-at-Law, Lahore. 
Je Maulvi Sharfuddin; Bar-at-Law, Patna. © 
hadur Syed Nawab’ Ali Chowdhury, Mymensingh (Eastern 
esti +f oa 


Lo inwKNne 


Alas}. a x: 
| afiuddin Ahmec Bar-at 
| Oe ee 
brahimbhoy Ac am ji Peerbhoy, General Merchant (Bombay) 
{r. Abdur Rahirr _Bar-at-Law, Calcutta. 
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s 
» 


ye | All ahdad. Shah, Special Magistrate and Vice-President, 

-Zamindars’ Ass jation, Khairpore (Sindh) 

17. Maulana H.M. Malak, Head of Mehdi Bazh Bohras, Nagpur (Central 
« oe La [~.. BSE + ae 


8. N ushir-ud-Doula Mumtazal-ul-Mulk Khan Bahadur, Khalifa Syed 
} M ) 1ammed Hussain, Member of the State Council of Patiala (Punjab). 
9, Kha n Bahadur Col. Abdul Majid Khan, Foreign Minister, Patiala 


bce d 


20, an Bahadur Khwaja Yusuf Shah, Hony. Magistrate, Amritsar 


jab). 


= a. “Mian Mohomed Shafi, Bar-at-Law, Lahore (Punjab) 


:aikh Ghulam Sadik, Amritsar (Punjab) 
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24. Munshilhtisham Ali, Zamindar and Rais, Kabori (Oudh) 

25. Syed Nabi Ullah, Bar-at-Law, Rais Kara, Dist. Allahabad. 

26. MaulviSyed Karamat Husain, Bar-at-Law, Allahabad. 

27. Syed Abdulraoof, Bar-at-Law, Allahabad. 

28. MunshiAbdur Salam Khan, retired sub-judge, Rampur 

29. Khan Bahadur Mohamed Muzammil Ullah Khan, Zamindar, Secretary 
Zamindars’ Association, United Provinces, and Joint Secretary, M.A.O. 
College Trustees, Aligarh. 

30. HajiMohamed Ismail Khan, Zamindar, Aligarh. 

31. Sahabzada Aftab Ahmed Khan, Bar-at-Law, Aligarh. 

32. Maulvi Mushtaq Hussain, Rais Amroha, United Provinces 

33, Maulvi Habibul Rahman Khan, Zamindar, Bhikhanpur, ‘United 
Provinces. 

34. Nawab Syed Sirdar Ali Khan, son of the late Nawab Sirdar Diler-ul-Mulk 

Bahadur, C.I.E., Hyderabad (Deccan) . 

35. Maulvi Syed Mahdee Ally Khan (Muhsin-ul-Mulk), Hony. Secretary 
M.A.O. College, Aligarh, Etawah, United Provinces. 

(B) The following intended to be person on the occasion but were prevented 

byillness or other cause: . 

1. Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Salimulla Nawab of Dacca 

2. Hon’ble Nawab Haji Mohamed Fateh Ali Khan Qazelbash, Lahore 

3. Hon’bleSyed Zainul, Edros! Surat | 

4. Khan Bahadur Kasim Mir Ghayasuddin Peerzadah of Broach 

5. KhanBahadur RajaJahandad of Hazara. 

6. ShaikhShahid Hussain of Lucknow 


Lord Minto’s Reply 

Allow me, before I attempt to reply to the many considerations your ad- 
dress embodies, to welcome you heartily to Simla. 

Your presence here today is very full of meaning. To the document with 
which you have presented me are attached the signatures of nobles, of ministers of 
various States, of great landowners, of lawyers, of merchants, and of many others of 
His Majesty Mohammedan subjects. I welcome the representative character of 
your Deputation as expressing the views and aspirations of the enlightened Moslim 
community of India. I feel that all you have said emanates from a representative 
body, basing its opinions on a matured consideration of the existing political condi- 
tions of India, totally apart from the small portion or political sympathies and an- 
tipathies of scattered localities; and I am grateful to you for the opportunity you are 
affording me of expressing my appreciation of the just aims of the followers of 
Islam and their.determination to share in the political history of our Empire. 
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Address Of The Muhammadan Deputation 


ge your Viceroy, I am proud of the recognition you express of the benefits 


La 


Pia nferred by British rule on the diverse races of many creeds who go to form the 
Bo sulation of this huge continent. You yourselves, the descendants of a conquering 
~ and nuling race, have to 


Id me today of your gratitude for the personal freedom, the 
ty of worship, the general peace, and the hopeful future which British ad- 


uC 


gee ; interesting to look back on early British efforts to assist the Moham- 


| medan population to qualify themselves for public service. In 1782 Warren Hast- 


. Calcutta Madrassah with the intention of enabling its students “to 
“equal terms with the Hindus for employment under Govern- 
11) iy ancestor, Lord Minto, advocated improvements in the Madras- 
the establishment:of Mohammedan colleges at other places throughout 
fer vears. theefforts: of the Mohammedan Association led to the 
‘t Resolution 6f1885;.dealing with the educational position of the 

. uni ir,employment in the public service whilst 

] effort hasculminated in the College of Aligarh, that 

oble and b ‘oad-minded devotion of Sir Syed Ahmed 

-elicionists. It was in July 1877 that Lord Lytton laid 

“Syed. Ahmed Khan addressed these 
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me this assurance is very valuable, and a source of 


ne o ‘itis comfort to me to feel that the undertaking 
y years, < nd is now, the sole object of my life, has roused, on 

d. the energies of my own countrymen, and, on the other, has won the 

of our Bi ritis n fell ow-subjects and the support of our rulers; so that when 
rs I may still be spared are over, and when I shall be no longer amongst 
college will still ‘prosper, and succeed in educating my countrymen to have 
1 ection fo their country, the same feelings of loyalty for the British rule, 


PA : : . . : : 

ppreciation. of its blessings, the same sincerity of friendship with our 
ibjects, as have been the ruling feclings of my life. 

ligarh has won its laurels. Its students have gone forth to fight the battle 


2 tenets of their own religion, strong in the precepts of loyalty and 


m, and now, when there is much that is critical in the political future of 


# 


dia, the ns jiration of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan and the teachings of Aligarh shine 
orth brilliantly in the pride. of Mohammedan history, in the loyalty, commonsense, 
id sound reasoning so eloquently expressed in your address. 
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But, Gentlemen, you go on to tell me that sincere as your belief is in the 
justice and fair dealing of your rulers and unwilling as you are to embarrass them at 
the present moment, you cannot but be aware that “recent events” have stirred up 
feelings amongst the younger generation of Mohammedans which might “pass 
beyond the control of temperate counsel and sober guidance”. Now I have no in- 
tention of entering into any discussion upon the affairs of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, yet I hope that, without offence to anyone, I may thank the Mohammedan 
community of the new provinces for the moderation and self- restraint they have 
shown under conditions which were new to them, and as to which there has been 
inevitably much misunderstanding, and that I may at the same time sympathize with 
all that is sincere in Bengali sentiment. But above all, what I would ask you to 
believe is that the course the Viceroy and the Government of India have pursued in 
connection with the affairs of the new Province, the future of which is now assured, 
has been dictated solely by a regard for what has appeared best for its present and 


future populations as a whole, irrespective of race or creed; and that the Moham-: 


medan community of Eastern Bengal and Assam can rely as firmly as ever on 
British justice and fair-play for the appreciation of its loyalty and the safeguarding 
of its interests. 

You have addressed me, gentlemen, at a time when the political atmos- 
phere is full of change. We all feel it. It would be foolish to attempt to deny its exist- 
ence. Hopes and ambitions new to India are making themselves felt. We cannot ig- 
nore them. We should be wrong to wish to do so. But to what is all this unrest due? 
Not to the discontent of misgoverned millions, I defy anyone honestly to assert that; 
not to any uprising of a disaffected people; it is due to that educational growth in 
which only a very small portion of the population has as yet shared, of which British 
rule first sowed the seed, and the fruits of which British rule is now doing its best to 
foster and to direct. There may be many tares in the harvest we are now reaping; 
the Western grain which we have sown may not be entirely suitable to the require- 
ments of the people of India, but the educational harvest will increase as years go 
on, and the healthiness of the nourishment it gives will depend on the careful ad- 
ministration and distribution of its products. 

You need not ask my pardon, Gentlemen, for telling me that “repre- 
sentative institutions of the European type are entirely new to the people of India”, 
or that their introduction here requires the most earnest thought and care. I should 
be very far from welcoming all the political machinery of the Western world 
amongst the hereditary instincts and traditions of Eastern races. Western breadth 
of thought, the teachings of Western civilisation, the freedom of British in- 
dividuality can do much for the people of India. But I recognise with you that they 
must-not-carry-with them.an impracticable insistence _on the acceptance of political 
methods. 
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And now, Gentlemen, I come to your own position in respect to the politi- 
cal future — the position of the Mohammedan community for whom you speak. 

You will, I feel sure, recognise that it is impossible for me to follow you 
through any detailed consideration of the conditions and the share that community 
has a right to claim in the administration of public affairs. I can at present only deal 
with generalities. The points which you have raised are before the Committee 
which, as you know, I have lately appointed to consider the question of repre- 
sentation, and I will take care that your address is submitted to them. But at the 


i ame time I hope I may be able to reply to the general tenor of your remarks 


ithout in any way forestalling the Committee’s report. 
“The pitch of your address, as I understand it, is a claim that, in any system 
resentation, whether it affects a Municipality, a District Board, or a Legisla- 
ouncil, in which is it proposed to introduce or increase an electoral organisa- 
© Moharimedan community should be represented as a community. You 
mat y cases electoral bodies as now constituted cannot be expected 
an candidate, and that, if by chance they did not so, it could 
uch a candidate’s views to those of a majority opposed to 
suld in no way represent, and you justly claim that 
t mer sly on. your numerical strength, but in 
ir community and the service it has 
1 accord with you. Please do not 
indicate by what means the representation 


| i firmly convinced as I believe you to be, 
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ral represent on in India would be doomed to mischievous failure 
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at granting a personal enfranchisement regardless of the beliefs and 
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ons of th ommuni ies composing the population of this continent. The 
at mass of | > people of India have no knowledge of representative institutions, 
I agree with you, Gentlemen, that the initial rungs in the ladder of self-government 
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found in the Municipal and District Boards, and that it is in that direction 
™m ust look for the gradual political education of the people. In the mean- 
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time ] [ can only say to you that the Mohammedan community may rest assured that 
their political rights and interests as a community will be safeguarded in any ad- 
min istrative reorganisation with which I am concerned, and that you and the people 
of India may rely upon the British Raj to respect, as it has been its pride to do, the 
"religious beliefs and the national traditions of the myriads composing the popula- 
__ tion of His Majesty’s Indian Empire. 














Minto To Morley 
VICEREGAL LODGE, 


SIMLA. 
4th October 1906. 


My dear Mr. Morley, 


I know my letters to you have been very hurried lately owing to pressure of 
work, and I am afraid this must be the same; however, I am sure you will under- 
stand the circumstances. Matters connected with the Mahomedan Deputation took 
up a great deal of my time, and last night we had a farewell dinner to Arundel and 
speeches with the-worry they always entail in the midst of other things to do. 

As to the Deputation, I very much hope you will be satisfied with the 
reports of my speech. I arranged with Reuter, as the occasion was so exceptional, to 
send home a pretty full summary, and I enclose you a copy of the address and my 
reply to it. I was very anxious to avoid appearing to take sides, while yet heartily ac- 
knowledging the soundness of Mahomedan arguments. I also kept clear of any 
direct allusion to Partition, or to Fuller’s resignation. As far as I can judge, the 
whole affair was an immense success. The members of the Deputation were more 
than satisfied, and we had a garden party for them in the afternoon, when I had op- 
portunity of talking to many of them individually. The newspapers too, have been 
very satisfactory in all they have said, and I am glad to sce from Reuter that my 
speech seems to have been approved at home. The Aga Khan, who headed the 
Deputation, lunchced here a few days ago, and I had much talk with him. He agrees 
‘with all the natives with whom I have talked who are worth mentioning that India is 
quite unfit for popular representation in our sense of the word, but that a greater 
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share should be given to natives in the higher administrative posts. Sir Hirnam 
Singh, whom I also lately discussed things with, said exactly the same thing. He is 
very moderate in his views, though he was supposed at one time to have a chance 
for next year’s Presidency of the Congress. 

Somewhat to my surprise, Arundel’s Committee has almost completed its 
work and its report has already, to a great extent, been drafted. I have not yet seen 
the draft. I want to have a talk with Arundel about it before saying more to you. I 
think it would be best for me to send you a copy of the report privately before we 
attempt to deal with it here officially. 1 believe the Committee will recommend a 
very considerable addition to the Legislative Councils. The wisdom of this will 
depend largely on the fair representation of various communities and interests, and 
I do not as yet know what lines they follow in this direction. There is a marked 
division of opinion, I hear, as to a native Member of the Viceroy’s Council, but I 
will leave these matters alone for the present till I know more about them, which I 
hope I shall do when I next write. 

Please do not think I am in any way offended as to what you say about my 
Foreign Department Despatches. It is very much better that you should tell me if 
there is anything you think wants altering. I have not got the Despatches by me this 
morning, but I think the one to which you have specially referred is that in which 
we suggested an alternative of 40 years of diplomatic obstruction to Russian ad- 
vance. To tell the truth, I did think this was rather twaddle, and if I had been in 
Simla, I should have cut it out. But your Despatch to which it was a reply oc- 
casioned considerable excitement here, and as I was away at Narkunda and it was a 
Government of India Despatch, it was shown to Members of Council and the 
answer was sent off without my having actually seen it. Kitchener’s opinion was also 
asked and sent to you during my absence. I thought, when I saw it, you might per- 
haps take exception to its reference to Imperial policy rather than to Military con- 
siderations; but as all the Members, except Kitchener, who was absent like myself, 
had been consulted, the sending of it seemed to me right. Sometimes I think that 
our position with respect to Persia appears in a different light at home to what it 
does here. Persia is our next door neighbour, and India is naturally extremely sensi- 
tive on all that goes on there. No doubt better means of communication have drawn 
many matters towards the Imperial centre and into Imperial policy, which in former 
times were looked upon as, in the first place, distinctly connected with Indian Ad- 
ministration;‘and, whilst quite admitting this myself, there is still much with which 
any Government of India must feel itself directly connected. The policy of His 
Majesty’s Government as affecting Persia, though a matter of Imperial policy, 
directly affects the welfare of India. The Baghdad Railway, the Karrun Irrigation 
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Scheme and the like, would be of little concern to His Majesty's Government ex- 
cept for the existence of India; whilst military considerations are always brought 
pointedly home to one here directly the frontier of India is concerned, as it is by any 
sncrease of Russian influence in Persia. Even now I hear of the increase of Afghan 
posts on the Perso-Afghan frontier, whilst we are in communication with our own 
Councils throughout Persia and even as far as Baghdad, so that I hope you may 
think our sensitiveness is not altogether inexcusable. 

I have just received your telegram of yesterday asking that Finlay’s depar- 
ture from home might be postponed. I am afraid I was somewhat slow in replying to 
yuur first enquiry, but there were various conditions to consider. Personally I very 
much sympathise with Mr. Finlay and would gladly stretch a point to give him more 
time, but the position is not a very easy one. Hewett has just taken over his duties 
from Tupper and I have appointed the latter to be Chairman of a Committee to en- 
quire into the reorganisation of the Telegraph Department, so that his time is very 
full. Moreover, Tupper is not-altogether suitable for the post he has just vacated 
and there would probably be some disagreeable grumbling in the commercial world 
if he was put into it again pending Finlay’s arrival. The only way I see now is to ask 
LaTouche to stay on for the present in the United Provinces, Hewett remaining in 
the Commerce and Industry Department till Finlay arrives. I am trying to arrange 
this today, though I am not very sure that I can bring it about. Finlay’s appointment 
is, I can see, most popular. The only criticism I have heard, if you can call it so, is 
that he is not distinctly a commercial man. 

. I am telegraphing to you today in reply to your letter of August the 29th as 
to Native appointments to the Financial Department. I have talked this over with 
‘Baker and he entirely agrees. His first inclination, when he spoke to me, was that I 
should nominate two Mahomedans, but one does not want to run into extremes in 
the Mahomedan direction, and I think it would be best to nominate only one and to 
let the other nomination stand over for five or six months till we see how things are 
going, when I think we might give it to another Mahomedan, as they are certainly 
under-represented in Goverment employment. I enclose you a note Mr. Baker 
sent me on the subject. He has quite altered his opinion from what he wrote in 
paragraph 10 of the note. He is now very decidedly in favour of two Natives to be 
nominated by the Viceroy as you suggest. 

We leave here on Saturday for Quetta and I hope it may be possible to get 
a little quiet time on the train to write to you again. 

I have forgotten to say that the Aga Khan told me the other day that he was 
afraid he may have given you a wrong impression as to his views on Partition. He 





said that he told you he was strongly opposed to it, which was the case, and that he 
still thought a mistake had been made, but that now that the thing had been done, 
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: any attempt to undo it would be full of very serious risk, as to which he spoke to me 


very strongly. He asked me if I thought he might write to you in this sense and I said 


3 I was sure you would be most glad to hear from him. There is no doubt that if 
. q Mahomedan opposition should ever be seriously stirred up in the new province, we 
4a should have a much more difficult matter to deal with than we have had hitherto. 
3 However, I sincerely hope that things may gradually improve under Hare’s direc- 
‘tion. 


I am trying to save a little time for myself to arrange my goods and chattels 


a for departure on Saturday, but I see that the Viceregal Lodge is to be a perfect 
q pandemonium for the next two days. 


Best wishes 
Morley Minto 








All India Muslim League, 
London Branch 1909 


The Representation of the All-India Muslim League, London Branch, to the 
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India. 


The All-India Muslim League, 


London Branch 
42, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Westminster, S.W, 
is 25th January, 1909. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA. 
Sir, 


I am directed by the Committee of the ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE, 
London Branch, to express to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
India the grateful acknowledgments of His Majesty’s Mussulman subjects for the 
general principles of the Reform Scheme enunciated by his Lordship on the 17th 
December last in the Upper Chamber. 

2. — The Committee venture to hope that those principles conceived and 
elaborated in such generous spirit, may, by furnishing a wider scope for the exercise 
of the legitimate political activities of the educated classes in India, have the effect 
of creating a better appreciation of the benefits of British Rule among the sections 











of the population that have hitherto been disposed to view it with disfavour; and 
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fulfilment of the gracious promise held out in the Royal Message 
will engender among the various nationalities, so widely divided from each other by 
. traditions of race and religion that spirit of compromise and civic responsibility 
without which the Committee believe, constitutional reforms can afford but a par- 
tal solution to the difficulties of Indian administration. 
"3 _ whilst offering their loyal and cordial support to the general and 
Pa ating principles of the Scheme, the Committee feel bound to state that some of 
the proposals are viewed with serious apprehension and misgiving by their people 
as likely to prove detrimental to Mussulman interests. They, therefore, beg to place 
before his Lordship as explicitly and clearly as possible the Mussulman case with 
eS regard to those parts of the projected reforms which appear to them prejudicial 
and based upon a somewhat insufficient consideration of existing conditions, the at- 
~ titude of the different communities towards each other, and of Mussulman needs 


"that the speedy 


and requirements. ) 

_. . 4, — The claim of the Mohammedan community to adequate repre- 
sentation on the Imperial and Provincial Councils “commensurate with its numbers 
- and political and historic importance” has been admitted and urged with con- 
‘siderable force by the Government of India in its circular letter dated the 24th of ~ 
if August 1907, and its letter to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, dated 
_ the 1st October 1908. | 

Be ti, 5. — Inits circular letter referred to above the Government of India further 
«nated out that “under the system of election hitherto in force, Hindus largely 
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_ predominate in.all or almost all the electorates with this result that comparatively few 


Mohammedan members have been elected. These have been supplemented by 
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nominations made by the Government. But the total representation thus effected has 


. _ not been commensurate with the weight to which the Mohammedan community is en- 
E ‘titl C ) ; and it has, moreover, been strongly urged that even the system of nomination has 
- frequently failed to secure the appointment of Mohammedans of the class by whom the 
~ community desires to be represented.” And it suggested that, in addition to the small 
~ number of Mohammedans who may be able to secure election “in the ordinary man- 
iY ner,” acertain number of seats should be assigned in each of the Councils tobe filled ex- 
: -clusively by Mohammedans. The scheme for the enlargement of the Councils sub- 
“mitted for the approval of his Lordship was framed on this basis; instead of resorting 
- from time to time to the somewhat invidious and unpopular method of nomination to 
"supplement the unsatisfactory results of election by general suffrage, the Government 
- of India assigned a certain number of seats specially to the Mussulmans to which the 
_ elections were to be made by the Mussulmans themselves. The procedure suggested 
7 for attaining the purpose in view, as it needed modification to suit local conditions and 

~ local needs, was left for further consideration. — 


‘ 
. 
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Although the number of seats assigned to the Mussulman community were 
considered inadequate, the principle of separate communal representation met 
with the hearty and unanimous, or almost unanimous, approval of the Mussulman 
people. 

6. — In his Despatch of the 27th November 1908, paragraph 9, his 
Lordship gives emphatic expression to his agreement with the opinion of the 
Government of India that the Mohammedans should be adequately represented on 
the enlarged Councils. His Lordship says:- “I agree also that the Legislative Coun- 
cils should reflect the leading elements of the population at large, and that no sys- 
tem of representation would be satisfactory, if it did not provide for the presence in 
the Councils of sufficient representatives of communities so important as are the 
Mohammedans and the landed classes.” 

7, — After suggesting, in regard to a special electorate for Mohammedans 
proposed by the Government of India, a difficulty to which the Committee beg 
leave to refer later on, his Lordship proceeded to make a recommendation for an 
electoral machinery which would be of general application. His Lordship was 
pleased to suggest the establishment of electoral colleges consisting of Hindu and 
Mohammedan electors chosen by the joint suffrage of Hindu and Mohammedan 
voters in proportion to their numbers in the population of the particular Province 
or part of the Province forming the electoral areas, to elect a proportionate number 
of. Hindu and Mohammedan members to represent the two communities on the 
several Councils. 

8, — The suggestion is thus explained by his Lordship in paragraph 12:— 
“Let it be supposed that the total population of the Province is 20 millions, of whom 
15 million are Hindus and 5 million Mohammedans, and the number of members to 
be elected 12. Then since the Hindus are to Mohammedans as 3 to 1, 9 Hindus 
should be elected to 3 Mohammedans. In order to obtain these members, divide 
the Province into three electoral areas, in each of which 3 Hindus and I Moham- 
medan are to be returned. Then in each of these areas constitute an electoral col- 
lege, consisting of, let us say, a hundred members. In order to preserve the propor- 
tion between the two religions, 75 of these should be Hindus and 25 Moham- 
medans. This electoral college should be obtained by calling upon the various elec- 
torates, which might be (a) substantial landowners paying not less than a fixed 
amount of land revenue; (b) the members of rural or sub- divisional Boards; (c) the 
members of District Boards; and (d) the members of Municipal Corporations, to 
return to it such candidates as they desired, a definite number being alloted to each 
electorate. Out of those offering themselves and obtaining votes, the 75 Hindus who 








obtained the majority of votes should be declared members of the college and the 
25 Mussulmans who obtained the majority should similarly be declared elected. If 
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the Mussulmans returned did not provide 25 members for the electoral college the 
deficiency will be made good by nomination. Having’ thus obtained an electoral © 
college containing 75 Hindus and 25 Mussulmans that body would be called upon 
to elect three representatives, for the Hindus and one for the Mohammedans, each 
member of the college would have only one vote and could vote for only one can- 
didate. In this way it is evident that it would be in the power of each section of the 
population to return a member in the proportion corresponding to its own propor- 
tion to the total population.” And his Lordship proceeds to add that “in this man- 
ner minorities would be protected against exclusion by majorities, and all large and 
important sections of the population would have the opportunity of returning mem- 
bers in proportion to their ratio to the total population.” His Lordship then sums 
up the advantages of the system in the following words: — 

“It would bring the classes specially concerned within the popular elec- 
torate, and so meet the criticisms of the Hindus to which you refer in paragraph 30; 
second, it establishes a principle that would be an answer for further claims for rep- 
resentation by special classes or associations; third, it would ensure the persons 
chosen being actually drawn from the locality that the electoral college represents; 
fourth, it would provide a healthy stimulus to interest in local self-government by 
linking-up local bodies (Rural and Municipal Boards) more closely with the provin- 


cial Legislative Councils.” 


9, — The Committee beg respectfully to state that the entire Moham- 
medan people view his Lordship’s suggestions with grave misgiving as calculated to 


‘subject Mussulman representation to the good will of a rival community — and 


place Mussulman interests in their hands. 

In common with other well-wishers of India the Committee look forward 
to a time when the development of a true spirit of compromise of the fusion of the 
races may make principles indicated by his Lordship capable of practical applica- 
tion without sacrificing the interests of any of the nationalities or giving political as- 
cendancy to one to the disadvantage of the others. But the Committee venture to 
think that, however ready the country may be for constitutional reforms, the inter- 
ests of the two great communities of India must be considered and dealt with 
separately as is indeed admitted in theory by his Lordship. The Committee beg 
therefore to formulate some of the Mussulman objections to the electoral 
machinery suggested by this Lordship. 

10. — His Lordship suggests, the Committee take it to be by way of il- 
lustration, four classes for the purpose of forming electoral bodies, viz: — 

(a) Substantial landowners paying not less than a fixed amount of land 





revenue. 
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(b) The members of Rural or sub-divisional Boards. 

(c) The members of District Boards. 

(d) The members of Municipal Corporations. 

As regards (b), (c) and (d) the Committee beg to state that ever since 
Rural and District Boards and Municipal Corporations have come into existence, 
according to the universal Mohammedan opinion, the Mussulmans have not suc- 
ceeded in obtaining their legitimate share of representation on these bodies. And 
the complaint has been accepted by Government to be, on the whole, well-founded. 
As a matter of fact the Mussulmans are very sparsely represented on the Boards 
and Corporations. The constitute these bodies as general electorates for obtaining 
a joint electoral college for the two communities would be absolutely to swamp the 
Mussulman element. According to his Lordship’s suggestion, the deficiency in the 
number of Mohammedan electors would be made good by nomination — probably 
of outsiders. So long as the Rural and District Boards and Municipal Corporations 
are constituted as at present the difficulty would be perennial and recourse would 
always be had to the invidious method of nomination. As his Lordship has been 
pleased to suggest that provision might be made that the candidate for election to 
the Provincial Councils must himself have taken part in local administration, the 
circumstance to which the Committee have adverted above, will appreciably reduce 
the number of eligible Mohammedans; and our community would not be in a posi- 
tion to derive any material benefit from the proposed reforms unless the constitu- 
tion of the public bodies in question is altered as prayed for in the address of the 
Mussulman Deputation to His Excellency the Viceroy on the Ist October 1906. _ 

11. — In order that Mohammedan representation may be real and not 
merély nominal or illusory, it is essential that the Mohammedan representatives 
should voice their feelings and sentiments and advocate the policy which com- 
mends itself to the best minds of their own community. Under the system of an 
electoral college consisting say of 75 Hindus and 25 Mohammedans, the Moham- 
medan who would be elected would be a more nominee of the majority, in fact, no 
Mohammedan would have a chance of being elected unless he subscribed to the 
political doctrines of the majority, which, in the present condition of the country, 
the Mohammedans consider would not only make their representation ineffective 
but prove, in its tendency seriously detrimental to their interests. 

Moreover, in places where the influence of the Mahajan and legal classes 
is preponderant it would, in any circumstance, be used in favour of Mohammedan 
candidates whose views are not acceptable to the general body of their people; the 
mischief would be intolerably aggravated in the case of joint electorates. 

42. — The Committee have noticed a statement that Mohammedan ap- 











prehensions in respect of joint electoral colleges are unfounded in as much as if one 
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- Mohammedan was returned by the collective votes of the Mohammedan electors, 


: and another was returned by a larger number of votes from the majority, the result 
= would be that there would be two Mohammedan representatives instead of one. 

Whatever may have been the intention, the Committee find no warrant for this con- 
q tention in the wording of his Lordship’s Despatch. Judging from the context they 


conceive the only effect of one Mohammedan having a larger number of votes 


_ ither entirely composed of Hindu votes or partly Hindu and partly Mohammedan 
- yotes would be to put out of the field the candidate who relied on Mohammedan 


~ yotes alone. 

Ee Assuming, however, that the view suggested is correct it implies a serious 

- ‘danger to the Mussulman people. A nominee of the majority professing to repre- 
3 WE 


= sent the Mohammedan community but out of harmony with their general senti- 
ments and opinion would be the cause of constant friction and the advantages an- 


' - ticipated from the Electoral Colleges will be more than counter-balanced by the 
| ~ complaints and heart-burnings that are certain to result therefrom. 
th 13. — With regard to the proposal of the Government of India to allot a 
‘certain number of seats to the Mahommedans, his Lordship thought there was a 
‘difficulty as it might involve the refusal to them of a right to vote in the territoral 
electorates of which Rural and Municipal Boards will afford the basis. “If that were 
not done,” his Lordship observed “they would evidently have a double vote, and 
“a this would probably be resented by other classes of the population.” (Paragraph 


» - 
4 t-"4 


os The Committee do not understand that the Government of India proposed 


to give the Mussulmans a definite proportion of the seats on the Councils. Its 


recommendation aimed, if the Committee are not mistaken, at supplementing the 


some . = “ o = ‘5 
deficiency in Mohammedan elections “in the ordinary manner” by assigning to 
4 ‘them communally a certain number of seats. It was based on the same policy as was 


E considered applicable to the representation of the land-holding classes, which has 
__ been approved of by his Lordship, and involved double voting to the same extent 


and no more. Not only, however, were the seats assigned too few considering the in- 


. _terests involved, but they were fixed on the assumption that a few Mohammedans 


___ were likely to be elected “in the ordinary manner,” an assumption the fulfilment of 


| _ which admittedly has been both variable and capricious, and certainly not satisfac- 
tory to the Mussulman community. 

_,... The Committee believe that if just and equitable considerations were to 
_ demand the grant to their community of a double vote, His Majesty’s Government 


would not be deterred from that course by the apprehended resentment of other 


___ interested classes of the population. Save as regards University representation in 





: which both communities have the privilege of double-voting, the Mohammedan 
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subjects of His Majesty, so long as they can obtain adequate and substantial com- 
munal representation on the Councils, the Rural and District Boards and Corpora- 
tions, with the right of electing their own representatives,do not ask for double votes. 
Mussulman representation on such basis is more likely to lead to concord between 
the two communities and harmonious working on representative bodies, than if it 
were merely nominal; for the majority would in such a case be more inclined to 
conciliate and regard Mussulman opinion than when in a position to override it. 
The Committee propose to submit for his Lordship’s consideration, as they offered 
to do in their Representation of the 11th November last, suggestions which would 
satisfy Mussulman requirements without derogating from the rights of any other 
class, or involving the difficulty his Lordship apprehends. 

14. — In his reply to the address of the Mohammedan Deputation already 
referred to that waited on His Excellency the Viceroy on the ist October, 1906, His 
Excellency was pleased to say as follows: — “The pith of your address, as I under- 
stand it, is a claim that, in any system of representation, whether it affects a 
Municipality, a District Board, or a Legislative Council, in which it is proposed to 
introduce or increase an electoral organisation, the Mohammedan community 
should be represented as a community. You point out that in many cases electoral 
bodies as now constituted cannot be expected to return a Mohammedan candidate, 
and that, if by chance they did so, it could only be at sacrifice of such a candidate’s 
views to those of a majority opposed to his own community, whom he would in no 
way represent, and you justly claim that your position should be estimated not 
merely on your numerical strength, but in respect to the political importance of 
your Community and the service it has rendered to the Empire. I am entirely in ac- 
cord with you. Please do not misunderstand me; I make no attempt to indicate by 
what means the representation of communities can be obtained, but I am as firmly 
convinced, as I believe you to be, that any electoral representation in India would 
be doomed to mischievious failure which aimed at granting a personal enfranchise- 
ment regardless of the beliefs.and traditions of the communities composing the 
population of this Continent. The great mass of the people of India have no 
knowledge of representative institutions. I agree with you, gentlemen, that the ini- 
tial rungs in the ladder of self-government are to be found in the Municipal and 
District Boards, and that it is in that direction that we must look for the gradual 
political education of the people. In the meantime I can only say to you that the 
Mohammedan Community may rest assured that their political rights and interests 
as a community will be safe-guarded in any administrative recognition with which I 
am concerned and that you and the people of. India may rely upon the British Raj 
to respect, as it has been its pride to do, the religious beliefs and the national tradi- 
tions of myriads composing the population of His Majésty’s Indian Empire.” 
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15. — The Committee, on behalf of the Mussulmans of §ndia, wish to dis- 
claim all idea of racial prejudice or any desire to seek special privileges. They wish 
to affirm their anxiety to work in cordial co-operation and harmony with all loyal 
classes of His Majesty's subjects in the promotion of the general interests of the 
country. But they cannot ignore the divergences which still divide the races of India, 


~ and which they believe time and general progress under a sympathetic and en- 


lightened rule can alone remove. These divergences are sharper in some localities 
than in others; but they have, unfortunately, owing to a variety of circumstances, be- 
come in recent years, more pronounced. The Mohammedans have many particular 
interests which concern them and the Administration; they have some others that 
may be supposed to conflict with differing ideals and aspirations. For the due ad- 
vocacy of these questions, often of vital importance to the Mussulman community, 
they must rely on their own representatives possessing their confidence ana capable of 
understanding and expressing their views and feelings. And they feel that in view of 
the existing conditions of the country, the only reasonable and equitable method by 
which Mohammedan representation can be made real is to allow the Mussulmans 
to elect their own representatives. No other system, the Committee respectfully but 
emphatically beg to submit, will satisfy the Mohammedans at large. 

16. — The political and historical position of the Mussulman community 
has been spoken of recently in somewhat slighting terms. With reference to that the 
Committee desire to offer no remarks. But they beg humbly to observe that the 
loyalty of the Mussulman people is an asset to the Empire, and merits some con- 
sideration. The Mussulman population numbering 53 millions can hardly be dealt 
with as a minority, or have their status regarded as analogous to that of the minor 
communities of India. Though living intermixed with non-Muslims they form a dis- 
tinct nationality divided by traditions of race, religion and ideals, However much 
their presence may be deprecated by some of their neighbours, they are important 
factors to be reckoned with in the administration of the country. The importance of 
a nation cannot, it is submitted, be adjudged on numerical considerations; nor can 
it be said that because one section or class has availed itself to a greater degree 
than some others of English education that therefore it is entitled to an ascendancy 
over the rest. The Mussulman people share the burden of defending the Empire to 
the same extent as other races; they supply soldiers to the Indian army to a greater 
extent than most; they certainly feel justified in expecting both from Government 
and their compatriots, equitable and generous consideration. In this connection, 
the Committee may be permitted to make one further observation; the disparity be- 
tween the Mohammedan and non-Muslim population may at first sight appear 
preat, but it should be noted that the Hindu population has been swelled to its 
present proportions by the inclusion of vast bodies of degraded or non-caste 
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people, with whom real Hindus never associate, never intermarry or hold inter- 
course, and who are only nominally Hindus, such as Chandals, Chamars, Musahirs, 
Bhangis, & c., reckoned as Hindus for census purposes. If these elements are 
eliminated from the general figures, the disproportion between the two com- 
munities would be greatly reduced. 

17. — To enable the Mohammedan members whether on the Councils or 
on Municipal Boards to be of any real or practical use to their community or to the 
State, or to exercise any appreciable influence in the deliberations of the As- 
semblies to which they are elected, Mohammedan representation must be not only 
adequate, but substantial. Further, the constitutional reforms which have so widely 
enlarged the functions of the Councils, render it vitally essential for the Moham- 
medan community to obtain a position such as would enable their representatives 
to make their voices heard with some effect in these Assemblies. Unless their num- 
bers are sufficient for that purpose, their opinion and pronouncements would 
either be stifled or be dependant for bearing any fruit on the goodwill of others. 

18. — The principle of proportional representation, whatever its value in 
Western Europe where the people are in the main, homogencous and animated by 
common ideals and sentiments, is unsuited, the Committee respectfully submit to a 
country where the rank and file are still so sharply divided. What is part of the 
religion of one people is abhorred by the other, whilst in places, the touch of an 
outsider, if not his very shadow, amounts to pollution. A principle, which has be- 
come practical in England after centuries of compromise between different sec- 
tions of society, transplanted to India is not likely to afford satisfactory results in 
present conditions. So far as our community is concerned it will reduce Moham- 
medan representation to a nominal quantity. 

Except in the Punjab, the Mussulmans and Hindus hardly approximate, 
class to class, to make the principle of proportional represention workable without 
causing grave injury to the Mussulmans. For example, in the United Provinces 
where the Hindus follow all the callings which the rules of caste permit, the upper 
and middle classes among the Mohommedans are composed mainly of landowners 
jagirdars, state-pensioners, office- holders, scholars, soldiers of the Indian army 
and professional men. The importance of these classes in the social life and 
economy of the Province can hardly be estimated on a calculation of numbers. 
Here and in other Provinces similarly circumstanced, a scheme of proportional rep- 
resentation would give rise to grave resentment among the Mussulman population. 

19. — His Lordship’s decision to concede to the Provincial Councils non- 
official majorities and to give to the members the power of moving resolutions and 
asking supplementary questions, makes it imperative, the Committee respectfully 
submit, that the parties on those Councils should be fairly balanced to insure not 
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only the smooth working of the administrative machine, but also the maintenance of 
that strict impartiality which British rule in India has claimed as its distinguishing 
characteristic. To give preponderant influence to one section, which would neces- 


sarily be the case if the Mussulman element is not substantial, would be fatal to that 


principle. 

20. — With reference to the Imperial Legislative Council his Lordship in 
paragraph 23 of his despatch leaves to the Government of India the consideration 
of the question how far the popular electorate previously suggested by his Lordship 
can be utilized for the return of landholders and Mohammedans. The Committee 
beg respectfully to urge that if the principle of proportional representation on a 
mixed “popular electorate” is made applicable to elections to the Viceroy’s Coun- 
cil, Mohammedan representation would become absolutely nominal and the Mus- 
sulmans would not obtain even what they are entitled to on a numerical basis, far 
less on consideration of their status and stake in the country. 

Even with regard to the proposal of the Government of India to allot five 
seats specially to the Mohammedans the community have the gravest objection. 
Under that scheme, the Councils, it is proposed, should consist of 62 members ex- 
clusive of His Excellency; of these 31 are to be officials and 31 non-officials, of 
whom 28 would be elected; out of these 28 elected members, 2 are assigned to the 
Chambers of Commerce of Calcutta and Bombay; 12 are to be elected by the 
Provincial Legislative Councils and by the Advisory Council of the Central Provin- 
ces, 7 by the landholders of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
the United Provinces, the Punjab and the Central Provinces, 5 by the Moham- 
medans of Bengal, Eastern Bengal and Assam, the United Provinces, the Punjab 
and (alternately) Madras and Bombay, and 2 by the representatives of Indian Com- 
merce. It may be predicated with certainty that no Mohammedan would be 
returned by the last body and it is more than doubtful whether any other electorate 
would return a Mussulman member. On this assumption the Mohammedan repre- 
sentatives would number only 5 out of a body consisting of 63 including the 
Viceroy, and would form about one-thirteenth of the whole Assembly. 

The Committee beg most respectfully to submit that on this basis Moham- 
medan representation on the Imperial Council would be wholly inadequate to rep- 
resent Mohammedan interests or to have any weight or effect in the deliberations 
of the Assembly. . 

21. — The Committee further submit that, as in the opinion of His 
Majesty's Government the time has arrived for the introduction of the Indian ele- 
ment into the Executive Councils, in the interests of the Empire, both the great 
communities should be represented. They consider that the introduction of a mem- 
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ber from one community only will be regarded as seriously prejudicing the rights 
| and interests of the other. 

22. — The Committee beg to affirm most emphatically that their people 
| ask for nothing in derogation of the just rights of any other class or community; they 
| seek simply to obtain a fair and just recognition of their legitimate claims that they 
| may in future occupy a position in the Councils of Government consistent with their 
numbers and political status. Whilst anxious to work in a spirit of compromise, and 
in concord, harmony, and in co- ordination with the Hindu community, they are not. 
disposed to place themselves in subordination to any class or people in India, or to 
consent to follow any policy that may be dictated by the majority. 


I have the honour tobe, 
Sir, , : 
a THE ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 
IBNIARIMAD, DEPUTATION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
HonorarySecretary. 12.2.1909 
| 


| 
: 

| In the Council Room of the India Office on January 27, 1909, the Right 
| Hon. VISCOUNT MORLEY received a deputation of the ALL-INDIA MUSLIM 

| LEAGUE, London Branch, to represent to him the views of the Mussulmans of 

India on the projected Indian Reforms. The deputation was composed of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen: — 
| Syed Ameer Ali, C.LE., President; 
| | Mr. C.A. Latif, Vice-President; 
| | Major Syed Hasan Bilgrami, Hon. Secretary, The All-India Muslim 


League; 
Mr. Ibni Ahmad, Hon. Secretary, The All-India Muslim League, London 


| | Branch; 
| | | | Mr. Abdeali S. M. Anik, Hon. Treasurer; 
Mr. Zahoor Ahmad, Hon. Joint Secretary, 
Mr. Masudul Hasan Siddiqi, Hon. Assistant Secretary, 
| Dr. Abdul Majid, LL.D., Barrister-at-Law, 
| Dr. M.A. Ansari. B.A., M.D. 
Viscount Morley was accompanied by Sir Arthur Godley, Permanent 
Under-Secretary of State, Mr. T.R. Buchanan, Parliamentary Under- Secretary, 
and Sir Charles Lyall, Secretary of the Public and J udicial Department. 


In introducing the deputation, 


Mr. AMEER ALI said: We are extremely obliged to your Lordship for 
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granting us this opportunity to place before you the views of the Muslims of India 
on the question of the important reforms which, under your Lordship’s auspices, 
are to be introduced in India. We come, not only on behalf of the League in Lon- 
don, but also in India, for we have been authorised to represent their case before 
your Lordship. They deemed it advisable to send delegates over to co-operate with 
us in this matter, but, considering the difficulty and the delay it involved, they 
decided at present to leave the representation of their case in our hands. We are 
conscious of the responsibility that has been imposed on us, and we only hope, my 
Lord, that we shall be able to do our duty satisfactorily to our people, and also to be 
of some assistance .o your Lordship. Before proceeding to stale our views on 
specific points, I shall ask permission to make one or two preliminary remarks. We 
welcome most cordially, most heartily, the extension of political privileges to His 
Majesty’s Indian subjects. But to make the projected r iorms a real success our co- 
operation with the servants of the Crown and our fellow- subjects is as much 
needed as ‘t is in all matters concerning the progress and welfare of the country. 
My Lord, whilst we welcome these reforms, we welcome them in the conviction 
that, in their practical application, our status and interests will be kept in view. We 
do not wish, and cannot consent, to be placed in a disadvantageous position. We 
are anxious that whatever boons are conferred on, whatever political concessions 
are made to, the people of India, we should have our legitimate share in those con- 
cessions. We ask for nothing in derogation of the just rights of any other people. 
We seek no special privileges; we want only our legitimate share in political rights 
and political privileges, and nothing more. If, in the language of the Royal Message 
to the princes and peoples of India, new avenues are opened out for the participa- 
tion of educated Indians in the government of the country, our people wish that 
their share should be kept in view. If new elements are to be introduced into any of 
the great Departments of State, we expect, in fairness and justice, that they should 
be equally balanced; and if any important departure is made in administrative 
policy, we want that the interests of the two great communities in India should be so 
co-ordinated that neither the one nor the other should be in a position to say its in- 
terests were sacrificed or subordinated to the interests of the other. That is the 
position we take up. The foundation of British rule in India rests upon the convic- 
tion among the people that equal justice is the chief policy of the British govern- 
ment in its dealings with the varied races of that Continent. Speaking with the full 
consciousness of the responsibility imposed upon me, I say it would be an evil day 
for India if any class or any community comes to think that the interests of one 
community are in any way subordinated to the interests of the other. It has been 
said that the Mohammedans form a minority among the population of India. True, 
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they do not equal in numbers the other great community which inhabits India, but 
they are seventy million souls, fifty-three of whom are under British rule. They have 
common ideals, and by traditions of race and religion form a nationality quite apart 
from all other people in India. To call them a minority is a misapplication of the 
term, and to regard them in that light would be an injustice to the Mussulman 
people. We form a nationality as important as any other, and our wishes, sentiments 
and interests should, we conceive, form as important factors in the consideration of 
policy and measures as those of any other. If the vast masses of low caste people 
who are nominally Hindus were excluded from the Hindu figures, certainly the dis- 
parity which now appears between the Hindu and Mohammedan populations 
would not strike as so great or so disproportionate. These tribes and communities, 
nominally Hindu for the purposes of census, have nothing in common with the real 
Hindu, to whom their touch, often their very shadow, is pollution. They can never 
rise out of the degraded state in which they are, and have lived for centuries. Save 
the British official, they have no representative or protector. Some of them have 
made desperate efforts to break the shackles that have bound them for ages, but 
they have been thrust back to their thraldom by, among other things, the judicial 
recognition of ancient usages. In the great reforms about to be introduced they will 
have no lot or place, nor are your Lordship’s benevolent intentions ever likely to 
reach their ears. They have remained, and will remain for many decades, may be 
centuries, the degraded castes of India. But it would be disastrous if by placing all 
power and influence in the hands of privileged classes their emancipation should be 
made difficult in the future. To include these communities, however, in the Hindu 
population, and then to compare it with the Mohammedan population, does not 
appear to us Just. | 

I now come to the specific points which we wish to place before your 
Lordship for consideration. The first is the question of joint electorates. We feel 
that to confide the election of our representatives to mixed electorates would be 
most detrimental to the Mussulman people. Your Lordship is aware of the sharp 
cleavage that has taken place recently between the political conceptions of the 
Mohammedan people and some sections of the other communities. You are also 
aware of the other divergences which exist between the Mohammedans and the 
non-Muslim people in India, divergences which ramify in all directions. It might 
perhaps startle people in England if they were told of the trifling incidents which 
often inflame passions on both sides. I do not wish to dwell particularly on the 
character of these incidents. I only refer to them to show the gulf which still 
separates the rank and file of the two communities, and which the administrator 
must always keep in view and the statesman take into consideration, when dealing 
with general questions affecting both the races. Having these divergences in view 
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and the cleavage which has recently taken place the Mussulmans of India consider 
it extremely important that their representation should not be dependent on the 
goodwill of any other people. The important deputation that waited upon the 
Viceroy in 1906 emphatically urged upon His Excellency that the separate repre- 
sentation of the Mohammedans should begin from the lowest rung of the ladder 
and go up to the highest, namely, the Viceregal Council. In that way alone will they 
get any benefit from the concessions which you are so generously going to in- 
augurate in India. It is admitted that Mohammedan representation has been most 
meagre under the present system on rural and district boards and municipal cor- 
porations. They serve as practical illustrations of what will happen in the system of 
joint electorates for the Councils is introduced. The Government of India has ad- 
mitted that Mohammedan representation has been most unsatisfactory so far, and 
for that reason proposes a supplemental addition of Mohammedan members 
elected by Mohammedans. If it be admitted that the nominees of another body, not 
altogether in agreement with Mohammedan opinions, cannot really or effectively 
represent Mohammedan wishes and feelings, in that case the matter does not re- 
quire further discussion. 

We say, further, that the principle of proportional representation would be 
fatal to our interests. The Government of India recognises, if I am not mistaken, the 
difficulty of meeting the requirements of the Mussulman people, if its repre- 
sentation is to be based on a consideration of numbers. Whatever may be the value 
of the system of proportional representation in countries where the people are in 
the main homogeneous, we submit it is wholly unsuited to India. Save and except in 
the Punjab, where the Mussulmans preponderate in numbers, there is hardly any 
approximation between the two races. The Mohbammedans say, if proportional rep- 
resentation happen to be introduced into India their representation would be com- 
pletely swamped. In an$wer to this, it is said the Government can hardly take into 
consideration the political and historical importance of any community in judging 
of the question of representation, and the Mohammedan position is compared to 
that of the Sikhs and the Parsees. We submit respectfully, but emphatically, that the 
position of the Mussulman people has no analogy to that of the minor communities 
of India. Neither in importance nor in numbers are they in any way analogous to 
them. We share the burden of defending the Empire to the same extent as our fel- 
low countrymen, and we probably supply to the Indian Army a larger number of 
soldiers than most others. It is easy to say, if representation is to be conceded to 
Mohammedan on considerations of political and. historical importance, the Sikhs 
should also be taken into account. That is a false analogy. In the first place, the 
Sikhs are accounted as Hindus, and in the second place, they number not more 
than two million souls. The Mohammedans stand on a totally different footing, and 
we submit that their position should be considered on a totally different basis. That 
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other elements besides mere numbers must enter into consideration in determining 
the number of representatives from each community is clear from the case of 
Eastern Bengal. Here the Mohammedans are in overwhelming majority. Supposing 
they were to ask that Mohammedan representation should be preponderant, they 
would be met with the answer: Look at the pleaders and lawyers, spread all over 
the country, who dominate the Councils of Government, they are Hindus and come 
from Eastern Bengal; look at the merchants, traders, landlords, who have taken the 
place of the Mohammedan Zemindars and see how important they are. And the 
relative positions of the two communities would justly be taken into account in 
fixing their representation. If that argument is good for one people in Eastern Ben- 
gal, it applies with equal force in the United Provinces and Provinces similarly cir- 
cumstanced to the case of the other. In the United Provinces, the Mohammedans 
are 14 per cent, of the population, whilst the Hindus are said to be 86 per cent, al- 
though if the degraded castes were eliminated from these figures the disparity 
would not be.so great. Considering the admitted importance of the Mohammedans 
in the social economy of the Province, they ought to have far greater representation 
than is proposed to be conceded to them. We say, therefore, that the principle of 
proportional representation is not applicable to India, and, if introduced, would be 
most prejudical to the interests of the Mohammedan community. We submit that 
the ratio of representation should be left to the executive authority, to be deter- 
mined upon considerations of Imperial policy and local conditions and cireumstan- 
ces. Our representation, we beg to urge, should be not only adequate, but substan- 
tial in order to give us an effective voice in the deliberations of the various as- 
semblies. Having in view the fact that under these reforms the privileges of the non- 
official members will be considerably extended, it is extremely important that our 
community should be represented in sufficient numbers to be able to exercise some 
weight; some influence on the Councils. My people will not be content with any 
representation which is less than adequate and substantial. On general questions 
racial and religious differences will probably not enter into competition, but contin- 
gencies are certain to arise in which the interests or the views of the two com- 
munities do not coincide. On these occasions it would be necessary to take into ac- 
count the balance of parties. We submit that in the constitution of the Councils it 
should be the aim of His Majesty's Government, and of the Government of India, 
to have them so balanced that not only the administrative machinery should run 
smoothly, but also that no party should be able to outvote the just claims of a less 
powerful party. We, therefore, submit as a standard of adequate representation 
that the number of Mohammedan members on the several Councils should be so 
fixed that if the Mohammedans were to join a certain number of what may be called 
non-partisan members, or to receive their support on any particular question the 
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issue may be decided accordingly. Unless some standard of that kind is adopted, 
and our position sufficiently assured on the reformed Councils, our representation 
will be anomalous, and our representatives will exercise little influence or weight. 
One other matter we wish to lay before your Lordship, which is embodied in 
paragraph 21 of our Representation: — “The Committee further submit that as in 
the opinion of His Majesty’s Government the time has arrived for the introduction 
of the Indian element into the Executive Councils, in the interests of the Empire, 
both the great communities should be represented. They consider that the intro- 


duction of a member from one community only will be regarded as seriously — 


prejudicing the rights and interests of the other.” Our people believe, my Lord, that 
representatives from both communities as advisers to the government of India — 
whatever may be the designation given to them — would be of great assistance 1n 
the administration of that country. But they consider it would give rise Lo serious 
difficulties if one community was represented and the other left out. We thank your 
Lordship for the patience with which you have listened to me. I know that the task 
you have undertaken is one of the most stupendous character which any Minister of 
the Crown in your position has undertaken, but our people feel sure that at this 
stage, which we consider to be the turning point in our national existence, the 
balance will be maintained fairly and equitably, and our interests will not be subor- 
dinated to that of any other community. 

MAJOR SYED HASAN BILGRAMI: On behalf of the League in India I 
associate myself with all that my friend, Mr. Ameer Ali, President of the London 
Branch, has placed before your Lordship. And on this occasion it is my pleasant 
duty to offer to you their most hearty and deeply-felt gratitude for the liberal and 
generous measure of reforms that your Lordship has promulgated for the better- 
ment of the condition of all the peoples of India. The members of the League form 
a body which is representative of the best interests of the vast majority of the Mus- 
sulmans of India. All that is best in Mohammedan culture, ancient and modern, all 
that is best in their traditions, is represented on our Association. We have as our 
members, representatives of our merchant princes, of our nobility, and of our land- 
owners, and through the medium of our divisional and district branches we are in 
connection with our humbler classes. We have established and have in working 
order already five branches in the various Provinces of India, and we are estab- 
lishing three more which will, in the course of time, be also in working order. The 
President of our League is His Highness the Agha Khan, who is also President of 
the Deccan Branch. The Secretary of the Eastern Bengal Branch is the Nawab of 
Dacca. The Branches have on them the best men of intelligence and culture that we 
have among us. It is on behalf of this community and this Association that I humbly 
beg to offer congratulations to your Lordship on the Scheme of Reforms. It is 
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necessary to lay stress on this because it is sometimes said that the Mohammedans 
are not a progressive community, and are not in favour of reforms. If your Lordship 
has read the address of Mr. Ali Imam, our President for this year, you will have 
been convinced that such is not the case. We welcome these reforms as much as any 
other community. True there are differences in our ideals and points of view, but 
we are all agreed on the main principles and features of the reforms. What brings 
us here to-day is simply some little doubt, some little misunderstanding, that has 
arisen both in this country and in India on the meaning of certain passages in the 
despatch. It was natural we should come before you at a time when things were not 
finally settled, for fear judgment should go against us by default. 

One part of our attitude to which some exception has been taken, and 
which has been subjected to a certain amount of criticism, is that our repre- 
sentatives, when they went before Lord Minto, happened to state that part of their 
claims to the consideration of the British Government rested on the value of their 
contribution to the defence of the Empire. My Lord, that has been misconstrued 
‘nto a sort of reflection on other fighting communities. We know the military value 
of the Sikhs, we have fought shoulder to shoulder with them and the other martial 
races of India under one flag on many a field, and we have been in many a tight 
corner together. When the Mohammedans preffered their claim they were thinking 
more of the general attitude of their community in India, which constitutes a con- 
servative and balancing force against the disruptive tendencies of the age, and less 
of the number of recruits they send to the army. Certainly no disparagement of any 
other community was intended. 

The chief point we are bringing to your Lordship’s notice is the subject of 
communal representation. We are perfectly confident, having once placed the mat- 
ter before you, that your one consideration will be to dispense equal justice, and to 
hold the balance even for all parties. What we mean by communal representation is 
the representation of Mohammedans by Mohammedans, elected by Mohammedan 
electorates, at all stages of the elective system. I am perfectly certain, once the prin- 
ciple of communal representation has been accepted by your Lordship, there will 
be found many administrators of great skill and experience, who would be able to 
evolve the best measure for putting it into practice. We have ventured to throw out 
a few suggestions for what might be a possible scheme. At the root of the scheme 
lic two practices that exist at the present day in India. One of these is the fixing by 
Executive Authority of the proportion of Mohammedan and other communities on 
local bodies. We ask you to extend that principle to all municipalities and all local 
bodies where it may be found practicable. That gets over one difficulty. It can be 
done in consultation with the British officers of the districts and the leading men of 
the communities concerned. The next point is that, in some municipalities in the 
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Punjab there are different registers for Hindu and Mohammedan electors. There is 
no reason why that practice should not be extended. One matter of detail which it 
may be important to mention is that irrespective of the number of wards in a 
municipality for administrative purposes, it may, for electoral purposes, be divided 
on a different plan, as suggested in the notes now in your Lordship’s hands. The 
elections, too, can be on different days. And then, on the question of adequate rep- 
resentation, we also throw out one suggestion, and that is what has been so well ex- 
pressed by my friend. The representation should be such that, if a certain propor- 
tion of non-partisan members joined the Mohammedans on the Council, they 
should form an éffective force in the voting. What we mean by non-partisan mem- 
bers are those who are neither Mohammedans nor Hindus. It is not expected that 
voting would take place often on racial lines, but when it does the opinions of mem- 
bers who belong to neither party ought to possess the greatest weight. But we hope 
that the men that we will send to these Councils would be men of good sense, men 
who valued the principle of give-and-take, and that these differences will very sel- 
dom arise. | 

LORD MORLEY in reply said: “It is not too strong an expression to say 
that I am delighted to meet you to-day, because I have always felt in my political ex- 
perience, which is now pretty long, that it is when face answers to face that you 
come in that way to points of controversial issue. I have listened to the very able 
speech of my friend Mr. Ameer Ali and to the speech which followed with close at- 
tention, not merely for the sake of the arguments upon the special points raised, but 
— what is more important than the special points very often and, I am sure, in this 
case — because the underlying feeling and the animating spirit of those two 
speeches are to me full of encouragement. Why? Because instead of — as I rather 
anticipated, or did till a few days ago — a rather hostile attitude to our reforms as a 
whole, I find that you receive them and welcome them cordially and with gratitude. 
I cannot say with what satisfaction I received that announcement, and how much it 
encourages me. If you will allow me, I will, before I come to the special points, say a 
few words upon the general position, because it is very important — very important 
to you and to us of His Majesty’s Government. 


A Hopeful Outlook 


It is only five weeks, I think, since our scheme was launched, and I am 
bound to say that at the end of those five weeks the position may fairly be described 
as most hopeful and most promising. (Hear, hear.) I do not think that the millen- 
nium will come in five more weeks, nor in 50 weeks; but I do say that for a scheme 
of so wide a scope to be reccived as this scheme has been is a very promising and 
hopeful sign. It does not follow that because we have launched our ship with a slant 
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of fair wind that means the same thing as getting into harbour. There are plenty of 
difficult points which we have got to settle; but when | try from my conning-tower in 
this office to look round and read the signs in the political skies, I for one am full of 
Kope and confidence. The great thing is that in every party, both in India and at 
home — in every party, and every section, and every ‘group — there is a recognition 
of the magnitude and the gravity of the enterprise on which we have embarked; and 
that will have a very remarkable effect. | studied very closely the proceedings at 
Madras, and I studied the proceedings at Amritsar, and in two most able speeches 
made in both those places J find a truly political spirit in the right sense of the word 
— in the sense of perspective and proportion — which I sometimes wish could be 
imitated by some of my excellent English friends. I mean that issues important 
enough but upon which there is some difference are put aside — for the time only, 
if you like, but still put aside — in face of and considering the magnitude of the 
great issues which we present to you in these reforms. On Monday, in The Times 
newspaper, there was a very long and most interesting communication from Bom- 
bay, written, I believe, by a gentleman of very wide Indian knowledge and even, 
level-headed humour. Now, what does he say? He takes account of the general 
position as he found it in India shortly after the despatch arrived. “I might have 
dwelt,” he says, “upon the fact that I have not met a single official who does not 
admit that some changes which should gratify Indian longings were necessary, and | 
might have expatiated upon the abounding evidence that Lord Morley’s despatch 
and speech have unquestionably eased a tension which had become exceedingly 
alarming.” That is a very important thing, which I believe Parliament has recog- 
nised — certainly it is recognised in the Cabinet. 


View Of The Indian Civil Service 


We are not free to do altogether what we would like. We cannot fold our 
arms and say that things are to go on as they did before, and I rejoice to see what 
this gentleman says there. He is talking of officials, and — I speak quite frankly —I 
always felt from the beginning that if we did not succeed in carrying with us the 
goodwill of that most important and powerful service, the Indian Civil Service, 
there would be good reason for suspecting tha. we were wrong upon the merits, 
and even if we were not wrong on the merits there would be good reason for ap- 
prehending formidable difficulties. I have myself no end of confidence in them. | 
sometimes see in some journals of my own party suspicions thrown upon the loyalty 
of that service to His Majesty’s Government of the day, whocver and whatever that 
Government may be. It is absurd to think anything of the kind. If our policy and our 
proposals receive the approval of Parliament and the approval of officials, such as 
those spoken of in The Times the other day, I am perfectly sure there will be no 
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more want of goodwill and zeal on the part of the Indian Civil Service than there 
would be in the officers of His Majesty’s Fleet, or His Majesty’s Army — it would 
be just the same. I should like to read another passage from that letter:"It would 
probably be incorrect to say that the bulk of the Civil Service in the Bombay 
Presidency are gravely apprehensive. Most of them are not unnaturally anxious” — 
I agree; it is perfectly natural that they should be anxious — “but the main officials 
in whose judgment most confidence can be placed regard the future with the 
buoyant hopefulness without which an Englishman in India is lost indeed.” I think 
all that is reassuring, and no sign nor whisper reaches me that any responsible man 
or any responsible section or creed, either in India or here, has any desire whatever 
— except wrong-headed individuals; such individuals exist, I daresay, even in India 
— to wreck our scheme. That is a very important position to start from. And let me 
go further. We could not have a better sign — I am always told to realize the mag- 
nitude of what we are about, that statesmen abroad outside these realms capable of 
reflection are watching us with interest and wishing us well — than the remarkable 
and splendid utterance of President Roosevelt the other day at Washington. And if 
we turn from Washington to the East, in Europe, I know very well that any injustice, 
any suspicion that we were capable of being unjust to Mohammedans in India 
would certainly have a very severe and injurious reaction in Constantinople. (Hear, 
hear.) I am alive to all these things. Mr. Ameer Ali said he was sure the Secretary of 
State would meet out just and equitable treatment to all interests if their views were 
fairly laid before him. That gentleman did me no more than justice when he said 
that. The Government are most zealous and earnest, acting in thorough good faith, 
in the desire to press forward these proposals. I may tell you that our Bill, which 
will be submitted to Parliament, its assent being necessary, is ready. I will introduce 
it at the first minute after the Address is over, and, when it reaches other places, it 


will be pressed forward with all the force and resolution that Parliamentary condi- . 


tions permit. There will be no time lost. These are not mere pious opinions or 
academic reforms; they are proposals which are to take Parliamentary shape atthe 
earliest possible moment; and after taking Parliamentary shape, no time will, I 
know, be lost in India in bringing them as rapidly as possible into prdctical opera- 
fi0n. 


The Mohammedans’ Complaint 


Now the first point Mr. Ameer Ali made was upon the unfairness to the 
members of the Mohammedan community, caused by reckoning in the Hindu cen- 
sus a large multitude of men who are — not entitled to be there, in short. I cannot 
for many reasons follow that argument. I submit that it is not very easy — and I 





have gone into the question very carefully —-to divide these lower-castes-and to 
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classify them. Statisticians would be liable to be charged with putting too many into 
either one or the other division, wherever you like to draw the line. I know the force 
of the argument, and am willing to attach to it whatever weight it deserves. I wish 
some of my friends in this country would study the figures of what are called the 
lower castes, because they would then see the enormous difficulty and absurdity — 
absurdity — of applying to India the same principles that are very good guides to us 
Westerns who have been bred on the pure milk of the Benthamite word — one man 
one vote and every man a vote. That dream, by the way, is not quite realized yet in 
this country; but the idea of insisting on a principle of that sort — and I should not 
be surprised if my friend here (Mr. Buchanan) heard something of it before he is 
many weeks older — is absurd to anybody who reflects on the multiplicity of these 


varied castes. 


Mixed Electoral Colleges 


Then there is the question of the joint electorate — what is called the mixed 
electoral college. I was very glad to read this paragraph in the paper that you were good 
enough to send to me. You recognise the very principle which was at the back of our 
minds when we cam¢ to the conclusion of the mixed electoral college. You say: “In 
common with other well-wishers of India the Committee look forward to a time when 
the development of a true spirit of compromise or the fusion of the races may make 
principles indicated by his Lordship capable of practical application without sacrific- 
ing the interests of any of the nationalities or giving political ascendency to one to the 
disadvantage of the others. But the Committee venture to think that, however ready the 
country may be for constitutional reforms, the interests of the two great communities of 
India must be considered and dealt with separately.” Therefore, to begin with, the dif- 
ference between us in principle about the joint electorate is only this. We are guilty of 
nothing more than that we were premature, in the views of these gentlemen — we were 
impatient idealists. You say to me, “It is very fine; we hope it will all come true, but you 
are premature; we must wait.” But though premature I observe that your own suggeés- 
tion in one of those papers adopts and accepts the principle of the scheme outlined in 
our despatch. It is quite true to say, “Oh, but you are vague in your despatch”; but a. 
despatch is not a Bill. A Minister writing a despatch does not put in all the clauses and 
sections and sub-sections and schedules. It is the business of a Minister composing a 
despatch like ours of November 27th 1908, to indicate only general lines — general 
enough to make the substance and body of the scheme intelligible, but still general. I » 
should like to say a word about the despatch. It is constantly assumed that in the 
despatch we prescribed and ordered the introduction of the joint electoral college. If 
any of you will be good enough to look at the despatch, you will find that no language of 
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that sort — no law of the Medes and Persians — is to be found in it. If you refer to 
paragraph 12 you will see that our language is this: — 

“I suggest for your consideration that the object in view might be better 
secured, at any rate in the more advanced Provinces in India, by a modification of 
the system of popular electorate founded on the principle of electoral colleges.” 

You see it was merely a suggestion thrown out for the Government of 
India, not a direction of the Medes and Persians stamp. You say, “That for the pur- 
pose of electing members to the Provincial Councils, electoral colleges should be 
constituted on lines suggested by his Lordship composed exclusively of Moham- 
medans whose numbers and mode of grouping should be fixed by Executive 
authority.” This comes within the principle of my despatch, and we shall see — I 
hope very speedily — whether the Government of India disclose objections to its 
practicability. Mark, electoral colleges constituted on lines “composed exclusively 
of Mahmmedans whose members and mode of grouping should be fixed by Execu- 
tive Authority” — that is a proposition which is not outside the despatch, but 
whether practicable or not is a matter for discussion between us here and the 
Government in India. 


Alternative Plans Discussed 


The aim of the government and yours is identical — that there shall be (to 
quote Mr. Ameer Ali’s words) “adequate, real, and genuine Mohammedan repre- 
sentation.” Now, where is the difference between us? The machinery we com- 
mented you do not think possible. What machinery? Mixed electoral colleges. Well, 
as I have told you, the language of the despatch does not insist upon a mixed elec- 
toral college. It would be no departure in substance from the principle of our sug- 
gestion that there should be a separate Mohammedan electorate — an electorate 
exclusively Mohammedan; and in view of the wide and remote distances, and dif- 
ficulties of organization in consequence of those distances in the area constituting a 
large province, I am not sure that this is not one of those cases where election by 
two stages would not be in the highest degree convenient, and so there might be a 
separate electoral college exclusively Mohammedan. That is, I take it, in accord- 
ance with your own proposal. I do not commit myself to it off-hand, but, thinking it 
very carefully over with experts, a proposal of that kind — an exclusively Moham- 
medan electorate sending their votes to an exclusively Mohammedan electoral col- 
lege for the purpose of choosing a representative to sit in the provincial Legislative 
Council — is not outside the despatch; and we shall see what view the Government 
of India take upon a proposal of that sort. There are various methods by which it 





could be done. In the first place, an election exclusively Mohammedan might be 


direct into the Legislative Council. The electorate might vote for a man to sit in the 
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Legislative Council. I fancy that would be impossible by reason of distance. In the 
second place, you could have an election by separate communities to a local board, | 
and the local board should be the electoral college, the Mohammedans separating 
themselves from the other members of the board for that purpose. Thirdly, the 
members of the local board, the communities being separate in the same way, could 
return a member for the electoral college. Fourthly, you might have a direct elec- 
tion to an electoral college by the community, and this electoral college would 
return a representative to the Legislative Council. These, you sce, are four different 
expedients which will deserve consideration for attaining the end, having a more or 


less direct vote, and an exclusively Mohammedan voice in returning Mohammedan 


representatives. 


Moslem And Hindu 


I go to the next point, the apprehensions lest if we based our system on 
numerical strength alone a great injustice would be done to your community. Of 
course we all considered that from the Viceroy downwards — and whether your 
apprehensions are well- founded or not it is the business of those who call themsel- 
ves statesmen to take those apprehensions into account and to do the best we can 
in setting up a great working system to allay: and meet those apprehensions. (Hear, 
hear.) If you take numerical strength as your basis, in the Punjab and Eastern Ben- 
gal, Mohammedans are in a decisive majority. In the Punjab, the Muslim popula- 
tion is 53 per cent. to 38 per cent. Hindu. In Eastern Bengal 58 per cent are Mus- 
lims and 37 per cent are Hindu. Therefore, in those two pruvinces, on the numeri- 
cal basis alone, the Mohammedans will secure sufficient representation. In Madras, 
on the other hand, the Hindus are 89 per cent against 6 per cent of Muslims, and, 
therefore, numbers would give no adequate representation to Muslim opmion — in 
fact, no representation at all, In Bombay, tHe Muslims are in the ratio of 3°/4 to 14 
millions — 20 per cent to 77 per cent. The conditions are very complex in Bombay, 
and I need not labour the details of this complexity. I am inclined to agree with 
those who think that it might be left to the local Government, either with the assent 
of the Central Government or otherwise, to take other elements into view required 
or suggested by local conditions. Coming to the United Provinces, there the Mus- 
lims are 6°/4 millions to 403/s Hindus — 14 per cent to 85 per cent. This ratio of 
numerical strength no more represents the proportion in the elements of weight 
and importance than in Eastern Bengal does the Hindu ratio of 37 per cent to 58 
per cent of Muslims. You may set off each of those two cases against the other. 
Then there is the great Province of Bengal, where the Muslims are one-quarter 0: 
the Hindus—9 millions to 39 millions—18 per cent to 77 per cent, I do not know, 
but the case of Bengal deserves its own consideration, 
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The Problem Before The Government 


We all sce, then, that this problem presents enormous difficulty — how 
you are going in a case like the United Provinces, for example, to secure that ade- 
quate and substantial representation which it is the interest and the desire of the 
Government for its own sake to have, in order that it might be rightly acquainted 
with the views and wishes of those for whom it is making and administering laws. 
No fair-minded Muslim would deny in Eastern Bengal, any more than a fair- 
minded non-Muslim would deny it in the United Provinces, that this is a great dif- 
ficulty. You see, gentlemen, I do not despair of finding a fair-minded man in a con- 
troversy of this kind. From information that reaches me I do not at all despair of 
meeting fair-minded critics of both communities, in spite of the very sharp an- 
tagonism which exists on many matters between them. But, whatever may be the 
case with Mohammedans and Hindus, there is one body of men who are bound to 
keep a fair-mind, and that is the Government. The Government are bound, 
whatever you may do among yourselves, strictly, and I will even say sternly, to keep 
a fair mind and to deal with this problem in that spirit. Now, what is the object of 
the Government? It is that these Legislative Councils should represent truly and ef- 
fectively, with a reasonable approach to the balance of real social forces, the wishes 
and needs of the communities themselves. That is the object of the Government, 
and in face of a great problem of that kind algebra, arithmetic, geometry, logic — 
none of these things will do your business for you. You have to look at it widely and 
away from those sciences, which are excellent in their place, but not always when 
you are solving profound, complex political difficulties. I think if you allow some 
method of leaving to a local authority the power of adding to the number of repre- 
sentatives from the Mohammedan community, or the Hindu community, as the case 
may be that might be a possible and prudent way of getting through this difficulty. 
Let us all be clear of one thing, namely — and I thought of this when I heard one or 
two observations that fell from Mr. Ameer Ali — that no general proposition can 
be wisely based on the possession by one community either of superior civil 
qualities or superior personal claims. It you begin to introduce that elément, you 
can see in a moment the perils to that peace and mutual goodwill which we hope to 
emerge by-and-by, though it may be longer than I think. You cannot imagine any- 
thing more perilous to that peace and goodwill than a position of that kind. I repeat 
that I see no harm from the point of view of a practical working compromise in the 
principle that population, numerical strength, should be the main factor in deter- 


mining how many representatives should sit for this or the other community; but 














modifying influences may be taken into account in allotting the numbers of such 
representatives. 
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The Executive Council 


As regards Indian members on the Executive Council, if you will allow me 
to say so, I think it was dubious tactics to have brought that question forward. We 
were told by those who object, for instance, to recommend to the Crown an Indian 
member of the Viceroy’s Executive — we were told that it will never do, that if you 
put a man of one community in the other will demand a second. Well, those who 
desire a recommendation of that sort to be made to the Crown certainly will not 


have their path made any more easy for them by this kind of manifestation. But, as 


‘t has been mentioned, I should like to speak quite plainly and frankly. The Execu- 
tive Council in all — this will not be in the Bill — consists of six members. Suppose 
there were to be two vacancies, and I were to recommend:to the Crown the ap- 
pointment of one Mohammedan and one Hindu, the effect would be that of the six 
gentlemen one-third would be non-English. That may be all right, but it would be a 
very serious step. Suppose you say you will bring in a Bill then. That is much more 
easily said than done. I am talking perfectly plainly. You would not get such a Bill. I 
want to talk a little more plainly. I want to say that reference to the Hindu com- 
munity or the Mohammedan community in respect to the position of the Viceroy’s 
Executive is entirely wide of the mark in the view, I know, both of the Viceroy and 
of myself. It is not the principle upon which a representation of this kind will be 
made — certainly not by me so long as I hold the office of Secretary of State, and I 
am perfectly sure it will not be approved by His Excellency. If, as I have already 
said I expect, it may be my duty by-and-by to recommend to the Crown the name of 
an Indian member, it will not be for a moment for the sake of placing on the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council an Indian member simply as either a Hindu or a 
Mohammedan. Decidedly we are of opinion that the Governor-General in Council 
will be all the more likely to transact business wisely if he has a responsible Indian 
adviser at his elbow. But the principle in making such a recommendation to the 
Crown would be to remove the apparent disability in practice — for there is no dis- 
ability in law — of an Indian holding a certain appointment because he is an Indian. 
That is a principle we do not accept; and the principle I should go upon myself — 
and I know Lord Minto would say exactly, the same — is the desirability of 
demonstrating that we hold to the famous promise made in the Proclamation of 
Queen Victoria in 1858, that if a man is fully qualified in proved ability and charac- 
ter to fill a certain post, he shall not be shut out by race or religious faith, That 1s 
our principle, and beyond that I for one shall not be induced to go. There is a vcry 
great deal more to be said on this most important subject; but to-day I need only 


“tell you — which I do with all respect, without complaining of what you have said, 


and without denying that in practical usage some day there may be means of altera- 
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tion for meeting your difficulty — I do not know, I have no right to bind someone 
else who may fill my post — I see no chance whatever of our being able to comply 
with your present request: 


Conclusion 


I have endeavoured to meet you as fairly as I possibly could. I assure you 
we are acting in earnest, with zeal and entire good faith; and any suggestion that 
any member of the Government, either in this office or the Government of India, 
has any prejudice whatever against Mohammedans for the purposes of political ad- 
ministration in India, is one of the idlest and most wicked misapprehensions that 
could possibly enter even into the political mind. I am greatly encouraged by having 
met you. I am sure that you speak in the name of important bodies of your own 
countrymen and of your own community; I am sure that you are going to look at our 
proposals in a fair and reasonable spirit, and that you are giving us credit for a 
desire to do the best that we possibly can in the interests of all the communities in 
India, including also the interests of the British Government. I can only tell you fur- 
ther, if you will take it from me, that if this action of the present Government — His 
Majesty's Government, the Government of India — fails and miscarries, and is 
wrecked, it will be a considerable time before another opportunity occurs. You will 
never again — I do not care whether the time be long or be short — you will never 
again have the combination of a Viceroy and a Secretary of State who are more 
thoroughly in earnest in their desire to improve Indian government, and to do full 
justice to all bodies of the Indian population. 

The deputation thanked Lord Morley for his reception, and withdrew. 
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MEMORIAL PRESENTED BY SYED ALI IMAM, 


CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE 
ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE, TO THE VICEROY 


As authorised by the All-India Moslem League, I venture to submit this 


_ humble representation to Your Excellency on behalf of the Mussulmans of India on 


a subject that is at present occupying the most anxious thoughts of this community 
all over the country. That subject is the attitude of the Mahommedan community to 
the famous despatch of the Secretary of State dealing with the proposed reform of 
councils. The All-India Moslem League exhaustively dealt with the despatch at the 
sitting of its annual sessions held last December at Amritsar and is now anxious to 
place before Your Excellency through this representation, some of the grave con- 
siderations that arise out of the despatch, affecting the particular interests of the 
Mahommedans of India. The League is grateful to Your Excellency and the 
Secretary of State for the general policy of reform contained in the despatch and 1s 
of opinion that the measure of popular element introduced to help the administra- 
tion of the country with the safeguards provided in the despatch, will be largely 
beneficial in fostering the spirit and strengthening the practice of co-operation be- 
tween the rulers and the ruled. The League has every reason to believe that the 
responsibility created by the grant of generous concessions and the inauguration of 
a policy of liberal regard for popular views, will be of considerable service to 
prepare Indians to take a proper part in the administration of their countrymen. 
While the Mahommedans, equally with their non-Moslem country, gratefully ac- 
knowledge the liberal and beneficent concessions contained in the despatch, they 
nonetheless look upon the proposed provision of class representation contained in 
the said despatch with much dismay and disappointment. In the matter of class rep- 
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resentation the Moslems think that Lord Morley when dealing, however tentatively, 
with their case has overlooked the claims of this community in two weighty par- 
ticulars. These two are: (1) The effectiveness of Mahoinmedan representation 
through the machinery his lordship seemed to favour in the despatch (2) The im- 
portance of the Mahommedan community in relation (a) to seats in the Legislative 
Councils, and (b) in the Executive Councils. 

For the sake of convenience I will, with Your Excellency’s permission deal 
with the the two particulars separately. As to the effectiveness of class repre- 
sentation, the League has read with great stratification the principle enunciated in 
the paragraph 9 of the despatch and is of opinion that a more statesman-like treat- 
ment of Indian conditions was not possible. It welcomes, therefore, heartily and 
gives its most loyal support to the pronouncement that no system of representation 
would be satisfactory if it did not provide for the presence in the Councils of suffi- 
cient representatives of communities so important as are the Mahommedans and 
the landowners. The significance of the words ‘sufficient representatives of 
communities’ denotes that the communities mentioned shall have such repre- 
sentatives in the Councils as enjoy the confidence of the communities they repre- 
sent, and that the sufficiency of their numbers should be judged by the importance 
of their constituencies. The League, believing in the earnestness and soundness of 
the principle contained in the said para 9, naturally looked forward to its expression 
and maintenance in any suggestions that may be tentative, but illustrative of the 
method and manner in which these wise provisions were to be carried out, I have to 
say my lord, that paragraph 12 of the despatch which contains the suggestions relat- 
ing to class representations does not only suffer from deplorable vagueness of lan- 
guage, but is unhappily susceptible of a construction completely subversive of the 
just and wise policy which was pronounced in the earlier paragraph. As the League 
was therefore greatly alarmed at what appeared to be an unaccountable inconsis- 
tency, having the germs of much political trouble for the Mahommedans of India, 
the three important resolutions of the League bearing on the despatch which I had 
the honour to put from the chair at Amritsar will convey to Your Excellency the in- 
tensity of the feeling of the Mahommedans to the subject. 


(The resolutions and the speech introducing them are herewith annexed.) . 


Since then the London branch of the Moslem League headed by Mr. Ameer Ali, 


_C.LE., and Major Syed Hasan Bilgrami, M.D., I.M.S. waited in deputation on the 


Secretary of State, and the All-India Moslem League notes with a great sense of 
relief that portion of Lord Morely’s speech in reply to the deputation that deals 


with class representations as it affects the Mussulmans of India. It is the principle of 





mixed Electoral Colleges that created in the mind of the Mussulmans the ap- 
prehension that the elections as influenced by such a principle, will result in the 
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return of those who would be members of the Mahommedan Community, but by no 
means their representatives, as they would only be mandatories and nominees of 
non-Moslem majority. The pronouncement of the Secretary of State that the prin- 
ciple of mixed Electoral Colleges has not been laid down as an unalterable one in 
the despatch, and that his lordship was not sure that the election might not be held 
in two stages with exclusive Mahommedan Electoral Colleges, has been read by 
Mahommedans with much thankfulness as it has helped completely to dispel on 
this point the gloom that paragraph 12 of the despatch had cast on the prospects of 
the Mahommedans participating in the benefit that will result from the con- 
templated changes. The All-India Moslem League in this connection begs to assure 
Your Excellency that it has not the least desire that an iron wall should be raised 
for ever between the Mahommedans and their Hindu countrymen, but what it does 
desire is that considering the conditions prevailing in India, a real, effective and 
truly Mahommedan representation is essential in the best interests of the country. 
Having this all important aspect of class representation in view, and guarding it 
zealously against any encroachment, it will be a satisfaction.to the Mahommedans 


of India to be associated as much as possible with their non-Moslem countrymen. 


Both these objects are looked upon by the Mussulmans as essential for the 
proper adjustment of the balance of social forces of the country and as such I beg 
to put before Your Excellency the following method of election as a possible solu- 
tion of the problem. We suggest that the denominational element must be carried 
down to the very base, the first voting, and that it must necessarily be carried up to 
the intermediary agency, the Electoral Colleges, but that it need not be necessary to 
apply it to the representative who will be returned to the Council Chamber, 
whether provincial or imperial. It may be rightly urged, Your Excellency, that the 
religious faith of the man who sits in Council is not of any consequence to his con- 
stitution, but that his political creed is. It seems, therefore, advisable that whereas 
the constituencies, both original and intermediary, should be strictly denomination- 
al, the representatives in the Councils need not be so. As long as they enjoy the con- 
fidence of their electors and represent their political views faithfully, I do not see 
the least objection to leave to a denominational Electoral College the option to 
choose its representative in Council from any community it likes. In this way it will 
be possible for a Mussulman electorate to elect a Hindu, Parsi, Christian, or any 
other, and similarly for a Hindu electorate to choose a Mussulman, Parsi, Christian, 
or any other, to represent it in the Councils. I fully realise that at first the 
denominational electorate will naturally hesitate to make the experiment of electing 
a representative from any community other than their own, but the option will 
nevertheless create great possibilities endangering the independence of action of 
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each. I submit this scheme to Your Excellency’s consideration in the hope that, 
whereas effective class electorates from the very beginning, to the end, the pos- 
sibilities of avoiding be disregarded. I may be allowed to say in this connection that 
if the full due of the Mahommedans as to the number of seats in the Councils can 
be secured to them by means of separate and denominational electorates of which 
the Mahommedan section of the rural and municipal boards may form a part, the 
Mahommedans have no desire to court the resentment of their non-Moslem 
countrymen to vote again in the said Boards for the purpose of returning members 
to Councils. The Mussulmans think, Your Excellency, that the suggestions I have 
ventured to put forward above will appreciably dissipate any objection that may 
have been based on the ground of a double vote. 

In dealing with the importance of the Mahommedan community in regard 
to the claim to seats in the Councils I beg permission to treat subject in two parts: 
(1) Legislative Councils, and (2) Executive Councils. Now as to the Legislative 
Councils, the League is of opinion that Lord Morley’s despatch under estimates the 
claim of the Mahommedans by suggesting that their importance, and, as such, their 
claim to seats on the Councils, should be considered in correspondence to their 
proportion to the total population of the country. The League submits that the 
mere test of numbers is misleading and dangerous, as it is limited in its outlook and 
is not wide enough to embrace the social, traditional, and religious considerations 
attaching to the Indian Mahommedans as a community. The Indian Mussulmans 
contribute largely to the defence of the Empire, and considering the population, of 
the Frontier Province, Kashmir and the Punjab, it is not too much to say that the 
Mahommedans may rightly claim to have the honour of being the gatekeepers of 
India. It may also be submitted that as a community their religious association with 
the Islamic countries of the world is not without interest to enhance the value of 
their position in India. The traditional loyalty of the Indian Mahommedan to the 
British Government, and his religious obligation loyally to support the ‘Ul-ul- 
Amar’, the rulers, are, I submit, no small asset in the Imperial economy of India. It 
is with much gratitude that the Mussulmans of cherish as their most valued politi- 
cal possession the just pronouncement Your Excellency was pleased to make in 
reply to the well-known All-India Mahommedan deputation that waited upon Your 
Excellency at Simla in October 1906. Your Excellency than said to the members of 
the deputation, ‘You justly claim that your position should be estimated not merely 
on your numerical strength, but in respect to the political importance of your com- 
munity and the service it has rendered to the Empire.’ These words have sunk deep 
into the hearts of the Indian Mahommedans, and any measure to detract from their 








gravity and importance can only be accompanied with a sense of injustice to which 
so far the Indian Mahommedans have remained unhabituated at the hands of the 
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British Government. I can hardly convey to Your Excellency the extent to which 
such a measure is likely to occasion disappointment and consequent dissatisfaction 
to the Mahommedans of India. The reply of the Secretary of State on this point to 
the recent Mahommedan deputation in London mentioned above has, I am glad to 
say, in a measure abated the consuming anxiety of the Mahommedans. His 
Lordship does not see any harm in that, while numbers should be the main factor in 
determining the extent of representation, modifying causes might influence the 
number of representatives. The Mahommedans feel confident that wherever they 
may be in numerical minority as for instance in the Imperial Council, the Councils 
of the Government of Madras and Bombay, or any other Provincial Council the 
particular considerations mentioned above, attached to their community as a dis- 
tinct people, will always be found to be a sufficient and strong modifying cause to 
influence the number of the representatives over and above what they are entitled 
to on the ground of their numerical strength. It is this gleam of hope that has 
stopped the spread of the Mahommedan discontent created by paragraph 12 of the 
despatch, and I do most earnestly beseech Your Excellency to give the weight of 
your high authority to the fulfillment of hopes that have been so trustfully reposed 
by a community that has always implicity believed in the justice and good faith of 
the British Government. 

It is impossible for me to pass on to the consideration of the second part of 
this subject without submitting to Your Excellency that the despatch of the Govern- 
ment of India on the reform scheme, dated the ist-of October 1908, had carefully 
considered the claim of the Mahommedans, and had provided for them the means 
of securing ten seats on the Imperial Council, five by a special electorate, and al- 
most certainly at least five by general electorates out of twenty-eight seats to be 
filled by elected members. This arrangement was in keeping with the maintenance 
of the principle of effective Mahommedan representation, and had also the virtue 
of linking various class interests together in the rural and territorial electorates. 

The Mahommedans are under a heavy debt of gratitude to Your Excellen- 
cy and your Executive Council for the despatch which was characterised not only by 
far-sighted statesmanship, but had the great virtue of adjusting divergent claims 
and interests, on a considerate and equitable basis, and unless in some form or 
other the reform scheme is carried out on the principles, on which Your 
Excellency’s despatch was based, I cannot foretell its grateful acceptance by the 
Mahommedans or any other minority, great or small. 

As regards the Mahommedan attitude to the Executive Council I have 
much pleasure in submitting to Your Excellency that the League supports the sug- 
gestions of the creation of such Councils in the larger Provinces with a view to 
strengthen the hands of Lieutenant-Governors. The League also welcomes the sug- 
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gestion of enlarging the Executive Council of Bombay and Madras. The League, 1s 
aware that the Provincial Executive Councils created or extended will not be in any 
case large enough in point of number to admit two Indians in each, and as such the 
League hesitates, to ask for such a concession at present, but trusts it will come into 
existence in its own fullness of time. The League nevertheless has every hope that 
for the reason of the limited scope of appointment of Indians to the Provincial Ex- 
ecutive Council the claim of the Mahommedans will not be overlooked, and that as 
long as the requisite ability, efficiency, and integrity for the discharge of the duties 
of such an office will be forthcoming due regard will be paid to the aspirations of 
the Hindus and Mahommedans equally to serve their country and enjoy the esteem 
and confidence of the Government. As regards the appointment of Indians to the 
Executive Council of the Viceroy of League looks upon such a measure as the 
surest way of creating popular confidence in the administration of the country, and 
in as much as the most vital and far-reaching measures of administration emanate 
from the Imperial Executive Council, and also in as much as the policy of the Ex- 
ecutive cannot but look upon this measure as a concession of the greatest possible 
import. I am glad to be in a position to assure Your Excellency that the League 
looks upon this favour as an imperial gift to the people for which the most grateful 
thanks of the country are due to the rulers. The question of the appointment of a 
Mahommedan to a seat on this Council came up before the League at Amritsar, 
since then it has received much prominence by the reply of Lord Morley to the 
London deputation, and it appears that the difficulty of the Secretary of State in 
meeting the Mahommedans’ wish lies principally in the fact that he does not see his 
way to reserve two seats out of six in favour of Indians if he were to appoint a 
Hindu and a Mahommedan at the same time. He thinks it to be a serious step to 
make one-third of the Council Indian. The League, however, submits that there is a 
solution in this difficulty by creating a seventh membership. An extension in this 
direction will not be at all unreasonable as we have so far had no membership for 
education, to which might be added sanitation. Education has become a great, and 
is likely to become a greater, problem in the administration of India, and the ap- 
pointment of a Member for this all important work will secure at least two highly 
appreciable advantages. One will be the removal of a great want and the other will 
be the opportunity to satisfy both the great communities of India, Hindus and 
Mahommedans. The League feels very keenly on the question of the appointment 
of a Mahommedan to the Imperial Executive Council. It will be but the adjustment 
of political balance to have in the Executive Council of the Viceroy representatives 
of both the communities. The League begs to assure Your Excellency that there are 
now amongst the Mahommedans of India men who are not wanting in the requisite 
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qualifications necessary for such a high office. For all that a noble lord may have 
said in the House of Peers in England the League begs emphatically to assert that 
both the communities, Hindus and Mahommedans, can furnish men of marked 
ability to serve on the Executive Council of the Viceroy and as such the crowning 
glory of the reform will remain dim without Hindus and Mahommedans being given 
an equal chance of serving their country in close and confidential association with 
the head of the administration. 

In submitting the above representation the League entertains the hope that 
it will receive from Your Excellency the gracious considerations to which I humbly 
submit it is entitled. 
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MUSLIM LEAGUES MEMORANDUM ON THE 
GOVERNMENTOF INDIA AND THE MAHOMMEDANS 


ARECORD OF CONFLICTING STA TEMENTS 


THE details of India life and administration are too complex to be readily 
understood by anyone not familiarised therewith by residence in the country or 
constant study of them, and when, as in the problem of the position of the 
Mahomedan community in connection with the establishment of an electoral sys- 
tem, one proposal after another has been put forward as constituting the official 
solution the situation is likely to be misapprehended even by persons ordinarily 
well-informed on Indian affairs. They may reasonably be inclined to assume that 
the solution has been reached when the Viceroy of India concludes a telegraphic 
exposition of the latest plan of the Government of India with a declaration that, i 
his view, their proposals “do reasonably fulfil the pledges given to Mahomedans. 
Unhappily, however, the opinion of his Excellency on this matter 1s not borne out 
by a survey of those pledges, and the circumstances under which they were made. 
The purpose of this pamphlet is not to reargue a case for justice to the ——. 
medans, again and again set forth both and in India, but to give a connected view O 
the frequent and, unhappily, conflicting, official statements on the subject, so as to 
make clear to every unprejudiced render that the Indian Mahommedans have been 
taken to the verge of Land of Promise but have not been given possession. The 
results of this failure to fulfil repeated pledges, if it is adhered also to India as a 
whole, as well as to British prestige in the East: and hence the present chronologi- 
cal record calls for the attentive consideration of the Press, of the Legislature, and 


of other public men to whom it is addressed. 


The First Pledge 
It is well known that the first definite pledge on, which the Indian Mahom- 
medans rly in connection with the Reforms was given by the Viceroy in reply to a 
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_ representative deputation of leading Mahommedans from all parts of India, intro- 


duced by His Highness the Agha Khan, which waited on His Excellency at Simla on 
1st October 1906. A committee of the Executive Council, had at that time been ap- 


a pointed to consider the question of an expansion of the Indian Legislatures and 


other reforms in the direction of giving the people a larger voice in the conduct of 
affaiirs, general, provincial and local. In the address presented to His Excellency, 
the deputation drew attention to the importance of adequate recognition 

The position accorded to the Mahomedan community in any kind of repre- 
sentation, direct or indirect, and in all other ways affecting their status and in- 
fluence, should be commensurate not merely with their status and influence, should 
be commensurate not merely with their numerical strength, but also with which 
they make to the defence of the Empire; and we also hope that your Excellency 
will, in this connection, be pleased to give due consideration to the position which 
they occupied in India a little more than a hundred years ago, and of which the 
traditions have naturally not faded from their minds. 

Detailed methods of fulfilling this principle were suggested not only in 
respect to the Legislatures, but also in regard to local self-governing bodies. It was 
suggested that the local authority— in other words the Provincial Government — 
should, in every case, be required to declare the number of Hindus and 
Mahomedans entitled to seats on municipal and district boards, such proportion to 
be determined in accordance with the numerical strength, social status, local in- 


- fluence, and special requirements of either community; and that the- elections 


should be separate. 

His Excellency’s reply contained an explicit endorsement of the principle 
thus laid down, and gave the utmost satisfaction to the deputation, and, when 
published, to the millions for whom the Agha Khan and his colleagues spoke. Lord 
Minto said it was manifestly impossible to go into the actual details laid before him, 
though these would be submitted to the Committee of his Council he had ap- 
pointed to consider the question of representation. But he could reply to the 
general tenour of their remarks:- 

The pith of your address, as I understand it, is a claim that, in any system 
of representation, whether it affects a municipality, a district board, or a Legislative 
Council, in which it is proposed to introduce or increase an electoral organisation, 
the Mahomedan community should be represented as a community. You point out 
that in many cases electoral bodies as now constituted cannot be expected to return 
a Mahomedan candidate, and that, if by chance they did so, it could only be at 
sacrifice of such a candidate’s views to those of a majority opposed to his own com- 
munity, whom he would in no way represent, and you justly claim that your position 
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should be estimated not merely on your numerical strength, but in respect to the 
political importance of your community and the service it has rendered to the Em- 
pire. #1 am entirely in accord with you. Please do not misunderstand me; I make no 
attempt to indicate by what means the representation of communities can be ob- 
tained, but I am as firmly convinced, as I believe you to be, that any electoral repre- 
sentation in India would be doomed to mischievous failure which aimed at granting 
a personal enfranchisement regardless of the beliefs and traditions of the com- 
munities composing the population of this continent. The great mass of the people 
of India have no knowledge of representative institutions. 1 agree with you, 
gentlemen, that the initial rungs in the ladder of self-government are to be found in 
the municipal and district boards, and that it is in that direction that we must look 
for the gradual political education of the people. In the meantime I can only say to 
you that the Mahommedan community may rest assured that safeguarded in any 
administrative reconstruction with which I am concerned, and that you and the 
people of India may rely upon the British Raj to respect, as it has been its pride to 
do, the religious beliefs and the national traditions of myriads composing the 
population of His Majesty's Indian Empire. 


The Pledge Affirmed 


The first official document published in connection with the Reform 
scheme was the circular letter to Local Governments, dated Simla, 24th August, 
1907, outlining the provisional proposals of the Governor-General in Council as a 


result of the labours of the Committee already mentioned. In paragraph 16 of the | 


arguments of the deputation of the previous October were quoted with approval, 
and “special stress” was laid on His Excellency’s observations as to the mischief ofa 
personal enfranchisement regardless of the beliefs and traditions of the com- 
munities composing the population. It was admitted that in the past the repre- 
sentation of the Mahommedan community, even though supplemented by nomina- 
tion had been incommensurate with the weight to which it was entitled. It was sug- 
gested that in addition to the small number of seats the Mahomedans might be able 
to secure in the ordinary manner, it would be desirable in each of the Councils to 
assign a certain number of seats to be filled exclusively by Mahommedans. 

In submitting to thé Secretary of State their scheme of reforms, revised in 
the light of constant public discussion of the draft plan, the Government of India, in 
the dispatch of 1st October, 1908, were able to report that “all local Governments 
approve of the proposals for the special representation of Mahommedans which 


were made in our letter of 24th August 1907” It was pointed out that in some 


provinces there would be difficulties in the way of a separate Mahommedan elec- 














torate, owing to want of organisation, to paucity of numbers of qualified persons, or 
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to scattered residence. But the Government of India clearly contemplated separate 
ectorates as the normal and most satisfactory condition of things:- 

We would deal with the question in the same. way as we have proposed to 
deal with the representation of landholders. Our view is that in provinces where 
election by a regular Mahomedan electorate is feasible, that method should be 
adopted; that Mahomedan associations should be made use of where electorates 
cannot be formed; and that nomination by Government should be resorted to 
where neither of the first two methods are practicable. It will be for the Local 
Government to determine, in consultation with the leaders of the Mahomedan 
community, which plan should be adopted. [Para 30] 

Thus both in the draft and the revised scheme of the Government of India 
there was retention of the principle of separate communal representation, and it 
was laid down that wherever elections were found possible they should be con- 
ducted on the basis of separate representation of the Mahomedans. Yet in the 
“oleae 2 the House of Lords, on May 4th, Lord Minto speaks of this as im- 

racticable, and asserts that he does no r i 
pr ae t understand it to be claimed by any 


el 


Lord Morley’s Suggested Plan 


It will be in the recollection of all interested in this question, that in his dis- 
patch of 27th November, 1908, replying to the Government of India, Lord Morley 
“without rejecting the various expedients suggested by His Excellency for alae 
tion,” in order to secure the adequate representation of the Mahomedans, sug- 
gested for consideration a plan of electoral colleges, to which a fixed ae portiod of 
Mahomedans and Hindus in the ratio of population should-be returned, and which 
should elect to the Legislature of the province representatives for the two com- 
munities in like proportion. His Lordship remarked that among other advantages 
such a plan would “bring the classes specially concerned within the popular. elec- 
torate, and so meet the criticism of the Hindus, to which you refer in paragraph 30” 
— an observation which, incidentally affords proof that the Secretary of State un- 
derstood the plan of the Government of India to be one of election of “the classes 
specially concerned” (landowners and Mahomedans) separately from the ter- 
ritorial elections. 

His Lordship’s suggestion for mixed electoral colleges was immediately 
followed by the most vigorous protests from the Mahomedans in India and their 
brethren entitled and expressly authorized to speak for them in this country. Em- 
phatic resolutions on the subject were passed almost simultaneously by the con- 
ference of the All-India Moslem League at Amritsar and by the London Branch. 


_ The resolution of the latter body, whilst gratefully recognising the value of the 
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Reform scheme as a whole, set forth that “any method which entrusts the election 
of Mahomedan representatives to the Viceregal and Provincial Councils to a mixed 
body of electors would be highly detrimental to Mahomedan interesis, and that the 
only system which would meet the just claims and requirements of His Majesty’s 
Mussulman subjects is the separate election of their own representatives by 


Mahomedan voters.” 


The Deputation And Its Sequel 


The groands for this view, and for the alarm and apprehension the mixed 
electoral college scheme excited in Moslem circles, were focused in a repre- 
sentation laid before Lord Morley by a deputation of the London Branch on 27th 
January, headed by the President, Mr. Ameer Ali. In the course of his reply, the 
Secretary of State sought to reassure his hearers by pointing out that his scheme of 
mixed electoral colleges was not put forward as a direction to the Government of 
India, but was in the form of a suggestion for consideration. He said he would dis- 
cuss their suggestions with the Government of India; that a separate Mahomedan 
electorate was not necessarily outside the scope of the dispatch, anc that while he 
held that numerical strength should be the main factor in determixing how many 
representatives should sit for this or the other community, modifving influences 
might be taken into account in allotting the number of such representatives. 

These remarks were regarded as somewhat too vague anc indefinite to 
satisfy the Mahomedans as to the fulfilment of the Viceroy’s pledge, and a further 
pronouncement as a result of discussion between the India Office and the Gover- 
‘nor-General in Council was anxiously awaited. It was with the utmost relief that the 
community — and the large body of public opinion in this country supporting their 
claims — read an announcement by the Secretary of State of a decision to “meet to 
the full” the requirements of the Mahomedans in respect to th: elections. In 
moving the Second Reading of the Indian Councils Bill in the House of Lords on 
February 23rd, the Secretary of State said:- 

The Mahomedans demand ... the election of their own representatives to 
these councils in all the stages, just as in Cyprus, where, I think, the Mahomedans 
vote by themselves. They have nine votes and the non-Mahomedans have three, or 
the other way about. So in Bohemia, where the Germans vote alone and have their 
own register. Therefore we are not without a parallel for the idea of a separate 
register. Secondly, they want a number of seats in excess of their numerical 
strength. These two demands we are quite ready and intend to meet to the full. 

This unequivocal declaration, constituting an application in detail of the 
pledges given by the Viceroy some two and half years earlier, was received with 
much relief by the Moslem community. Their leaders regarded the battle for their 








54 











The Government Of India And The Mahommadens 


awaited with every confidence the measures of Government 
the two vital demands they had put forward. The London 
tly conveyed to Lord Morley the grateful thanks of 
the community; and took the opportunity to remark that they construed to the elec- 
tions for district, municipal and rural self-governing bodies, as these elections have 
invariably been included in the Mussulman appeal for adequate and distinct repre- 
sentation.” They asked for further details, and offered to supply any information in 
their possession calculated to assist in the framing of the scheme. 


rights at an end, and 
for giving effect to 
Branch of the League promp 


Opposition And Its Results | 


Although many of the Nationalist political leaders had expressed vague 
and indefinite sympathies with the Moslem claims, the acceptance of them by the 
Government was the signal for considerable anti-Moslem agitation. Meetings were 
got up in‘various centres to “protest” against the promised fulfilment of long-stand- 
ing pledges. Mr. Surendranath Banerjee and fifteen other leading Nationalist 
politicians in Calcutta issued a manifesto, declaring the “innovations” to be 
dangerous, and that they would “prefer the abandonment of the entire scheme [of 
reform] rather than see it carried in its present shape.” The subsidised organ of the 
Congress party here, and the Parliamentary group connected with that party, were 
active in pressing for what they were pleased to term the non- recognition of “creed 
distinctions.” A hostile amendment to the second reading of the Councils Bill, 
tabled by Mr. C.J.O’Donnell, asked the House to declare that it could not approve 
of “legislation by which it is intended to establish sectarian discrimination, and to 
apply sectarian tests both to members of Legislative Councils and to the voters who 
will elect them.” The falsity of the suggestions underlying these words, and of the 
analogies drawn in the amendment, were pointed out in a pamphlet issued by the 
London Branch, and evidence was cited to show that the opposition to the election 
of Mahommedan representatives on a separate register had for its distinct object 
‘the subordination of the stable and loyal Mahommedan element to Hindu, or 
rather Brahmanical, dominancy. 

In the debate on the second reading on April 1st, Mr.. Buchanan, the 
Under-Secretary for India, declared the Secretary of State’s adhesion to the 
“solemn promises” given the Mahomedans again and again “that .they would get 
adequate representation to the amount and of a kind they want.” From that 
promise, thrice repeated, “we cannot go bacx, we ought not to go back, and we will 
not go back.” The Prime Minister was equally emphatic, and brushed aside the 
sophistries underlying Mr. O’Donnell’s amendment. {n reply to some remarks of 
Lord Percy, he said (Times report): — 
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Undoubtedly there will be a separate register for Mahomedans. To us here, at 
first sight, it looks an objectionable thing, because it discriminates between people 
and segregates them into classes on the basis of religious creed. I do not think that 
is a very formidable objection. The distinction between Mahomedan and Hindu is 
not merely religious, but it cuts deep down into the traditions of the historic past, 
and is also differentiated by the habits and social customs of the community. 

To these declarations no exception could be taken, but when Mr. 
Buchanan came to details as to the form of fulfilling the pledges his remarks, as Mr. 
Ameer Ali observed at a public meeting on the following day, were not of a charac- 
ter to satisfy the community as constituting a complete and genuine fulfilment” 
(Times report, April 3rd ). Mr. Buchanan said that the scheme of joint electoral 
colleges having been dropped, Mahommedan representation would be maintained 
in the future in different ways in different provinces: — 

In some provinces by a system of Mahommedan electorates specially con- 
structed, in other cases by asking Mahommedan associations to name repre- 
sentatives, in others, at any rate for the time, by nomination. He could not give the 
House full particulars as to the various policies in the various provinces, but with 
regard to the United Provinces they had assurances from the Lieutenant- Governor 
that he held to the scheme proposed in the Blue-book. The substance of that was 
that of the four Mahommedans who were to be placed on the Legislative Council of 
the United Provinces two would be elected by a Mahommedan electorate, and two 
would be nominated by the Lieutenant-Governor. With regard to Eastern Bengal, 
the two Mahommedan representatives who were included in the constitution of the 
new Council would be put on that Council in accordance with the ideas submitted 
in the big Blue-book from the Governor of that province — that was to say, certain 
Mahommedans in Eastern Bengal would be asked to choose representatives. The 
only other province from which they had a definite recommendation at the present 
moment was Madras. They were unable to devise a scheme of a Mahommedan 
electorate, and they proposed, at any.rate at first, to remain with two Mahommedan 
representatives on that Council by means of nomination. — [Times report, 2nd 
April.] . ; 

In the speech already referred to, Mr. Ameer Ali promptly and clearly 
stated the objections of the Mahommedan community, and the grounds for them. 
To again quote the Times report (April 3rd) he said: — | 

For one thing, in every authoritative announcement on behalf of the 
Mahommedans they had expressed opposition to any resort to the system of 
nomination instead of election. There was no difficulty, as they had shown, in the 





creation of special Mussulman electorates. (Cheers.) Unless their representatives 
were chosen by themselves instead of by the Government their independence 
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would be questioned, and it would be asserted that they were only voicing the 
opinions of the Government by whom they had been nominated. With respect to 
numbers, it was absurd to give only two Mahommedan representatives to Eastern 
Bengal, where they formed a predominant majority of the population. In spite of 
this majority in numbers, they were willing to concede that, in view of the wealth 
and intelligence of the Hindu community, the latter should have a majority of seats 
in the local Legislature. But they certainly did not contemplate that their own 
guaranteed representation would be so utterly inadequate as two members only. 
(Cheers.) Unless the numbers Mr. Buchanan mentioned were greatly augmented, 
the Mahommedans would not be able to exercise a substantial voice in the delibera- 


tions of the Sirkar. 
The First Telegram From The Viceroy 


These views were fully endorsed by the Mahommedan leaders in India 
when information reached them as to the tenour of Mr. Buchanan’s speech. 
Meanwhile, there was jubilation in the opposite camp. Mr. O’Donnell refrained 
from moving his amendment, and the Congress organ, India, devoted a leader to 
showing that Lord Morley’s pledges were not to be fuiiilled; that “wiser counsels 
had prevailed,” and that though the scheme was still open to objection, the ship had 
at least been taken into mid- channel. The pressure of advanced Hindu political 
leaders upon the Indian authorities, now that it was seen that the pledges were not 
to.be fully regarded, was redoubled, and the effect of such pressure was seen when 
the Committee stage of the Bill was taken on April 19th. The Secretary to the 
Treasury, Mr. Hobhouse (representing the India Office in the absence, through il!- 
ness, of Mr. Buchanan) was asked by Earl I ercy to reconcile the statements made 
on the second reading with Lord Morley‘s promise that Mahommedan repre- 
sentation should be not merely sufficient, but something in excess of their actual 
numerical position. Mr. Hobhouse said that the Secretary of State adhered to that 
declaration “in all its fullness and completeness,” but added that the difficulty had 
been how to provide such representation without unnecessarily increasing the num- 
bers of Legislative Councillors. Communications with the Government of India on 
this “difficult and complicated problem” had been passing, and, telegraphing on 
April 12th, the Viceroy said: — 

The method proposed ‘is simply that in general electorates, such as 
municipalities, district boards, and provincial Councils, all sects and classes, includ- 
ing Mahomedans, will vote together. By ‘his means some, but not sufficient, repre- 
sentation will be obtained for Mahomedans. In addition, a certain number of seats 
will be reserved for Mahomedans, and no one but Mahomedans will have a voice in 
filling them. They may be filled in many ways — by election pure and simple, by 
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election by associations, by electoral colleges, or by nomination, as the circumstan- 
ces of each provirice require. The methods will vary in different provinces, and will 
be subject to alterations from time to time as experience may dictate. 

The Earl of Ronaldshay at once pointed out that elections conducted as 
suggested would not constitute a fulfilment of the promises given the Mahomedans, 
and that it was absurd to suppose that under the system proposed in the telegram 
they would be able to gain their fair share of representation on the Legislative and 
other councils. The news of this telegram was received by the Mahomedans in India 
almost with incredulity, for they could not believe that there would be so great a 
lapse between the promises of Government and their performance. But incredulity 
gave place to dismay and bitter disappointment, meetings were held in all parts of 
the country, and strongly-worded resolutions of protest were recorded by various 
branches of the All-India Moslem League, some of them being telegraphed to this 
country and published in the newspapers. It is not too much to say that the Mos- 
iems felt that they had been betrayed by the Government, and that they were, after 


all, to be subjected to the dominance of the Hindu majority, and consequently to be - 


a negligible quantity in the shaping of legislation and the influencing of executive 
action. The overwhelming evidence of this state of feeling could not be passed over 
by the authorities, and once more the Government of India pledged its word. 


Removing Obstacles From The Path 


When the Councils Bill came up in the Commons on report, on April 26th, 
Lord Ronaldshay brought matters to an issue by moving an amendment providing 
that the ratio of Mussulman and Hindu representation on all representative bodies 
should be fixed by executive authority, and that in every case in which any seat on a 
representative body thus assigned to the Mahomedan community was to be filled by 
election, the necessary electorate should be composed exclusively of Mahomedans. 
Lord Ronaldshay drew attention to published telegrams from important Moslem 
leaders in India, and said that they showed that the Mahomedans throughout India 
were suffering from a sense of grievous wrong and injustice. He truly remarked that 
‘f the Government followed a course calculated to shake the faith of this great com- 
munity in their undeviating justice and the invioability of their word, they would go 
far to undermine the whole fabric of British rule in Asia. Thereupon Mr. Hobhouse 
declared that there had been a mis-understanding of the telegram of April 12th, 
and that the pledges given were to be adhered to, He went on to say: — 

Looking to the size of India and the different customers, traditions, and 
habits of the various peoples, it was not surprising that the local authorities found in 
the course of their inquiries that it would be impossible to apply a uniform system 
under which the principle could be carried out. The noble lord thought that he had 
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detected some divergence between the views expressed by the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State and those expressed in the telegram from the Government of 
India. If there was a divergence — and he did not admit it — it was due to the dif- 
ficulties experienced by the Government of India in making the inquiries to which 
he had referred. That telegram did not necessarily close the discussion. It did not 
mean that they ad done more than propose to the Secretary of State certain 
things. It did not follow that the difficulties experienced by the Government of 
India were either permanent or fundamental. Every endeavour would be made by 
the Government of India and by the Government at home to remove any obstacle 
which might be found to lie in their path in carrying out the pledges which had been 
given to the House. it was quite impossible, looking at the different conditions 
which were found in every province, to set up rules for elections which should be 
uniform and identical. Wherever elections were found to be possible they would be 
conducted on: the basis of separate representation for the. Mahomedan community. — 
[Times report, April 27th.] 

While personally favouring the inclusion in the Bill of some such express 
provision for separate Moslem representation as the amendment proposed, Mr 
Balfour suggested the withdrawal of the motion, in view of the satisfactory under- 
taking with which Mr. Hobhouse had concluded his speech. The amendment was 
accordingly withdrawn, and the Bill passed from the effective control of the House 
of Commons on the express understanding that “wherever elections were found to 


be possible they would be conducted on the basis of separate representation of the 


Mahomedan community.” 
Yet Another Withdrawal 


After the Commons’ amendments had been considered in the House of 
Lords on May 4th, Lord Curzon asked the Secretary of State to amplify the infor- 
mation previously given as to the Mahomedan position and to make it clear that in 
no respect was there cause to fear that the pledges which had been given did not 
still hold good. In reply Lord Morely read the text of a private telegram he had 
received from the Viceroy on the previous day, to the following effect: — 

Hobhouse’s speech has been interpreted as meaning that major portion of 
representation accorded to Mahomedans is to be given through the mixed elec- 
torates, sych as district boards and municipalities, on which they will vote conjointly 
with other classes, and that the special electorates in which Mahomedans will vote 


separately are only intended to supplement general elections, and will carry only a 


small number of seats. I need hardly say that this is not at all what we contemplated. 
Our intention was that Mahomedans should have, by means of separate electorates, 
a number of seats closely approaching that to which their numerical proportion in 
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the population would entitle them, and that over and above this they would obtain 
some seats in mixed electorates such as district boards and municipalities, Univer- 
sities, Presidency corporations,and as landholders. In Bombay, for example, under 
the scheme detailed in my telegram of February 8, four seats are specially assigned 
to Mahomedans, and in addition to these, two Mahomedans will be elected by 
landholders and district bodies of Sind, so that they will secure a certain minimum 
of 6, or 28 per cent, their ratio to the general population being only 20. In the 
United Provinces, where they number only 14 per cent, they will have four special 
seats, or nearly 20 per cent of the seats assigned for election. Of course, the same 
ratio cannot be applied in all provinces, and allowance must be made for the status, 
character, and educational attainments of Mahomedan population in each case. 
There has also been misapprehension of our views regarding nomination, which are 
intended to be merely a temporary expedient to be resorted to until the community 
should be ripe for election. I do not understand any Mahomedan here to claim con- 
cession suggested — namely, that wherever elections are found possible they 
should be conducted on basis of separate representation of the Mahomedan com- 
munity. If interpreted literally, that would involve having separate Mahomedan 
electorates within the various electorates proposed, such as Presidency corpora- 
tions, district boards, and municipalities, Universities, landholders, and the com- 
mercial community. This is manifestly impracticable. It could only be effected by 
recasting the entire scheme and increasing maximum strength of all councils as 
fixed by Bill. On the whole case, my view is that present proposals as now explained 
do reasonably fulfil pledges given to Mahomedans. 


A Communique Of Similar Purport Was Issued To The Press Of India. 


Thus, at the moment when the Indian Councils Bill passed from the con- 
trol of Parliament, there were made public proposals constituting further variation, 
as the Moslem League contends, from repeated assurances of separate repre- 
sentation in all stages and in excess of numerical proportion. How His Excellency. 
can have regarded this latest scheme as “reasonably fulfilling the pledges given the 
Mahomedans” it is difficult to see. It is clear on the face of the telegram that the 
Viceroy has been misinformed. His statement that he does not understand any 
Mahomedans in India to have claimed concession of separate representation 
wherever elections are found possible is at variance with constant and emphatic 
declarations made by the Leagues and leading members of the community in India, 
including representations and telegrams addressed to the Indian authorities, and 
some of which have been officially published (vide the Reform Blue Books, Vol. 





11). The Mahomedans are well aware that the principle referred to would involve 
having separate Mahomedan electorates “within the various electorates proposed,” 
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and this is what they have understood was promised them throughout. His Excel- 
lency declares such a method to be impracticable, and says it could only be effected 
by recasting the entire scheme and i increasing the maximum strength on all Coun- 
cils as fixed by the Bill. In the annexure to the representation submitted to the 
Secretary of State by the deputation of January 27th a scheme of representation 
was outlined; the London Branch submits that this was entirely practicable, and 
certainly would not involve the recasting of the Reform scheme as a whole, nor the 
increase of the maximum strength of the Councils. Such increase would indeed be 
deprecated by the community as affecting its ratio of representation and thus tend- 
ing to take away with one hand what had been given them by the other. 


' The Alleged Concurrence Of Moslems 


By way of supporting the method of meeting Moslem claims outlined in 
the telegram published on May 4th, a number of communications appeared in 
Anglo-Indian and Home journals asserting that “the Government of India have not 
wavered in their original plan, which holds the field” and that “the mischievous sug- 
gestion of electoral colleges in Lord Morley’s dispatch caused such trouble as has 
arisen” (Simla correspondent of The Times, May 4). The Times of India, of April 
23, published a telegram from its Simla correspondent stating that the scheme Mr. 
Hobhouse outlined in the House of Commons on April 19th, was identicaf with the 
proposal of the Government of India given in the dispatch of October 1st — 

The sequence of events in this connection is that the Government of India 
proposed this arrangement in Mahomedan interests and that the Secretary of State 
put forward a modification of it, which was unfavourably received by the 
Mahomedans, and that in deference to Mahomedan representations the original 
arrangement has now been reverted to. 

With reference to these statements it should be noted that the London 
Moslem League in the representation submitted to Lord Morley on the 25th 
January, which expressed the general consensus of Mohamedan opinion, distinctly 
pronounced against the arrangements proposed by the Government of India. The 
statement that in deference to Mahomedan representations the original arrange- 
ment has now been reverted to proceeds upon a complete mis-apprehension of the 
Mussulman attitude. 

In order, however, to impress upon the British public the mistaken view of 
the case above referred to, a further extract from Lorc ‘ finto’s telegram of May 
2nd has been published as a White Paper (May 10). It cites an isolated passage 
from a letter addressed to the Viceroy on behalf of a special sub-committee of the 
All-India Moslem League (Aligarh), dated the 4th of February. This letter 
(published in full in the newspapers at the time) deals with a variety of subjects; it 
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welcomes the “Reforms.” expresses relief at Lord Morley’s declarations to the 
Moslem deputation of the 27th January with regard to class representation as it af- 
fects the Mahomedans of India,” states that his Lordship’s “pronouncement with 
respect to exclusive Mussulman electoral colleges had been read by Mahomedans 
with much thankfulness,” and reiterates with much emphasis the Mahomedan ob- 
jections to mixed electorates, as members returned by those bodies “would only be 
mandatories and nominees of a non-Moslem majority.” It suggests that “the 
denominational element should be carried down to the very base,” but waives it in 
the last stage, viz., the case of the members returned to the Councils (this position 
was afterwards abandoned); and submits that “whereas the effective class repre- 
sentation of Mahomedans is impossible, without giving them separate electorates 
from beginning to end,” the last suggestion would avoid the possibility of political 
‘solation between them and their non-Moslem fellow-countrymen. It then goes on 
to add “that if the full due of the Mahomedans as to number of seats in the Coun- 
cils can be secured to them by means of separate and denominational electorates, 
of which the Mahomedan section of the rural and municipal boards may form 
parts, the Mahomedans have no desire to court the resentment of their non-Mos- 
lem countrymen to vote again on the same boards for the purposes of returning 
members to the Councils.” The passage which has been furnished to the Viceroy 
for defeating the Mahomedan claims and upsetting the solemn pledges to them is 
merely incidental. It refers to the proposals made by the Government of India in 
the dispatch of October 1st; and states that the arrangements were in keeping with 
the maintenance of “the principle of effective Mahomedan representation”; that 
the community was under a heavy debt of gratitude to His Excellency for the dis- 
patch; and that unless the reform scheme was carried on the “principles” laid down 
‘n that document its “grateful acceptance by the Mahomedans or any other 
minority, great or small” could not be foretold. The telegram of the Viceroy 
added: — 

These views were shared by the Deccan Moslem League, Bombay, and the 
Madras Presidency Moslem League also intimated general approval. In fact the 
Government of India have received no representations from Mahomedans taking 
exception to any essential feature of proposals made in their despatch. 

With regard to the attitude of these two Leagues there is evidently a grave 
misapprehension, for on the 12th of February the Deccan League, and on the 14th 


March, and again so recently as the 27th April (barely a fortnight before the 


Viceroy’s telegram), the Madras League emphatically and unequivocally con- 


demned mixed electorates. (See Appendix.) - 
The most extraordinary feature in this eventful episode of British rule in 
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India is the fact that resolutions adopted in Mussulman meetings, though 
telegraphed to the Viceroy, do not appear to reach him. 


The Isolated Quotation 


In considering, the bearing of the telegraphed extract from a letter sub- 
mitted to the government of India more than three months ago it is itnportant to 
remember the sequence of events. The great and overwhelming anxiety of the Mos- 
jem community at that time was to obtain a reversal of Lord Morley’s plan of mixed 
electoral colleges. Lord Morley had received the deputation of the London Branch 
a few days before; but the full text of his speech had not reached India, and all that 
was in possession of the public there was a meagre and not very clear summary of 
his Lordship’s remarks. Those remarks left it still an open question whether mixed 


electoral colleges would not be adopted; and in the circumstances the League in 


India was apparently advised to press for adhesion to the principles of the despatch 
of October 1st. The Government of India had, in fact, reaffirmed the principles to 
which Lord Minto originally gave adhesion in October, 1906, and the Secretary of 
State’s plan would have constituted a departure from them. In pressing for ad- 
herence to those principles the Moslem League certainly did not commit itself to 


~ an acceptance of all details of the despatch of October 1st. 


The extensions and additions made in the general plan of the Government 
of India by the Secretary of State — extensions giving the Councils fuller powers, 
greatly increasing their maximum strength, dispensing with official majorities in the 
Provincial Legislatures, and in many other ways adding to the vital necessity for 
safeguarding the rights of minorities — profoundly affected the details of applica- 
tion and the general structure of the Reforms. 

The situation was further changed when on February 23rd (nearly three 
weeks after the letter quoted by the Viceroy had been submitted by the special sub- 
Committee of the League) Lord Morley accepted “the Mahomedan demand” — 
voiced as insistently in India as in this country — for “election of their own repre- 
sentatives to these councils in all stages,” and “a number of seats in excess of their 
numerical strength.” These pledges, combined with the drastic changes in the 
general framework of Reforms, made obsolete in no small measure the detailed 
proposals of the despatch of October 1st. To these the Government of India may be 
wedded; but it is not fair or just, on the strength of an isolated passage of a letter 
written long before Lord Morley’s pledges were made, and in the face of the over- 
whelming Mahomedan opinion which has so strongly and insistently expressed it- 
self all over the country, to claim that they have the entire acquiescence of the In- 
dian Mahomedans. The appendices show that, whether here or in India, the 
Mohamedans will be satisfied with nothing else than a full and generous discharge 
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of the pledges given first by Lord Minto then by Lord Morley, and repeated time 
after time on their behalf in the House of Commons. Not only so, it can be shown 
that the scheme set forth in the Viceroy’s telegram does not correspond in every 
detail with the plan of October 1st, as the Government of India supposes. But into 
this aspect of the question it is not necessary now to enter. 


Summary Of Official Declarations 


It has been deemed desirable to trace in some detail the varying and con- 
flicting official declarations whereby the Mahomedans of India, have been alter- 
nately gratified and disappointed, relieved and perplexed, and mollified and dis- 
mayed, and to show the justification that exists for the terms of the resolutions of 
the London Branch, dated May 6 and 13, given in the Appendices. It only remains 
in conclusion to present a bird’s-eye view of the many widenings of the path along 
which the Mohamedans have been led to the mirage of varying systems of repre- 
sentation only partially meeting their needs. They feel that the pledges given to 
them have been set aside, and that their interests have been subordinated to the 
clamour of a hostile agitation; and they ask for justice even now at the eleventh 
hour. | 

Here is the extraordinary record: — 

1906. | : | | 
Oct.1. The Viceroy expresses to a representative Moslem deputation his hearty con- 

currence in the view that in any system of representation whether to a 

municipalty, a district board or a legislature the Mahomedans should be rep- 

resented as a community, and says that their interests shall be safeguarded 1 in 
any administrative reconstruction in which hei is concerned, 


1907. 

Aug. 24. In adumbrating a draft scheme of Reforms the Government of India quote 
and reaffirm this pledge. 

1908. 


Oct.1. Insubmitting a revised plan to the Secretary of State the Government of India 
intimate that all the Local Governments approve of their proposals for the 
special representation of Mahomedans, and they propose separate 
Mahomedanelectorates as the normal and desirable method. 


~ Noy.27. Lord Morley suggests to the Government of India, in substitution of their 


proposal, a plan of mixed electoral colleges ona strictly numerical basis. 
Dec.17. The two despatches aforementioned are published, and immediately the 

Mahomedan community protests against.the mixed electoral colleges as fail- 
ing to fulfilthe pledges ofthe Viceroy. 











The Government Of India And The Mahommadens 


1909. 
Jan.27. Lord Morley receives a Moslem deputation and promises consideration of 


their claims as to separate electorates and representation in excess of strict 
numerical proportion. The deputation suggests exclusively Mahomedan elec- 
toral college. The Secretary of State accepts the idea. . 

Feb.23. Lord Morley informs the House of Lords that these two demands he is ready 
and intends to meet.in full. Hostile agitation on the part of Hindu politicians 
and their helpers in this country ensues. 

April1. The Prime Minister and the Under Secretary of State for India assure the 
House of Commons that there will be no going back on the pledges given the 
Mahomedans. But the Under Secretary, in stating details, speaks of the repre- 
sentation being carried out in different ways in different provinces, and of a 
numerical minimum in certain provinces so small that it is held by the 
Mahomedan leaders to fail to constitute a complete and genuine fulfilment of 
the pledges. 

April19.The Secretary to the Treasury, in the absence of Mr. Buchanan, reads to the 
House of Commons atelegram from the Viceroy stating that “in general elec- 
torates ... all sects and classes, including Mahomedans, will vote together.” 
and that in addition a certain number of seats would be reserved for 
Mahomedans. This announcement, indicating, as was supposed, abandon- 
ment of separate Moslem electorates as the normal state of things, causes bit- 
ter disappointment. 

April26.Mr. Hobhouse tells the House of Commons that the telegram had been 
misunderstood, and promises “that every endeavour will be made by the 
Government of India and by the Government.at home to remove any sort or 
kind of obstacle which may be found to lie within our power to the carrying out 
of the pledges which have been given before this House,” and that “wherever 
elections are found to be possible they will be conducted on the basis of 
separate representation for the Mahomedan community.” 

May4. Lord Morley, asked by Lord Curzon for further information, just after the 
House of Lords had accepted the Commons’ amendments to the Councils 
Bill, and the measure was no longer under the effective control of Parliament, 
produces a telegram from the Viceroy alleging thatthe Mahomedans in India 
had not asked for separate electorates wherever found possible; that this 
would be impracticable and involve the recasting of the entire scheme of 
reforms; and that a scheme partly of special and partly of mixed electorates 
would “reasonably fulfil the pledges given.” 
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May10. The Secretary of State presents to Parliament a further extract from the 
Viceroy’s telegr am, citing an isolated passage in a detailed representation created in the mind some of the loyal Indian Mahomedans the incorrect impress 
made by a Special Sub-Committee of the All-India Moslem League, with the that the paragraph in question suggests the grant of separate denominational repre- 
| | object apparently of suggesting that the plan outlined in the original part of the sentation to Mahomedans of India, whereas the All-India Moslem League regards 


Hi 
| telegram has approved of the Indian Mahomedans. As the special object of such impression be solely due to the optimism that proceeds from the unqualified 
the letter in question was to press for abandonment of the plan of mixed elec- trust that Indian Mahomedans have traditionally reposed in justice and impartiality 


| 
| toral colleges, and as Lord Morley had not then given his specific pledges on of the British Government, the All-India Moslem League deems it to be its duty to 
the subject, the letter does not afford the evidence suggested. The appendices deplore the vagueness of the language of that paragr aph and most regretfully con- 





show that the demands of the Moslem community have been insistent, consis- 
tent and clear. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
S.ZAHUR AHMAD, 

Hon. Secretary, All-India Moslem League, 
London Branch. 


42. QUEEN ANNE’S CHAMBERS, 
WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W. 
28th May, 1909. 


APPENDIX I. 


The Annual Conference of THEALL-INDIA MOSLEM LEAGUE, 


Amritsar, 31st, December, 1908. 


2. — That the All-India Moslem League regrets that Secretary of State for 
India has not explicitly confirmed in Despatch on the scheme of reform of Councils 
just pronounced His Excellency the Viceroy’s reply to the address presented by the 
deputation of Mussulmans in‘October, 1906, that in consideration of the value of 
the contribution which Mussulmans make to defence of the Empire and in view of 
the position which they occupied in India until recently, His Excellency was in ac- 
- cord with the members of the deputation who, in His Excellency’s opinion, justified 


cludes it to mean that the scheme of representation of minorities contained in the 
said paragraph does not and cannot secure the protection which is intended to be 
given to such communities as the creation of non- denominational electorates, 
whether original or intermediatory, precludes the possibility of the successful elec- 
tion of real representatives of minorities, and that the mére reservation of a certain 
number of seats on imperia! and provincial councils in favour of such communities, 
without any system of denominational representation from the first voting units to 
the representatives in council chambers, will end in the return of such members of 
minorities as are only mandatories of majorities, and that under the circumstances 
the All-India Moslem League views the suggestions in paragraph 12 of the said 
despatch with great alarm, and has grave apprehension that in their present form 
they are sure to create dire disappointment in the Mahomedan community, and 
that unless materially altered to suit their requirements, the essentials of which are 
representation on a purely denominational basis, they will mark the first breakdown 
of that implicit faith which Mussulmans have so long placed in the care and 
solicitude of the Government whose just pride and profession have been to hold the 


scales even. 
The Deccan Moslem League 
(Reproduced from the Times of India, 13th February, 1909) 


The League cordially endorses the prayer put before the Secretary of State 
by Mr. Ameer Ali, as well as the representation of the All-India Moslem League 
sent to the Viceroy by Mr. Ali Imam. In the opinion of the league, it is absolutely 
essential that the denominational element must be carried down to the very base, 
the first voting unit as well as the electoral colleges. It is also essential that the rep- 





| number strength, but in respect to the political importance of the community and : 
| the service it has rendered to the Empire, this League trusts that the important Seiad be oi ear a the Deccan League endorses the view put before Lord | 
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representatives at all stages, and for a number of seats in excess of their numerical 
strength, will be met in full, and trusts that the number of seats to be allotted to the 
Mahomedans will be commensurate with their political importance. 

2. — The Madras Presidency Moslem League is of opinion that Indians 
are sufficiently advanced to deserve the confidence of the Government, and be as- 
sociated in executive administration of the country, and urges their appointment to 
the Viceroy’s Executive Council. It also suggests the extension of the Council to 
admit of the appointment of a Hindu and a Mahomedan. The appointment of a 
Mahomedan will not only give immense satisfaction to the 60 millions of Mussul- 
mans, and strengthen their loyalty, but will also impress other Mahomedan Powers 
with the fairness and liberality of the largest Mahomedan Government. 

3. — The Madras Presidency Moslem League views with great concern the 
attitude of the Hindu Press and Associations against Lord Morley’s recognition of 
the Mahomedan claims. Such an opposition to the just and reaSonable demands of 
the Mahomedans only tends to bring about a rupture. between the Hindus and the 
Mohmedans, instead of creating the good fellow-feeling which ought to subsist be- 
tween the two communities and which it is the object of the Moslem League to 
promote. This affords another instance of the necessity of special safeguards for the 
protection of Mussulman interests. 

4, — In the opinion of the Madras Presidency Moslem League the grant of 
separate electorates to the Mahomedans will foster good feeling between Hindus 
and Mahomedans by removing all causes of friction, disappointment and heart- 
burning which all unequal contest in the electioneering campaigns is sure to en- 
gender, and which will no doubt accentuate the racial differences between the two 
communities, and retard their common progress. — 


Allahabad, 
28th March, 1909. 


Resolutions adopted at a Mass Meeting of Mahomedans, presided over by 
Moulana Moulvi Vilayet Hossain. The first Resolution was moved by Mr. Abdul 
Majed, Barrister-at-law: — ., 

1. — The Mussulmans of Allahabad assembled in meeting beg to offer 
their grateful thanks to Lord Morley and Lord Minto for the assurance that the 
demand of the Mahomedans to elect their own representatives at all stages and for 
a number of seats in excess of their numerical strength will be met in full, and trust 
that, in view of their political and historical importance, the number of seats al- 
lotted to the Mahomedans will be equal to those given to the Hindus and will be 


filled by election. They have no doubt that the recognition of the just claims of Mus- 
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sulmans will strengthen their loyalty. 

2. — The Mahomedans of Allahabad look with much concern on the agita- 
tion of their Hindu countrymen to thwart the just claims of Mussulmans, and hope 
that the agitation, based as it is on the selfish ground of making the representation 
of Mussulmans dependent on the goodwill of the majority will not shake the resolve 
of Lord Morley and Lord Minto to grant separate electorates and do justice to the 
seventy million Mussulmans of India, whose position has no analogy to that of the 
other communities of India, and who, unlike the other peoples in India, are bound 
together by common ideals and traditions of race and religion. 

3. — The Mussulmans of Allahabad beg to point out most emphatically 
that the difference between Mussulmans and Hindus is no mere difference of ar- 
ticles of religious faith but a difference between life, traditions, history, and all so- 
cial things; and in view of the state of feeling existing between both parties, nothing 
short of separate representation at all stages can secure the interests of Mussul- 
mans. Separate electorates’ will, in the opinion of the Mussulmans of Allahabad, 
tend to foster good feeling between Hindus and Mussulmans by removing all causes 
of friction, disappointment and heart-burning which an equal contest in elec- 
tioneering campaigns will be sure to produce, and which will no doubt accentuate 
social differences between the two communities and retard their common progress. 
Any attempt to overlook the present conditions, and to resort to premature and ar- 
tificial methods of unification, such as mixed electorates, will lead to further mutual 
distrust and disruption. 

4, — The Mussulmans of Allahabad beg to express their disappointment at 
the rejection by the House of Lords of clause 3 of the Indian Councils Bill regard- 
ing the formation of Provincial Executive Councils, and beg that it may be re-in- 
serted. 

5. — The Mussulmans of Allahabad are thankful to Lord Morley for the 
recognition of the principle of appointing Indians to the Viceregal Executive Coun- 
cil, but-they consider the appointment of a member from one community only will 
seriously prejudice the rights and interests of the other. 

6. — Acopy of the proceeding may be sent to the Press, and an abstract of 
the Resolutions may be sent by cable to Lord Morley and by telegram to Lord 
Minto. 


Rae Bareili, 
17th April, 1909. 


At a meeting of Mahomedans at Rae Bareili on the subject of the India 
Councils Bill, it was urged that the number of Mahomedan seats should not be 
determined by numerical strength, but that due regard should be paid to the past 
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and present political importance, social position, steadfast loyalty and substantial 
‘nterests of the Mahomedans in the country. Telegrams to this effect were sent to 
the Viceroy and the Secretary of State. A similar meeting was held at Fyzabad. 

Extreme bitterness of feeling exists among the Mahomedans in these 
provinces on account of the opposition displayed by the Hindus to Mahomedan 
claims under the reform scheme. | 


Deccan Moslem League Poona Meeting, 
17th April, 1909. 


1. — That the Conference endorses the prayer of the Mahomedan deputa- 
tion to Lord Morley for the Representation of Mahomedans by Mahomedans 
elected by Mahomedan electorates at all stages of the elective systems. 


2. — That this conference is of the opinion that if Mahomedans be obliged | 


to participate in general mixed elections it should only be for the purpose of sup- 
plementing their election in respect of a portion of their claims based upon grounds 
of political importance. This Conference strongly disapproves of nominations and 
mixed general elections. , 


Dacca, 
18th April, 1909 
Resolutions adopted at a Mass Meeting of Mahomedans, presided over by 


the Honorable The Nawab Bahadur, Khaja Sir Selimoollah, K.C.S.L.: — 
1, — That in the opinion of this Meeting no scheme of reform will be ac- 


ceptable to the Mahomedans which does not provide for separate election by them . 


of their own representatives. 

2. — That this meeting views with alarm the proposal that Mahomedan 
Members should be appointed by nomination only, and considers such a step as 
retrograde and highly detrimental to the interests of the community. 

3, — That in.the opinion of this meeting the announcement made by Lord 
Morley that he accepted the demands of the Mahomedans, both as regards the 
separate electoral colleges and as regards the adequate representation of their in- 
terests in proportion to their political importance, establishes the just and 
legitimate ‘nature of their claims, and any modification thereof will cause the 
greatest disappointment and irritation among them., 


Sherpur, 
18th April, 1909 





A grand meeting of the Anjuman-i-Mufidul Islam, Sherpur, was held on 
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Sunday, 18th April, in Mymensingh, to consider the India Councils Bill. 

1. — That in the opinion of this meeting no scheme of reform will be ac- 
ceptable to the Mahomedans which does not confer on them a privilege for 
separate election by them of their own representatives. 

>. — That this meeting is greatly apprehensive of the proposal to appoint 
Mahomedan members only by nomination and considers such a measure as 
retrograde and highly detrimental to the interests of the community. 

3. — That in the opinion of this meeting the announcement made by Lord 
Morley that he had met in full the demands of the Mahomedans, both as regards 
separate electoral colleges and as regards the adequate representation of their in- | 
terests in proportion to their political importance, is only a recognition of their 
legitimate claims, and any modification therefore will cause the greatest disappoint- 
ment and irritation among them. 

4, — That copies of the proceedings of this meeting be sent to the Viceroy 
and the Calcutta newspapers, and that Moulvi Ainuddin Ahmed, Joint Secretary, 
Anjuman-i-Mufidul Islam, be authorised to communicate the same. 


Noakhali, 
18th April, 1909 


At a meeting of the Noakhali Islamia Association held on the 18th April, 
resolutions identical with those passed by the Mahomedan Association of Sher- 
pore, Mymensingh, on the subject of the India Councils Bill, were unanimously 
passed. Meetings were also held in Feni, Netrokona and Brahmanberia. 


Mymensingh, 
18th April, 1909 


A public meeting of the Mahomedans of Mymensingh Town was held at 
the Town Hall on the 18th April, to discuss the Reform Scheme of Lord Morley. 
The following resolutions were unanimously adopted. Similar resolutions were also 
passed by the sub- Divisional Branch Associations of the Anjuman: — 

1. — That this meeting expresses its sincere and cordial thanks to Lords 
Morley and Minto for their having felt the grievance of the Mahomedan com- 
munity, and devised remedy for the same by incorporating into the Reform Bill the 
rights of the Mahomedans of India for separate election of members from their 
own community to Legislative Councils of the Supreme and Local Government, 
and having fixed the number of Mahomedan representatives in such Councils ac- 
cording to their historical significance and political importance. 

2. — That this meeting records its deep obligation and sincere thanks to 
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Mr. Ameer Ali, for his steadfast devotion to the cause of the Mahomedan com- 
munity, whereof he is one of the foremost leaders. 

3. — That this meeting is of opinion that no scheme of reform will be ac- 
ceptable to Mahomedans of India which does not provide for a separate election of 
their own representatives by their own communily. 

4, — That this meeting views with alarm and grave anxiety, the proposal to 
equalize the Mahomedan representation by nomination, and consider such a step 
as extremely retrograde and highly detrimental to the interests of the community. 

5. — That, in the opinion of this meeting, the declaration by the Secretary 
of State that the demands of the Mahomedan community, in India, both as regards 
their separate election and adequate representation of their interests on the basis 
of their political importance, is only the recognition of their just and rightful claim, 
and any modification thereof will operate as the cause of the ‘greatest disappoint- 
ment and irritation amongst them. 

6. — That this meeting earnestly desires to impress upon the Government 
the necessity of a Mahomedan member in the Viceroy’s Executive Council, either 
simultaneously with a member of any other community in India, at least alternately 
with a member of the non-Moslem community. 


Rangoon Moslem Association, 


19th April, 1909 


At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the members of the Rangoon . 


Moslem Association last evening, a Resolution was passed expressing gratitude to 
Lord Morley for separate representation allowed to Mussulmans, and copies are to 
be sent to Lord Morley and Lord Minto through the local government. In the next 
Resolution, members expressed sorrow at the hostile action of the Hindus, protest- 
ing against the above representation, at the Meeting held in the Town Hall, Calcut- 
ta, and appreciating the public spirit of Mussulmans in leaving the meeting. 
Another Resolution, which was to be sent direct to Lord Morley, expressed sorrow 
at the unsatisfactory reply received from Lord Morley in regard to the request of 
the deputation of the All-India Moslem League, London Branch, to appoint one 
Hindu and one Mussulman on the Viceroy’s executive Council, and requested Lord 
Morely to nominate a Mussulman. 


Feni, 
23rd April, 1909 


Resolutions passed at a large representative meeting of the Anjumani-i-Is- 
lamia of Feni, on the 20th inst.: — 
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1. — That in the opinion of this meeting no scheme of reform will be ac- 
ceptable to the Mahomedans which does not provide for separate election by them 
of their own representative. 

2. — That this meeting views with alarm the proposal to appoint 
Mahomedan members by nomination, and considers such a step as retrograde and 
highly detrimental to the interests of the community. 

3, — That in the opinion of this meeting the announcement made by Lord 
Morley that he had met in full the demands of the Mahomedans, both as regards 
the separate electoral colleges and as regards adequate representation of their in- 
terest in proportion to their political importance, is only a recognition of their 
legitimate claims, and any modification thereof will cause the greatest disappoint- 
ment and irritation among them. 


Morshedabad, 
23rd April, 1909 


At a large and influential meeting in Morshedabad of the Anjumani-i- 
Mussalman-i-Bengala (Association of the Mahomedans of Bengal), of which the 
Honorable Nawab Bahadur of Morshedabad is patron, held on the 23rd of April, 
under the Presidency of Nawab Jehandar Mirza, the following Resolutions were 
adopted: — or: 
1, — That in the opinion of the Anjuman no scheme of reform will be ac- 
ceptable to Mahomedans which does not provide for separate election by them of 
their own representatives, and does not give them in view of their political and his- 
torical importance, an adequate number of seats in addition to those due to them 
for their numerical strength. 

2. — That while gratefully thanking the Government and rejoicing at the 
generous policy of taking the Indian community in its confidence, as shown by the 
appointment of an Indian as the Law Member, the Anjuman at the same time views 
with'regret the non-appointment of a Mahomedan also to the Viceregal Executive 
Council, and earnestly prays for the appointment of a Mahomedan member to the 


said Council. 
Madras, 
24th April, 1909 


Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Madras Moslem League, presided 


over by the Prince of Arcot, K.C.1.E.:— 
1. — The Madras Presidency Moslem League most emphatically protests 
against the proposed nomination of Mussulman members to the Local Legislative 
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‘Council and trusts that the Government will adhere to the principle of separate 
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election in the case of Mussulmans, as the difficulties in its way are not preat and 
‘nsurmountable when compared to the advantages of popular election. 

2. — The League is strongly of opinion that Mussulmans of all the major 
provinces should always be represented in the Imperial Legislative Council, and 
urges that the Mussulmans of this Presidency should be allowed to have repre- 
sentatives of their own permanently, instead of alternately with Bombay. 

3, — This League views with great apprehension the recent Ministerial 
statements in the House of Commons maintaining mixed electorates and giving 
Mussulmans a voice in filling only supplementary seats, and strongly insists upon 
the fulfillment of Lord Morely’s pledges to the All-India Moslem League. The 
League trusts that Mussulmans will be allowed to fill all the seats to which they are 
entitled, both on grounds of numerical strength and. political importance, through 
special electorates in all provinces. 


The Punjab Provincial Mosle: 1 League, . 
24th April, 1909 


At a special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Punjab Provincial 
Moslem League, held at Lahore, on Saturday, the 24th instant, the following resolu- 
tion was moved by Khan Bahadur Mian Mahomed Shafi, General Secretary, 
seconded by Mian Ihsan-ul-Hagq, Barrister-at-Law (Jullundar), and supported by S. 
Abdul Aziz, editor of The Observer, and Maulvi Mahbub Alam, editor of The Paisa 
Akhbar, and was unanimously adopted: 

The Provincial Moslem League, Punjab, reaffirms its previous resolutions 
to the effect that the Mahomedans are, in view of their number and importance, en- 
titled to adequate and separate representation in connection with the projected 
scheme of Indian Reforms. The League has read with grave concern the statement 
recently made by Mr. Hobhouse in the House of Commons that the method of rep- 
résentation proposed by Government is that all seats and classes should vote 
together and that the admitted insufficiency of Mahomedan representation thus 
resulting would be attempted to be met by assignment of some additional seats to 
the community. Thé statement is clearly contrary to the pledges given by Lord Mor- 
ley to the Mahomedan deputation and repeated by him in the House of Lords and 
the League respectfully, yet emphatically protests against any departure from those 
pledges, the breach of which is calculated to cause great disappointment among the 
Indian Mussulmans. Separate representation at all stages is, in the opinion of the 
League, the only effective method of safeguarding Mahomedan interests on the 
proposed councils. “7 ewe ™ 
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Hardoi, 
25th April, 1909 


1. — That this meeting emphatically protests against the method of repre- 
sentation of the Mahomedans lately proposed by the Government of India, and in- 
sists on a Separate Mahomedan register from top to bottom, and it views with dis- 
trust the action of Government in going back from the promise which the Secretary 
of State made only a short time ago to concede the Mahomedan demands for a 
separate electorate in full and considers that the proposed modification will give 
rise to serious discontent among the Mahomedans. 

2. — That this meeting regards with much concern the agitation of non- 
Mahomedans against the just claims of Mahomedans for a separate electorate, and 
hopes that this measure will minimise the differences between Mahomedans and 
other communities, and return true representatives of Mahomedans. 

3. — That this meeting strongly opposes nomination, and prefers .repre- 
sentation by election, as the Mahomedans look with disaffection and disappoint- 
ment on the former course. 


Mirzapur, 
25th April, 1909 


' The Mussulmans of Mirzapur, at a public meeting held’ on the 25th of 
April, passed the following resolutions: — 

1. — In view of the promises made by Viscount Morley, the Secretary of 
State for India, and His Excellency the Viceroy, for a separate and exclusive repre- 
sentation of the Mahomedans in the Municipalities, District Boards, and the Legis- 
lative Councils of the Lieutenant-Governors and of the Viceroy, the Mahomedans 
of Mirzapur have read with feelings of great disappointment and surprise the 
telegraphic message of Reuter to the effect that His Excellency the Viceroy had 
lately recommended a mixed electorate and a system of nomination, and they 
strongly urge that such a course, if adopted, would practically mean a total denial to 
them of their right to be represented on the several assemblies. 

2. — That in view of their past experience and the present state of feelings 
between the Hindus and Mahmedans, the Mirzapur Mahomedans, foreseeing the 
evil consequences which must necessarily flow from a mixed electorate, and from a 
doubtful and invidious system of nomination, and believing, that the representation 
of Mahomedans under such conditions would be a representation merely in name, 
they would prefer that the Mahomedans of India should hold aloof altogether and 
leave to the Government and its official members to protect their interests as best 
they can. ; 


TO 
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Allahabad, 
26th April, 1909 


Allahabad Mahomedans demand fulfillment of promise for adequate 
Mahomedan representation by separate Mahomedan electorates in all stages on 
Councils and boards, protest against mixed electorates and nomination which 


means their political annihilation. 


Saharanpur, 
26th April, 1909 


Resolutions passed at a Meeting of Mahomedans of Saharanpur: — 

1. — That this meeting emphatically protests against the method of addi- 
tional representation of Mahomedans lately proposed by the Government of India 
and insists on a separate Mahomedan register from top to bottom. It views with dis- 
trust the action of the Government in going back from the promise which the 
Secretary of State made only a short time ago to concede the Mahomedan demand 
for a separate electorate in full and consider that the proposed modification will 
give rise to serious discontent among the Mahomedans. 


Bengal Provincial League, 
26th April, 1909 


The following Resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Bengal Provincial Moslem League held on the 26th instant: — 

1. — That this meeting views with grave dissatisfaction the scheme of 
Mahomedan representation foreshadowed by Mr. Buchanan in his speech on the 
second reading of the Indian Councils Bill, and is strongly of opinion that in order 
to secure adequate representation to the Mahomedans it is absolutely necessary 
that a fixed number of seats should be reserved for them, and that such number 
should be determined with due regard to their political importance. 

2. — That this meeting is of opinion that the Mahomedans have little or no 
chance of being returned by a mixed electorate, and that the number of seats spe- 
cially reserved for them in the recommendations of the Government of India is 
wholly inadequate, even in view of their numerical strength. 

3. — That this meeting is of opinion that it is essential for the proper and 
effective representation of the Mahomedans that they be allowed separately to 
elect their own representatives. 

‘4, — That this meeting is strongly opposed to nomination as a substitute 
for election in any Province in British India. 
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Meerut 


At a meeting of the Mahomedans of Meerut, presided over by Hafiz 
Hamid Hussain Khan, Rais and Honorary Magistrate, it was resolved: — 

1. — At this meeting of the Mahomedans of Meerut respectfully but em- 
phatically protest against the method of additional representation of the 
Mahomedans lately proposed by the Government of India and insist that 
Mahomedan representation should be by popular election. 

2, — That this meeting views with great apprehension and deep disap- 
pointment the action of the Government in receding from the promise which the 
Secretary of State made only the other day to concede to the legitimate demands of 
the Mahomedans for an entirely separate electorate and considers that the 
proposed modification is already giving rise to serious discontent among the 
Mahomedans as it defeats the very object of representative election. 

3. — That a similar method of election by separate electorates should be 
extended to municipal and district board elections. 


Shahjahanpur 


The Mahomedans of Shahjahanpur assembled in a public meeting ex- 
pressed their sense of dissatisfaction and disappointment caused by the statement 
of the Right Hon. Mr. Hobhouse in the House of Commons about Moslem repre- 
sentation upon the Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils and Municipal and 
District Boards in India. in their opinion no scheme of reform could be acceptable 
which does not provide for an exclusive Mahomedan electorate from the very 
beginning and at all the stages. Any modification of Lord Morley’s pledge given in 
the House of Lords would cause extreme indignation and discontent among 
Mahomedans. | 


Gorakhpur 


The Mahomedans of Gorakhpur, in a public meeting resolved that mixed 
elections are extremely detrimental to the interests of their community, and that 
separate electorates on a denominational basis could alone satisfy the popular 
demand, It was resolved respectfully to pray the Government to fulfil the promise 
made by the Rt. Hon. the Secretary of State. 


Basti 


The Mahomedans of Basti assembled in a mecting on Friday resolved — 
1. — That this meeting views with great concern the recent ministerial 
statement in the Commons, favouring mixed electorates and giving Mahomedans 
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only additional representation, and emphatically insists on the fulfilment of Lord 
Morley’s pledges. 

> — That this meeting respectfully demands a separate electorate for 
Mahomedans, both on the grounds of numerical strength and political importance, 


fromtoptobottom. _ 
Proceedings were wired to the Viceroy and Lord Morley. 


Netrakona, 
27th April, 1909 


Resolutions passed at a Meeting of Mahomedans of Netrakona: — 

1. — That in the opinion of this Meeting the Mahomedans will not feel 
satisfied unless separate electoral colleges be given to them as so justly promised by 
Lord Morley. © | . 

2. — That this Meeting views with consternation the proposal to appoint 
Mohamedan members by nomination, and considers such a step as retrograde and 
unjust, and also considers that such a step will cause the greatest disappointment 
and irritation among them. 

3. .. That any scheme not providing for the return of a definite number of 
Mahomedan members proportionate to their population and importance by elec- 
tion, will in the opinion of this Meeting be considered by the Community as a total 
disregard of its claims and interests. - 

4. That the recall by Lord Morley of his promise to Mahomedans will in 
the opinion of this tHeeting be puttinga repremium upon clamorous agitation. 


Kaisarbagh, Lucknow, 
27th April, 1909 


The Mass Meeting of the Mahomedans of Oudh, to vehemently oppose 
the mixed electorate, was held in Kaisarbagh, Lucknow, on 27th April, 1909, under 
the presidency of Raja Sir Tasaduk Rasool Khan Bahadur, K.C.S.I., of Jahan- 
girabad. 

The following Resolutions were passed, the first being moved by the Hon. 
Raja Sir Ali Mohamed Khan Bahadur, K.C.S.L., of Mahmudabad: — 

1. — Resolved that this meeting most emphatically protests against the 
statement made by Mr. Hobhouse in the House of Commons on the 20th April 
relative to the method of Mahomedan representation, and it is of opinion that any 
modification of the pledge given by Lord Morley will give rise to extreme dissatis- 
faction among the Mahomedans. _ * SS 

> — Resolved that in the opinion of this meeting no system of 
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Mahomedan representation on the Provincial and Imperial Councils will be either 
effective in itself or acceptable to them that does not provide for an adequate num- 
ber of seats in excess of their numerical strength, and for all such seats to be filled 
by election by exclusive Mahomedan electorates. 

3, — This meeting is further of opinion that the principle of separate rep- 
resentation, together with the allotment of a sufficient number of seats in excess of 
their numerical strength, should be recognised for the Mahomedans in all other 
elections at all stages, i.e., District Boards, Municipal Boards, Universities, & c. 

4. — Resolved that this meeting expresses its entire confidence in the 
President of the London Branch of the All-India Moslem League, and fully agrees 
with the representations made by him in deputation to Lord Morely, as well as with 
the protest recently made by him, after the statement of Mr. Hobhouse. 

5. — That this meeting is of opinion that unless the claims of the 
Mahomedans for a separate register and for the adequacy of their representation 
obtain full recognition, the reform scheme, far from being beneficial, must prove 
dangerous. 

6. — That the proceedings of this meeting be wired to the Local Govern- 
ment, the Government of India and the Secretary of State, and be published in the 
newspapers. | 


Fatehpur, 
27th April, 1909 


The Mohamedans of Fatehpur have passed a resolution to the effect that 
they regard Lord Minto’s reply to the Mohammedan deputation at Simla in 1906 as 
an echo from the Throne, and hope their interests will safeguarded and a due share 
of separate representation granted them under the Reform Scheme. 


Azamegarh, 
27th April, 1909 


The Mahomedan Association, Azamgarh, in an extraordinary meeting 
held on the 27th instant, unanimously passed the following resolutions, and 
authorised the President to send them by express telegram tothe Viceroy: — 

The Association strongly protests against any modification of the principle 
that the Mahomedans should have substantial representation at every stage of elec- 
tion not only with reference to their numerical strength but also with regard to their 
political importance. The Association is also of opinion that all the seats SO 
reserved for Mahomedans should be filled up by their special separate electorate, 
otherwise it might create much discontent and unrest amongst them. The Associa- 
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tion strongly protests against any principle of nomination to be introduced for the 
Mahomedans in any form whatever. The Association prays that the above-men- 
tioned resolutions be sent to the Secretary of State for India. 


Cawnpore, 
28th April, 1909 


The following Resolutions were passed at a Mass Meeting of the 
Cawnpore Mahomedans: — 

In the opinion of this Meeting the reform scheme will not prove beneficial 
to the country if it does not provide for the separate election by Mahomedans, 
through all the stages, of their own representatives, proportionate to their numeri- 
cal strength and political importance. That Mohamedans view with much ap- 
prehension the statement made by Mr. Hobhouse in the House of Commons, on 
19th April, and consider it as destructive of the hopes which they formed on the ex- 
press promises made by Lord Morley. Relying on British justice they still adhere to 
the hope that in the last reading of the Reform Bill their claims, as enunciated by 
the Moslem League, will be recognised in full. 


Bareilly, 
28th April, 1909 


A largely attended meeting of the Mahomedans of Bareilly was held on the 
28th inst. The following telegram was sent to His Excellency the Viceroy: — 

The Mahomedans of Bareilly, assembled in a meeting consisting of zemin- 
dars, ulamas, traders and pleaders beg to say that they are sadly disappointed to 
learn that the promises held out to them as to their separate representation under 
the new reform scheme are to be modified. They unanimously beg to submit to His 
Excellency that nothing but separate representation will safeguard their interests. 


Bhandara, 
30th April, 1909 
The following Resolution regarding the Reform Scheme was passed at a 
meeting of Mussulmans held on Thursday, at Bhandara, C.P. :— 


In the opinion of this meeting the right of separate elections at all stages 
should necessarily be granted. 


Sylhet 


At a meeting of the Anjumani Islamia, Sylhet, the following Resolutions 
were unanimously passed: — 


The Indian Mahommedans And The Government 


The Anjuman thanks Lord Morley for his assurance that he would meet 
the demands of the Mahomedans and give them class representation of seats in ex- 
cess of their numerical strength; that this Anjuman considers that any departure 
from the above promise would cause greatest disappointment and irritation 
amongst the Mahomedans; that this Association deeply regrets the unfair and un- 
just clamour of the Hindu agitators, and fervently hopes that Lord Morley will firm- 
ly stick to his words, and prays that he may be pleased not to overlook the just 
claims of the Mahomedans, whose loyalty is a valuable asset to the Empire. 


Calcutta 
The Times, Friday, 2nd May, 1909 


At a meeting of Mahomedans held at Calcutta on Wednesday, the Chair- 
man, Nawab Bahadur Syed Ameer Husain, C.I.E., was instructed to send a 
cablegram to Mr. Ameer Ali, the President of the All- India Moslem League, Lon- 
don Branch, expressing the hearty thanks of the gathering to him for his able ad- 
vocacy of the Mahomedan cause in connection with Lord Morley’s reform scheme. 


Nagpur, 
3rd May, 1909 


The following Resolutions on the Reform Scheme were passed at a mass 
meeting of Musulmans, held yesterday, at Nagpur, C.P.: 

That in the opinion of this meeting any modification of Lord Morley’s 
pledges would prove prejudicial to Mahomedan interests, and that, with due regard 
to their political importance, separate electorates at all stages should necessarily be 
granted to them. 


All-india Moslem League (London Branch) 
6th May, 1909 


Resolutions adopted by the Committee of the All-India Moslem League 
(London Branch), 6th May, 1909: 

1. That this Committee hereby place on record their extreme regret and 
disappointment at the telegram from His Excellency of State on the 4th instant as 
being absolutely at variance with the repeated assurances by which the Mahomedan 
subjects of His Majesty were given to understand their demands for separate repre- 
sentation through all stages and in excess of their numerical strength were definitely 
and unequivocally conceded. 

2. That the Committee find it difficult to reconcile the arrangements 
proposed in the telegram “that the Mahomedans “should have by means of 
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separate electorates a number of seats closely approaching that to which their 
numerical proportion in the population would entitle them and that over and above 
this they would obtain some seats in mixed electorates,” a hope which under 
present conditions does not appear to the Committee to be well-grounded, with the 
declaration of the Viceroy to the Mahomedan Deputation on the ist of October, 
1906, when His Excellency said as follows: 

“The pith of your address, as I understand it, is a claim that, in any system 
of representation, whether it affects a Municipality, a District Board, or a Legisla- 
tive Council, in which it is proposed to introduce or increase an electoral organisa- 
tion, the Mahomedan community should be represented as a community ... and you 
justly claim that your position should be estimated not merely on your numerical 
strength, but in respect to the political importance of your community, and the ser- 
vice it has rendered to the Empire. I am entirely in accord with Wes 

Nor can the Committee reconcile the suggested arrangements with the em- 
phatic and solemn assurance of the Secretary of State in the House of Lords, on the 
23rd February last, when His Lordship said: 

“The Mahomedans demand three things. They demand the election of 
their own representatives to these councils in all stages, just as in Cyprus, where I 
think, the Mahomedans vote by themselves. Secondly, they want a number of seats 
‘n excess of their numerical strength. These two demands we are quite ready and 
intend to meet in full.” | 

Whatever language may be employed to explain the present suggestions, 
the Committee fear the general impression among the Mahomedans will be that 
there has been a deliberate “going- back” from the assurances by which the 
Government had pledged its word to a loyal community. 

3. That the Committee regret profoundly the discrepancy between the 
views intimated in the telegram and the express promise made in the Commons on 

the 26th of April last on behalf of His Majesty’s Government by the Secretary to the 


Treasury . 
“that every endeavour will be made by the Government of India, and by 


the Government at home, to remove any sort or kind of obstacle which may be 
found to lie within our power to the carrying out of the pledges which have been 
given before this House ... and that wherever elections are found possible they 
shall be conducted on the basis of separate representation of the Mahomedan 
community.” | 

In view of the previous declarations and the unambiguous promise of the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as well as of the fact that separate electorates must be 
constituted for the few special seats reserved for Mahomedans, the Committee can- 
not help considering it unfortunate that the invidious and objectionable principle of 
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supplementary elcctions by mixed electorates should be maintained, and that voting 
on separate registers through all stages should be summarily declared to be imprac- 
ticable. 

4. That the Committee are apprehensive that the inconsistent and unsatis- 
factory manner in which the question of Mahomedan representation has been dealt 
with, will leave behind a rankling sense of injuctice on the minds of the Mahomedan 
people; and they earnestly trust that the telegram of His Excellency may not be 
regarded as finally closing the issue. 

12th May, 1909 


Resolutions adopted by the Committee of the All-India Moslem League 
(London Branch), 12th May, 1909 

1. The Committee of the All-India Moslem League (London Branch), feel 
constrained to take respectful but strong exception to the official publication on the 
11th May, of an isolated passage from a letter of the All-India Moslem League, 
dated the 4th: February last, as they consider such publication is likely to confuse 
the issues, and to create wrong impressions on the public mind. 

The present proposal of the Government of India is that the Mahomedans 
should have, by means of separate electorates, a number of.seats closely approach- 
ing that to which their numerical proportion in the population would entitle them, 
and it is thought that over and above this, they would obtain some seats in mixed 
electorates, such as District Boards and Municipalities, Universities, Presidency 
Corporations, and as land-holders. ; | 

From the passage of the letter quoted in His Excellency’s telegram, and 
now Officially published, it is clear that the sub- Committee was assured that under 
the arrangements thus proposed the Mahomedans would have ten seats on the 
Viceroy’s Council, five by special electorates, and five “almost certainly,” through 
mixed electorates. The Committee submit that the two points of view do not cor- 
respond, and that the assurance which elicited the gratitude of the Special Sub- 
Committee of the League on the 4th February is not identical with the proposals 
now put forward. This view is confirmed by a perusal of the whole of the letter in 
question as published in “The Times of India,” of February 8th. 

2. The Committee beg to point out that on the 1st October, 1906, the 
Mahomedan Deputation to His Excellency asked for Mahomedan representation 
on exclusive Mussulman Registers; that on the 31st December, 1908, the All-India 
Moslem League at its full Session at Amritsar, adopted an emphatic and unequivo- 
cal resolution to that effect; that the special sub-committee of the Moslem League 
on February 4th, sent to the Government of India a representation endorsing the 
same view this being the letter the Government of India now quotes an isolated 
passage from to prove the contrary and that since then the League has adopted 
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other resolutions with very little variation from that position. The Committee sub- 
mit that the expressions used in the letter of the 4th February must be read in con- 
junction with other portions of the document, and with recognition of the situation 
as it then existed. 

The Deccan League on the 12th February, and the Madras League on the 
14th March, the Punjab League on April 26th, the Central National Mahomedan 
Association on the 2nd May, adopted resolutions condemning mixed electorates. 
Since then, other meetings have been held at Dacca, Pubna, Moorshedabad, Mon- 
ghyr, and other places in Bengal, Lucknow, Rai Bareilly, Allahabad and elsewhere. 
The Committee are informed that copies of the resolutions have in every case been 
sent to the Secretary of State and the Viceroy, although it would appear from the 
terms of His Excellency’s telegram that the Home Department is not acquainted 
with their purport. 

The Committee beg respectfully to point out that the Mahomedans in all 
the Resolutions hitherto adopted by them have consistently urged that, “wherever 
elections are found possible they should be conducted on the basis of separate rep- 
resentation of the Mahomedan Community,” and a suggestion to that effect is con- 
tained in the very letter of the 4th February last, from which the passage has been 
quoted by His Excellency supporting the scheme of an exclusive Mahomedan 
Electoral College, and repudiating mixed electorates. 

With regard to the observation that elections on separate registers, as 
promised on behalf of His Majesty's Government by the Secretary to the Treasury, 
will require a “re-casting of the entire Bill, and increasing the maximum strength of 
the Council,” the Committee beg to draw attention to their case in the repre- 
sentation of the 16th April last, submitted to the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State, where this objection was anticipated and answered. — 


, 21st May, 1909 
Telegram from H.H. The Aga Khan, the President of the All-India Mos- 
lem League, to the President of the London Branch: 
Fully endorse London Branch League’s Resolution 6th May proposed ar- 
rangement detrimental Moslem interests. 


All-India Moslem League 


Gencral Meeting, Lucknow, 23rd May. 


At a representative meeting of the All-India Moslem League to-day 
resolutions were passed, under the presidency of the Nawab Vikarulmulk, stating 
that the League viewed, with great dismay the Government's intention to limit 
separate representation, which it considers as a distinct departure from the pledges 
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given, and is bound to create distrust of the British Government in the minds of 
Mahomedans. The League reaffirms its conviction that full, adequate, and effective 
representation of Mahomedans is only possible through the provision of separate 
electorates composed entirely of Mahomedan electors, for a number of seats as- 
signed not only on the basis of numerical proportion, but also in accordance with 
the political importance of the Mohamedan population. The League is of opinion 
that such representation should be extended to municipal and district boards, and 
also records its appreciation of the valuable services which the Aga Khan and Mr. 
Ameer Ali have rendered as the trusted representatives of the League. 


APPENDIX IT 


EXTRACTS FROM SOME OF THE SPEECHES. 


At a General Meeting of the Mahomedans held in Dacca on April 18th, 
1909, in his opening speech the President, the Hon. Nawab Bahadur, Khaja Sir 
Selimoollah, K.C.S.I., said as follows: 

If this proposal i.e., that a few seats should be given to the Mahomedans 
communally and for further representation, they should take their chance with the 
Hindus is adopted no Mahomedan. I am afraid, will ever get in under the second 
method, and the Mussulman representation will, in practice, become restricted to 
the few seats specially assigned to them communally. In other words the minimum 
representation will become the maximum and the whole thing will become a farce. 
Gentlemen, you will therefore see how essential it is for our community to insist 
that the Government should take steps to have a separate register for Mahomedan 
elections, and separate electorates for the election of Mahomedan representatives 
from top to bottom, and that the number of Mahomedan representatives should be 
fixed by the executive authority on considerations of policy, local conditions, & c., 
as we have repeatedly urged. it is essential, therefore, that we should elect our rep- 
resentative absolutely separate for all purposes and that our representation should 
be substantial. | 

At the meeting of the Anjuman-i-Mussalman-i-Bengala (Association of the 
Mahomedans of Bengal) of which the Hon. Nawab Bahadur of Murshedabad is 
patron, held on the 23rd of April (vide Appendix 1) the President, in his opening 
speech, remarked: 

That in the opinion of the Anjuman, no scheme of reform will be accept- 
able to the Mahomedans which does not provide for separate election by them of 
their own representatives, and does not give them in view of their political and his- 
torical importance an adequate number of seats in addition to those due to them 
for their numerical strength. | 
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That while thanking the Government and rejoicing at the generous policy 
of taking the Indian Community in its confidence, as shown by the appointment of 
an Indian as the Law Member, the Anjuman, at the same time, views with regret the 
non-appointment of a Mahomedan also to the Viceregal Executive Council, and 
earnestly prays for the appointment of a Mahomedan member to the said Council. 

As regards the Hindus and Mahomedans, they were not same people. 
They were not of the same religion and did not speak the same language, Hence 
where was the difficulty or objection to separate representation for the 
Mahomedans from among themselves. Therefore, he suggested it was necessary 
there should be separate voting, and that it should be for all purposes. The 
Mahomedans should be able to vote for District Boards and Municipal Boards, and 
for Councils, both Imperial and Provincial. They should ask the Government to 
consider whether separate voting was not necessary for the existence and well- 


being of the Mahomedan community. There should be a register for Mahomedan. 


voters who should vote for Mahomedan members only. Mahomedan interests were 
identical with and depended upon the existence and maintenance of British 
supremacy in India. That was the reason of their loyalty. It was an intelligent loyalty. 
It was useless to vilify the Mahomedans, and charge them with moral. cowardice, 
and being the enemies of the country with being time-serving and self-seeking. The 
Mahomedans were staunch supporters of the Government, because they welcomed 
the existence of a third power which held the balance evenly between Hindus and 
Mahomedans, prevented them from flying at one another’s throats, protected their 
rights with justness and fairness, and, above all, prevented external aggression into 
the country. 

After reading the remarks of Mr. Hobhouse, Under-Secretary of State for 
India, in the House of Commons, regarding separate Mahomedan representation, 
as well as the opinion of the Nawab of Dacca on the same subject, the President 
went on to say that any talk to the effect that, in proportion, the Mahomedans were 
getting more votes, was idle. So long as the Mahomedans had to take part in the 
general elections they would be hopelessly outvoted, and not represented by mem- 
bers of their own community. | 

Then there remained the question of nomination which did not serve 
their purpose either. There were two evils of nomination. In the first place, it was 
not always that the nominated member was the member who represented the 
views of the community or concerned himself in every way with the welfare of the 
community. Secondly, suppose the nominated member in the Council found 
himself in opposition to certain measures of the Government with regard to the 
Mahomedan community. In some way or other nomination affected Mahomedan 


interests injuriously. 
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Therefore, nomination alone was not sufficient for their interests. Suppose 
it was said nomination was very good for Mahomedans; would that extend to other 
communities also? They must protest against nomination. They implored the 
Government not to yield to wire-pulling and to clamour, but to protect their inter- 
ests and not to obtain quietness at the sacrifice of Mahomedan interests. 

The following account of the great Mahomedan Meeting at Lucknow, held 
on 27th April, is taken from the Indian Daily Telegraph of 29th April: 

“No greater assemblage has ever been witnessed in Lucknow, and the una- 
nimity of the proceedings, the enthusiasm which prevailed and the continuous 
bursts of applause which greeted the speakers all testified to the united front which 
the Mahomedans of Oudh are showing in the protection of their national interests. 
It was a remarkable political demonstration, which will not easily be forgotten. The 
religious leaders of the Shia and Sunni communities occupied seats of honour, and 
some of them took an active part in the meeting. Among those present were: The 
Honourable Raja of Mahmudabad, K.C.LE., the Rajah of Jehangirabad, K.C.S.L.; 
Rajah Naushad Ali Khan; Khan Bahadur Mumtaz Ali Khan; Mohammad Ali Khan; 
Thakur Nawab Ali Khan; Choudhri Murtaza Husain; Choudhri Kazim Husain; 
Choudhri Shefqul Zaman; Sheikh Ghafurul Rahman; Sheikh Ehsan Husain of Sub- 
eha; Moulvie Abdul Majid; Moulvi Abdul Hameed; Moulvi Mahomed Aslam; 
Moulvi Abdul Bari; Moulana Shibli; Mujtahid Aga Hasan; Syed Raza Ali Saheb 
Pesh Namaz; Moulana Ibn Hasan Saheb; Moulvi Abdul Aziz; Moulvi Nazir Husain 
Mujathid-ui-Asir; Moulana Najmul Hasan Saheb; Moulana Mahomed Baqar 
Saheb; Syed Mehdi Hasan Saheb; Choudhri Fida Husain; Nawab Ghain Babadur; 
Nawab Mahomed Hasan Khan; Hakeem Nazeer Hasan Khan; Khan Bahadur 
Nawab Haider Mirza; Nawab Mashed; Nawab Shefi Ali Khan; Nawab Amjad Ali 
Khan; Nawab Mahomed Nawab; Nawab Kasim Ali Khan; Hakeem Abid All; 
Hakeem Baquar Saheb; Nawab Shah Mir Khan; M. Etisham. Ali; Mirza Mahomed 
Abbas; and all the leading Barristers, Pleaders and Mahomedan Raises of Luck- 
now.” 

In moving the first resolution (Appendix I., p. 47) the Honorable Raja Sir 
Ali Mohamed Khan, K.C.IL.E., of Mahmudabad, said as follows: 

“Before I move the first resolution I should like to tell you, as clearly 
as I can, that it is far from our minds to oppose any class or community. The 
object of this meeting is simply to protest against the method of Mahomedan rep- 
resentation as outlined in the statement made by Mr. Hobhouse in the House of 
Commons, and to insist upon the fulfilment of the pledge given by country, that 
it will minimise the chances ofa conflict between them. The Mahomedans, 
being in a minority, are naturally anxious lest they should be swamped by 
the majority. In fact the majority ought to have shown some considera- 
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tion for the interest of the minority, instead of blaming the latter for taking steps to 
make its position more secure. I cannot enlarge on this point just now, for want of 
time, and I ask your permission to introduce the first resolution.” 

Shams-ul-ulma Maulvi Shibli Nomani, in moving the fifth resolution, said 
that as an educationalist he had never before interfered in political affairs, but the 
importance of the occasion now demanded that he should throw in his lot with his 
countrymen. He did not wish to accentuate the already strained relations between 
the two communities. it seemed to him that there was nothing to be said in favour of 
mixed electorates, but, on the other hand, separate electorates would be useful to 
both parties. he urged that Mahomedans knew their own interests better than Hin- 
dus. 

At the General Meeting of the Madras Presidency Moslem League, held 
on the 24th April, under the Presidency of the Prince of Arcot, K.C.LE., Mr. Yakub 
Hasan, in moving the first resolution (vide Appendix L., p. 41), said as follows: 

“Tt is a patent fact that the essential features of the new reforms consist in 
the generous recognition of the claim that the people of India of all classes and in- 
terests should have a voice in the administration of the country, and in the words of 
Lord Minto himself, ‘in a genuine attempt to treat’ it on more liberal and com- 
prehensive lines than we have hitherto been able to follow. His Lordship fully 
recognised that the real representation of the people can only be secured through 
their own voluntary agency. In paragraph 29 of the Government of India’s 
Despatch, he observed (that in any scheme of extension which the Government 
might put forth) ‘the principle to be borne in mind is that election by the wishes of 
the people is the ultimate object to be secured, whatever may be the actual 
machinery adopted for giving effect to it.’ Special emphasis was thus laid upon the 
elective principle, and Lord Morely also wrote, to quote his own words, that he 
‘supports popular election instead of requiring to supply deficiencies by the 
dubious method of nomination.’ 

“And yet in the case of the representation of the Mussulmans of this part 
of the country, that ‘dubious method of nomination’ is proposed to be adopted. We 
shall, in that case, to all practical purposes, be shut out from participating in the 
benefits of those reforms which the whole country has welcomed with so much 
jubilation. We shall gain nothing, whatever, and shall remain exactly where we were 
at the time of the inauguration of the reforms. 

“Nomination is, of course, a very easy method of selection, and, therefore, 
it may be satisfactory to the Government. But it is not so to the people, and when 
there is ‘no great difficulty in compiling suitable registers,’ and when there would be 
‘great advantages in the constitution of separate special electorates, we may in fair- 
ness ask the Government not to destroy the very spirit of the reforms by resorting to 
the doubtful method of nomination in our case.” 


REPORT OF THE ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE FOR 1910 
16 December 1910 


The year under review is the fourth of the existence of the League, called 
into being through the exertions of Nawab Viqar- ul-Mulk Bahadur, at an informal 
meeting of the leading Mussulmans of India held at Dacca in December 1906. It 
has given example proof of its usefulness by championing the Muslim cause and ef- 
fectively representing the community during the most trying period of the British 
occupation of India. It has had the good fortune of being guided in its initial stages 
by a statesman of the calibre of the Nawab Viqar-ul-Mulk Bahadur who has 
watched over its growth with almost parentel concern. 

When by the unanimous suffrage of his co-religionists Nawab Vigar-ul- 
Mulk Bahadur, was elevated to the Secretaryship of the M.A.O. College, Major 
S.H. Bilgrami was called to the work. But owing to certain reasons he had to go to 
England, where he did very useful work when the reform scheme was under discus- 
sion at the India Office. During this period Haji Mohammad Musa Khan, the 
Honorary Joint Secretary, held the current charge of the duties of the Honorary 
Secretary, which he tried to perform to the best of his abilities. 

The unprecedented success which the League has achieved in a compara- 
tively short time is in no little measure due to the unstinted efforts and munificent 
support of His Highness the Aga Khan who has been its President from its very in- 
ception. His Highness has taken the warmest interest in the successful working of 
the League. His sincere devotion to the cause of his community and his constant 
presence in England and exalted position has been better able to serve our com- 
munal interests than any organisation however powerful. 

At the Delhi Sessions of the Leaguc I was unanimously elected Honorary 


Secretary and although sore in spirit and weighed down by domestic calamities, I 
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had to respond to thé call of duty, as it came in clear and unmistakable terms. At 
the same Sessions it was decided owing to reasons well-known to the Muslim 
public, that the head-quarters of the League be transferred from Aligarh to Luck- 
now. I took charge of my duties on the 14th February and opened the office of the 
League in Lucknow on the 1st March 1910. 

The All-India Muslim League as is well known, is not a body of agitators, it 
has set before itself certain ideals, and is making a determined effort for their 
realisation. The primary aim of the League was the political education of the Mus- 
lims and the safeguarding of their political rights. But the Muslim leaders, specially 
H.H. the President and the Rt.Hon. Syed Ameer Ali realised that the entire diver- 
sion of our efforts to the barren field of politics would be detrimental to our intel- 
lectual and material advancement. The Rt. Hon. Syed Ameer Ali proposed the 
division of the work of the League into four sections: 

(i) Political, | 

(ii) Educational, 

(iii) Economic, and 

(iv) Sociological. 

The attention of the Provincial Leagues has been called to this division of 
work which is likely to play a great part in the regeneration of the community but 
owing to the dearth of leisured workers we have as yet been able to achieve but lit- 
tle. The Punjab Provincial League has, however, ntade a beginning in this direction 
and it is hoped that the other Branches will soon follow the excellent example set by 
that body. 

I shall in the following pages give a brief summary of the activities of the 
League since I assumed office. 

At this time the office of the League consisted of a Personal Assistant, two 
clerks and a Duftari. But this staff was entirely unsuited to cope with the steady in- 
crease in the work of the League. I had, therefore, to appoint an Assistant 
Secretary who could carry on correspondence and routine work during my frequent 
absence, and also help me otherwise. I also added a typist to the staff, for the copy- 
ing of circular letters etc. 

The increase in the work can be gauged to a small extent from the fact that 
upto 30th November, 6730 letters and packets were dispatched from this office, 
compared with 3278 in the last year. 

After the Headquarters of the league were transferred to Lucknow the 
right of the League to correspond direct with the government of India was ques- 
tioned, and so a strong representation clearly enunciating the Imperial character of 
the League was made and I am glad to say that the Government of India after full 
consideration acknowledged our undoubted right to correspond with it direct. 
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Public Service 


The subject which has most engaged the attention of the League has been 
the due representation of Mussulmans in the Public Service. The time is long past 
when Mussulmans claimed concessions on account of their backwardness in educa- 
tion. Thanks to the foundation of the Aligarh College and the enthusiastic efforts of 
Sir Syed Ahmed and his colleagues, our community too can now boast of an in- 
creasing supply of men competent to fill the most responsible posts under the 
Government. There was a time even under the British government when the Mus- 
sulmans monopolised the majority of posts to which Indians could aspire in those 
days. But there was a deplorable change for the worse when a knowledge of English 
became a sine qua non for employment under Government. They were under the 
false impression that Western culture would undermine their religious beliefs, and 
held aloof while other communities which had no such prejudices against foreign 
culture took advantage of the educational facilities liberally provided by the govern- 
ment and rapidly ousted the backward Muslims from the position occupied by them 
in the administration. When the Muslims woke up from the lethargic sleep of a cen- 
tury, they found the doors of service practically closed to them, and had it not becn 
for the solicitation of a just Government to give them their due share in the ad- 
ministration, they would have been surely worsted in the struggle. They found easy 
access in all the Provinces except Bombay to executive posts in the gift of the local 
Governments, but in the clerical staffs of the Government Offices and especially m 
the central ones, where clannishness reigned supreme, it was difficult even for 
properly qualified candidates to find a place. 

Mussulman leaders have always deplored this state of affairs, not because 
thcy regard state service as the best means of livelihood, but because in the present 
circumstances of the country they realised that a community which had no repre- 
sentation in the administration of the country would carry but little weight in the 
councils of government and would be able to offer but a weak defence against the 
onslaughts of rival communities who monopolised appointments under Govern- 
ment. In the last Sessions of the League the following resolution was passed: 

‘In view of the necessity and importance, under the existing circumstances 
of India, of each community being duly represented in the administration, the All- 
India Muslim League considers the number of the Mussulmans employed in the 
various branches of the Public Service, absolutely inadequate and strongly urges on 
Government to give the Mussulman community that share in the public service to 
which it is entitled by reason of its importance and numerical strength.’ 

I submitted this resolution to the Government of India, with a Ictter strong- 
ly urging that the Muslims of India should be given a share of Government appoint- 
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ments, proportional to their ability, their numerical strength and the historical im- 
portance of the community. It was also made plain that the League sought for no 
special favours, nor was it desirous of placing a premium on inefficiency, its sole 
contention being that when fully qualified Mussulman candidates were forthcom- 
ing, there was no reason why their claims should not be taken into consideration. 
This letter could not but elicit a sympathetic reply from such a just and benevolent 
ruler as His Excellency Lord Minto, as the following extract from the Home 
Department letter will show: 

‘The League is no doubt aware the Govern or-General-in-Council desires 
that the Mahommedans, like every other community, should enjoy that share of 
Government patronage to which the number and importance of their community and 
their educational and other qualifications entitle them. His Excellency has no informa- 
tion to showthat local Governments and Administrations do not share this desire, and I 
am to suggest that if the league have reasons to think, that in any Province, the Mahom- 
medan community does not receive in this matter the full measure of consideration that 
it deserves, they should represent their grievances to that local government, who, the 
Government of India do not doubt, will accord the most careful and sympathetic con- 
sideration to any representation so made.’ Encouraged by such a just recognition of 
Muslim claims, I thought it my duty to enlist the sympathy of the various Heads of 
Departments to our cause, and! am glad to say that owing to that innate sense ofjustice 
which characterises English gentlemen of birth and education, my appeal, based as it 
was on hard facts and figures, invariably met with a ready response. I am glad tobe able 
to record that as a appointments in the various departments of the state and that as a 
rule the applications of Mahommedan candidates for employment now receive more 
sympathetic consideration. . 

In this connection it may also be mentioned that when under the new 
reform scheme it was decided to appoint an Indian Member to the executive coun- 
cils of the Viceroy and the governors of Bombay and Madras and also to bring into 
existence an Executive Council for the Province of Bengal, strong representations 
were made to the Provincial and Supreme Governments to safeguard our com- 
munal interests and J am glad to mention that the Government ultimately did jus- 
tice to our claims by appointing the Hon’able Syed Ali Imam to the Viceroy’s Ex- 
ecutive Council than whom no better Indian could have been selected. 


SEPARATE REPRESENTATION ON MUNICIPALAND DISTRICT BOARDS 


No question is of more vital importance to the Mussulman community of 
India at the present moment than their acquisition of the right of separate repre- 
sentation on Municipal and District Boards. A similar contention, with regard to the 
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Imperial and Provincial Councils, has been graciously recognised by Lord Minto’s 
Government. But as is well-known the Municipal and District Boards form the ini- 
tial rung in the electoral ladder, and as long as a sufficient number of seats in not 
allotted to Muslims on local Boards, they cannot be said to be in complete enjoy- 
ment of their civic rights. The memorable Mahommedan deputation which waited 
upon Lord Minto in 1906 emphasised the importance of these Boards, and His 
Lordship generously acknowledged the contention. The Mussulmans had every 
hope that when the regulations regarding elections to the Imperial and Provincial 
Councils were promulgated, the turn of the local Boards would come. The 
Decentralization Commission too endorsed their views in unmistakable terms. 

The Government of India has not yet formulated its views on the recom- 
mendations of the Commission, but the Mussulmans have every hope that their 
claims in this connection will be recognised. I represented the matter to the 
Government in March last and was informed that the matter was under considera- 
tion. This questions is of paramount importance to us and we should not cease 
agitating it so long as the goal is not in sight. 


Wakfs 


The mismanagement of Wakfs is a question of grave concern to the Mus- 
sulmans of India. Mussulmans of wealth and position have in all countries be- 
queathed large sums of money for charitable purposes, but unfortunately their 
pious wishes have been seldom carried into effect by trustees. At present the 
maladministration of wakfs has become a perfect scandal. The trustees are not 
responsible to any body, and they believe they can do whatever they like with the 
trust property.In the single town of Rangoon, Muslim Wakfs amount to more than a 
crore of rupees, and if they were properly administered, and their revenues spent 
on subjects of public utility, the Mussulmans would no longer remain a backward 
community. At its last Sessions the League passed a resolution strongly urging 
Government to undertake a survey of Mussulman Wakfs and published a statement 
throwing some light on their number, general purposes, and manner of administra- 
tion. I submitted this number, general purposes, and manner of administration. I 
submitted this resolution to the Government of India, with a strongly worded repre- 
sentation and was informed that it could not take any definite action before the 
League could establish its contention that the Wakfs were mismanaged, and that 
there was a concensus of Mussulman opinion in favour of reform. 

The reply of the Government is very discouraging as it seems to question 
the bona fides of the League and its right to speak on behalf of the Mussulmans of 
India, which has been repeatedly recognised. As to unanimity of the Muslim public 
on the question, I have only to point out that never a dissenticnt voice has risen to 
protest against the contention of the League in this connection, and what is more, 
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even the interested parties who are fattening on the proceeds of these Wakfs have 
been kept down by the force of public opinion from opposing our efforts in this 
direction. 

The League at present would experience a good deal of difficulty in under- 
takinga detailed survey of the management of Wakfs while the Government 
through the agency ofits district officers can obtain information required at avery short 
notice. I have, however, requested the Provincial Secretaries to supply me with data 
regarding the administration of Wakfs in their provinces. But I am afraid that it will 
be a long time before the information called-for is to hand. 


Wakf Alal-aulad 


The cognate and equally important questions of Wakf-alal- aulad too was 
considered at the last Sessions, and a resolution adopted. In submitting the resolu- 
tion to the Government of India, I clearly pointed out that on a speedy solution of 
this knotty problem depended the future prosperity of the Muslims of India. The 
Government referred me to the reply given to the Honourable Mr. Jinnah with 
reference to his interpellation on the subject in the Imperial Council, which is as 
follows: 

‘The Government are aware that objections are entertained to the exposi- 
tion of the law on the subject of Wakf contained in various decisions of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council.’ 

‘As at present advised the Government are not prepared to undertake 
legislation with the express object of upsetting Judicial decisions to which exception 
is taken. They are, however, ready at any time to accord their fullest consideration 
to any specific proposals for legislation directed to the object of securing family set- 
tlements of a limited nature, provided that such proposals are generally approved 
by the Mahommedan community.’ 

At the suggestion of the League the Hon’ble Mr. Mohamed Ali Jinnah has 
undertaken to submit to the Council a bill on the subject of Wakf-alal-Aulad and I 
am glad to say that he has taken so much interest in the question that he has had a 
draft Bill carefully prepared in England and will place it before the Imperial Coun- 
cil at its next Session. 


Transvaal 


The unrightcous deportation of Indian residents from the Transvaal, and 
the insulting provisions of the Registration and Emigration laws of the country, 
raised a storm of indignation throughout India. Our Muslim brethren in that 
country too were nobly bearing the ordeals imposed upon them and it was decided 
that the League should be at one with the other sections of the people of India on 
the point. I submitted a representation to the Government of India on the subject, 
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praying for the immediate interference of the Imperial Government in the matter 
and took a prominent part in a meeting held under the auspices of the Indian South 
African League at Madras to bid farewell to the Transvaal deputies. I may add that 
at its last Sessions, the League contributed a sum of Rs.1000 to the South African 
League, and many ofits members too added their quota. Though the question has 
latterly assumed a more acute phase the establishment of the South African Union, 
however, holds out better hopes of its fair and carly settlement. 


Urdu 


The League has marked with grave concern the determined efforts made 
by politicians of a certain school to undermine the position hitherto occupied by 
Urdu in the United Provinces, Punjab and Bihar, in order to push the claims of the 
so-called Hindi language and the Devanagri script. The League has no business 
whatever to interfere in the 2fforts made by people of other races to revive their 
language and literature, but it cannot let go unchallenged covert attacks on Urdu, 
which after their religion, is the chief bond of union between the Muslims of dif- 
ferent parts of India. At its last session the League adopted a resolution for the 
preservation of Urdu language and literature and I have repeatedly circularised the 
Provincial Secretaries concerned to be on the look-out and see that Urdu speaking 
people are returned in the Census form as speaking that language and none else. 


Depressed Classes 


Acting under the instructions of the Council of the League a memorial was 
presented to the Government of India on the advisability of the separate classifica- 
tion of the depressed classes. The practice has hitherto been to class the depressed 
classes as Hindus, although they have no religious or ethnic affinity with the Hindus 
properly so called. Their classification as Hindus has been a source of disadvantage 
both to them and to the Mussulmans. If these so-called untouchables were 
regarded as a separate entity, the benign Government would have certainly in- 
stituted enquiries into their-wretched condition, and they had done something to 
ameliorate it. Their wants are many. Government has established schools and Col- 
leges for the benefit of the people, but these unfortunate classes cannot take ad- 
vantage even of the primary schools where the high-caste teachers and scholars are 
afraid of being polluted by their touch. They have no civic or political rights as they 
lack the property and educational qualifications. But let them be classed separately 
and let themselves, and with the active support of the British Government which is 
always ready to befriend the helpless and down-trodden, they are sure to better 
their condition. 

Their inclusion under the head ‘Hindus’ is disadvantageous to the Mussul- 
mans too, as it gives the Hindu community a fictitious numerical importance to 
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which it is not entitled. The Mussulmans cannot but protest against this state of 
things as long as the principle of numbers is the ruling principle in the administra- 
tion of the country and the numerical strength of a particular community is one of 
the principal tests of its importance. As an alternative'to this it was urged that if it 
was not thought practicable to show the depressed classes separately from the Hin- 
dus, measures should be taken to enumerate them at least in such a way that their 


exact numbers may be easily found out in the Census returns. To the eminently fair, 


and moderate representations of the League, the Government replied in the follow- 
ing terms: 

‘In reply I am to say that the Census schedules are filled in on the basis of 
the information supplied by the persons enumerated, whose statements as to their 
religion must be accepted. All persons, therefore, who return themselves no Hindus 
must be treated as such for the purpose of Imperial Table VI. 

‘The question whether it is feasible to prepare a satisfactory estimate of the 


number of persons thus classed as Hindus who cannot properly be so regarded is. 


under the consideration of the Government of India. 

“The League has the fullest faith in the good intention of the Government, 
but it mostly depends on the discretion of the enumerators whether the members of 
a particular caste be returned as Hindus or non-Hindus or Animists. My ex- 
perience and that of many officers engaged in Census operations. is that the 
enumerator seldom takes the trouble to enquire into the religious beliefs and the 
history and traditions of groups of aborigines of a low caste when determining their 
nationality. It is a matter.for congratulation that Mr. Gait, the Census Commis- 
sioner, with his deep knowledge of the history of Indian religions and the ethnology 
of the various races and tribes inhabiting the Indian continent has taken up this 
question in right earnest and it is hoped that he will not be deterred by the inter- 
ested though baseless, agitation raised in certain quarters.’ 


Inns Of Court Regulations 


The Council of Legal Education while revising its regulations for admission 
to Inns Of Court and the call to Bar placed Indian students under a double disad- 
vantage by providing that they could be admitted to Inns of Court on the condition 
that they had graduated at a University and produced a certificate of good be- 
haviour from a District Magistrate who has known the applicant at least for a year. 
These provisions creating as they did an invidious distinction between His Majesty’s 
Indian subjects and others were looked upon with alarm especially by well-to-do 
Mussulmans, who by sending their sons to England for a call to the Bar, saved three 
or four years. 

The All-India Muslim League and its London Branch submitted repre- 
scntations to Lord Macnaughten, President of the Court of Legal Education, sub- 
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mitting that as they deemed the influx of Indian youths of an immature age into 
England undesirable, Indian students should be required to have passed the F.A. 
Examination and to produce certificates of character signed by any Judge or 
Magistrate to whom he was known previously. To this representation Lord Mac- 
naughten replied that the objections raised by the League were fully considered at 
a special Meeting of the Council of Legal Education but as no change can be made 
in the Consolidated Regulation without the consent of the Four Inns, his Council 
was powerless to amend the existing Regulation. On this a resolution forcibly voic- 
ing the feelings of the community on the subject will be moved at the next Sessions. 


Formation Of New Provincial Leagues 


During the year under report two Provincial Leagues were called into ex- 
istence, viz. Burma, and Central Provinces and the Berars Muslim Leagues. When I 
went to Burma to attend the last annual Session of the Mahommedan Educational 
Conference at Rangoon, I took the opportunity to make a tour of the important 
Muslim Centres of Burma along with Nawab Mushtaq Husain in order to 
popularise the cause of the League in the Provinces. As a result of my labours and 


‘the devoted exertions of M. Abdul Karim Jamal, Haji Ahmed Mulla Daud and Mr. 


A.S. Rafiqi, a Provincial League for Burma was formed at Rangoon with Mr. Abdul 
Karim Abdus Shakur Jamal as President and Messrs. AM. Dawood and Rafiqi as 
Secretary and Joint Secretary respectively. The Burma League during its short life 


has amply‘justified its existence by taking in hand the different questions, affecting — 


the welfare of the Muslims of the Province. 

The Mahommedans of the Central Provinces and the Berars are very back- 
ward both educationally and politically, and the awakening the characterises the 
Mussulmans in other parts of India has hardly found an echo there. Although the 
Mahommedans of all other Provinces had risen up to the necessity of properly or- 
ganising themselves, the Muslims of the Central Provinces remained plunged in 
lethargy and they had no representative institution which could take corporate ac- 
tion to protect their interests or voice their needs. As the All-India Muslim League 
had accepted the invitation of Khan Bahadur H.M. Malak, the representative of the 
Central Provinces, to hold the Sessions of the League this year at Nagpore, the 
want of a properly constituted Provincial League was keenly felt and Mr. Malak ap- 
plied to me for help and consequently I deputed Mr. Mohmed Yusuf Khan of my 
office to Nagpore and also wrote a leaflet, describing in popular language the aims 
and objects of the League, for free distribution among the Muslims of the Central 
Provinces Mr. Mohmed Yusuf Khan with characteristic energy made a prolonged 
tour of the Province and succeeded in forming a Branch League in every District. 
No doubt the success which Mr. Mohmed Yusuf Khan was able to achieve was in 
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no little measure due to the ever-willing assistance of Khan Bahadur H.M. Malak 
and other influential Muslims of the Province. In the fourth week of October I. 
went myself to Nagpur and in the presence of delegates from all the Districts in- 
augurated the Central Provinces and the Berars Muslim League amidst great en- 
thusiasm. Rajah Azam Shah, the representative of the Ancient Kings of Gondwara, 
has been appointed President and Khan Bahadur H.M. Malak, a prominent leader 
of the Muslims of the Central Provinces, as Honorary Secretary of the Provincial 
League and it is hoped that under their able guidance it will be able to look to the 


communal interests of the Mussulmans. The Bengal Provincial League although in — 


existence since 1908 had owing to some internal defects become thoroughly disor- 
ganised and so, at the instance of His Highness the President, I made a prolonged 
stay in Calcutta in trying to reconcile the jarring element that form Muslim society 
in Bengal and though complete success did not crown my efforts I was, however, 
with the cordial co-operation of Prince Ghulam Mahomed and Messrs. Syed 
Shums-ul-Huda and Syed Sultan Ahmed able to place the Provincial League on a 
sound and working basis which under the guidance of its energetic and devoted 
Joint Secretary, Mr. Syed Sultan Ahmed, Barrister-at-Law, has been doing very 
creditable work. | 

The Eastern Bengal and Assam Provincial League was also in a moribund 
condition and completely overshadowed by the Provincial Mahommedan Associa- 
tion, a sister institution. After a long correspondence with the officers of the 
League, I paid a visit to Dacca in the middle of October and thanks to the well 
directed efforts and sincere co-operation of the Hon’ble the Nawab of Dacca and 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Syed Nawab Ali Choudhry, a Conference of the Lead- 
ing Mussulmans of the Province was held at Dacca and amidst great enthusiasm it 
was resolved to amalgamate the Provincial Mahommedan Association and its thir- 
ty-two branches throughout the Province, with the Provincial League. This step has 
resulted in considerably strengthening the Provincial organisation and it is to be 
hoped that the League as now reconstituted will be able to give a better account of 
its stewardship of Muslim interests. : 


Provincial League 


The All-India Muslim League as I have said elsewhere, is not a body of 
agitators, but an association of earnest and resolution men for the attainment of 
certain ideals. Its success depends to a great extent upon the solidarity of its or- 
ganisation, the hearty co-operation of the Provincial Branches with the present 
League, and the existence of District Leagues all over India. The Provincial 
Secretaries though devoted to their honorary duties have also their own work as 
lawyers or men of business to attend to and hence it is necessary to y have a sufficient 
permanent staff and also some paid or honorary Agents to carry on the propaganda 
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in the Districts. I am glad to observe that some of the Provincial Leagues, notably 
the United Provinces League, have realised their needs in this respect and I would 
earnestly draw the attention of others to it. : 

The existence of properly constituted District Leagues will greatly and to 
the influence and popularity of the Provincial Leagues and I would draw the atten- 
tion of their Secretaries to the advisability of taking immediate steps to found 
Leagues in all the Districts of their Provinces. On the whole I am glad to say that 
the Provincial League have been working satisfactorily, and if they could see their 
way to adopt the suggestions I have made, these bodies will surely become stronger 
and more useful. 

Before concluding, I may also make a reference to the splendid working of 
our London Branch under the able guidance of its veteran President, the Right 
Hon’ble Syed Ameer Ali, who stands in the fore-front of Indian statesmen. Its 
masterly presentations on some of the most burning questions of the day charac- 
terised as they have been by much force, moderation and reason, have set an ex- 
ample to others and commanded the universal respect of all sections of the English 
and Indian press. , 


Clubs 


In the memorable speech which the Rt. Hon’ble Syed Ameer Ali sent out 
to be read at the Delhi Sessions of the League, he suggested the foundation of 
Clubs at various centres and headquarters of Districts to promote more wholesome 
relations between Mussulmans, and put a stop to the forces of disintegration which 
are at work. I circularised the Provincial Leagues to act upon the suggestion and I 
am glad to say that social clubs have been established at Lucknow, Lahore, Dacca 
and ‘Allahabad. I have not received any information about work in other Provinces. 
It is necessary that the Provincial Muslim Leagues should try to obtain control of 
the existing Clubs and work them efficiently and start new ones in the districts. 


Publications Of The League 


The dearth of wholesome political literature for Mussulmans has been felt 
by our leading men for a long time, and I have tried my best to supply this want as 
the success of the League depends, to a great extent upon its popularity with the 
mass of Mussulmans. Early in April I published a little brochure in Urdu entitled, 
‘The Muslim League and its Principles’, which was widely circulated in the Central 
Provinces and other parts of India, where the branches of the League do not exist. 
So far as the Central Provinces were concerned it produced very beneficial results 
and created such an enthusiasm in the Muslims of that Province that we were able 
to establish a League in every District of that Province. Shorty afterwards I 
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published a larger pamphlet dealing exhaustively with the origin, organisation and 
work of the League, in which I tried to set forth at some length the political aims 
and ideals of the Indian Mussulman, the duty they owe to the Government, the ex- 
tent to which they could co-operate, without prejudice to themselves and the 
Government, with the other communities and the reasons for their demand for 
separate representation. This pamphlet was subsequently translated into English, 
and translations into Burmese, Bengali, Tamil and Gujarati are in active prepara- 
tion. To popularise the cause of the League copies of the English edition were sent 
to all the important officials of Government. H.E. Lord Minto in acknowledging its 
receipt graciously remarked, ’He is very pleased to have seen it and hopes that it 
will do good. The topics dealt with are couched in a simple and interesting way 
which should appeal to the Muslim public and continuation of the series will be 
looked forward to with great interest.’ 

It would be a tedious repetition to reproduce appreciations of the 
pamphlet by officials in India and members of both the Houses in England. I may 
add that it was accorded a hearty welcome by the Mahommedans, and the 
moderate section of the Hindu Press. 


Honorary Secretary’s Tour 


Under instructions from His Highness the President, I made an extended 
tour of the country to popularise the principles of the League and to look into the 
working of the Provincial Branches. As the year was far advanced before I was able 
to organise the Central Office properly, I had to be out on tour during the most 
trying season of the year. Shortly after the transfer of the headquarters of the 
League to Lucknow, Allahabad had been fixed upon as the headquarters of the 
United Provinces Muslim League and as there was some friction about it, the very 
first thing I had to do was to go to Allahabad, to help the Honourable Nawab 
Abdul Majid ‘and other provincial leaders to smooth away difficulties and carry out 
the decision arrived at. I am glad to say that our combined efforts were successful 
in removing all friction and achieving the desired end with unanimity. 

Early in May I went to Calcutta and had to spend three busy weeks in dis- 
posing of various questions connected with the re- organisation of the Bengal 
Provincial League and in trying to bring about more cordial relations among the 
local leaders. I am glad to say that our efforts succeeded in organising the League 
on a practical basis, and from that time, under the able guidance of its energetic 
Joint-Secretary, Mr. Syed Sultan Ahmed, it has been working for the good of the 
community. I may, perhaps, add that while I was at Calcutta one of my sons lay 
wavering between life and death at Lucknow owing to an attack of typhoid, but 
parental love had to make way for public duty. I returned from Calcutta on the 6th 
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June and after a short sojourn at headquarters during which I paid a hurried visit to 
Bareilly, an important Muslim centre in the United Provinces, | left for Poona on 
the 31st July. 

At Poona on account of the inclemency of the weather I had to remain in- 
doors for the most part of the day. I was, however, able to enlist the sympathies of 
all the Muslim magnates there to our cause and also to pay my respects to H.E. the 
Governor of Bombay and explain to him the peculiar position and needs of our 
community. My stay at Bombay was rather short but I did my best to bring about a 
better spirit of harmony and co-operation among the various Muslim leaders and 
also to enlist their sympathies to our organisation. I regret to say that the influential 
city of Bombay is not well represented on the Provincial League and I think we 
shall have to seek for special remedies to remove this defect. From Bombay I went 
direct to Madras where on account of my long and intimate connection with 
Hyderabad I am much better known. My visit created great enthusiasm among the 
Muslims of Madras and I was called upon to address several important and well-at- 
tended public meetings on the current topics of the day. I was glad to note eviden- 
ces of a wide-spread awakening among our brethren of the south which bids well 
for the future. While at Madras I received many invitations from the Mofussil but 
being pressed for time I could only pay flying visit to Vanyambadi and Bangalore. 
Vanyambadi is an important centre of Muslim commercial enterprise and wealth 
and the local magnates have established a school with a palatial building in the 
Indo-Moorish style, which under the guidance of its devoted Head Master Mr. 
Mahomed Ibrahim Koraishi M.A., L.T., is making rapid strides. At Bangalore I ad- 
dressed a very large and crowded sHieptine on the present needs of the Muslims and 
also visited the various Muslim institutions. The Muslims of Bangalore are still in a 
very backward condition but they are now waking up to a sense of communal life. 
Returning from Bangalore to Lucknow, I went in the early part of September to 
Simla where I spent some three weeks and was able to make the acquaintence of al- 
most all the high officers of state and explain to them the objects of the League in 
general and our aims and aspirations in particular. Strange to say, I found the 
climate of Simla very trying and during the whole of my sojourn there I was suffer- 
ing from one thing or another. I intended to go from Simla to Lahore to look into 
the affairs of the Punjab Provincial League but as the Honorary Secretary, the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mian Mohomad Shafi, happened to be at Simla I had to 
postpone my visit. In the second week of October I went to Dacca to help in placing 
the Eastern Bengal and Assam Provincial League on a sound footing. Although the 
League had been in existence for some time it was in a moribund condition and a 
meeting of delegates from all the Districts of the Province was in my presence called - 
at Dacca, at which some questions of great communal interest were discussed and 
it was unanimously resolved to amalgamate the Provincial Mahommedan Associa- 
tion and its thirty-two branches with the League. I was also able to enrol some two 


101 














Foundations of Pakistan 


dozen members for the Central League on which Eastern Bengal, in spite of its im- 
portance as the chief centre of Muslim population in India, had been so far very 
poorly represented. After returning from Dacca on the 23rd October and attending 
a meeting of the Council at Lucknow I went to the Central Provinces where I was 
received with marked enthusiasm and in a large and well-attended meeting includ- 
ing delegates from all the districts of the Province, I inaugurated the Provincial 
League. During my stay at Nagpore I also saw the Chief Commissioner and other 
high officials and explained to them the aims and objects of our organisation. At 
the invitation of the Muslims of Bareilly and Cawnpore I paid short visits to those 
places and assisted in creating among them a greater spirit of solidarity and more 
watchful regard for communal interests. I was altogether on tour for some four 
months and had to travel more than twenty thousand miles. It is not for me to say 
what the results of my prolonged tours have been, but I may be permitted to ob- 
serve that they have not failed to arouse the community to a keen solicitude for its 
interests, a better and healthier spirit of co-operation among the various leaders 
and a unity of action and sentiment between the Central League and its Provincial 
Branches. In this connection I have to make special acknowledgements for personal 
kindness and hospitality to the Hon’ble Nawab Abdul Majid and Syed Abdul Raof 
of Allahabad, the Hon’ble Syed Ali Imam, Mr. Justice Syed Sharfuddin, Mirza 
Shuja Ali Beg, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ul Mumalik, the Hon’ble Syed Shamsul Huda, 
Messrs. A. Rasul and Syed Sultan Ahmed and Prince Ghulam Mahmooed of Cal- 
cutta; the Hon’ble Moulvi Rafi-ud-din Ahmed and Ibrahim Seth of Poona; the 
Hon’ble Mr. Ibrahim Rahmatulla C.1.E. and the Hon’ble Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah 
of Bombay; Mr. Yakub Hasan, the Hon’ble the Prince of Arcot, Mr. Justice Abdul 
Rahim, the Hon’ble Nawab Syed Mohomed And Mr. Syed Abdul Kadir, Editor 
Mukbir-i-Deccan of Madras; Mer. Mohomed Abbas Khan and Nawab Ghulam 
Ahmed Khan of Bangalore; the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca; and the 
Hon’ble the Khan Bahadur Syed Nawab Ali Choudhry of Mymansingh; Khan 
Bahadur H.M. Malak of Nagpur; the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Munshi Asghar Ali 
Khan and Nawab Hamid Hassan Khan of Bareitlly; and Hafiz Mohomed Halim of 
Cawnpore. I have mentioned only %a few names: but were I to enumerate all the 
gentlemen who either helped me in my work or from whom I received personal 
courtesy I am afraid my task would never come to an end. 


Membership Of The League 


It is a matter of great satisfaction that the League is steadily increasing its 
usefulness and power of good by constant addition of men of light and leading to its 
numbers. At the close of the year 1909 there were 182 members on the rolls, to 
which 88 were added during the current year making a total of 270. The progress so 
far made is very satisfactory, but considering that the statutory strength of the 








League is 800, the goal seems still very far. It is the duty of the Provincial Leagues 
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to propose members for the Central League but I regret to state that many of the 
Branches have so far failed to realise their responsibility in this respect. Most of the 
gentlemen whose names have been proposed by the Provincial League have been 
induced by me personally to become members during my tours. 

This is rather discouraging, but I am confident that the Provincial 
Secretaries would devote more attention to this matter in future. _ 


The Council 


The Council of the League has been very active this year, having held nine 
meetings against three in the last year. At these meetings a variety of questions 
relating to the working of the League and the welfare of Mussulmans were carefully 
considered and resolutions adopted. Only one meeting had to be adjourned for 
want of a quorum while others were in most cases well attended. The deliberations 
of the Council were, as a rule, characterised by a spirit of harmony, a high sense of 
public duty and a deep devotion to communal interests. 


_ Finance 


An abstract of the monthly accounts is appended to this report from which 
it will appear that owing to the growing needs of our organisation expenditure has 
considerably increased and if the League is to cope successfully with its work there _ 
is still room for further expansion, for instance, the employment of a few well paid 
agents to. further strengthening the staff and the establishment of a good library of 
which a nucleus has been formed since I assumed office, are absolutely necessary. 
Our income this year has been barely sufficient to meet our expenditure and if a 
permanent fund is not started the League will not be able to fulfil its mission. 

It has already been shown that the work has more than doubled during the 
year under report and as Mr. Mohmed Yusuf Khan remained on deputation for 
more than four months in the Central Provinces founding District Leagues, the 
remaining members of the staff had to work under high pressure. I take this oppor- 
tunity to place on record my high appreciation of the whole-hearted manner in 
which one and all have worked. My Assistant, Mr. Hamid Ahmed, B.A., is a sound 
English scholar and has loyally helped me in the discharge of my duties. 


Want Of Muslim Papers 


The want of well-conducted daily papers in English and Urdu exclusively 
devoted to Muslim interests has been felt for a long time by the thinking members 
of our community. It is true that one or two Urdu dailies do exist, and in their way 
they are doing a lot of service to the community, but as they are private concerns 
and conducted for the most part on business principles, they cannot well be ex- 
pected to serve the purpose of national organs. 
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Turning to our English papers we have to note with regret that we do not 
possess a single daily in that language. The advantages of having efficient and well 
conducted papers under our control are self-evident and it is absolutely necessary 
that we should have an Urdu daily to help in the regeneration of our community 
and creating in it a spirit of solidarity and self-sacrifice and at the same time an 
English daily to represent our cause of Government and before the bar of English 
public opinion. I, therefore, appeal to men of light and leading in our community to 
take active and immediate steps to bring them into existence, otherwise our or- 
ganisation will fail to make its voice heard in the councils of the Empire. 


Conclusion 


Before concluding I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude. to our recog- 
nised leader His Highness the Aga Khan, then whom there can be no greater well- 
wisher of his community. His Highness has been taking the keenest interests in even 
the smallest details of our work and his sound and statesmen-like advice has always 
been of the greatest service to us; Personally I am under great obligations to him for 
he has been constantly in touch with me and his weekly letters have been a source 
of strength and guidance to me. 

I have much pleasure in acknowledging the loyal assistance so ungrudging- 
ly given by the Secretaries of the Provincial Leagues. I am proud to have a Joint- 
Secretary of the capabilities of Mr. Syed Wazir Hasan whose relations with me have 
been most cordial. Haji Mohammad Musa Khan, the other Joint-Secretary, is also a 
sincere worker in the cause of the community. 

Before bringing this report to a close I would be failing in my duty were I 
not to allude to the sad event which. plunged the greatest Empire the world has 
even seen in unutterable grief, I mean the death of the King Emperor, Edward VII, 
the father of his people. His Majesty’s demise cast a shadow over the whole of his 
Dominions, but nowhere was it mourned more sincerely than in India and especial- 
ly by his Mussulman subjects who have always been distinguished for their deep 
devotion to the throne. 

Source: Report of the All-India Muslim League 1910 prepared by 
Mohamad Aziz Mirza, Honorary Secretary of All-India Muslim League. 
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REPRESENTATION MADE BY LONDON ALL-INDIA MUSLIM 
' LEAGUE TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND INDIA OFFICE 

The Committee of the London All-India Muslim League beg respectfully 
and earnestly to draw the attention of the Right Honourable the Secretary. of State 
for Foreign Affairs to the extreme gravity of the. situation and the latest develop- 
ment of Italian activity in the Dardanelles and the Aegean Sea is creating in the 
East. 

The Committee submit that failure to conquer Libya, with which object the 
enterprise, condemned by the unanimous moral conscience of Europe, was under- 
taken, furnishes no justification for endeavouring to set in flame the whole of the 
Eastern World, to create an irreconcilable hostility between two great religions and 
to involve neutral Powers ruling over large Mussulman populations in difficulties by 
placing their policy in conflict with the cherished sentiments of their subjects. 

The Committee have reason to fear that the direct and immediate result of 
Italian action against the Asiatic possessions of the Sultan, coupled with the report 
that some of the neutral Powers intend to take advantage of Turkey’s difficulties to 
her detriment, will be to impel large bodies of Mussulmans from India as well as 
the Frontier to endeavour to reach the seat of war as volunteers, and it would be 
impossible for His Majesty’s Government to repress the movement without risk of 
great unpopularity. | 

So long as the war was confined to the regions for the conquest of which it 
was undertaken, the Asiatic Mussulmans were, brought into direct touch with the 
conflict and the influence of this League and of other Mahommedan bodies in 
India and elsewhere was directed to allaying the natural excitement among their 
own people by pointing to the evident desire of His Majesty’s Government to use 
their good offices at the first favourable opportunity to bring about a termination of 
the war on equitable terms honourable to Turkey. But the extension of hostilities to 
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the Dardanelles and places within reach of Constantinople, which is regarded by 
the bulk of the Mussulman world as the seat of the Caliphate, is calculated to act as 
an incentive to the warlike elements alike in the neighbouring States and in India to 


organize a system of volunteering for the assistance of Turkey. 


The Secretary of State is aware of the extreme inconvenience to Mussul- 
man pilgrims and the loss to Indian commerce that has been occasioned by the 
Italian blockade of the Red Sea ports. The Committee are requested by many of 
their Indian co-religionists to submit that the injury caused by the Italian action has 
been far greater than is usually imagined; for large bodies of pilgrims have been un- 
able to leave Hedjaz for fear of capture by the Italian ships of war, and that the suf- 
fering and distress among them is very great. The present hostilities by intensifying 
the hatred against Italy will further aggravate the difficulties that stand in the way of 
an carly restoration of peace. | 

The whole Mussulman world, not without reason, looks upon His 
Majesty's Government as the upholder of justice and fair play, and the Committee 
believe that the interests of England are directly involved in the maintenance of 
peace, not only in the Balkans, but in the whole of the Near East. 

In. view of these considerations the committee earnestly pray that His 
Majesty’s Government may be pleased to take such steps as they may consider ex- 
pedient to prevent the further development of a situation which they really fear will 
prove most prejudicial to the interests of humanity and to progress in the Eastern 
World. 

Source: The Comrade, June 1912 





RESOLUTION PASSED AT A MEETING OF THE ALL INDIA 
MUSLIM LEAGUE, LUCKNOW 1913 


I have the honour to forward for submission to the Secretary of State for 
India the following resolution passed at a meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Moslem League held on the 19th September 1913: 


S-RESOLUTION 


'That the Council of the All-India Moslem League places on record its 
gratefulness to Syed Wazir Hasan and Mr. Mohammed Ali for their recent undér- 
taking to place fully before the authorities and the public to England, the views, 
needs and aspirations of the Mussulmans of India in cooperation with our branch 
League and our friends in that country; and expresses its sincere confidence in 
them and in their capacity to represent true Moslem interests, trusting that the 
British authorities and the British public will give them a sympathetic hearing.’ 

Source: Home Political Department, November 1913, No. 145. 
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LETTER FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ALL-INDIA 
MUSLIM LEAGUE TO THE UNDER-SECRETARY FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS 

I beg respectfully and earnestly to draw the attention of the Right Hon. the 
Secretary of State to the painful effect which the fresh outburst in England of hos- 
tile denunciations and demands for coercive measures against Turkey is likely to 
produce on Mussulman opinion and feeling in India and other British possessions. 


Sir Edward Grey is aware of the fundamental principle on which the work of the 


Muslim League both here and in India is based viz., that the best interests of the 
Mussulmans of India are bound up with the maintenance of British supremacy in 
Asia. And in that conviction the London League has consistently and loyally striven 
to bring about a solidarity between Englishmen and Indian Mussulmans as fellow 
subjects and fellow- citizens of the Empire. | 

The Committee has viewed with relief the gradual subsidence of the indig- 
nation that had been aroused in India during the last war by indiscreet pronounce- 
ments and excessive partisanship in this country. They had trusted that at this stage 
when Turkey, taking advantage of the situation created by Belgaria, is endeavouring 
to place herself in a fairly defensible position, a dignified reserve would be ob- 
served by the public men and press of England, who would leave to the government 
the task of choosing the wisest course in the best interests of the Empire. They are 
grieved, however to see a renewal of the ill-advised and provocative language and 
urgings for hostile action against Turkey that did so much harm last year. 

The Committee do not presume to offer any opinion or advice on the 
policy of His Majesty's Government. But they feel it only right and proper to place 
before the Secretary of State the Mussulman point of view. Dealing with the subject 
of Mussulman sympathy with Turkey, His Highness the Aga Khan the President of 
the Central League, in a recent speech pointed out the great part religion plays 
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among the vast masses of the East. It would hardly be possible, the Committee con- 
ceive, for any Government to eliminate from consideration the feclings and 
opinions of large masses of His Majesty’s subjects entitled equally with any other 
class to be heard on public questions. 

The Mussulmans of India think that the present efforts of Turkey to obtain 
a rectification of a strategically indefensible frontier with the possession of a city 
hallowed to her by all the traditions of religion and history and vital to her existence 
as an independent State, do not affect British interests or British dominancy in any 
part of the world; they see all the Balkan States warring with tach other, regardless 
of treaties and engagements; they see the Balkan soldiery committing havoc and 
slaughter on all sides; they see Roumania with absolutely no grievance against Bul- 
gara invading and appropriating her territories without any protest from the 
Powers; they see the Treaty of London thrown aside by the Balkan States themsel- 
ves; and they ask why should a Muslim State alone be held down to Treaty, still un- 
ratified, to which its consent was obtained by pressure when all the conditions 
which led to its giving that consent have disappeared; Turkey, they believe, only 
seeks to render her position defensible in order to hold Constantinople for the 
peace of Europe; and they wonder why their own Government, in whose sense of 
justice they have always placed the greatest reliance, should become a part to the 
coercion of a Muslim nation to abandon the opportunity of obtaining in the Balkan 
chaos, conditions of tolerable existence and some guarantee against future in- 
vasions and sudden attacks to oust them from the little stripe of territory left to 
Turkey in Europe. Whether the Mussulmans of India are right or wrong in the view 
I have ventured to lay before the Secretary of State, the committee feel they have 
discharged the duty that lay on them at this crisis; and they imagine the British 
public will not be surprised if any hostile action against a country in whose exist- 
ence and welfare the Mussulmans of India take the keenest interest, gives rise to 
bitter resentment. 

Source: The Indian Review, September 1913. 


REPRESENTATION TO THE HOME GOVERNMENT MADE BY 
THE LONDON BRANCH OF ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 
ON THE SUBJECT OF MUSLIM INTERESTS IN THE BALKAN 
SETTLEMENT 

As you are doubtless aware, the events which have been taking place in the 
Near East during the last two years have caused the most lively anxiety to members 


of the Muslim faith throughout the world and particularly in that portion of the 
British Empire from which members of our League are drawn. We, therefore, ven- 
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ture to address the Right Hon. the Secretary of State upon a matter, which in our 
opinion vitally affects the future of the Muslim communities in the Balkan Penin- 
sula. Active hostilities have in the main ceased but the passions which have been 
aroused cannot suddenly subside even under the most favourable conditions; and 
the territorial changes which have taken place have left scattered minorities under 
the sway of new and-recently hostile rulers. No good purpose would be served at 
this juncture by a detailed reference to the sufferings and the miseries which have 
visited upon Muslims in the course of the recent strife. Our issue is rather to 
promote every possible influence which can help to prevent a recurrence of these 
misfortunes and to promote a peaceful solution of the present troubles. 

We are’ convinced that no peaceful settlement is possible unless full civil 
and religious liberty, and equality for all minorities and for their institutions is as- 
sured. While we urge this mainly on behalf of the scattered Muslim communities, 
unless the principle is applied generally and universally to all, public confidence 
will not be restored and sporadic disturbances will occur, which though not 
directed primarily against the Muslim section of the population, must eventually in- 
volve them and make them the subject of reprisals. Apart from other difficulties, it 
is impracticable at present to obtain guarantees of a sufficiently comprehensive na- 
ture in the form. of mutual contractual clauses between the various states, and it is, 


- therefore, only possible to attain the desired end by some undertaking on an inter- 
national basis. General guarantees of civil and religious liberty and equality formed 


part of the Treaty of Berlin and these international obligations were made binding 
on all the Balkan States. We respectfully urge that His Majesty's Government 
should obtain from the Balkan States the recognition that the international obliga- 
tions of the Treaty of Berlin guaranteeing full religious and civil liberty and equality 
to all sections of the population and to their institutions within the new territories 
as well as in the old, are binding upon each State and an assurance that these 
obligations will be faithfully fulfilled. In conclusion may we venture to assure the 
Secretary of State that such action on the part of His Majesty's Government while it 
will benefit not only the Muslim population but also all scattered minorities 
throughout the Balkan States, would be welcomed by the Muslim in India as a spe- 
cial proof of the sympathy and consideration of the British Government to them in 
their anxieties. 
Source: The Pioneer, 27 December 1913. 





THE MUSLIM DEPUTATION TO VICEROY — 
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS 

A deputation consisting of the local Mahommedans Nawab Syed Ali Khan, 
Nawab Syed Jafer Ali Khan, Hafiz Mahmooad Halim, Mr. Mahommand Hashim, 
Sheikh Sana Nadim, Hafiz Ahmadullah and Mr. Yamin Ahmed, Trustees of the 
Machli Bazar Mosque and Syed Fazl-ur-Rehman, Secretary, District Muslim 
League, waited on the Viceroy on 14 October 1913 at Kanpur. Besides the mem- 
bers of the Deputation a large number of prominent Mussulmans including the 
Raja of Mahmudabad, Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haq, the Hon’ble Syed Raza Ali, Hn’ble 
Ross Masood were present in the Circuit House. Syed Fazl- ur-Rahman, Secretary 
District Muslim ‘League, read the address which was presented to Viceroy by 
Nawab Syed Ali Khan. 


THE PRESENTATION OF ANADDRESS BY THE MUSLIM DEPUTATION TO 
THE VICEROY LORD HARDINGE 


We, the representatives of the Muslim community, reflecting various 
shades of responsible Muslim opinion in India, humbly beg to approach Your Ex- 
cellency on behalf of our co-religionists and ourselves with a view to lay before 
Your Excellency certain matters of the highest moment relating to our community. 
For this opportunity so graciously afforded to us by Your Excellency we cannot but 
be deeply grateful. The privilege which enables the Indian subjects of His Majesty 
the King-Emperor to wait in deputation upon his representative on occasions of 
importance is highly prized and is, we venture to think, of inestimable value in the 
special circumstances of the governance of India. 

As your Excellency is aware, the political activity of our community in 
recent ycars took its initiat impulse from the great Deputation that waited in 1906 at 
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Simla upon Your Excellency’s predecessor, Lord Minto, whose recent sad death 
we, along with the rest of the people of India, so deeply mourn. The extended op- 
portunities for participating in public affairs which the liberal policy of the govern- 
ment was then creating for the people of this country had brought home to the 
Mussulmans the imperative necessity of organising themselves for effective and 
fruitful co- operation with Government and with other communities. Responding to 
the call of such a generous policy on the part of Government, the Mussulmans suc- 
ceeded in a great measure in drawing together and organising their social and 
political forces in an incredibly short space of time, and as a prominent instance we 
may quote the establishment of the All-India Moslem League, which has ever since 
continued to be the true representative organization of Indian Mussulmans. The 
latent vitality of our community began to manifest itself soon after and marked the 
new era of an awakened consciousness. Along with an earnest desire to take their 
full share in the responsibilities of civic life, the Mussulmans of India realised even 
more vividly than ever that their future progress depended chiefly upon the energy 
and vigour with which they undertook the task of carrying out the educational 
policy formulated by their greatest leader, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, more than three 
decades ago. 

Your Excellency, we may with pardonable pride here refer to the unprece- 
dented promptitude with which the community met and overcame the financial dif- 
ficulties that stood in the way of the grant of a Charter for the establishment of a 
University of our own. In this connection it will not be perhaps out of place to men- 
tion that the extremely arduous and constructive work of elaborating a Constitution 
for the Muslim University was taken up by the community with earnestness and 
zeal, and the result leads up to hope that, whenever required, willing and com- 
petent workers will be readily forthcoming. That long cherished desire, however, 
for the establishment of the Moslem University still remains unfulfilled. 

Before we could secure the result of our labours in this connection events 
of unparalleled magnitude and absorbing interest to Mussulmans followed one 
another in a rapid and bewildering succession. Your Excellency, it could not have 
been expected that they would fail to make a deep and painful impression upon the 
Mussulmans of this country. It must be apparent to all observers that the combina- 
tion of such unfortunate events ‘as then occurred was absolutely unprecedented, 
and the Mussulmans of India were face to face with a wholly abnormal situation. 
Your Excellency whose great sympathy was with us throughout our protracted suf- 
ferings, is well aware of the intensity and pognance of our feelings in that dark hour. 
But no one can point to a single incident suggesting, however remotely, that the 
Mussulmans of India had lost their sanity of judgment and self-restraint during a 
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period of unusual gravity, or that they had departed even by a hair’s breadth from 
the tradition of staunch and unwavering loyalty to the British Throne and to His 
Majesty’s Governemtn established by law in India. 

Despite these undeniable facts, we have noticed with deep pain and 
resentment a series of deplorable attempts that have recently been made in certain 
quarters to vilify our community misrepresent our attitude towards Government, 
and cast unmerited aspersions on the character and motives of whole classes of His 
Majesty’s Muslim subjects with a view to discredit them in the eyes of Government 
and of their British fellow-subjects. It has been openly declared that leaders of the 
Muslim community inflame religious passions, promote racial antagonism and lose 
no opportunity of abusing British Rule and vilifying the Christian religion, and that 
a new party already begins to dream of expelling the British from India. It has also 
been stated that a sinister feature of this new Muslim movement is that Aligharh 
graduates are in the van and are openly preaching hostility to British Rule, and that 
attempts are being made to temper. with the loyalty of Muslim troops. 

Your Excellency, after having stood the repeated test of actual experience 
it times of great public excitement, we never expected such cruel attacks at a time 
when we were under the shadow of a great calamity and needed all the sympathy 
and goodwill to which we were entitled. Your Excellency will, we trust, pardon us 
for any warmth of language into which we may be betrayed irrepudiating suuch 
wicked libels on the fair name of seventy millions of His Majesty’s loyal Muslim 
subjects in India. We, on behalf of our community and ourselves, unhesitatingly 
characterise these allegations as gross and baseless calumnies opposed in the 
highest degree to the best interests of the Empire. In ordinary circumstances ir- 
responsible attacks on communities, as on individuals, may be treated with the 
silence of contempt. But those who have taken upon themselves the task of malign- 
ing our community are both persistent and resourceful, and their sinister efforts 
have been assisted by the wide publicity given to their allegations in England as well 
as in this country. We, therefore, apprehended that, unless some opportunity such 
as this was afforded to us, it was not possible for a community circumstanced as 
ours to give such allegations an effectual, authoritative and adequate contradiction. 

Your Excellency, our grievances of a character such as in ordinary practice 
form the subject matter of deputations. But there is nothing that we prizo more 
highly than the recognition of our loyalty, and it is with reference to this that we 
have craved Your Excellency’s leave to approach you. We avail ourselves of this 
opportunity to declare with all the emphasis that we can command that India Mus- 
sulmans cherish this tradition no less dearly to-day than they did at any time pre- 
viously in their history. 
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Your Excellency will, we trust, accept our assurance that we desire nothing 
better than this, that absolute confidence should exist between the people and the 
Government, and that friendlist feelings should prevail between the various com- 
munities of India; but it has pained us greatly that sinister motives should be 
ascribed in some quarters to the efforts that are being made to make the relations 
between the two great sister communities of India more harmonious and friendly. 

Your Excellency has endeared yourself to the whole of India by your large- 
hearted sympathy with the people of this country, your generous appreciation of 
their aspirations and the high statemanship which has characterised your rule. 
Grateful as we are for the benefits trhat have resulted from your liberal and 
progressive administration in which we have participated with the rest of India, we 
have special reason to offer our respectful gratitude to Your Excellency for the un- 
failing consideration that you have shown for the feelings and sentiments of our 
community, and for the policy of Your Excellency Government with regard to our 
educational requirements of which we hope to see an early fruition. It is, therefore, 
a matter of special pleasure to us to approach Your Excellency with this our 
humble address conveying to Your Excellency our heartfelt assurances of the con- 
tinued and unimpeachable loyalty of the community we represent, and we trust 
Your Excelency will be pleased to communicate these assurances to His Majesty 
the King-Enmperor. 


SIGNATORIES TO THE ADDRESS 


1. Nawab Zulfigar Ali Khan Saheb, C.S.I. of Maler Kotla (Formerly 
Member of the Imperial Legislative Council). 

2. Dr. Naziruddin Hasan, M.A. (Cantab), LL.D. (Dublin), Bar-at- Law. 
Lucknow. 

3. The Hon. Raja Sir Mohamed Ali Mohamed Khan Bahadur K.C.LE., of 
Mahmudabad. 

4, Haji Mohamed Musa Khan Saheb of Datauli Aligarh. 

5. MunshiMohamed Ehtesham AliSaheb of Lucknow. 

6. Prince Ghulam Mohamed, Ex-Sheriff of Calcutta (Mysore en 

7. Aga Syed Husain Saheb Shustari of Calcutta. 

8. Prince Afsar-ul-Mulk Akram Husain, Calcutta (Oudh royal Family). 

9. Prince Ahmed Halim-uz-Zaman, Calcutta (Mysore Family). 

10. Haji Bakhsh Ellahi Khan Saheb, C.L.E., Delhi. 

11. Shafa-ul-Mulk Hakim Raziuddin Khan Saheb, Delhi. 

12. The Hon. Captain Malik Umar Hayat Khan Tiwana, C.LE. 

13. Mufti Fida Mohamed Khan, Bar-at-Law, Peshawar. 

14. Mazharul Haque Esq., Bar-at-Law, Bankipore (Formerly Member of 
the Imperial Legislative Council). 
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. Maulvi Habibur Rahman Khan Saheb Syherwani, Aligarh. 
37. 


41. 
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Mohamed Azhar Ali Esq., B.A., Vakil, Hon. Joint Secretary of the 
All-India Muslim League, Lucknow. 

Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari, B.A., M.S., M.D. (Edin), M.R.CS., 
L.R.C.P. (Lond.), Delhi. 

Khan Bahadur Allah Bakhsh Saheb, Retired Political Assistant of 
Lahore. 

Captain Nawab Ahmed Nawaz Khan Sadozai Dera Ismail Khan. 
Nawab Abdul Majid Saheb, C.I.E. Bar-at-Law, Allahabad (Formerly 
Member of the Imperial Legislative Council). 

The Hon. Khan Bahadur Khwaja Yusuf Shah, Amritsar. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Ghulam Sadiq Saheb, Amritsar. 

Syed Abdur Rashid, B.A., LL.B., Hon. Secretary, Provincial Muslim 
League, Ajmere. 


. The Hon. Mr. Ghulam Husain, B.A, LL. B., Hyderabad (Sind). 

. Haji Usuf Hajilsmail Sobhani, President.Anjuman-i-Islam Bombay. 

. MoulviSyed Abul-Aas Saheb Honorary Magistrate, Patna. 

. Khan Bahadur Nawab Sarfaraz Hosain, Khan Saheb (Formerly Member 


of the Provincial Legislative Council) Patna. 
Mohamed Ali Tyebji Kaderbhoy, Esq., Bar-at-Law, President, 
Anjuman-i-Zia-ul-Islam, Bombay. 


. Shaikh Mohamed Faeq Saheb, B.A., LL.B., Fyzabad. 
29. 
. Syed Fazlur Rehman Saheb, B.A., LL.B., Cawnpore. 
31. 


Hafiz Mohamed Abdul Halim Saheb, Cawnpore. 


Mohamed Ali Esq., B.A. (Oxon.), Editor of The Comrade and The 
Hamdard, Delhi. | 
The Hon. Khan Bahadur Mir Asad Ali, Madras. 

The Hon. Syed Qamarul Huda, Bar-at-Law, Bakhtiarpore, Patna. 


Imperial Legislative Council), Bombay. 
Shaukat Ali Esq., Mo’tamid-i-Khadim-ul-Khuddam-i-Kaba, Delhi. 


Sahebzads Aftab Ahmed Khan Esq., Bar-at-Law, Aligarh (Formerly 
Member of the Provincial Legislative Council). 


. Shaikh Abdullah Esq., B.A., LL.B., Aligarh. 
39. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi Maqbool Alum Saheb, Vakil, Benares. 


. Tasaddaq Ahmed Khan Esq,., Bar-at-Law, Aligarh. 

The Hon. Mr. G.M. Bhurguri, Bar-at-Law, Sindh. 

M. Abdul Aziz Esq., Bar-at-Law, President N.W.F.P. Muslim League, 
Peshawar. 

Shams-ul-Ulama MoulviShibliSaheb Nomani. 
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Maulvi Gholam Haider Khan Saheb of the Zamindar, Lahore. 

Nawab Mohamed Jafar Ali Khan Saheb of Shish Mahal, Lucknow. 
Nawabzada Mohamed Syed Ali Khan Saheb, B.A., Shish Mahal, 
Lucknow. | 

Maulana Maulvi Abdul Bari Saheb, Firangi Mahal, Lucknow. 

Moulvi Gholam Mohiy-ud-din Saheb of Kasur, Pleader, Punjab. 

Khan Bahadur Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abul Khair Saheb, Ghazipur. 
Masudul Hasan Esq., Bar-at-Law, Moradabad. 

The Hon. MaulviSyed Mohamed Tahir Saheb, Vakil, Monghyr. 
Chawdhry Mohamed Ajirul Haque Saheb, Bakhtiarpore, Monghyr. 
Maulvi Shaikh Kamal-ud-din Ahmad Sahab, Zamindar Mushkipore, 
Monghyr. 

Shaikh Zahur Ahmad Esq., Bar-at-Law, Allahabad, 

Khan Saheb Maulvi Bashir Ali Khan Saheb, Hony. Secretary 
Anjuman-i-Himayet-i-Islam, Lahore 

Nawab Mohamed Ali Khan Saheb Qazilbash of Lahore. 

Abdul Majid Khwaja Esq., B.A. (Cantab), Bar-at-Law, Aligarh. 

Syed Ali Abbas Bokhari, eats Hon. Secretary, Provincial Muslim 


League, Peshawar. 


The Hon. Nawab Mohamed Ibrahim Ali Khan Saheb, Kunjjpura, Punjab. 
Syed Zahur Ahmed Esq., B.A., LL.B., Joint Secretary, U.P. Provincial 


. Muslim League, Lucknow. 


61. 
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Syed Abdul Aziz, Esq., Bar-at-Law, Bankipore. - 


Khan Bahadur, Syed Ali Hasan Khan, Saheb, Retired Member of the. 


Council of Indore State, Ex-Prime ‘Minister of Jaora State. | 
Syed Wazir Hasan, Esq., B.A.., LL.B., Hon. Secretary, All India 


Muslim League, Lucknow. 


_ Absanul Haque, Esq., Bar-at-Law, Jullunder. 


Maulvi Mahboob Alum Saheb, Editor of The Paisa-Akhbar, Lahore. 
Mau!i Mohamed Yaqub Saheb, Vakil, Moradabad. 

Khan Bahadur Maulana H.M. Malak Saheb, President, C.P. Muslim 
League, Nagpore. 

The Hon. Mr. Abdulhusain Adamji Peerbhoy, J.P. Bombay. 


. Haziq-ul-Mulk Hakim Hafiz Ajmal Khan Saheb, Delhi. 

. ‘Major Syed Hasan Bilgrami, M.D., D.PH.,1.M.S. , Retired. 

. Khwaja Gul Mohamed Khan, Pleader, Punjab. 

_ The Hon. sir Fazalbhoy Currimbhoy Ebrahim, K.C.I.M., bombay. 

_ The Hon. RajaSyed Abu Jafar Saheb of Pirpur, Fyzabad. 

_ The Hon. Khan Bahadur Nawab Syed Nawab Ali Chowdhry, of 


Dhanbari, District Mymensingh, Bengal. 
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75. TheHon. sir Ibrahim Rahimtoolla, Kt., Bombay. 

76. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Wahid-ud-Din Sheb of Meerut. 

77. Syed Alay Mohamed Esq., Bar-at-Raw, Retired Deputy Commissioner, 
Lucknow. 

78. Maulans Syed Karmat Husain Saheb, Bar-at-Law, Ex. Judge, High 
Court, N.W.P. Lucknow. 

79. The Hon. Shaikh Shahid Husain, B.A., LL.B. (Cantab), Bar-at- Law. 
Lucknow, Taluqdar of Gadia. 

80. Nawab Mohamed Ishaq Khan Saheb, Hon. Secretary to the Board of 
Trustees of the M.A.O. College, Aligarh. 

81. Shams-ul-Ulama Syed Ahmed Saheb, Imam Jami’ Musjid, Delhi. 

82. Qazi Najm-ud-Din Ahmed Saheb, Meerut. 

83. R.M. Ghulam Husain Esq., B.A., Sub-Editor of The Comrade, Delhi. 

84. Maulana Khwaja Hasan Nizami, Delhi. 


H.E. The Viceroy’s Reply 


It is a source of much pleasure to me to have this opportunity of receiving 
a deputation of the Mahommedan community of such a representative character as 
that which I have the pleasure of seeing here before me today. 

You have referred, in the address which I am very hapy to receive from 
you, to the reinvigorated vitality of your own community during the past few years, 
and it is a fact to which I am able to bear testimony and at the same time to wel- 
come. There is no doubt that in India, during the past 40 years a great change has 
swept over Islem in India, but zeal for the Moslem faith and for the uplifting of the 
community, and the loyalty of the Moslems to the Government of this country 
where they live and find freedom of worship, have gone hand in hand, and have 
created a high ideal from which the community has never wavered. This indeed was 
the policy adoviated by the last sir Syed Ahmed, the distinguished reformer and 
leader of the Indian Mahommedan community, and I can only state my firm convic- 
tion that in pursuing that policy the true salvation of the Mahommedans of India is 
to be found. It is a policy worthy of the community of political and social impor- 
tance such as your’s. There is no doubt that Mahommedan sentiment has been 
greatly stirred by recent events outside India, and that for a time a restless spirit 
prevailed which might have been interpreted by those who regarded merely the 
troubled surface of the water as a dangerous portent but which those who could see 
below the surface were well aware, betrayed no real antagonism between govern- 
ment and your community. It is true that feelings have been more, and that here 
and there this has found expression in bitter or heated words, which it would have 
been better to have left unsaid. And it is true, unfortunately, that writers in the 
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English and foreign press have been misled by such expressions and, owing to a 
merely superficial comprehension of the Mahommedan train of thought, have mis- 
represented the attitude of your community and attributed to them actions and 
thoughts which those who know you well can only regard as a deep misunderstand- 
ing. 1 can well sympathise with your feelings of resentment at aspersions that have 
been cast upon you and your people as a whole, but I can only assure you that I and 
my Government have never doubted the unswerving loyalty which we know quite 
well to be one of the noblest and most sacred of your community. I need hardly 
repeat to you here what I said in the Legislative Council at Simla on the 17th Sep- 
tember last to the realisation by the British government of the absolute necessity for 
the maintenance of the status quo as regards the Holy Places in Arabia, but I would 
point out that this is an important and powerful link between your community and 
the government of our King-Emperor, for it is only in view of the religious interests 
of the Mahmmedans of India and the value that the government which to religious 
ffeedom and Mahommedan control of the Holy Places that such a responsibility 
could rest upon Great Britain. Now that peace has been happily restored in Europe 
and Asia, I look forward with hope and confidence to a period of peaceful develop- 
ment of the Mahommedan community by means of self improvement and educa- 
tion, and to a policy of solidarity and co- operation with Government of all loyal, 
moderate and sober opinion for the welfare and progress of their Empire which we 
all of us have so much at heart. 

In conclusion I thank you very warmly for the friendly tone of your per- 


sonal references to myself and the policy that I have tried to follow. I cordially © 


welcome the assurance that you have given me of the continued and unimpeachable 
loyalty of the community which you represent which I will not fail to transmit to the 
King emperor, although for me such assurances were not needed, and I devoutly 
hope that the pure and unalloyed faith of your people in the unity of God and of 
loyalty to their rulers may burn like a flame and ever grow brighter to lighten your 
path for many ages to come. 

Source: The Comrade, 17 March 1914. 
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SCHEME OF POST-WAR REFORMS PREPARED AND 
ADOPTED BY THE CONGRESS AND 
THE MUSLIM LEAGUE, 1916 


I. Provincial Legislative Council 


1. Provincial Legislative Council shall consist of four-fifths elected and of 
one-fifth nominated members. 

2. Their strength shall be not less than 125 members in the major provin- 
ces, and from 50 to 75 in the minor provinces. 

3. The members of the Councils should be elected directly by people on as 
broad a franchise as possible. 

4. Adequate provision should be made for the representation of important 
minorities by election, and that the Mahommedans should be represented through 
special electorates on the Provincial Legislative Councils in the following propor- 
tions: 


Punjab 50 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
United Provinces 30 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
Bengal 40 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
Bihar 25 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
Central Provinces 15 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
Madras 15 per cent of the elected Indian Members 
Bombay 33 1/3 per cent of the elected Indian Members 


Provided that Mahommedans shall not participate in any of the other elec- 
tions to the Imperial or Provincial Legislative Councils, save and except those by 


electorates representing special interests. 
Provided further that no bill, nor any clause thereof, nor a resolution intro- 


duced by a non-official member affecting one or the other community, which ques- 
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tion 15 to be determined by the members of that community in the Legislative 
Council concerned, shall be proceed with, if three-fourths of the members of that 
Community in the particular Council, Imperial or Provincial, oppose the bill or any 
class thereof on the resolution. 

5. The head of the Provincial Government should not be the President of 
the Legislative Council but the Council should have the right of electing its Presi- 
dent. 

6. The right of asking supplementary questions should not be restricted to 
the members putting the original question, but should be allowed to be exercised by 
any other member. 

7. (a) Except customs, post, telegraph, mint, salt, opium, railways, army 
and navy, and tributes from Indian states, all other sources of revenue should be 
Provincial. 

(b) There should be no divided heads of revenue. The Government of 
India should be provided with fixed contribution from the Provincial Governments, 
such fixed contributions being liable to revision when extraordinary and unforeseen 
contingencies render such revision necessary. 

(c) The Provincial Council should have full authority to deal with all mat- 
ters affecting the internal administration of the Province including the power to 
raise loans, to impose and alter taxation, and to vote on the Budget. All items of ex- 
penditure and all proposals concerning ways and means for raising the necessary 
revenue, should be embodied in Bills and submitted to the Provincial Council for 
adoptation. 

(d) Resolutions on all matters within the purview of the Provincial Govern- 
ment should be allowed for discussion in accordance with rules made in that behalf 
by the Council itself. 

(ce) A resolution passed by the Legislative Council shall be binding on the 
Executive Government unless vetoed by the Governor in Council provided however 
that if the resolution is again passed by the Council after an interval of not less than 
one year, it must be given effect to. 

(f) A motion for adjournment may be brought forward for the discussion 
of a definite matter of urgent public importance if supporter by not less than one- 
eighth of the members present. 

8. Any special meeting of the Council may be summoned on a requisition 
by not less than one-eighth of the members. 

9. A Bill other than a Money Bill, may be introduced in Council in accord- 
ance with the rules made in that behalf by the Council itself sia iaik consent of the 
Government should not be required therefor. 

10. All Bill passed by Provincial ragilatated shall have to receive the as- 
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sent of the Governor before it becomes a law, but may be vetoed by the Governor- 


General. 
The term of office of the members shall be five years. 


II. Provincial Governments 


1. The head of every Provincial Government shall be a Governor who shall 
not ordinarily belong to the Indian Civil Service or any of the permanent services. 

2. There shall be in every Province an Executive Council which, with the 
Governor, shall constitute the Executive Government of the Province. 

3. Members of the Indian Civil Service shall not ordinarily be appointed to 
the Executive Councils. 

4. Not less than one-half of the members of Executive Council shall consist 
of Indians to be elected by the elected members of the Provincial Legislative Coun- 
cils. 

5. The term of office of the members shall be five years. 


III. Imperial Legislative Council 


1, The strength of the Imperial Legislative Council shall be 150. 

2. Four-fifths of the members shall be elected. | 

3. The franchise for the Imperial Legislative Council should be widened as 
far as possible on the lines of the present electorates and the elected members of 
the Provincial legislative councils should also form an electorate for the return of 
Members to the Imperial Legislative Council. 

4. One-third of the Indian elected members should be Mahommedans - 
elected by separate Mahommedan electorates in the several Provinces, in the 
proportion, as may be, in which they are represented on the Provincial Legislative 
Councils by separate Mahommedan electorates. 

Vide provisos to Section I, clause 4. 

5. The President of the Council shall be elected by the Council itself. 

6. The right of asking supplementary questions shall not be restricted to 
the members putting the original question but should be aliowed to be exercised by 
any other member. 

7. Any special meeting of the Council may be summoned on a requisition 
by not less than one-eighth of the members. 

8. A Bill, other than a Money Bill, may be introduced in Council in accord- 
ance with rules made in that behalf by the Council itself, and the consent of the Ex- 
ecutive Government should not be required therefor. 

9. All Bills passed by the Council shall have to receive the assent of the 
Governor-General before they become law. 
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10, All financial proposals relating to sources of income and items of ex- 
penditure shall be embodied in Bills. Every such Bill and the Budget as a whole 
shall be submitted for the vote of the Imperial Legislative Council. 

11. The term of office of members shall be five years. 

12. The matters mentioned herein below shall be exclusively under the 
control of the Imperial Legislative Council: 

(a) Matters in regard to which uniform legislation for the whole of India is 


desirable. 
(b) Provincial legislation in so far as it may affect inter- provincial fiscal 


relations. 
(c) Questions affecting purely Imperial Review, excepting tributes from In- 


-dran states. | , 
(d) Questions affecting purely Imperial expenditure except that no resolu- 


tion of the Imperial Legislative Council shall be binding on the Governor-General 
in Council in respect of military changes for the defence of the country. 

(e) The right of revising Indian tariffs and customs-duties, of imposing, al- 
tering, or removing any tax or cess, modifying the existing system of currency and 
banking, and granting any aids or bounties to any or all deserving and nascent, in- 
dustries of the country. 

(f) Resolutions on all matters relating to the administration of the country 
as a whole. 

13. A resolution passed by the Legislative Council should be binding on 
the Executive Government unless vetoed by the Governor-General in Council; 
provided however that if the Resolution is again passed by the Council after an in- 
terval of not less than one year, it must be given effect to. 

14. A motion for adjournment may be brought forward for the discussion 
of a definite matter of urgent public importance, if supported by not less than one- 
eighth of the members present. | 

15. When the Crown chooses to exercise its power of veto in regard to a 

Bill passed by a Provincial Legislative Council or by the Imperial Legislative Coun- 
cil, it should be exercised within twelve months from the date on which it is passed, 
and the Bill shall cease to have effect as from the date on which the fact of such 
veto is made known to the Legislative Council concerned. 
16. The Imperial Legislative Council shall have no power to interfere with 
the Government of India’s direction of the military affairs and the foreign political 
relations of India, including the declaration of war, the making of peace and the 
entering into treaties. 
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IV. The Government Of India 


1. The Governor-General of India will be the head of the Government of 
India. 

.. He will have an Executive Council, half of whom shall be Indians. 

3. The Indian members should be elected by the elected members of the 
Imperial Legislative Council. | 

4. Members of the Indian Civil Service shall not ordinarily be appointed to 
the Executive Council of the Governor-General. 

5. The power of making all appointments in the Imperial Civil Services 
shall vest in the Government of India, due regard being paid to existing interests, 
subject to any laws that may be made by the Imperial Legislative Council. 

6. The Government of India shall not ordinarily interfere in the local af- 
fairs of a province, and powers not specifically given to Provincial Government, 
shall be deemed to be vested in the former. The authority of the Government of 
India will ordinarily be limited to general supervision and superintendence over the 
Provincial Governments. : 

7. In legislative and administrative matter the Government of India as con- 


stituted under this scheme shall as far as possible, be independent of the Secretary 
of State. 

8. A system of independent audit of the accounts of the Government of 
India should be instituted. 


V. The Secretary Of State In Council 


1. The Council of the Seeretary of State for India should be abolished. . 

2. The salary of the Secretary of State should be placed on the British Es- 
timates. 

3. The Secretary of State should, as far possible, occupy the same position 
in relation to the Government of India as the Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
relation to the Governments of the self-governing dominions. 

4. The Secretary of State for India should be assisted by two permanent 
Under-Secretaries, one of whom should always be an Indian. 


VI. India And The Empire 


1. In any council or other body which may be constituted or convened for 
the Settlement or Control of Imperial affairs, India shall be adequately represented 
in like manner with the Dominion and with equal rights. 

2. Indians shall be placed on a footing of equality in respect of status and 
rights of citizenship with other subjects of His Majesty the King throughout the 
Empire. 
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VI. Military And Other Matters 


1. The military and naval services of His Majesty, both in their commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned ranks should be thrown open to Indians and ade- 
quate provision should be made for their selection, training and instruction in 
India. 

2. Indians should be allowed to enlist as volunteers. 

3. The Executive Officers in India shall have no judicial powers entrusted 
to them and the Judiciary in every Province shall be placed under the highest Court 
of that Province. 

Source: Report of the 31st Indian National Congress, 1916. 
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
OF THE ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE AT LUCKNOW 


16 November 1917 


| ‘This meeting views with satisfaction the adherence to the Congress-Mus- 
lim League scheme of reforms of the influential meeting of Mahommedans repre- 
senting various parts of India held in Lucknow and having regard to the widespread 
and strong desire expressed ‘by the community for complete representation on the 
subject of its special needs in respect of future constitutional reforms, welcomes the 
proposal to send an All-India Nisken — Deputation to the Secretary of State with 
reference to the following matters which this meeting of the League hereby ap- 
proves: (a) The release of Messrs. Mohamed Ali and Shaukat Ali from internment; 
(b)half the number of Indian Under Secretaries or the members of the Secretary of 
States Council for India, as the case may be, should be Mussulmans. If there is one 
Under Secretary then the post should be given to a Hindu and a Mussulman alter- 
nately; (c) half the number of the Indian members of the Imperial and Provincial 
Executive Councils should be Mussulmans; (d) Mussulmans should be adequately 
represented in the public services of the country; (e) separate, adequate and effec- 
tive representation of Mahommedans on local bodies; (f) representation of Mussul- 
mans on Government Universities in the same proportion as the representation of 
Mussulmans on the Provincial Legislative Council of the province; (g) the main- 
tenance of the Urdu language and the Persian characters in the courts and public 
offices in those provinces where they are in vogue and the employment of Urdu as a 
medium of primary education in the aforesaid provinces; (h) that Mussulmans 
should be afforded facilities, protection and help in the observance and perfor- 
mance of their religious rights, ceremonies and usages on the occasion of the Bakr- 
Id, Moharrum, etc. without any restriction or obstruction by any official or com- 
munity; and (i) the preservation of the integrity and sanctity of holy Muslim places 
as promised by the Government of India communique, including Jerusalem.’ 
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‘That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League deplore the fact that in 
spite of the expression of the overwhelming sentiment of the community as indi- 
cated in the unanimous election of Mr. Mohamed Ali to the presidentship of the 
next sessions of the All India Muslim League to be held in Culcutta in December 
next, both he and his brother Mr. Shaukat Ali have remained unreleased. The All- 
India Muslim League cannot too strongly urge upon the attention of government 
that the course followed by them is having a profoundly depressing and disquieting 
effect upon the community at large. The League feels for the special appeal of His 
Excellency the Viceroy for co-operation in making the mission of the Secretary of 
State a success the prevailing sense of the community would undoubtedly have 
restrained the Mussulmans from any participation at this juncture in the repre- 
sentations to the Secretary of State. The League further puts on record its unswerv- 
ing conviction that the view expressed by Mr. Mohamed Ali in his draft undertaking 
faithfully reflects the attitude of the Mahommedan community of India; his offence 
if it is an offence, being that by speaking out the unvarnished truth he has rendered 
a public service alike to Government and his own people. Further that in the con- 
sidered opinion of the League the view expressed by Mr. Mohamed Ali and also 
the passive sympathies of Mussulmans in general with their coreligionists all over 
the world, based on purely religious grounds, are not in the least degree inconsis- 
tent with the fullest measure of sincere and reasoned loyalty to His Majesty the 
King-Emperor. Lastly the League desire to convey to Government its profound dis- 
belief in the charges and allegations which have been officially made against Mr. 
Mohamed Ali without any attempt at substantiation and so long as the public is not 
fully put in possession of the sources and character of the information upon which 
Government have based their policy, is still to continue to regard such action as 
devoid of any justification. Further, that the League resolves in response to the 
universal wishes of the Mussulmans of India to initiate a campaign of constitutional 
agitation to ventilate this matter both in this country and in Great Britain with a 
view to securing the relese of the two brothers. 

‘That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League requests the Govern- 
ment to set free all Muslim internees who have unjustly been deprived of their 
liberties without any cause being shown and to remove the great distress and dis- 
content prevailing in the Muslim community so as to restore a calm atmosphere so 
necessary at the present time.’ 

‘This meeting of the All-India Muslim League having considered the dif- 
ferent versions of the Arrah riots expresses its indignation at the failure of the 
Criminal Investigation Department to obtain timely news of the huge organisation 
set on foot by a large section of the Hindu population in the district of Arrah, Gaya 
and Patna to plunder the houses of the Mussulmans, defile and destroy mosques 
and Holy Qurans and commit other excesses and refuses to believe that the stupen- 
dous anti-cow killing movement could have been organised without the help and 
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co-operation of a number of Hindu members of the force. This meeting also ex- 
presses its deep regret at the weakness shown by the authorities in facing the situa- 
tion and their omission to adopt drastic measures against the rioters, who, profiting 
by the anxiety of the authorities to prevent loss of life, carried on the pillage from 
village to village, and this meeting is of opinion that by having recourse to strong 
measures at the outset the spread of the trouble could have been avoided. This 
meeting, further strongly recommends to the government that a mixed commission 
of Europeans and Mussulmans be appointed to inquire into the real source and ex- 
tent of the anti-Muslim movement in Bihar and to devise effective means for afford- 
ing protection to the Muslim community of Bihar and the United Provinces in the 
performance of their religious rights in connection with the Bakr-Id. 

‘This meeting of the All-India Muslim League views with great alarm the 
outburst of Hindu fanaticism on the last Bakr-Id and Moharrum in Bihar and at 
Chaurari in the Jaunpore district and other places and condemns the rioters and 
their secret sympathisers as the enemies of the country. This meeting also expresses 
its deep regret at the silence of responsible. Hindu leaders at the occurrences in 
Bihar and Chaurari and is of opinion that their omission to condemn the campaign 
of pillage and persecution adopted by their co-religionists is not calculated to make 
for the unity of the Hindu and Muslim communities. | 

‘This meeting of the All-India Muslim League urges upon the Government 
of India the desirability of freely granting licenses for carrying arms to the Muslim 
population of Bihar and the eastern district of the United Provinces so that they 
may be able to protect themselves against such aggression and attacks as have 
recently taken place in performing their religious rights on the occasion of the 
Bakr-Id. 

‘That the Council of the All-India Muslim League be directed immediately 
to open a fund in aid of the sufferers of the districts of Arrah, Gaya, Patna and 
Jaunpore. 

‘That the Hon. Mr. Mazharul Haque be requested to hand over the money 
of the Cawnpore Mosque Trust to the Hon. Raja of Mahmudabad who be 
authorised to transfer Rs. 25,000 to the object of helping the aforesaid sufferers and 
to deposit the balance in suitable and safe securities.’ 

Resolutions condemning ’the high-handedness of Government servants at 
Bahraich responsible for the shooting down of Mussulmans of that place’ and ap- 
pointing a committee to revise the memorandum prepared by the joint deputation 
of the Congress and League were adopted. 

Source: The Pioneer, 18 November 1917. 
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CONGRESS-LEAGUE DEPUTATION TO MONTAGU; 
PRESENTATION OF A JOINT ADDRESS 
(Sir Surendranath Banerjee read the joint address. The following is the full 
text of the joint address of the All-India National Congress and the All-India Mus- 
lim League) 

‘We, the members of the All-India Committee of the Indian National 
Congress and of the Council of the All-India Moslem League welcome you, Sir, His 
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for India, and approach you and Your Excel- 
lency the Viceroy and Governor-General. His Imperial Majesty’s august repre- 
sentative and the head of his government in this country, with feelings of gratitude 
and hope; gratitude in that the proposals of reform formulated by the National 
Congress and the Moslem League have received the attention of Your Excellency 
and of His Imperial Majesty’s Ministers in Great Britain whom you, sir, represent, 
hope in that we feel that our proposals, being just and in full harmony with British 
History and policy, will meet with favour at your hands. Sirs, we cannot let this his- 
toric occasion pass without acknowledging the great and good work that Great 
Britain has accomplished in India. The protection of the land from invasion from 
without and establishment of peace and order are in themselves no mean achieve- 
ments, but it is a prouder title to glory that she has produced a new intellectual 
awakening, a national consciousness and an eager longing for freedom among the 
heirs of ancient civilizations who had, unfortunately, fallen from their high estate. It 
was a great truth which Lord Ripon of blessed memory felicitously uttered when he 
described educated Indians as the children of British rule and we can assure you, 
sirs, that Sir Bartle Frer’s observation is as correct to-day as when he made it, that 
no section of people of India appreciate the advantages of that rule more highly 
than those whose minds have been broadened by the liberal English education, 
which will for all time stand as Britain’s most imperishable monument in India. 
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Their very political aspirations are a tribute to the success of her mission in the 
East. 
‘The proudest day in the annals of England, which Lord Macaulay 


foresaw, has come and Indians to-day demand that self-government which English- 
man have alwlays fervently believeu to be the indispensable condition of self- 
respecting national life. The Indian Nationa! Congress, which a renowned Indian 
statesman described as the greuiest triumph of British administration and a crown 
of glory to the Great British nation, is the highest expression of the sacred national 
aspiration and the ideal of the Congress's also the ideal of the most imporltant or- 
ganisation of Indian Mussulmans, the All-India Mos!em League. The authoritative 
announcement which was made simultaneously in Eng!and and India on the 20th 
August last that His Majesty's Government, with the complete accord of the 


Government of India, accepted responsible government for India as an integral 


part of the Empire as the goal of British policy, was, therefore, received by the 
country with no ordinary feeling of satisfaction. For that epoch making declaration, 
sirs, we Indians of all creeds, classes and communities are deeply beholden to His 
Majesty’s Government as well as to the Government of India. 

‘We, submit, however, that to ensure the carly realisation to this ideal the 


_ reforms that are to be introduced as a first instalment should confer a substantial 


measure of power on the people through their chosen representative in the 
councils, and further that the determination of further progress should not, as has 
been proposed, be left entirely to the Government i in India and England. It ought 
to be recognised that the people of India themselves, as the party principally 
affected, have a right to them. This would be in conformity with the principle of 
the declaration recently made by the Prime Minister of England that the wishes of 
the inhabitants must be the supreme consideration in a re-settlement,. and that this 
formula is to be applied eaually in the tropical countries. It is ovr settled 
conviction that the best interest of this country and of the Empire demand that 
full responsible government should be established here as early as practicable. We 
were, therefore, anxious to be assured that the progress towards the goal shall be 
reasonably rapid. We hope that this point will be taken into conside ‘ration by His 
Majesty's Government. 


The First Instalment . 


‘We are not less grateful for the decision to introduce a substantial first in- 
stalment of reforms at as early a date as may be practicable. We beg leave to ob- 
serve, sirs, that the procedings of the annual sessions of both the Indien National 
Congress and the All-India Moslem League are a living proof of the imperative 
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need of liberal reforms in all directions. The constitutional, financial and ad- 
ministrative amelioration of the material condition of the masses, as well as the 
satisfaction of the political aspirations of the classes, has throughout been the 
anxious concern of these organisations. They have persistently advocated reforms 
in land revenue policy and administration, measures for the relief of agricultural in- 
debtedness as agricultural education and agricultural improvement, rapid progress 
in the construction of irrigation works, an active policy of industrial development 
and technical education, the wider diffusion of education in all its branches, 
retrenchment of public expenditure and reduction of taxation pressing heavily on 
those least able to bear it, reform of the police and of the system of administration 
of justice, atemperence reform, lenient forest rules, the improvement of public 
health and adequate provision of medical relief, the re-institution of village 
panchayats — all of which are designed and calculated to make life more worth 
living for the tens of millions of our poorer countrymen with whose condition, as it 
is, no one can affect to be satisfied. We submit with confidence that educated In- 
dians cannot justly be blamed if the remedial measures for which they have been 
striving have not been introduced. It is true that they have been claiming with equal 
ardour the practical recognition of the rights which legitimately are theirs in their 
own country, but in doing so they have been actuated at least as much by the 
earnest desire to exercise them in the interest of their less favoured brethren as by 
the promptings of their own national self-respect. If they have insistently pleaded 
for some measure of real power for the representatives and spokesmen of the pople 
in the government of the country, if they have declined to reconcile themselves to a 
position of subordination and inferiority in the administration, if they have pressed 
for the removal ‘of all disabilities and restrictions based on racial and religous 
grounds, if they have expressed their dissatisfaction with the share assigned to them 
in the defence of the country and if they have protested against reactonary and 
repressive measures, they have done so because the assertion of their rights as In- 
dians is to them a compelling public duty. Neither the National Congress nor the 
Moslem League has ever been slow to acknowledge the value of the progressive 
measures that have been adopted by Government from time to time and we may, 
therefore, be permitted to say with the less hesitation that the experience of years 
has convinced us that under the existing system social and economic reform has 
‘much less chance than the well being and advancement of the people’s demands, 
that Indian Public opinion is more powerless than effectual, service and sectional 
interests are not always subordinated to the common weal and that the system 
should be altered as to make the will of people prevail, as far as may be in all mat- 

ters of internal administration. : 
‘It, in this conviction, sirs, that the National Congress and the Moslem 
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League considered the constitutional and administrative reforms which they would 
respectfully urge on the Government here and in England for present adoption, the 
joint scheme of reforms is the result of the careful deliberation of joint conferences 
of their committees. It may be mentioned here that the memorandom which was 
submitted to Your Excellency by nineteen elected members of Your Excellency’s 
Legislative Council in the autumn of 1916 is in accord with the proposals of the 
Congress and the League. 


The Reform Scheme 


‘We now ask permission, sirs, to dwell on what may be regarded as the es- 
sential features of the scheme of reforms. The basic principles on which it is 
founded are firstly, that the British connection with India should be safe-guarded, 
and, secondly, that, subject to this fundamental reservation, the character and con- 


_siution of the Government of India and the provincial Governments should be 


transformed so as to make them representative of and responsible to the people ac- 
ting through their elected representatives in the councils. To the former it is 
proposed that the Government of India should continue to own responsibility to 
His Majesty's Government and, through them, to the British Parliament in matters 
pertaining to foreign relations and the defence of the country. The legislature is to 
have no control over them or will it have any right to interfere with the relatins of 
the Government with the Indian States. This being secured it is urged that in mat- 
ters of internal administration control of the Secretary of State should be replaced 
by control by the legislature, the Government of India similarly developing power 
on the Provincial Government which in their turn will own responsibility to the 
respective legislatures. It must obviously follow that there should be a strong Indian 
element in the Executive Governments, as well as that the Legislative Councils 
should be expanded and reformed so as to consist of a substantial majority of mem- 
bers elected directly by the people on as wide a franchise as may be possible and 
these Councils should be endowed with real and substantial power, not only — over 
legislation but also over finance and administration. We venture to think that the 
Congress and the Moslem League make no extravagent proposals when they ask 
that one half of the Executive Councillors should be Indians and that four fifths of 
the Legislative Councils should consist of elected members; nor, we submit, are the 
powers proposed for the latter bodies excessive or impracticable. Adequate 
safaguards have been provided in the scheme to prevent the adoption of hasty or 
unsuitable measures, legisslative, financial or administrative, as well as to protect 
the interests of minorities. 

‘In connection with the latter point we beg to invite attention to the 
provision that non-official proposals affecting communal interests to which three- 
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fourths of the members belonging to the community object should not be 
proceeded with in any Legislative Council. 

‘The reforms relating to the Secretary of State and his Council are sug- 
gested as being consequential on the reform of the systerm of Government in the 
country itself. They will, it is trusted, be found to make for economy and for har- 
mony between the authorities in the two countries without in any way impairing ef- 
ficiency. 

Tn the memorandum in support of the proposals which, we beg to hand 
with this address, the case for reform is set forth at some length. It discusses, too, 
the important cognate subject of local self government and a few urgently needed 
administrative reforms for the introduction of which both the Congress and League 
have long been earnestly appealing to Government. The resolution of the Congress 


and the Moslem League, the joint scheme of reforms and the memorandum of the ~ 


nineteen members are appended to our memorandum to facilitate refernce. We 
hope that the country will not have to wait longer to see Lord Ripon’s cherished 
scheme of real local self-government fully carried out, or for the substantial In- 
dianisation of the public services for which our late revered countryman, Mr. 
Dadabhai Naoroji, laboured so long and so hard, or for the complete separation of 
the judicial services and functions from the executive, a reform needed even more 
in the interest of the backward masses than of the classes, or for such an amend- 
ment of the Arms Act and rules as will not only do away with the invidious racial 
discrimination against Indians but empower them to possess and carry arms on 
conditins similar to those which prevail in other civilised countries, in most of the 
States in this very country and in the case of Europeans and Americans in British 
India itself. The country has expressed its gratification at the removel of the bar 
against the appointment of Indians as commissioned officers in the army. It trusts 
that the rules which will regalate their admission will be liberal and open an 
honourable and patriotic career to the youngmen of all classes who may satisfy such 
tests’ as may be imposed to judge their fitness, that the requistic facilities for their 
training and examination will be provided in India itself and that Indians will be 
appointed in reasonably large numbers. It is a grievance of long standing that In- 
dians are not permitted to enlist as volunteers. If, however, the system of vounteer- 
ing, as it has existed, is to ‘disappear it is believed that the Indian Defence Force 
will be urged that the Indian section of it may be placed on a level of absolute 
equality with the Europeans. 


Indian Status In The Empire 


‘Before taking leave of you, sirs, we would invite attention to the very-im- 
portant subject of Indians’ status in the Empire. Our claim, in one word, is that she 
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should be lifted from the position of a dependency to that of equality with the 
Dominions. The relation of the two should be mutual in the complete sense of the 
term. We submit that if the Dominions are to exercise any rights in relation to India 
the latter should have the power to exercise the same right in relation to them. In 
any Council or Parliament of the Empire which may be constituted at a future date 
India should be represented in like manner and in an equal measure with the 
domisions. Unless this is done the participation of the Dominions in the governance 
of our country without a corresponding right in us to participate in the governance 
of them will mean a lowering of even our present unsatisfactory status which will 
arouse the strongest opposition in this country. We hope and trust that His 
Majesty's Government will never entertain any such proposal. In the meantime, we 
request that India may be allowed to be represented in the Imperial Conference 
(and in the Imperial Cabinet if any such should be constituted) through persons _ 
elected by the elected members of our Legislative Councils. We are beholden to 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India for the privilege accorded 
to India in the beginning of this year of sending three gentlemen to represent her in 
the Imperial War conference and the Imperial War Cabinet, nor are we less sen- 
sible of the value of the unanimous resolution recorded by the former body in 
favour of the regular représéntation of India at future ordinary sittings of the Im- 
perial Conference. The constitutional position of the Government of India being 
what it is in relation to His Majesty's Government on the one side and to the people - 
of India on the other, its nominees cannot have the character of representatives or 
spokesmen of the people as have the Ministers of the Dominions which are en- 
dowed with responsible Government. In this view of the matter we are constrained 
to submit that during the period of transition from the existing system to respon- 
sible government the representatives of this country in the Imperial conference and 
the Imperial Cabinet should be allowed to be elected by the elected members of the 
Legislative councils in India. 

‘We submit that the reforms for which the National Congress and the Mos- 
lem League plead are needed as much in the interests of the good government of 
the country and the happiness and prosperity of the people as for the legitimate 
satisfaction of our national self respect and for a due recognition of India’s place 
among the free and civilised nations of the Empire and the outside world. Nor are 
they less necessary to strengthen and solidify the British contection with this an- 
cient land. India has given freely of her love and service to England and she aspires 
to attain to her proper place of eauality and honour in the commonwealth of na- 
tions which are proud to own fidelity to His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor. If, 


as has been said, the British Empire is the greatest secular power on earth, making’ 


for the good of mankind, India is hopeful and confident that she will not be denied 
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what is in every way due to her, especially after this great war of liberty in which it 
has been authoritatively recognised that she has played a distinguished and 
honourable part.’ 

The following composed the joint deputation — Mr. Surrendra Nath 
Banerjea, Mrs. Annie Besant, the Raja of Mahmudabad, Mr. Syed Nabiullah, Mr. 
Mazhr-ul-Haque, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, Mr. Syed Wazir Hasan, Mr. M.K. Gandhi, Mr. 
B.G. Tilak, Lala Harikishan Lall, Mr. Srinivass Sastry, Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. 
Hasan Imam, Mr. S. Sinda, Mr. Bishan Dutt Shukul, Dewan Bahadur Kesaya Pillai, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr. G.S. Khaparde, Mr. C.Y. Chintamani, Mr. C.P. 
Ramasuami Iyer, Dr. P.J. Mehta, the Rev. B.A. Nag, Mr. L.A. Govinda Raghave 


Iyer, Mr. Kamini Kumar Chanda, Mr. L. Bhurgri. 


Source: The Poineer, 28 November 1917. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BILL 

The British Government constituted a Joint Select Committee, with The 
Rt. Hon’ble The Earl of Selborne as its chairman, to suggest how to bring about 
progressive realisation of a responsible government in India. Other members in- 
cluded Duke of Northumberland, Marquess of Crewe, Lord Brodrick (Viscount 
Midleton), Lord Islington, Lord Sydenham, Lord Sinha. Mr. F.D. Acland, Mr. Ben- 
nett, Sir Henry Craik, Mr. Montagu, Major Ormsby- Groe and Sir J.D. Rees. 

The Committee first issued a questionnaire to important personalities of 
public life in India and then interviewed them individually. The report was 
published in mid-November. and placed before the British Parliament. The Bill got 
through both Houses of the Parliament and received the Royal assent on Decem- 
ber 23, 1919 and promulgated as Government of India Act of 1919, The following is 
the text of The Hon’ble Mr. M.A. Jinnah’s interview with the Committee on August 
13, 1919: 

3622, (Chairman) I think you represent the Moslem League? — (Mr. Jin- 
nah) Yes. 

3623. You have been good enough to send in answers to the list of ques- 
tions? — Yes, we have. | 

The questions and answers are as follows: 

1. Do you accept the proposition that it is desirable to bring about the 
progressive realisation of responsible government in India, and, if so, how do you 
define the expression “responsible government”? And do you generally accept the 
proposition contained in the preamble? — The proposition that it is desirable to 
bring about progressive realisation of responsible government in India is sound, but 
a substantial step must be taken at once. We would define the expression “respon- 
sible government” as far as we can to mean that the will of the Legislature which is 
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responsible to the electorates must prevail over the Executive, subject to veto. We 
accept generally the proposition contained in the preamble so far as it applies to 
the Provinces, but it does not contemplate to include the Central Government. In 
our opinion it is far more essential to introduce an element of responsibility in the 
Central Government. With these observations we accept the proposition contained 
in the preamble. 

2. Do you think that the realisation of responsible government in the 
Provinces involves the establishment in Provincial Legislatures of a substantial 
elected majority (Clause 6)? — Yes; one of the principle things. 

3. Do you think that the non-official members of the Provincial Legisla- 
tures should possess power to control the actions and policy of the Executive? Do 
you think they possess such power at present? — Yes; we think that non-official 
members of the Provincial Legislature should possess power to control the actions 
and policy of the Executive. At present they do not possess any such power. 

4. Do you think that there are certain matters or functions of government 
in the Provinces in which at present the Provincial Executive must remain respon- 
sible to the Secretary of State and Parliament, and must therefore be in a position 
to enforce its wishes? — The All-India Muslim League passed the following resolu- 
tion at its sessions on September Ist, 1918, in Bombay: — “That the following 
modifications and changes in the proposals contained in the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report are necessary to render the scheme of reforms a substantial step towards 
responsible government. Reserved subjects in the Provinces to include only Law, 
Justice, and Police (except prisons), and there should be complete separation of 
judicial and executive functions at once.” Since then the Government of India and 
some Local Governments adopted reactionary and oppressive policy after the Ar- 
mistice was signed, which alarmed the people and the Anglo-Indian Press, the 
European community in India and the Indo-British Association in England in their 


campaign caused grave apprehensions in the minds of the people; so at the Delhi 


Sessions the All-India Muslim League, in December, 1918, passed the following 
resolution: “The All- India Muslim League, while affirming the principles underly- 
ing the resolutions passed at Lucknow 1916, Calcutta 1917, and Bombay 1918, 
demands that complete responsible government be granted to the Provinces. “The 
deputation of the All-India Muslim League, however, has discretion in the matter 
of representing the Muslim views to the British Parliament and His Majesty’s 
Government. We submit that in our opinion the Provinces are ripe for complete 
responsible government, and a sufficient number of Indians are available to be 
entrusted with all the portfolios of Provincial administration, and that under the 
guidance of a Governor selected from amongst men of public life in England they 
will be able to carry on the administration efficiently and successfully; but we also 
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realise that the terms of the famous Parliamentary announcment made by His 
Majesty's Government on August 20th, 1917, and which was, welcomed in good 
faith by India, provide for a progressive realisation of responsible government: 
hence we are prepared to accept the system of diarchy in the Provinces provided it 
is simultaneously introduced in the Central Government. We think that in the 
Provinces the transferred subjects be at least those mentioned in our answer to 
question No.19. 

5. If you accept the propositions stated under questions 1 to 4, do you 
think that the dual form of government embodied in the Bill is the best means of 
securing them? If not, what are your objections to that feature of the Bill, and by 
what other means would you attempt to secure the objects in view? — We think the 
dual form of government embodied in the Bill is the best means of securing the ob- 


_jects in view, 


6. If you have any other method to suggest, does it (i) provide possibilities 
of advance by stages and facilitate the “progressive realisation of responsible 
government,” and if it does, in what way (Clause 2, 3, etc.)? And (ii) does it afford 
means of judgment (a) to the electors and (b) to the Statutory Commission which is 
to examine and report on progress of the success or failure in results of the control 
exercised by the Legislature and those who represent it in the Executive? — We 
have no other method to suggest. Diarchy fits in more with the order of things as 
they exist at present in India and it can be justified on the ground that it is for a 
transitional period. 

7. If you consider a dual form of government acceptable in principle, are 
there any points of detail the modification of which you regard as necessary? If so, 
what are those points, and what modifications would you suggest? — Appointment 
of Governors. — Clause 2. — We submit that the same method of appointing 
Presidency Governors should be applied to all Provinces, namely, that every Gover- 
nor should be selected and appointed from men of public life in England. Clause 3. 
— The salary of the Minister should be the same as that of the members of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Provinces, not such salary as the Governor may determine. 
Clause 4 (1). — The provision in Section 47 of the Principal Act, that two of the 
members of the Executive Council of the Governor of a Province must have been 
for at least twelve years in the service of the Crown in India, should be deleted. We 
do not approve of “one” being substituted for “two”. It will be open to the 
Secretary of State for India to select and appoint any person from amongst the 
members of the Civil Service. We think that it is highly objectionable to make 
statutory provisions of this character. One of the objects of the reforms is to take 
away in course of time the direction of policy from the members of the Indian Civil 
Service and place it in the hands of the representatives of the people. Therefore, 
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there should be nothing in the statue that may establish the claim of the Service to 
these posts in future, though some of them may continue to be appointed to the Ex- 
ecutive Councils in the transitory period by the exercise of the free choice of the 
Crown and not by statutory rights. Clause 4(2). — We think it is unnecessary that 
any provision should be made by rules under the principal Act as to the qualifica- 
tions to be required in respect of members of the Executive Council of the Gover- 
nor of a Province. It should be left to the free choice of the Crown. In the appoint- 
ment of members of an Executive Council the hands of the Governor in recom- 
mending, and the Secretary of State in appointing him, should not be tied down by 
rules as to qualifications. With reference to Clause 1 (1) (d), the Memorandum of 
the Secretary of State, paragraph 13, says: — “The terms in which the power of 
making rules as to allocation of Provincial funds is to be conferred, left open the 
question as to whether Provincial finance is to be on the basis of one joint purse or 
by two separate purses.” We strongly oppose the recommendation of the Govern- 
ment of India for a separate purse. In our opinion it would be subversive of the 
fundamental principles and policy adumbrated in the Montagu- Chelmsford 
Report and further amplified by the Southborough Functions committee. We, 
therefore, urge that it should be clearly laid down; in the Bill, or at any rate we 
press that the rules to be framed should be strictly in accordance with the prin- 
ciples and policy laid down in these two Reports. The same observations apply to 
the business of the Governor with his Ministers, and his relation thereto contained 
in Clause 5, sub- Clause (2). We think the contemplated Deputy Governor un- 
necessary for the transitional period (Clause 12). The question of sub- dividing 
Provinces dealt with in paragraphs 245 and 246 of the Joint Report may be con- 
sidered when the periodical enquiry is made by the Commission, We consider 
Clause 12, sub-Clause (2) too wide. We think “back-ward tracts” should be clearly 
defined, and should in no case go beyond what is stated in paragraph 199 of the 
Joint Report. 

8. In particular, do you think (i) that Ministers should hold office “during 
pleasure” — i.e., should be liable to removal if they are unable to support the action 
decided upon in their Department by the Governor or if they fail to retain the con- 
fidence of the Legislature (Clause 3(1)? That the Governor should have power to 
disregard the opinion of his Ministers if he considers that action in accordance with 
that opinion is inconsistent with the due discharge of his responsibilities (Clause 3 
(3))? (iit) That the Executive Council should in all Provinces normally consist of 
one official European and one non- official Indian (Clause 4)?) (iv) That the 
Governor should have power to dissolve his Legislative Council (Clause 7 (4))? — 
(i) Ir our opinion the Minister should hold office during pleasure — i,e., should be 
liable to removal if they fail to retain the confidence of the Legislature only. It is 
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highly objectionable that he should also be liable to removal if he is unable to sup- 
port the action decided upon in his department by the Governor. The Minister’s 
position should not be that of a person liable to fall between two stools. (ii) Yes, the 
Governor should have power to disregard the opinion and advice of his Minister, 
but only in cases in which he considers that if he follows the advice of his Minister it 
will endanger the safety or tranquillity of the province or any part thereof, not on 
the ground that, if he considers that action in accordance with that opinion or ad- 
vise is inconsistent with a due discharge of his responsibilities. The expression used 
in the Bill is too general, and would not prevent undue interference. (iii) We accept 
that the Executive Council should in all provinces normally consist of one official 
European and one non-official Indian, and we have no objection, as stated in the 
Memorandum of the Secretary of State for India regarding the Bill, that if a second 
European member is added there will also be a second non-official Indian member, 
although we think ne occasion is likely to arise for four members. (iv) Yes; the 
Governor should have power to dissolve his Legislative Council: but here we may 


add that a provision should be made that the Governor should call a special meet- 


ing of his Council if a requisition is sent to him to that effect signed by at least 30 
per cent of the members for any emergency business. 

9. Referring back to Questions 2, 3 and 4, if your answers to the first and 
third of these are in the affirmative, and if you think that the legislatures should be 
given greater powers of control and influence than they possess at present, do you 
regard the limitations imposed generally by Clause 9 of the Bill upon their financial 
and legislative powers as (i) suitable, or as (ii) unnecessarily severe, or as (iii) in- 
adequate to safeguard the responsibilities which the Government owes in the last 
resort to Parliament? (Clause 9)? — The limitations imposed generally by Clause 9 
of the Bill upon the financial and legislative powers are unnecessarily severe. We 
think the Legislature ought to be given greater power. In the formation of the 
Grand Committee the majority of the members to be nominated by the governor is 
not defined. This will give power to the Governor to reduce the number to be 
elected by the legislative council. The Montagu- Chelmsford Report lays down that 
there should be a bare majority to be nominated. We, therefore, suggest that in this 
clause the majority should not be left vague and undefined as it is. Further, we find 
that no provision is made in the Bill as was promised by the Joint Report, that when 
the Bill is passed by the Grand Committee it should be reported to the whole 
Council, and that the Council should have the right to pass a resolution recording 
any objection to the principle, or details of the measure, and such resolution was to 
be submitted to the Governor- General and the Secretary of State, accompanied by 
the Act. Clause 9, Sub-Clause 2 (B). — The words “necessary for the carrying on of 
any department” are far too wide. The intention is ‘to prevent closing down of a 
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department during a crisis, and it should be so limited. (C). —Salaries of public 
services should not be excluded from the role of Legislature except those certain 
high offices. (D). — Proposal for increase under one head should be allowed 
provided it is balanced by decrease under another irrespective of the question of 
transferred or reserved subject so long as the total expenditure budgeted for the 
year remains unaltered, subject, of course, to the Governor’s power to restore the 
budget as originally proposed so far as the reserved subjects are concerned. Clause 
9 (5). — We would suggest in line 10 the words “if he thinks fit and” should be 
omitted. If those words remain the Governor will not only have the power to certify 
the Bill or any clause of it, or the amendment which he thinks affects the safety of 
tranquillity of his province or any part of it or any other province, or the interests of 
a specified reserved subject, and thus may direct either that no proceedings, or no 
further proceedings, shall be taken by the Council in relation to the Bill, clause or 
amendment, or if he thinks fit, and if the Council so desire, the Bill, clause or 
amendment shall be referred to the Grand Committee but if he does not think fit 
and the Council may desire that the Bill shall be referred to the Grand Committee, 
we take it that it cannot go to the Grand Committee. Therefore, we submit that the 
words “if he thinks fit and” should be deleted, from which will follow that if the 
Council so desire the bill, clause or amendment shall be referred to the Grand 
Committee. In our opinion, the council should elect its own President and Vice- 
President, and no question should be disallowed by the Governor but it may be left 
open to the member or Minister in charge to decline to answer the question on the 
ground of public interest. 

10. In particular — (i) Do you think that the legislature should have power 
with whatever limitations to vote supplies? (Clause 9 (2)) (ii) Do you accept the 
plan of Grand Committees as the means of giving to the Government the power to 
secure essential legislation in the event of their failure to carry their propositions in 
the council? If so, have you any modifications: or detail to suggest? If not, what 
other method would you suggest to secure the object in view? — (i) Yes: Legisla- 


ture should have power to vote supplies. (ii) We accept the Grand Committee sub- 


ject to the observations made above. 

11. Do you accept the position adopted in the Bill (Part II) that the time 
has not yet come to give the Legislative Assembly a similar measure of control over 
the Central Government as that given to provincial legislative councils over provin- 
cial governments? — We do not accept the position, adopted in the Bill (Part II) 
that the time has not yet come to give the Legislative Assembly a similar measure of 
control over the Central Government as that given to Provincial Legislative Coun- 
cils over Provincial Governments. We think this decision is not warranted by the 
terms of the announcement of 20th August. The present condition and fitness of 


140 





= = 





Muslim League & Government Of India Bill 


the people entitle them to have an element of responsibility introduced in the 
Central Government simultaneously with provinces. No case is made out why the 
Central Government should wait for more than a decade before any measure of 
control over the Central Government is given to the Legislature. We think there 
should be a division of functions in the Central Government as is proposed in the 
Provincial Government. In this connection we may draw your attention that the All- 
India Muslim League, at its special’ Sessions at Bombay, passed the following 
resolution: — “The Council of State may be retained provided that a system of 
reserved and transferred subjects, similar to that proposed for the provinces, is 
adopted for the Central Government, and that in the Legislature of India the cer- 
tificate of the Governor-General in Council should not apply except to certain 
reserved subjects hereinafter mentioned. The reserved subjects shall be the Army, 
the Navy, Foreign and Political relations between the Government of India and 
other Powers (excepting relations with the Colonies and the dominions), including 
the declaration of war and entering into treaties, and matters directly affecting the 
peace, tranquillity and safety of the country, and all other subjects shall be trans- 
ferred.” 

12. Do you agree that it is advisable none the less to provide for a substan- 
tial elective majority in the Indian Legislature (Clause 16)? — Yes; but we submit 
that there should be a schedule of the composition of the Legislative Assembly 
similar to the schedule annexed to the Bill giving the constitution of the Legislative 
Councils in the Provinces. 

13. Do you accept the plan of a bicameral legislature as arising out of this 
as constituting both a satisfactory machine for the ordinary purposes of legislation 
and as affording the means to the Governor-General in Council to secure legisla- 
tion which he regards as essential? (Clauses 14, 15 and 16.)? — No: the proposed 
bicameral legislation does not constitute a satisfactory machine for the ordinary 
purposes of legislation as it affords the means to the Governor-General in Council 
to secure any legislation by means of a certificate. Therefore, we suggest that the 
power of the Governor-General in Council to certify should be limited to certain 
specified subjects upon which depend the peace and tranquillity of the country. We 
also submit that there should be a schedule of the composition of the Council of 
State similar to the schedule annexed to the Bill and giving constitution of Legisla- 
tive Councils. We submit that the Governor-General should summon the Assembly 
if a requisition is sent to him signed by at least 30 per ccnt of the elected members. 
No ruler or subject of any State of India should be nominated a member of the 
Council of State or the Legislative Assembly or any Provincial Council. 

14. Do you accept the provisions of the Bill as to the course of legislation 
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in the Indian Legislature? (Clause 20 (3) and (4)) Or do you regard them as un- 
necessarily restrictive on the popular will, or as an inadequate means of ensuring to 
the governor- General in Council the discharge of his responsibilities? We do not 
accept the provisions of the Bill as to the course of legislation in the Indian Legisla- 
ture, Clause 20 (3 and 4). — We regard them as unnecessarily restrictive on the 
popular will. The certificate of the Governor-General should be limited to the 
specified subjects, and the words “interests of British India or any part thereof,” 
are far too wide in Sub-Clause 4 and should be deleted. Clause 20 (2) — Provision 
as to the persons to preside at the meetings of there Legislative Assembly should be 
made in the statute, and should not be left to the rules. In our opinion, the Legisla- 
tive Assembly should elect its own President and Vice-President. In the rules it 
should be provided that no question should be disallowed by the Governor- 
General, but it may be left open to the member in charge to decline to answer the 
question on the ground of public interest. : | 

15. Do you accept the changes made by the Bill (Clause 231) in the con- 
stitution of the Governor-General’s Executive Council? If not, what are your 
reasons and what modifications would you suggest? — We do not accept the chan- 


_ ges made by the Bill (Clause 21) in the constitution of the Governor-General’s Ex- 


ecutive Council. Clause 21 (1). —. We are opposed to any statutory qualification for 
the members of the Executive Council of the Governor-General. Section 36 of the 
Principal Act should be repealed, and the selection and nomination of the mem- 
bers of the Executive Council should be left to the free choice of the Crown. There 
should be a convention that half the number should be non-official Indians. Clause 
21 (2). — We think it undesirable and unnecessary in view of what we have said 
with regard to Sub-Clause (1) above, and should be deleted. 

16. Do you think that the development of provincial autonomy on the one 
hand, and of self-government in the provinces on the other, involves any modifica- 
tion of the provisions of Sections 2 — 33 and 45 of the Government of India Act 
(Clause 23)? — Yes; with regard to Section 2 of the Principal Act, the powers of 
Parliament exercised through the Secretary of State for India with regard to trans- 
ferred subjects require modification. With regard to Section 33, the Secretary of 
State for India will not interfere where there is unanimity between the Assembly 
and the Government of India, nor would he interfere with regard to transferred 
subjects in the provinces or Central Government. Section 45 will require modifica- 
tions sub-stantially in terms recommended by the Southborough committee Report. 

17. Do you agree that the gradual realisation of responsible government in- 
volves periodical examination of progress, by independent authority, and that the 
provisions of Clause 28 of the Bill are well designed to afford such examination? — 
The answer to the first part of the question — yes; but we think, with regard to the 
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second part, that Clause 28 of the Bill should include Central Government for the 
purpose of periodical enquiry (Clause 28 (2).) , 

18. Are there any matters which it is proposed in the bill to deal with by 
rule which you would suggest should be provided for in the Bill? — In the absence 
of the rules it is very difficult for us to say what matters should be dealt with in the 
Bill, and what matters should be left to the Rules. We have pointed out various 
modifications, and it is more for an expert draftsman to decide what should be in- 
corporated in the bill and what should be relegated to the Rules to be made. 

19. Have you any observations to offer on the Reports of Lord South- 
borough’s Committees and of the Committee on the Home Administration of In- 
dian Affairs? — With regard to the Southborough committee Report:— Franchise 
Committee’s Recommendations: We generally agree with it except with the follow- 
ing matters. We think that it is advisable to remove the sex disqualification at the 
very outset. We hold a very strong opinion that the residential qualification for can- 
didates, as laid down in the report in the case of Bombay, Punjab, and Central - 
Provinces, has no justification. We will abolish the residential qualification 
throughout India. The qualifications laid down in the Southborough Report for 
electors in the Punjab are much higher than those in the other seven provinces, the 
Committee in this case deferring to the views of the local government. The result is 
that only 1.21 per cent of the population are voters in the Punjab against 1.30 per 
cent, in the Central Provinces. We do not see any reason why the percentage of 
voters in this Province should not be brought up to, say, 3.14 of the United Provin- 
ces or 3.33 of Bombay, or at least to 2.72 of Bengal by lowering the qualifications. 
Functions Committee report. — With regard to the Functions Committee Report 
we urge that the following subjects should in any case be transferred, in addition to_ 
those on the transferred list of the Southborough Committee:— Item 6. — Irriga- 
tion and canals, drainage, and embankments and water storage. This item belongs 
to Public Works, and must go with that department — Item 5 in the provincial list 
Item 7. — and revenue administration. Item 13. — Forests, including preservation 
of game therein. It is proposed to transfer this subject only in Bombay. We suggest 
its transfer in all provinces except that of Assam. Item 14. — Land acquisition. Item 
23. — Development of mineral resources which are Government property. Item 25. 
— Industrial matters included under the following heads: — () Factories. (b) Settle- 
ment of labour disputes. (c) Electricity. (d) Boilers. (¢) Gas. (f) Smoke nuisances; 
and (g) Welfare of labour, including provident funds, industrial insurance (general, 
health, and accident), and housing. This item has affinity to Item 24. Development 
of Industries, and both should form one undivided protfolio. Item 29. — Inland 
waterways, including shipping and navigation thereon, so far as not declared under 
control of Government of India, but subject as regards inland steam vessels to In- 
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dian legislation. Item 32. — Control of newspapers and printing presses subject to 
Indian legislation. Item 36. — Prisons and reformatories, subject to Indian legisla- 
tion. Item 41. — Franchise and election for Indian and provincial legislatures, sub- 
ject to Indian legislation. The following three subjects, so far as concern the ad- 
ministration of transferred subjects, should not be regarded as reserved subjects. 
Item 43. — Control, subject to Indian legislation, of members of all India services 
serving within the province and of other public services within the provinces. Item 
44. — New provincial taxes — that is to say, taxes included in the schedule of addi- 
tional provincial taxes, so far as not included under previous heads. Item 45. — 
Borrowing of money on the sole credit of the province, subject to Indian legislation. 
Committee on the Home Administration of Indian Affairs. — We are of the 
opinion that the Council of the Secretary of State for India should be abolished. We 
attach the greatest possible value to the recommendation “that where the Govern- 
ment of India are in agreement with the majority of the non-official members of the 
Legislative Assembly, either in regard to legislation or in regard to resolutions on 
the Budget, or on any matters of general administration, assent to their joint 
decision should only be withheld in cases in which the Secretary of State feels that 
his responsibility to Parliament for the peace, order, and good government of India, 
or paramount considerations, of Imperial policy, require him to secure recon- 
sideration of the matter at issue by the Legislative Assembly”. We look upon this as 
laying the foundation for India’s independence, similar to that of the dominions, in 
her domestic and fiscal maters, consistently with her Imperial obligations. We are 
otherwise in general agreement with the majority of the report. We urge that there 
should always be an additional Indian Permanent Under Secretary of State for 
India. Public Services. — With regard to Public Services, we are not satisfied with 


.. the provisions of the Bill, Clause 24 and the following clauses. We strongly draw the 


attention of the committee to — if we may say so — the very able Minute of Profes- 
sor Keith, paragraph 27, 28 and 29 in his minority report, and beg that effect should 
be given to them. We think that the control and supervision of Parliament should be 
relaxed on Indian affairs only in so far and to that extent — namely, those that are 
left to the popular control and responsibility of the legislature. 

3624, Perhaps you will wish to supplement those answers by a statement? 
— Yes. I want to give the committee a short history of the position of India with 
regard to this Reform Bill which is now before you, the government of India Bill. 


3625. That is rather a tall order? — If your Lordship will allow me, what I 
want to say is this: The first proposition that we contest very strongly is with regard 
to the Central Government, namely, that according to us no element of respon- 
sibility is introduced in the Central Government. We contest that. 

3626. It is quite in order that you should make that point fully; but I do not ; 
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want you to give a history of the whole of this question? — No; it would take me 
months to write down. 

3627. I think it would? — I never intended that. I wanted to give you a 
short sketch and not a history in the sense that I am going to write down a history, 
but in the sense of what is the exact attitude of the people of India with regard to 
this particular question. 

3628. If you are straying beyond the legitimate bounds of a statement you 
must forgive me for interrupting you? — But your Lordship is not going to 
prejudge that now. The position is this: Four formulas have been laid down in the 
Joint Report and formula 3 is this: “The Government of India must remain wholly 
responsible to Parliament, and, saying such responsibility, its authority in essential 
matters must remain indisputable, pending experience of the effect of the changes 
now to be introduced in the Provinces. In the meantime, the Indian Legislative 
Council should be enlarged and made more representative, and its opportunities of 
influencing Government increased.” That is in paragraph 190 of the Joint Report 
on page 157. What I want to put before you is this very shortly and very conciously. 
The All-India Moslem League, whose representative I am here to-day, in 1913, 
about the end of 1912 and also in 1913. March Sessions, adopted a programme, 
namely, the attainment of self-government under the aegis of the British Crown for 
India, and thereby came into line with the Indian National Congress. After that 
programme was adopted by the All- India Moslem League, the All-India Moslem 
League and the Indian National congress, for the first time in history of the Indian 
people, met together in bombay in 1915. In 1915 both the Indian National Congress 
and the All-India Moslem League adopted certain resolutions. Lord Sinha was 
presiding over the Indian National Congress at that time, and we emphasised this 
that we wanted a declaration of policy from His Majesty's Government with regard 
to India. Both these bodies appointed Committees of representative men to formu- 
late a scheme of reforms which should be introduced after the war. Now I will not 
go beyond that or what happened before that except this, that up to 1915, to put it . 
very shortly, the Indian National Congress and all the political bodies in India advo- 
cated the transfer of power from the Executive or the Bureaucratic Government to 
the Popular Government, that is to say, a voice in the direction and control of the 
Executive and in the direction of the policy of the Government. That demand was 
formulated in 1915 again. Those two committees formed to formulate the Reform 
Scheme met on various occasions. In 1916 — I am speaking from memory, but I 
think it was about August, 1916 — the Government of India were contemplating a 
despatch on the reforms. This came to be known, and at that time what is known as 
the Memorandum of the 19, that is the 19 elected members of the Imperial Council 


145 




















Foundations of Pakistan 


was drafted. They thought that they should not lose any time, but should put for- 
ward the views of the people of India as their representatives. They, therefore, in 
Simla, in September, 1916, drafted a memorandum, which is a well-known docu- 
ment, called the Memorandum of the 19. There again the two points were em- 
phasised: Transfer of power, as I mentioned before, and fiscal autonomy. After 
that, in 1916, at Lucknow, the Indian National Congress met and the All-India 
Home Rule League met and adopted a scheme of reform which is well-known to 
the Committee. There again they emphasised the point that we wanted a transfer of 
power from top to bottom, not in any particular portion of the Government. The 
Government of India is divided in this way: Local Self-Government is one rung of 
the ladder, Provincial Government is the second, Central Government is the third, 
the Secretary of State and his Council is the fourth, and Parliament on the top of 
the whole of this structure. That was in December, 1916. After that, what comes is 
the announcement of the 20th August, 1917, which is welcomed because it definite- 
ly laid down the goal for India and the policy of His Majesty’s Government in India. 
After that announcement His Majesty’s Secretary (Mr. Montagu) arrived in India, 
and when he arrived in India he wanted to ascertain the exact position with regard 
to the reforms in India. Up to this time nobody thought of any other form of 
government except the unitary system of government, Mr. Lionel Curtis, who was in 
India about this time in 1917, after he had had many interviews and discussions with 
leaders of Indian thought was the first, I believe, who suggested the dual form of 
government — that is, a diarchy. In 1917.the Indian National Congress met at Cal- 
cutta, and it again reaffirmed those very principles which I have mentioned, and 
said that as a sub-stantial step towards the realisation of the goal we want what is 
known as the Congress- League scheme. But we had no other scheme before us at 
that moment, except the Congress-League scheme or the unitary system of 
government. After that the Joint Report came. 

My point is this, that we expected in this Joint Report not to be confined 
merely to the Provinces, as it says in formula 2. formula 2 says: “The Provinces are 
the domain in which the earlier steps towards the progressive realisation of respon- 
sible government should be taken.” After this Report I must say naturally there was 
a great deal of dissatisfaction and disappointment, for this reason, that we have 
been urging reforms from top to bottom in the matter of controlling the Executive, 
having a voice in the direction of the policy of the government, and emphasising a 
fiscal autonomy for India. I do not understand why the authors of the Report say 
that their principles will not allow them to go further than the proposals there. I 
cannot see what principles they are which prevent them from going further, be- 
cause I do not see how it is opposed to the announcement it of the 20th August; but 
still they say that. 
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After that we thought that as the Joint Report itself was placed before the 
public of India and the public of Great Britain for criticism and opinions, therefore 
it was open to us to improve it, because it was not the last word on the subject. 
After the Report was published I venture to say before this Committee that there is 
no section of public opinion of any importance in India that has not urged that a 
simultaneous advance should be made in the Government of India, and has not em- 
phasised the point of fiscal autonomy. What do we find? Notwithstanding the very 
strong current of opinion from one end of India to the other we find the next stage 
is this Bill which is now before you, and we find that this Bill does not go one bit 
further than the Montagu-Chelmsford Report with regard to the Central Govern- 
ment and the fiscal autonomy. 

Now, my Lord, what is the reason for not making an advance in the Central 


_ Government? The only ground that I have been able to gather is the general argu- 


ments which are laid down, if I may shortly place them before you, in this way. The 


first ground really comes to want of confidence in the capacity of the people to 


govern themselves. I am analysing it. The second ground is distrust of the repre- 
sentative character of the educated section. The third is that the elected repre- 
sentatives of the people will make the government impossible by creating dead- 
locks. You find it summed up in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. I am giving you 
the exact words. I am really reading from the annotation to the Government of 
India Despatch of the 5th March, at page 103. It is from the Memorandum of the 
Home Rule League, Bombay branch. I am the President of the Home Rule League, 
of the Bombay branch. This Memorandum was submitted under my signature as 
the President of the Home Rule League, and I took a considerable part in the 
preparation of this Memorandum. On page 103 you will find the reasons summed 
up as: “(1) Electorates of sufficient size an7 quality cannot be called into existence 
for a long time; (2) the politically minded classes cannot be entrusted with the 
government of the remaining portion of the people, which is indifferent to politics 
and unfit to have any voice in the government either by reason of ignorance, pover- 
ty, or religious and social differences.” Then, on page 104, we say: “The position 
taken up by the authors of the Report is thus defined? ‘In the first place we wish to 
insist on the importance of these factors in considering the time necessary for the 
complete attainment of responsible government in a country where, in spite of 
rapid processes of growth, so great a majority of the people do not ask for it and 
are not yet fitted for it. And further: ‘The prospects of advance very greatly depend 
upon how far the educated Indian is in sympathy with and capable of fairly repre- 
senting the illiterate masses.” This is a quotation from the Report. Therefore, as I 
said before, these are the only reasons that I can gather for not making any advance 
in the Central Government. 

What we say is this: First of all this is a highly exaggerated and incorrect 
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estimate of the situation in India. I will deal now, first of all, with the question of 
there being no efficient electorates. That, I believe, is the strongest point as far as I 


have been able to gather of the Secretary of State for India. Now what 1s the posi- ~ 


tion in India? It is admitted that you will find that you can get at least 5 per cent, of 
the population in the electorates. It is also admitted in the Report that you have, 
even according to the last census in 1911, 8.6 per cent, educated people; I believe 
there is a large number now, in 1919. Therefore you have certainly more than 
roughly speaking — I am only guessing now — 8.6 per cent, literates, and I put it 
down at not less than 10 or 12 per cent. | 

Now what was the position of the United Kingdom when there was a com- 
plete responsible government run in this country? In England in 1835 you had 4.6 
per cent.; in Ireland you had 1.2 per cent.; in Scotland, 3.2 per cent. In 1871, 
England, 9 per cent.; Ireland, 4.2 per cent.; Scotland, 7.6 per cent. In 1881. 
England, 9.7 per cent.; Ireland, 4.4 per cent.; and Scotland, 8.4 per cent. In 1889 
you had 15.8 per cent. in England, 16.6 per cent in Ireland, and 14.2 per cent in 
Scotland. We do not stop at England, but we go further. What do you find in other 
countries in Europe? You find, first of all in Sweden, there was 1 per cent of the 
population that got into the electorate; in France 26.6 per cent.; the Chamber of 
Deputies in Italy was elected by 2\/ per cent of the population till the franchise was 
broadened in 1832; and you find as late as 1888 only 17.6 per cent of the population 
in the United States of America took part in electing the most complete responsible 
Government in the world. Therefore, my Lord, it is no argument that you will not 
be able to get more than 10 per cent. — if you wish to lower the franchise, if the 
Southborough committee had not put such a high qualification, you certainly would 
get at last 10 per cent. of the population in the electorate. But are we asking for 
responsible government today, although we have 10 per cent of the population that 
can get into the electorate? We are not. What do you find in Canada? In Canada 
people had no municipal franchise even, they had no municipal experience when 
complete responsible government was established in Canada (see Lord Durham’s 
Report). Therefore, I say this argument that we have not got an electorate is 
without justification. There is no warrant for it. 

Then the next argument is that the politically minded people cannot be 
trusted. On that point I do not wish to say anything more than this. You have only 
got to look at the past record of the Congress, of the Moslem League and other 
political bodies. I do not want to go into the details of it, but we have urged in 
season and out of season upon the Government measures purely intended for the 
welfare of the people. I say it is really a libel on the educated people to say that they 
will form an oligarchy, and they will think of their own interests and neglect the in- 
terests of their own people. Apart from any other consideration, politically minded 
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people in India know perfectly well that if they neglect the interests of the masses 
— we have got enough experience of the world before us to know perfectly well (we 
all learn by experience of other countries, and India has got that advantage, at any 
rate), that apart from any other considerations, if we neglect the interests of the 
masses we shall never make any real advance; the country will remain in a back- 
ward state, and we shall never make a real advance. Therefore, in our own interests 
we are convinced that apart from our strong feelings or strong sympathies of kin- 
ship and relationship, and that they are our countrymen, apart from all those con- 
siderations, even putting it on the bare ground of the interests of the nation, they 
will be impelled to raise the masses to a higher level. | 

Then the next argument was that the representatives of the people will 
create deadlocks and obstruction. I can tell you this that I have had the privilege of 
being in the Imperial Legislative Council for many years, from the very beginning of 
the Council when it came into existence after the Morley-Minto Reforms. The rep- 
resentatives, whenever they have been put to the test by the Government at a criti- 
cal moment, sometimes even when they were unwilling, sometimes even when they 
did not see eye with the Government, have accepted the position as put by the 
Government before them, and voted with the Government. I will give only one in- 
stance. There are many other instances, but I will only give one, and Lord Sinha was 
an eye-witness to that because then he happened to be a member of the Viceroy’s | 
Executive Council. Soon after the Morley-Minto Councils came into existence, the 
Government of India decided to introduce a measure which was most repugnant to 
any man who loves freedom and liberty, namely, the Press Act. What happened? 
Unwilling as we were, as I say, revolting as that measure seemed to us on first prin- 
ciples, the Government of India gave us certain information and pressed us. They 
said it was essential for the carrying on of the Government, and that we should vote 
for it. What happened? Every non-official member gave his assent to that Bill ex- 
cept two. I have regretted since then that I gave my assent, because it is not proper- 
ly administered: but there it is, one very strong instance indeed. There are many 
other instances that I can give, if you want to go into detail, where the repre- 
sentatives have co-operated with the Government and done their level best to see 
that no difficulties are put if possible. There are many other minor points raised 
about religious differences and so on. I can only say that they are highly exag- 
gerated. Therefore I confess that I cannot see any reason whatsoever why a begin- 
ning should not be made in the Central Government. 

Now what is the position of the Central Government as it is proposed in 
the Bill? The position of the Central Government is this. You are leaving the 
Central Government in practically the same position in which it is at present. You 
will find this in the Joint Report, paragraph 217, page 178. After discussing various 
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matters, this is what it says? “If on the other hand we delayed this step until the 
training period was over, we should have encouraged elected members of Council 
in the habits of irresponsible criticism, which has been the bane of the Morley- 
Minto Councils, and from which it is our aim to escape.” Those observations are 
with regard to the Provincial Government. There the authors of the Report say: We 
want to introduce responsible government in the Provinces. Why? Because we 
want to escape from what is considered the bane of the Morley- Minto Reforms. 
And what is that bane? Irresponsible criticism. Now what are you doing in the 
Central Government? You are doing exactly what the Morley-Minto Reforms did, 
because you are leaving the Central Government in practically the same position. 
What will happen? In the Central Government the Executive can run through any 
measure they like. The representatives of the people will come from all parts of 
India, I take it, and I hope that they will be the last men that India can produce. 
You call them there to the Sessions of your Central Legislative Assembly. What will 
they do? They will be irresponsible critics. They will harden into a permanent op- 


position, and J know that in some cases at present some elected members take this. 


view. They say, “Our vote does not count, and therefore whenever any resolution 
has to be supported we have no responsibility,” and therefore in voting upon a 
resolution they naturally say, “Let us vote for it.” Then, if this is going to be the 


‘state in the Central Government, which must necessarily be the power that will lay 


down all the master policies concerning India, which will controi the best part of 


the finance of India, surely this is a position which the Committee ought to very - 


carefully consider whether you are going to leave the Central Government in this 
position. 

I am aware of the recommendation of the Crewe Committee. The Crewe 
Committee has made a recommendation which if embodied in the Bill will make 
some difference. As I understand the recommendation of the Crewe Committee, it 
comes to this: At present the Executive Government can do what they like by 
means of a certificate of the Governor-General. 

3629. You mean in the Bill? — Yes; I am talking of legislation now. Now 
only can they do what they like with regard to the affirmative legislation, but even if 
a Bill is brought by a private member into the Legislative Assembly it can be taken 
to the Council of State on a certificate, modified, mutilated, ruined, and passed in 
the Council of State without its ever coming back to the Assembly. So not only can 
be Government pass through any measure they like, but even in the case of a 
measure brought up by a private member, which is subject to a veto. The Governor- 
General in Council may not like to exercise his veto in rejecting it, he can mutilate 
that Bill by a certificate and have it passed in the Council of State as he likes. That 
is the present position. But I say I am aware of the recommendation of the Crewe 
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Committee. The Crewe Committee lay down this, that a certificate of the Gover- 
nor-General can only be exercised by the previous sanction df the Secretary of ~ 
State for India, and that the previous sanction of the Secretary of State for India 
should be given if he is satisfied that it is necessary in the interests of good govern- 
ment, peace, tranquillity, and safety and so on. The Bill itself says that the Gover- 
nor-General can use his certificate in the-interests of British India. I do not know 
what that means. “The interests of British India” is a very wide term; it might mean 
anything. But the Crewe Committee go a little further, and restrict that in different 
language. To that extent it does, no doubt, seem to put a check on the certificate of 
the Governor-General in Council. But what will the Secretary of State for India do? 
The Government of India, who are on the spot, will tell the Secretary of State for 
India that it is absolutely essential that this measure must be passed, and we want to 


" certify it. What will the Secretary of State for India do sitting here in Whitehall? Is 


he going to overrule the Government of India in a matter of that kind? Well, it will 

be a very, very strong Secretary of State for India who will say “I will take the 

responsibility and overrule you.” That is the proposal of the Crewe Committee. 
Then I am also aware of the other recommendation, namely, that the 


- Government of India and the Legislature, if they agree with regard to any matter, 


the Budget or otherwise administrative, then, the Secretary of State: for India 
should not withhold his consent, unless again, on the same formula, that it is likely 
to endanger the peace, tranquillity, and good government and so on. It comes to 
this really, therefore, that if the Government of India and Legislature agree, then 
we may be able to get on with some measure; otherwise we cannot possibly get on 
with any measure. Therefore, to put it again in one sentence, the question is this: Is . 
the will of the Executive to prevail in every single matter, or is there or is there not 
any single matter in the Central Government where the will of the representatives 
of the people should prevail? That js the question. We say, and we lay very great 
stress upon this, that if you want the Central Government not to consist of irrespon- 
sible critics, but men who come there with a constructive programme —. 

3630. You do not mean the Central Government; you mean the Legislative 
Assembly — Yes, men who come there with constructive programmes, men who 
come there armed with responsibility, certain obligations placed upon them, who 
realise the value of their vote, that their vote means a very serious matter one way 
or the other, then I say, and this is our demand, you must have division of functions 
in the Central Government. 

Let us test this. Supposing you have a division of functions in the Central 
Government. I do not want to repeat those subjects, but we have all along, in fair- 
ness to all the representative bodies, I say it, admitted that there are certain matters 
which are essential matters and with regard to which the will of the Government of 
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India must prevail. Now what will happen? If you have a division of functions what 
is the position? The position is this: You have got the Legislative Assembly and you 
have the Council of State. In the first instance, every Bill must be placed before the 
Legislative Assembly. If the Government are not satisfied with the passage of that 
Bill or measure it can be taken to the Council of State. In the Council of State the 
Government have a majority, and therefore that Bill can be rejected by the Council 
of State. In case of difference between the two you propose Joint Sessions. I accept 
that. I am not opposed to that. In the Joint Sessions, what is the position? In the 
first instance, you are leaving to the Joint Sessions what I call non-reserved sub- 
jects. Reserved subjects are set apart. The Government of India are supreme. They 
can run through any Bill they like with regard to these matters. It is only with regard 
to transferred subjects that the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State will 
meet in Joint Session. Now in the Joint Sessions, what is the position? Is it so 
dangerous? Will it upset the Government altogether? If you just look at the figures, 
what do you find? You find the figures are these: You have 73 officials and 
nominated members. I am talking of the Joint Sessions now, when you get both 
bodies together. You have got against that 103 elected. Out of 103 elected, you find, 
in my opinion, without any disrespect to anybody, you have really 75 elected men at 
the most. The others represent special interests, like landholders, European com- 
munities, and commerce. So really, even taking them as elected members (though 
their interests are really very different) they will more or less be the balancing ele- 
ment between the two if there is any friction at all — I mean the landholders and 
special interests, the European community and commerce. But even taking them 
along with the elected members, and assuming that they are people who will create 
deadlocks, who will obstruct government, and go out of their way to do it, even then 
you have 103 against 73. Now, the Government have only got to convince 30 men 
out of those 103 to defeat any measure which the representatives of the people want 
in the Joint Session. I put the Europeans and the land-holders and the whole lot 
together along with the elected members, which I call properly elected, but even 
then the Government only wants 30 to defeat any measure in the Joint Sessions. I 
ask this Committee is that such dangerous introduction of the element of respon- 
sibility in the Central Government? I do not know exactly the sentence the Prime 
Minister used only the other day, but he said that “you are going to approach In- 
dian questions not with timidity and prejudice.” I, therefore, use those very words 
and ask this Committee not to deal with Indian questions with timidity and 
prejudice. I say there is absolutely no case made out, so far as I have been able to 
gather, why there should not be a division of functions. I want to put another alter- 
native, and that is this. As we have said, in any case the certificate of the Governor- 
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General must be limited to specified subjects. That is what I have to say with regard 
to the Central Government. 

The next thing that I wish to draw your Lordship’s attention to is with 
regard to the Provincial Governments. 

3631. If I might interrupt here for a moment, you have made, if I may say 
so, a very interesting statement about the Central Government, and I think you may 
fairly claim not to have merely repeated what others have said before you; but in 
the evidence we have received, the case of the Provincial Governments has been ex- 
traordinary closely thrashed out, and you will be helping us very much if you merely 
signify your assent to the propositions which have already been put forward, so far 
as you can, without repeating the argument? I have been following the evidence 
before this Committee with very great attention, and I have no desire to repeat any- 
thing that has been said. I only want to place before you the point of view which I 
consider is the point of view of India. Whether I am right in interpreting that or not 
is matter, but I feel this is the point of view of India. With regard to the Provinces, I 
am only going to say this. I cannot possibly go into everything and say I assent to 
this or dissent to this. My answers are there, and we have pointed out certain 
modifications which we want. But I want to put the general case with regard to the 
Provinces and the general case with regard to the Provinces is this. The Joint 
Report, in the first instance, lays down a certain cardinal principle on transferred 
and reserved subjects. I attack that. I say that again is based, if I may say so, on that 
which the Prime Minister wants to avoid, on timidity and prejudice. Now why do I 
say that? What do you find? Will you turn to the Joint Report? All the same argu- 
ments are advanced with regard to the Provinces which I have already mentioned 
with regard to the Central Government, and it lays down this at paragraph 238, 
page 194. It contemplates the Southborough Committee, and this is what they say: 
“Their guiding principle should be to include in the transferred list those Depart- 
ments which afford most opportunity for local knowledge and social service, those 
in which Indians have shown themselves to be keenly interested, those in which mis- 
takes may occur, though serious, would not be irremediable, and those which stand 
most in need of development. In pursuance of this principle we should not expect 
to find that departments primarily concerned with the maintenance of law and 
order were transferred.” Therefore the Report takes it for granted that law and 
order cannot be trusted to the representatives at all; they are not fit for it. “Nor 
should we expect the transfer of matters which vitally affect the well-being of the 
masses, who may not be adequately represented in the new Councils, such, for ex- 
ample, as questions of land revenue or tenant rights.” There is the same current of 
thought running underneath this, that the people are really not fit, and that the 
masses will not be taken care of. But, as I said before, we are not setting up a 
Washington Constitution. We are leaving immense powers, and we are all willing 
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that immense powers should be left in the hands of the Central Government.’ We 
are talking of Provinces, and, to begin with, you lay down — you take it for granted 
— first, that no Province is fit for managing law and order; and the second principle 
is that the interests of the masses must be looked after. Who is looking after the in- 
terests of the masses now? I do not want to take up, unnecessarily, the time of the 
Committee, but you will find in the Home Rule League Memorandum to which I 
have referred that we have dealt with this question of revenue; and I submit there is 
no answer to it, so far as Bombay is concerned, at any rate. You find it on page 107 
of the Government of India Despatch of the Sth March. I do not want to repeat 
that. It is before the Committee, and I say there is no answer, as far as Bombay is 
concerned. And, what is more, you find the Bombay Government, who ought to 
know something — men like Mr. Curtis, who has been in the service for a quarter 
of a century, ought to know something about it — the Bombay Government only 
wanted to reserve peace, order, law and justice, political, major ports and Imperial 
Services; but the hands of the Feetham Committe were tied down because the 
Report lays down that we would not expect those to be transferred. Reading the 
evidence of Mr. Feetham, of course, he has tried to explain that; but I feel certain 
that they were embarrassed because the Report lays down this. But I say, never 
mind what Mr. Feetham says, or anybody else; let us take the question on its merits, 
as it stands. Is there any reason when we see the steps that have been taken in Bom- 
bay with regard to the Land Revenue administration and policy, and the part which 
non-official members, which the little power they possess, hardly any power, have 
played? When the Government wanted to pass a measure ‘in Bombay with regard to 
land revenue administration other members opposed it, and they were so strongly 
opposed to it that, as a protest, they left the Council Chamber, and Sir Claud Hill 
admitted — I think I am speaking correctly — that he has since inquired into it, and 
it has been a failure, and that the non-official members were right, Therefore I say 
there is absolutely no reason why you should transfer, as the Southborough Commit- 

tee has done, only certain subjects. The whole protest has been this: The Local 
Government says one thing, the witnesses say one thing, the political organisations 
say another, and so on, and the Feetham Committee says: “All right, we will trans- 
fer so much.” Surely that is not a process which will commend itself to this Commit- 
tee. You have room to consider this. Are you really going to take a substantial step, 

or are you not going to take a substantial step? I say that really in the Provinces it is 

not a substantial step. Although the views of the Moslem League are that all the 

subjects should be transferred, and I personally feel that some of the Provinces are 

quite competent to manage if all the subjects were transferred, yet, as we have said 
in our answer, we are also met with this argument, that you have the announcement 

of His Majesty’s Government, which says: “progressive realisation of responsible 
government”. If you have got to keep within the four corners of that announcement, 
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{ am prepared to say this: Reserve police and justice and order, and transfer all the 
subjects, at any rate in all the major Provinces. I strongly object to all the Provinces 
being treated alike. That seems to be wrong on the face of it. “You have got Provin- 
ces” which are admittedly backward. They have never had even a Governor in 
Council. With slight exceptions or variations, with which I am aware, generally or 
mainly, I understand that they stand in the same position with regard to the trans- 
ferred and reserved subjects. That is all I have to say with regard to the reserved 
and transferred subjects. 

There is one more point, and that I want to emphasise. It has been urged 
on behalf of the Government of India that theré should be a separate purse. I think 
all the fears of the Government of India, which were portrayed so beautifully by Sir 
James Meston, with which I do not agree, will, at any rate, substantially, if not al- 


‘together, disappear if you transfer all the subjects. except police, law and order. 


Then you have only one reserved subject, and there will be less trouble. Although I 
do not agree with Sir James Meston at all — I am entirely opposed to the separate 
purse proposal — I say you get rid of even that unfounded fear. That is all that I 
have to say with regard to the transferred subjects. 

There is one thing that I want to bring to your notice, and that is this. In 
the Montagu-Chelmsford- Report it is admitted that a great deal of delay has been 
caused in handling the Indian problem, and hence the difficulties are greater, be- 
cause they say that if earlier steps had been taken the difficulties would not have 
been so great. Now, the same argument will apply with more force and with more 
emphasis, in regard to the Indian problems of reform, to the future than to the 
present, for this reason. We want these reforms to be a success. Whatever may be 
the differences of opinion at present between the Civil Service and the popular 
bodies — there is a great deal of contest, a great deal of opposition, and a great 
deal of difference of opinion between the two — but our earnest desire is to make 
these reforms a success, and you cannot make these reforms a success by getting 
half a dozen men, or even more, however able they may be to agree with you. They 
may agree with you for some reason or the other, and I think there is this feeling, 
and I want to put it frankly before the Committee, that if we did not support Mr. 
Montagu in his proposals there is a chance of this Bill being shelved. No doubt 
some people are weighed down by that fear, and therefore they say: “Well, beggars 
cannot be chosers; let us, at any rate, get what Mr. Montagu is offering, otherwise 
we will lose it.” Well, it is a very sensible policy — I do not say it is not — from one 
point of view; but these reforms have got to be worked and we want to make these 
reforms a success. In order to make these reforms a success, your Lordships’ Com- 
mittee must think of this, that you have a large body of educated men outside who 
are not before you except in a way through their representatives. And what is the 
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picture in India to-day? Everybody, of course, agrees that Mr. Montagu is propos- 
ing reforms which are very valuable. I do not think there is any school of men which 
does not appreciate that, but what we feel is this, that it is not enough. We want the 
reforms to yield the best results, and who is going to work these reforms? It is the 
young men who have to take the burden, and if you cannot satisfy them — and I say 
their demands are not exorbitant — you will leave that feeling of dissatisfaction and 
of discontent, and the result will be that within a few years we shall get into more 
arrears than we have already. If I may say so, in a way it might be something like the 
Irish problem: the more you delay the worse it gets. 

That is the short statement which I wish to place before you, and if there 

are any questions that anybody wants to ask me I will answer then. 

That is the short statement which I wish to place before you, and if there 
are any questions that anybody wants to ask me I will answer then. 

3632. Does Mr. Hasan wish to supplement that by any short statement? — 

(Mr. Hasan) Yes, my Lord. I have signed the answers given by the All-India Mos- 
lem League Deputation to the questions put by the Joint Select Committee, and I 
am in general agreement with the evidence given by the spokesman of the deputa- 
lions, Mr. M.A. Jinnah. I wish to make, with your Lordships’ permission, a few ob- 
servations On some important points raised in the Government of India Bill. This I 
would do from the point of views of an Indian merchant. I am a merchant in 
Madras handling one of the principal articles of industry in the southern Presidency 
— 1.¢., skins and hides. I am an executive member of the Southern India Chamber 
of Commerce, which has, by a resolution passed on the 7th May, 1919, appointed 
me its delegate. The resolution runs as follows:— “Resolved that the Honourable 
Mr. Yakub Hasan be requested to represent the Chamber during his stay in 
England before the British authorities and public and commercial bodies of Graat 
Britain, and to support the views of this Chamber of all matters that may come up 
for consideration and discussion in that country in respect of Indian commercial 
and industrial interests in relation to Indian constitutional reforms.” 

The letter communicating to me this resolution is signed by Diwan 
Bahadur P. Theagaroya Chetti, President of the Chamber. He is the co-leader with 
the late Dr. Nair of the famous non-Brahmin movement of Madras. He is my col- 
league on the municipal corporation of Madras, which has recently elected him to 
the Madras Legislative Council to a seat vacated by a Brahmin, I mention this to 
show that the Southern India Chamber of commerce is manned and officered by 
men of all shades of political opinion whose differences on other platforms have 
not stood in the way of their union and co-operation in the field of commerce and 
industry. Though I hold no office in the Chamber, I was appointed its spokesman to 
give evidence before the Southborough Committee. | 
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I am also a member of the Madras Legislative Council elected by one of the 
two Moslem electorates of the Madras Presidency. Lord Pentland’s Government, for 
reasons best known to themselves, refused to extend the term of the Council for one 
year, as has been done in other Provinces and for the Imperial Council. Fresh elections 
took place last month, and my constituency has returned me to the Council in my ab- 
sence in the teeth of keen competition by a candidate whois the secretary of the rival as- 
sociation called Islamiah League, which came into existence at the time of the visit of 
the Secretary of State and the Viceroy in connection with the Reforms Scheme. Under 
bureaucratic influence division was created in Madras not only between non-Brahmins 
and Brahmins, but also among Musselmans and between Europeans and Indians. The 
Government of Madras, in the administration report for the year 1917-18, wrote exul- 
tantly that the Moslem League was breaking up fast, and a section of Moulvis and 
others have dissociated themselves from the political leaders of the community that 
were running the Moslem League, and so on. (Iam only quoting from memory). The re- 
election of myself is a proof, if proof was wanted, that the secretary of the Madras 
Presidency Moslem League, which is affiliated to the All-India Moslem League, has 
the confidence of the Musselmans of the City and the Presidency of Madras, and that 
the League continues to be the sole representative exponent of Moslem opinion, not- 
withstanding the representations of the bureaucracy tothe contrary. 

I may also mention that the other Moslem member of the Council is also a 
merchant. It is significant that, whereas mostly lawyers and journalists are returned 
by groups of municipalities that under the present system form the general 
elelctorates, merchants are returned in Madras by the Moslem electorates. This is 
due principally to the fact that payment of Income Tax being the principal 
qualification of the Moslem voters, merchants predominate in these electorates. | 
feel sure that when general electorates are constituted on the bias proposed by the 
Southborough Committee consisting of vast numbers of urban and rural popula- 
tion, all classes of people will have a fair chance of returning their own class-men to 
the council This chance would have become a certainty if my suggestion of plural 
constituencies and proportional representation system of voting was adopted by the 
Committee. In the Memorandum IJ submitted to the Franchise Committe on my 
own behalf, I said that there need be no class electorates even for merchants and 
land-holders because plural general constituencies would allow the return of mem- 
bers representing all classes, and that popular representatives would look after 

class interests as well as the representatives of those classes themselves. But as 
separate and excessive representation of European merchants and planters on the 
Councils was being demanded, and was most likely to be granted, I urged that In- 
dian Commerce should have adequate representation. The Franchise Committee 
has provided for the representation of Commerce, Trade and Industries in various 
Provinces as shown in the Table, which I hand in: — 
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Europeans Indians 


Com- Trade Plant- Mining Total Com- 


merce ing merce 


Madras 2 1 1 — 4 2 
Bombay , 1 ~ 4 4 
Bengal d 2 4 2° 12 3 
United Provinces 3 -- — — 3 — 
Punjab 2 mo — — 2 — 
Bihar and Orissa — _ 1 2 5 ~ 
Central Provinces 1 _ — 1 2 — 
Assam 1 — 9 — 6 - 


*Including one for Inland Water Transport Board. 


The following representation of Commerce is provided on the Indian 
Legislative Council: — 


Europeans Indians 





Madras 1 1 
Bombay 1 z 
Bengal 2. 1 
United Provinces 1 - 
Assam 1 = 





Total 6 4 


_.Practically, strong communal representation is secured for the European 
community in India by means of these and other European elected and nominated 
seats. I do not grudge the Europeans these seats, in fact I advocated in my 
Memorandum that some representation should be given to the European com- 
munity. There has been a good deal of racial controversy, which has created much 
bad blood among official and non-official Europeans on one side, and Indians on 


the other. Unfortunately, it was Madras where the controversy began. The Anglo-. 


Indian Press started it, and the editor of the “Madras-Mail,” who can be said to be 
the originator of the movement, has carried the poison to a wider circle by becom- 
ing the Secretary of the European Association. Indian and European merchants 
were till very recently on very good and friendly terms with one another. The con- 
trol of skins and hides by the Government for war purposes produced, rightly or 
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wrongly, the impression in the minds of the Indian merchants that officials were 
showing partiality to Europeans. When embargo was laid on the export of tanned 
skins and tanning of skins was prohibited, the Indian merchants who held large 
stocks of tanned skins moved the Government for permission to ship the goods. 
European merchants who had no stock petitioned Government to the contrary. A 
deputation of leather merchants, of which I was a member, waited upon the Presi- 
dent of the Munitions Board at Delhi, and there was again a Conference held at 
Madras to consider the same subject. Europeans and Indians were divided into two 
hostile groups at this Conference. Europeans, however, soon realised that Indian 
merchants are no longer their dupes. They are wide awake now, and can organise 
themselves efficiently whenever occasion demanded it. I believe Indian merchants 
have risen in the estimation of the European merchants on account of the bold 
stand they made for their rights, and I am glad to say that cordial relations have 


- again been restored between the two sections of the meréantile community. The 


European Chamber does not now ignore the Indian Chamber and the Skin and 
Hides Merchants’ Association, but on the other hand these bodies are constantly 
meeting to confer on subjects in which both are equally interested. In the legislative 
Council I have often joined my European commerciai colleague, and he has often 
sided with me in resolutions of commercial interest. I have no misgivings therefore 
about the part the European community has to play in the reconstruction of Indian 
polity. 

As long as Indian reforms were only problematical, and, according to 
Lord Pentland, far remote from practical politics. European merchants and 
European officials did their best to resist their introduction. But once the present 
bill is passed and full responsible government become the goal within measurable 
distance of realisation, European merchants and European officials will, I am sure, 
reconcile themselves to the inevitable, and would rather cooperate than obstruct in 
the working of the reforms. _— 

. European merchants have no reason to be afraid that their interests will in 
any way suffer by the transfer of government from bureaucracy to the popular mini- 
sters. Racial disabilities will never be imposed upon Europeans in India in the mat- 
ter of trade and industry, as they are imposed in South Africa upon Indian Settlers. 
Europeans are enterprising, more capable and better organised than Indians, and 
they command more capital, banking facilities and trained services, which have 
placed them in a position of advantage as compared with Indians. Besides, they 
have had a long start, and Indians are only now seriously realising their own posi- 
tion. We do not want any restrictions to be placed in the way of European trade 
and commerce. All that we want is that the handicap that Indians are suffering 
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under now be removed. Europeans surely have too much belief in their own 
capacity and shrewdness to be afraid of Indian competition on equal footing. 

Before I leave the Franchise Committee, I wish to state that communities 
are formed in India or, for the matter of that, in any Asiatic country, on religious 
and not on racial basis. The Indian nation consists mainly of two peoples — the 
Hindoos and the Mussalmans. I want each of these two component parts of the In- 
dian nationhood to remain intact without being subdivided. The new constitution 
should help in demolishing the castes, and not making the demarcating lines per- 
manently rigid. I therefore mentioned in my Memorandum that the only other com- 
munity that can rightly claim separate representation on religious basis was Indian 
Christians, and I advocated that wherever they form a good proportion of the 
population they may be given separate electorates. I am therefore glad that three 
elective seats have been allotted to the Indian Christians in my Presidency of 
Madras, and that one Indian Christian will be nominated to a seat in other Provin- 
ces except the Central Provinces. 

With regard to diarchy, I accept the principle of diarchy, but not for the 
reasons which underlie the Joint Report or the recommendations of the Govern- 
ment of India. I am fully convinced that Indians are quite fit to-day to have com- 
plete responsible government in the Provinces as well as in the Centre. I do not also 
recognise the need of prolonged training and tutelage. The Indian National Con- 
gress and the Moslem League asked for an authoritive declaration of policy in 
respect of India’s future government, and the Cabinet was pleased to give a pledge 
in the form of a Parliamentary announcement that there shall be “gradual realiza- 
tion” of responsible government in India by “successive stages” Of all the schemes 
put forward to attain this object that of the Montague-Chellmsford Report ap- 
peared to me to be the best, and I welcomed it at once. I have seen no reason since 
to change my opinion. I accept the principle of gradual transfer of responsibility 
simply because it gives the services in India an opportunity to readjust themselves 
gradually to the changing conditions and to the bureaucracy, gradually to relax its 
hold and retire with good grace and dignity. 

As regards the division of functions in the Provinces, I would have a via 
media between the two extremes — the demand of the Congress League and the 
proposals of the Government of India. The former, according to the resolutions of 
their special Bombay sessions, would leave nothing to the Executive Government, 
beyond law, justice and police, while the latter would give as little to the Ministers 
as possible. I would have the Departments equally distributed amongst the two 
ministers and two members of the Executive Council. The list of transferred sub- 
jects in the Functions Committee’s Report appears to be quite formidable_on. 
paper; but if the two sets are weighed in the balance in respect of revenue and ex- 
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penditure, the division between the two halves of the Government assume a ratio, 
according to Sir James Meston, between one-fifth and one-third and four-fifths and 
two-thirds respectively. This division is very unfair. 

There are some Departments that should be transferred from the very 
beginning — for example, education and industry. Personally, I do not see why law, 
justice and police, of all Departments, should be reserved; but since much impor- 
tance is attached to these in the Joint Report, and some Departments are to remain 
reserved in the literal fulfilment of the pledge of August 20th, these Departments 
may as well remain reserved. 

I am glad that item 27 on the Provincial subject list, 1.e., development of in- 
dustries, including industrial research and technical education, is to be transferred. 
I urge that item 25, i.e., industrial matters included under the following heads: (a) 
Factories, (b) Settlement of labour disputes, (c) Electricity, (d) Boilers, (e) Gas, (f) 
Smoke nuisances, and (g) Welfare of labour, including provident funds, industrial 
insurance (general, health and accident), and housing should also be transferred. 
Both are kindred subjects, and form one portfolio, and should not be divided. 

Item 5: Public works, including (a) roads, bridges and ferries, (b) tramways 
and (c) light and feeder railways is transferred and I do not see why items 29 — In- 
land waterways including shipping and navigation — should not be transferred at 
the same time. 

I urge that provision should be made in the Bill for the transfer of some 
more subjects at the end of the first five years, as laid down in the Joint Report. The 
transfer should not be of only one or two‘subjects by way of concession to the 
public demand, but half the reserved subjects in charge of one of the two members 
of the Executive Council should be transferred at the second stop whenever that 
step is resolved upon to take in the different provinces. It will mean that the Indian 
member of the Executive Council will cease to exist, and one more minister will be 
created to take over the portfolios of the departing member. 

With regard to Central Government, by merely transferring a few subjects 
in the Provinces to the control of a minister or ministers, it cannot be claimed that 
“substantial steps” in the direction of “the progressive realization of responsible 
government in India, as an integral part of the British Empire,” have been taken. It 
is more important to have a measure of responsibility introduced in the Govern- 
ment of India than even having fully responsible governments in the provinces. It is 
the Central Government that would give the tone and character to the Provincial 
Governments. It is no use dislodging bureaucracy partially in the Provinces if it 
continues to hold its own in the Central Government. If beginning of responsibility 
is to be made only in one or the other, and not simultaneously in both, I would 
rather have the reform introduced in the Central than in the Provincial Govern- 
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ments. The status of India among the members of the British Empire, of which it 
remains an integral part, will not improve until India as a whole has at least a par- 
tially responsible government. It is esséntial to maintain the new status that she has 
attained in the eyes of the world by her 3war efforts. It will hurt her self-respect if 
no beginning is made in this direction. “Such hybrid arrangements for which prece- 
dents are wanting— nay, they are even welcomed in the Provinces — for they are 
designed to lead automatically to fully responsible governments. But if the experi- 
ment is not to be tried in the Central Government, what guarantee can there be that 
the Central Government will not remain unreformed for an indefinite period, and 
that even the Provincial Government may not, on some pretext or other (for in- 
stance, on account of violent agitation for the reform of the Central Government), 
go back to the old system. Those who welcomed the Joint Reports did so in the 
_ hope that they would be able to make the British Parliament realise the illogicality 
and inconsistency of the step if what has been decided upon in the cases of the 
Provinces is not equally conceded in the centre in strict adherence to the principles 
laid down in the announcement of August 20th, 1917. It was a great disappointment 
to them that the united voice of India was not taken into account in this respect in 
drafting this Bill. If even the evidence given before this committee by the various 
deputations, unanimous as it is on this point, fail to move the Committee to amend 
the Bill in the suggested direction, it will cause very great disappointment in India, 
and the leaders of the community whose acquiescence in the Montagu-Chelmsford 
proposals as regards Provinces have already cost them their position in the com- 
munity will lose their influence altogether. A reaction is bound to be created in 
their feelings and they are sure to be as emphatic in their agitation for further 
reforms as any member of the most extreme school. 

The mercantile community particularly desire and element of respon- 
sibility to be introduced in the Central Government, for the following reasons: — 
(1) The Industrial Commission has recommended that the Government of India 
‘should in future pay more attention to the industrial development of the country, 
that there should be an Imperial Department of Industries in charge of a member 
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, who should be assisted by a board to be called 
the Indian Industries Board, consisting of three members with separate charges. (2) 
In the list of the All-India subjects are included (18) commerce, including hanking 
and insurance; (19) trading companies and other associations. (3) The Government 
of India will have the power to supervise the administration of transferred subjects 
in the provinces, including the subject of industries. (4) The ruthless destruction 
that Indian industries have suffered at the hands of the East India Company and 
the British Parliament and their agents in India does not entitle the Parliament to 
control this subject any longer. As a transferred subject in the Provinces, the Mini- 
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ster in charge of it will be responsible to the electorate. It is not reasonable that the 
member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council in charge of the same subject should be 
responsible to Parliament. (5) Fiscal matters, for autonomy in which there is per- 
sistent and unanimous demand, should also be in charge of a Minister responsible 
to the peoples of India. There can be no autonomy if he is responsible to the Parlia- 
ment through the Secretary of State. 

As in future the Legislative Councils will have more merchants, in- 
dustrialists and agriculturists than lawyers and journalists, Ministers could be 
recruited from all classes of people, and we hope to see commercial and industrial 
protfolios in the hands of merchants. I may mention that the Honourable Sir 
Ibrahim Rahmetullah, member of the Bombay Executive Council, is a merchant, 
and I believe he has already in his short term of office given a good account of what 
a merchant is capable of. 

As to fiscal autonomy, I lay special stress on the grant of fiscal inde- 
pendence to India. Without it the industrial development of India is altogether im- 
possible. It is also necessary in the combined interest of the British Empire, that 
each component part of it should have the power to develop its resources to the 
best advantage without outside interference. England cannot supply India certain 
manufactured goods at certain prices, and if German goods are shut out by artificial 
or accidental means — by war, for example — their place is taken, not by British 
goods, but by Japanese goods. Everything that Japan manufacture mostly from 
the raw materials supplied by India, India can manufacture if the Government of 
India is not restrained from affording encouragement for fear of British voters. At 
present India is also placed at a great disadvantage in its commercial dealings with 
the British Dominions. For example, England buys tanned skins and hides from 
India, but Australia has shut them out by a tariff of 15 per cent. On the other hand, 
Australfa imports raw skins, freely from India, for her own product is not sufficient 
for her requirements. 

I may also mention that in the agitation against the imposition and for the 
removal of excise duty on cotton as a protective measure for Lancashire industry, 
the most emphatic protest was from several Englishmen in India interested in the 
cotton industry of India. 

With regard to the home administration of Indian affairs, we strongly urge 
the abolition of the India Council. We endorse the recommendation that there 
should be a High Commissioner in London, through whom the Government of 
India should arrange to purchase such stores as they think necessary to purchase in 
the United Kingdom. 

In conclusion, I may be allowed to observe that the smooth working and 
success of the reforms will not be possible unless and until the confidence of the 
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vast Mussulman populations in British fairplay and justice is restored. This can only 


be done by carrying out in full the Prime Minister’s pledge in respect of the in- 
tegrity of Turkey, as given by him in January, 1918. 


Mr. Montagu 


3633. How long have you been in public life, Mr. Jinnah? — (Mr. Jinnah) 
Since I was twenty-one. 

3634. Have you ever known any proposal come from any Government 
which met with your approval? — Oh, yes. 

3635. Can you mention it to me? The other day I supported the 
Government’s Taxation Bill about the income-tax under the Imperial Council. 

3636. You must have felt very uncomfortable? — No; I have supported the 
Government on various occasions. 

3637. This Bill which is now before us, you realise, purported to be nothing 
more — with very trifling amendments — than a Bill to carry out the parts of the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report that had to be translated into a piece of legislation. 
You, realise that? — I do, much to my regret. 

3638. I am not asking your opinion. I mean you realise that that is so? — 
Yes. 

3639. And you realise that the reason that that procedure was adopted was 
that this Committee should decide how much further to go, or how much less to do, 
after it had heard evidence that was put before it? — I do not agree with you there. 
I think it was the business His Majesty’s Government — 

3640. That is not the point, if you will forgive my saying so. You may feel an 
objection to the procedure of His Majesty's Government? — No, I do not; not to 
the procedure. 

3641. I say you may? — I do not. 

3642. If you will allow me to finish, I say that you may feel an objection. I 
am merely asking you whether you were aware of the policy which was adopted by 
His Majesty's Government? — I am quite aware of that. 

3643. Now you base your description of this Bill as inspired by timidity and 
prejudice mainly on the powers given to the Government of India and the Provin- 
cial Governments? — Yes. 

3644. Those two things? — Yes. 

3645. First of all, we will begin with the Provincial Governments. Were the 
proposals of the Congress and the Moslem League inspired by timidity and 


prejudice? — No; they were inspired by the conditions that existed in India, With 





the best materials that were before us. 
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3646. They were bold, far-reaching, Statesmanlike proposals? — I do not 
know about “bold”. 

3647. Well, they were not timid? — That is what we thought was the right 
thing to do. 

3648. Yes, but you would contrast them with these proposals, which are 
timid, would you not? — I do not follow. The Congress and the Moslem League 
produced the scheme after investigating the conditions in India. 

3649. You describe this scheme, in so far as it relates to the Provinces, as 
being prejudiced and timed? — Yes, I do. 

3650. And your opinion is very valuable for that reason. Now I want to 
compare that with something else. Supposing I compare it with the Congress and 
the Moslem League scheme, am I taking a good criterion or would you say they 
were timid? — No; you are comparing chalk with cheese. 

3651. When the Viceroy and I toured India, am I right in thinking that you 
appeared before us in a deputation advocating the Congress and the Moslem 
League proposals? — I did. 

3652. That was your opinion at that time? — Yes, with certain qualifica- 
tions. 

3653. You had in mind certain qualifications of the Congress and the Mos- 
lem League scheme? — Yes. 

3654. At that time you had qualifications? — Yes, at that time my opinion 
was this, that so far as we could we would devise a scheme — the scheme was put 
forward because we were told we never put forward any kind of scheme, we, the 
politicians in India. We therefore tried our best to produce a scheme, and we 
produced a scheme, but I have always accepted that scheme with this qualification, 
that if anything better is placed before me I am willing to accept it. In the Indian 
National Congress in 1917, when I seconded the resolution, I made it clear, and I 
said that we should then have a special session of the Congress and consider the 
Government proposals. | 

3655. You would not for one moment suggest that this scheme is a better 
scheme than the Congress and the Moslem League scheme? — Not as it stands. 

3656. It is worse in your opinion? — It is better in some things and worse in 
others. It is impossible to compare the two things. , 

3657. But you have stigmatised this, and repeated your stigma, as timid and 
prejudiced? — Yes, because of your reasons. 

3658. And therefore it must be worse? — No, because of your reasons. 
You know your reasons, why you want to go so far and no further. 

3659. We will come to the reasons later on. Am I right in my recollection 
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that the scheme that you advocated until you could get something better, the 
scheme of the Congress and the Moslem League, gave you an executive in the 
Province of Bombay of two officials and two non-officials? — Yes. 

3660. And that this scheme as embodied in the Bill, will in all probability 
give you an executive consisting of three non- officials and one official? — Yes. 

3661. Is not that so? — Yes. 

3662. Would you describe that as timid or prejudiced? — I have answered 
your question. I say, in some respects, it is better, in some respects it 1s worse. If you 
take the whole, it is impossible to compare the Congress League scheme with your 
scheme — impossible. They are two different things. In some respects, if you ask 
me, it is better; in some respects it is worse. 

3663. I will not delay on that. You will remember I am part author of this 
scheme? — Yes. 

3664. And you will remember that it is not very pleasant to hear that one 
has been timid and prejudiced? — I am very sorry. 

3665. I do not mind your saying it, in the least? — That is my view. 

3666. What I should like to put to you is that it has been your role in 
politics always to accentuate and increase your demand, as what is given you is in- 
creased in itself? — Mr. Montagu, that is absolutely incorrect, because I told you 
that my position is this, that I have openly disagreed with the Congress, I have 
openly disagreed with the Moslem League, and there are some views which the 
Home Rule League holds with regard to these reforms which I do not. Therefore it 
is absolutely incorrect for you to say that, and you know it, or, at least, you ought to 
know it. In the congress my attitude has been very different; in the Moslem League 
my attitude has been very different; therefore it is not correct to say that. 

3667. I accept at once your disclaimer, of course. I put it as a question to 
you. I wanted to know — that was all. Now I come to the next point. You stated that 
the evidence’of prejudice and distrust was to be found, so far as the Provinces were 
concerned, in the remarks about what should be transferred subjects. I want to ask 
you this: The land revenue is very difficult to separate — you know much more 
about this than I do — from irrigation. You would assume that if land revenue was 
transferred you would transfer with it irrigation, tenant rights, and most of the 
questions connected with land? — Probably, yes. 

3668. Now, are you satisfied that the franchise designed by the 
Soughtborough Report is really representative of the rural population? — My 
answer to that is this, that I think the franchise designed by the Southborough Com- 
mittee will bring in, at any rate, the best elements of every section. It will not reach 
everybody, but certainly, I think it will bring in the best elements in every section. 
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3669. You agree, do you not, that the theory of representative government 
‘s that an effort should be made to insure that Ministers really represent the 
people? — Certainly. 

3670. And it might will be that the suggestion that land revenue should be 
reserved emanates from a belief that at the present stage those interests in land 
revenue, irrigation, and tenant rights would not be properly represented? — I know 
it emanates from that, but I say there is no warrant for it. 

3671. It might not emanate from a belief in the incompetence or distrust of 
those who would administer land revenue; it might emanate from a belief that the 
electorate did not exist? — I do not think you were here when I said that your 
strongest point is that you have not got an efficient electorate at present. That is 
one of the points. 

3672. Would you mind now turning to the Government of India? You gave 
the Committee some figures as to the composition of a Joint Session? — Yes. 

3673. Would you repeat them? — Yes. I take it in this way: I believe you 
have got 121 in the Assembly and 57 in the Council of State. That includes the 
Governor-General, but I exclude him now, and if you exclude him that leaves 176. 
Out of the 176, the officials and nominated members and 1 Burman, I believe come 
to 73. So that the Government have got 73 certain votes in the Joint Session. On the 
other hand, I put the elected, and the total elected members are 103. Of course, in 


- that 103 I include the landholders, the European representatives, and the repre- 


sentatives of commerce, but putting them altogether, 103, the Government have 
only got to convince 30 men to defeat any measure which the representative wish to 
run through. 

3674. It is laid down in the Report, I think, and so far as my memory serves 
me, there is nothing to contradict it in the Southborough Report, that the officials 
in the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State may be the same men? I do 
not know; they may be or they may not be. 

3675. I say it is suggested in the Report, is it not? — But I do not know 


‘what you are going to do, 


3676. You do not allow for that? — I think that you will have separate men. 

3677. You made your assumption on that? — Yes. 

3678. Would it alter your impression of a Joint Session if they were not 
separate men? No, because I am giving such a tremendous margin. If you turn to 
the Southborough Report and see the number of officials, there is a tremendous 
margin, because in the elected I include the landholders, the European repre- 
sentatives, the commerce representatives, and I say this from past experience — I 
do not mean any disrespect to them in any way; it is very natural — they represent 
certain interests, and therefore they do not bother very much about what interests 
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us most, and generally you will find as a matter of practice that the European mem- 
bers, and even the landholders, vote with the Government. I say if you deduct them 
from it then it leaves almost an equal number — the elected number is equal. 

3679. Assuming for a moment that there was no power in the Bill to pass 
legislation through the Council of State alone, assuming that the paragraphs about 
certified legislation disappeared from the Bill, would you be in favour in India of an 
ordinary second revising Chamber, or would you prefer that there should be no 
such a thing? — I am in favour of a Second Chamber. 

3680. Supposing it had no function to perform except revising, and suppos- 
ing a difference of opinion were to be cured by a Joint Session, have you ever con- 
sidered whether you could then support a Second Chamber which was nominated 
for a term of years? — Oh, no; not as a Revising Chamber. 

3681. You could not allow it to be nominated? — No; it would not be a 
Revising Chamber then. 

3682. Why not? I do not follow. Many Second Chambers are nominated in 
the world? — By whom? That is the whole point. 

3683. I am not putting forward any suggestion to you; I am only asking your 
opinion of suggestions which. have been made to me. Supposing they were partly 
nominated by the Executive Council and partly by the Ministers in the Provinces? 
— I am very much afraid of nomination. 

3684. You are very much opposed to them? — Yes. 

3685. You recognise the difficulty which has been expressed by witnesses, 
in the Press and here, about the form of election to the Council of State or the 
Second Chamber? — Yes; I do. The view I take is this. As the Bill is now before the 
Committee, the Council of State seems to me to have only one function, that is to 
record the decrces of the Executive. There is no other function that I can see in the 
Bill. That is useless, perfectly useless. Why have all this machinery if that is the only 
object? Then you will ask me why I support it. I support it in view of the criticism 
that I offer that if you modify this Bill, as I am suggesting, then this Chamber has 
certain functions, and what I am looking forward to in the future is that it might be- 
come a zeal Revising Chamber. At present it will not be a real Revising Chamber; 
but if you alter your Bill in the light of my suggestions its functions will increase _ 
its usefulness will increase. Then comes the question, how are you going to get your 
representatives there? For the present — we are only thinking of the transition 
stage — for the present I am quite content to accept the Southborough recommen- 
dation, namely, that the Councils of the various Provinces should send their repre- 
sentatives to the Council of State, and the object would be really — the whole ob- 
ject is this, the utility of the Second Chamber can only come in as a criticising 


Chamber, and in case of Joint Sessions you have again the usefulness of the Second 


Chamber in having representatives there. 
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3686. I am sorry I was late and did not hear the whole of your evidence, but 
when I came into the room you were explaining that the Legislative Assembly as 
constituted in the Bill would have no realpowers at all — it would be a critical as- 
sembly with no responsibility? — That is what it is, practically. 

3687. If it were made clear that there were certain subjects which would be 
left the Legislative Assembly, that would go far to remove your objection? — That 
is exactly what I suggested. 

3688. Forgive me if am wrong; [ am trying to put it as I think you put it — 
your suggestion in your answer to the questions anyhow — ? No. I have not made it 
clear there, because we were confined to your questions, and I did not like to 
trespass. 
3689. Am I right in thinking that what you would like in the Government of 
India is transferred and reserved subjects and a diarchy comparable to a diarchy in 


the Provinces? — Yes. 
3690. Now, I want to know, so that I shall be in a position to know when we 


discuss possible amendments, how far you insist from your point of view upon that 
diarchy. I am taking you step by step. You say first that the Legislative Assembly 
must have certain functions in which its will prevail; and you would like those sub- 
jects entrusted to Indian members of the Government? — Yes. 

3691. Do you wish that those Indian members should be Ministers at the 
outset? — Yes. | 

3692. Or do you wish that they should be members of the Executive Coun- 
cil — No; Ministers just like the Provinces. I attach very great importance to the 
beginning being made in the Central Government. I attach the greatest possible im- 
portance to it. I say that if you really want us to work it should be done. 

3693. They should be Ministers? — Yes. 

3694, Therefore, you have no fear yourself whatever that diarchy is un- 
workable? — Well, yes, I am convinced that diarchy is the only possible way out of 
this difficulty that we have to face. 

2695. There are Indian witnesses, who have been before this Committee, 
whom you have probably heard, who are doubtful about diarchy? — I am not 
doubtful. I think myself it is bound to succeed. I do not see any other way, and that 
is the very reason why I find the difficulty in the Congress League scheme. 

3696. In your capacity, as representing the Moslem League, have you ever 
heard anything which would suggest to you serious dissatisfaction with the Luck- 


now Compact? — No. | 
3697. None? — None whatever. Well, in Bengal there is a little breeze; that 


is all. 
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Lord Brodrick (Viscount Midleton) 


3698. A witness yesterday described this scheme as a colossal measure of 
far-reaching consequences. Do you accept that definition? — I should like to know 
who that witness is before I can accept it. It seems to me an imaginative opinion, 

3699. You do not regard it as a large measure? — No. 

3700. You do not regard the setting up of elected Assemblies for the first 
time with large powers as being a great constitutional change? — It is undoubtedly 
a great constitutional change, but India is quite fit for it, and a great deal more than 
the Bill gives. Every change depends upon the conditions and capacity of the 
country. What may be a very revolutionary change in one country is quite the right 
thing in another country. Supposing you were giving this Bill to Central Africa, I 
think it would be revolutionary and colossal; but not for India. 

_ 3701.1 am not talking about Central Africa, but the difference between the 
present conditions of India as regards representation and that which is proposed to 
be given. You do not admit that it is a large change? — No, I say we have been ab- 
solutely gagged all these years, otherwise we would have made a great deal more 
progress. 

3702. You gave the Committee a number of comparisons as regards the 
electorate in Great Britain and India at different times. You laid special stress on 
the fact that in India in 1881 there were 9.17 per cent electors, Do you think the 
conditions of England in 1881, considering all the questions of education and com- 
munication and the size of the two countries, are réally comparable with those of 
India to-day? — May I point out that you are not giving responsible government to 
India. 

3703. As I understood you, you were contending that the electorate which 
it was proposed to give was insufficient, and you were comparing the electorate of 
England in 1881 with that which it is proposed to give of India to-day? — I do not 
say the electorate is not sufficient. : 

3704. I understood you were comparing the two electorates — the elec- 
torate of England of 1881 (you gave the figures) with the electorate of India which 
is proposed to-day under the Southborough Committee? — No; my point was this: 
That is India — even according to the Joint Report — you can get 5 per cent of the 
population in the electorate. That is what the Joint Report says. But if you look at 
the sensus of 1911, you have a literate population of 8.6 per cent. We have not got a 
census since, but I take it has considerably increased; therefore you have something 
like 10 per cent of educated literate people. In England you had constitutional 
government, representative government, in 1833, when your electorate was 4.6 per 
cent, and there was complete constitutional responsible government in the United 
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Kingdom when your electorate was 4.6 per cent, whereas my electorate to-day, even 
according to the Report, will get in 5 per cent. But I say if you put a literary base, 
and reduce the Southborough qualifications for a voter, you get much more. 

3705. You-would admit that the want of education of the Indian electorate, 
as compared with the other, has some bearing? — I am taking thé education test. I 
am not taking any other test. . 

3706. You have treated the nominated members throughout your evidence 
as being almost a negligible quantity, because their votes are known beforehand, 
have you not? — I do not know about a negligible quantity. 

3707. Of course, their votes will count; but, as a matter of opinion, you 
think they are sure to be cast on one side, and therefore are not what you consider 
representative votes. Is that so? — Yes; that is so — from past experience in the 
Council. It is very natural, because a man is nominated by the Government, and 
therefore, to put it roughly, his constituency is the Government; he is created by the 
Government; he looks to the Government, and he votes for the Government. It is 
very natural. 

3708. You are aware of a system here that there is a large number of mem- 
bers of the Government in both Houses of Parliament, whose votes are always cast 
for the Government? — Yes; because they have got a mandate from their con- 
stituency to support the programme of the Government; but that is very different. 

3709. Do you know at this moment there are nearly 100 members of the 
House of Commons who are attached to the Government in one form or another? 
— Because they are pledged to the policy of the Government. That is a very dif- 
ferent thing from voting according to the order of a Government, which is your con- 
stituency. 

3710. Are you quite sure that in every case every member on the Govern- 
ment side agrees with the policy of the Government? — I do not know. But that is a 
very different thing. You cannot compare the two. 

3711. It seems to me the same thing. You expressed great fear that 
measures would be modified, mutilated and ruined by the Council of State. What 
class of measures were you thinking of? — Well, what class of measures does the 
Bill think of? I do not know. The Bill provide for that. The Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report says that. Why you are giving this power to the Governor- General, I do not 
know. 

3712. I know the powers. What I want to know is what are you thinking of? 
— How can I tell as to what view the Governor- General will take of a particular 
Bill which they may propose to mutilate? I cannot say. There may be some Bills 
which they may not agree with. In that case they may say: “Very well, now we do not 
want this.” 
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3713. What I was asking you was what is there in your mind which you 
think probably may be pout up to the Council of State, and the Council of State will 
say: “We will have nothing of this class of measure.” What sort of measure? — Do 
you mean what sort of measure I have in my mind? 

3714. It is purely hypothetical? — No; it is not hypothetical. Every power is 
given for a particular purpose. I say, if I may with great respect, the burden lies on 
those who propose this power to explain why they are giving this power. ~ 

3715. Your mind is working entirely on the power. The question I want to 
get at is, in the practical working of this business, what it is you are afraid of? Are 


you afraid of a particular class of measures for the benefit of labour, or for some - 


other class, being stopped by the Council of State? What is it you have in your 
mind? — That will depend upon the Government of the time, what view they may 
take of any measure I do not know. I cannot probe their minds. I cannot tell you 
what view the Government will take. ~ | 

3716. You showed very great suspicion of the power which is reserved to 
the Secretary of State? — I did not. 

3717. Have you any precedent in your mind in which the Secretary of State 
has intervened in the manner of which you are afraid he may, against the wishes of 
the Council of the Indian Government? — I did not say anything about the powers 
of the Secretary of State. I do not look upon him with suspicion at all. I did not say 
anything about that. All I said was that the Secretary of State for India will not be in 
a position, sitting here in Whitehall, to be a court of appeal over the Government of 
India, when the Government of India have decided to certify a measure. I say he 
will not be in a position to intervene. In many cases it is not possible; he is too far 
away; he has to get all the information; he has to go into everything, and in many 
cases he will be helpless because the Government of India will say: “We consider, 
in the interests of peace, tranquillity, and safety of British India, that this measure 
should be certified”; and it will be a very difficult thing for the Secretary of State for 
India to say “No” to the Government of India who are on the spot. I say, in most 
cases he will be helpless. It may be, in some cases he will put his foot down, and 
may be able to say “No”. That-is my point. 


Sir Henry Craik 


3718. You said that you were in favour of a diarchy or dual system of 
government? — Yes; I am. I am driven into it. 

3719. You mean there should be a division of functions, in which Ministers 
should administer a certain number of transferred subjects, and the Executive ad- 
minister reserved subjects? — Yes. 
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3720. You see no difficulty whatever in that? — I cannot say I see no dif- 
ficulty; but I say there is no other scheme. 

3721. You said you thought all subjects should be transferred? — That is 
the view we take. 

3722. Where would be diarchic system come in then? — It does not come 
in the Provinces at all. 

3723. Then, surely, your opinion is not very valuable in favour of diarchy, 
when you, at the same time, say that you do not want any diarchy to exist? — No; 
still you have got the Central Government. If you get all the subjects transferred in 
the Provincial Government you have still the Central Government left. 

3724. You are entirely in favour of a diarchy, but, at the same time, that 
diarchy is to administer all the subjects transferred? — No. 

3725. You said, I think, that you thought that India was now completely 
ripe for responsible government, and you compared the United States of America 
— ? — No, 1 did not. 

3726. You compared the conditions? — Yes; but I did not say that India is 
ripe for complete responsible government. I say the Provinces. 

3727. But I think in your opening words you said: “We are now ready for 
full government”? — No; I never said that. I said the Provinces,. 

3728. We shall see what the shorthand note says as to that. I certainly un- 
derstood that you said it? — If you understood it is incorrect, and if I said it like 
that — I do not think I have — but I have then I made a mistake. 

3729. In another part you said you were very much opposed to treating the 
different parts of India in the same way — that there ought to be divergence be- 
tween the way they were dealt with? — The various Provinces. 

3730. With regard to those Provinces which you do not put on a level with 
your own, would, I presume, think that responsible government should be denied to 
them? — No. 

3731. You admit they are not on the level of getting responsible govern- 
ment, and you admit that there are some that are backward? — No; what I said was 
this, that the Functions Committee Report lays down practically, with small excep- 
tions, the same rule of transferred subjects for all Provinces. J am right there; that is 
the Southborough Committee’s Report, and I say that is not a fair way of dealing 
with different Provinces, because there are some Provinces which are advanced 
Provinces. 

3732. Is not the whole question of transferred subjects one in which it is 
contemplated that the number of transferred subjects may be gradually increased 


as is found expedient? — Yes. 
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3733. Is not that the whole plan upon which the Joint Report rests? — Yes; 


that is so — that they should be gradually increased; but I say that is no reason why 


you should fix the same standard for every Province; but it is fixed. 

3734. You admit there are parts of India which are not in this forward state 
of being quite ripe for responsible government? — I say every ‘Province, in my 
opinion, is ripe for transferred subjects — every Province. 

3735. But you want the transferred subjects to vary? — To vary according 
to the conditions of each Province. 


Marquess of Crewe 


3736. You were asked some questions about the electorate in this country 
and in other countries in the world, from your own statement, and I see that you 
say, in the Report of the Bombay branch of the Home Rule League, that the 
reasons against the grant of full responsible government to the Provinces are (1) the 
smallness of the electorate, and (2) that the politically minded classed cannot be 
entrusted with the government of the remaining portion of the people. I think that 
the Memorandum goes on to say that in no country has the introduction of the ex- 
tension of responsibility been delayed or qualified by similar considerations. I im- 
agine you, in turn, would quality that, owing to what you said just now about 
Central Africa? — I gave the instance of Central Africa to show that it is a savage 
country. Surely you do not put that on the basis of any civilised country. We are 
talking of civilised countries. 

3737. Do you know anything about Nigeria? — No. 

3738. You do not know that in northern Nigeria there is a very ancient 
Moslem civilisation? — No;I do not know that part of the world. 

3739. You do not happen to have read that, and you do not know that in 
southern Nigeria, at Lagos, there are negro gentlemen, barristers and others, who 
would consider themselves in education and attainments quite on a level with either 
Indians or British men of the same education; and it is conceivable, is it not, that 
men of that stamp either in the north or the south might have the same view that 
you take of the representative quality of the educated classes in India? — It is quite 
possible for them to take that view. But my view is not merely based on the fact that 
there are a few barristers in India, nor is the view of this Memorandum based upon 
that. This Memorandum takes the argument in this way: You have had at least com- 
plete responsible government in various countries where you had a much smaller 
electorate than the electorate you can now get in India according to your own test, 
according to your own standard, which is recognised by the civilised world. But still 





we are not asking for complete responsible government. We say that at least, so far 
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as the Provinces are concerned, make a substantial move, and so far as the Central 
Government is concerned make a beginning. Is not that a fair and logical argu- 
ment? 

3740. You asked for complete responsible government in the Provinces — 
that is to say, that taking Bombay as an advanced Province and as a good instance, 
that Bombay should be purely self-governing, except in matters of law and order? 
_— It would not be purely self-governing, strictly speaking. It would be subject to the 
supervision of the Government of India in many matters. It is really getting more or 
less freedom in its internal affairs, that is all. It is getting, first, decentralisation, and 
then getting freedom to manage its own internal affairs; but it is subject to the su- 
pervision of the Government of India. 

3741. Would you agree to the list of the central subjects which is suggested 
in the various Reports we have had? You will find some mentioned in the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Report? — I have no objection to the list specified in the South- 
borough Committee Report, namely, the Provincial subjects and the Central 
Government subjects. I have no objection to them. 

3742. I was anxious to know exactly what your point of view is? — Except, 
perhaps, about the University; but I am not very keen about it. If the Government 
of India wish to keep some Universities, like the Benares University, and there was 
a further question about the Calcutta University, it is a matter upon which I do not 
want to trouble this Committee. 

3743. And those Universities cannot be said to be in the strict sense 
Provincial? — Calcutta University is Provincial; Benares is not. 

3744. No; Benares obviously is not? That is so. 

3745. It is not confined to the United Provinces. Now, I want to ask you a 
question about the British members of the Civil Service: Do you contemplate that 
they will continue to serve in large numbers in the Provinces? — My opinion of the 
Civil Service in one sense is very high of the Civil Service in one sense is very high, 
because they are practical men of common- sense, and they will soon settle down. 
No man likes to part with his power, and at present they do not like it. But I think 
once the matter is settled we shall all settle down and they will settle down. And 
India is not a bad place; it gives very good pay. 

3746. The position of the existing Civil Servant is carefully safeguarded, 
and that no doubt you would agree is the right thing to do? — I have always said 
this; I have never disguised this fact, that I do not wish that the interests of the Civil 
Servants, those who are in the present Service, should be prejudiced in any way, be- 
cause I look upon their interest as vested, and I do not propose any legislation 
which is going interfere with their vested interest. But with regard to the future, I 
do not agree with the Bill. I think Sections 24,25, and 26 deal with public services 
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which give absolute power to the Secretary of State for India to do what he likes 


and I do not agree with that, with regard to the future. I do not want the past in any 


way to be prejudiced. I will respect vested interests. 
3747. Do you contemplate that, as a matter of fact, many young English- 


~ men would join the Civil Service as you conceive it? — It is very attractive in every 


way. At present the feeling is a feeling which I am quite understand. If you have 
been ruling the country for 150 years, and somebody comes and says, “Now, look 
here, I want a share in this,” naturally there is a feeling of a little resentment, and 
some people feel, “It is no good our serving in India,” but I say it will all settle 
down, because, after all, you come to practical considerations, and with a little 
thought I think the Services will attract just the same. 

3748. As you approach the Dominion status, you must remember in the 
other Dominions the Civil Service is practically confined to the natives of those 
Dominions? — If your Lordship means this, whether we shall have more and more 
Indians in the Service, I dare say we shall. That is very likely, and of course that is 
the very object. The object is not that we should be burdened with foreign skill, so 
to say, permanently in India. 

3749. You are looking forward to the time when the Civil Service will be 
entirely manned by Indians? — Very likely. I do not know. But I do not think that 
we shall ever say that other members of the Empire are not to participate in the 
Civil Service. They are welcome. What happens now in commercial enterprise? We 
employ very largely foreign skill, men from different parts of the Empire, and that 
will continue perhaps for a long time. 

3750. You know that it has been said by possibly ill-natured critics that the 
connection which a certain school of Indian thought would desire to keep with the 
Empire is simply for the purpose of being defended? — J tell the Committee frank- 
ly, this is my firm conviction, and I believe in it, and I have always worked on these 
principles. I say that so long as India is part of the British Empire — and J maintain 
that it should continue, it is in the interests of both of us that it should continue — 
and I say so long as India is part of the British Empire it is open to any Britisher to 
come there and stand on an equal footing with us. That is my view of it. But India 
must be governed primarily for the benefit of the people, and not for any particular 
class — not even an Indian class. | 

3751. You want to see an Indian democratic Government within the Em- 
pire? — Yes; it should be governed for the benefit of the people. 

3722. You said, in reply to a question, that you were afraid that if the 
younger and keener Indians do not now get all they want in the way of reforms, they 
will not take a proper part in attempting to carry out such reforms aes Prarie 
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does give? May I explain that? I have not only talked with many other people, but, if 
[ may give you a little bit of my own personal experience in the matter, I request the 
Imperial Council is that after the Minto-Morley reforms. I went solely with the idea 
with here we have got these reforms given to us, let us put our homes together and 
make the best use of them and make the best possible use of the opportunities, 
however small they are, placed in our way. I went there in 1909, and I was there for 
three years. After three years — much to my inconvenience, and prejudice, and so 
on — I felt that I was useless there. It may be said we should have been influencing 
the Government of India. That is a very fine phrase; but the Government of India is 
not easily influenced. It is a very difficult thing to influence them. I did not stand for 
the second election because I thought I might utilise my time in a way more useful 
to me. After three years again I go and I find that really we continued this feeling 
absolutely of despair, and we are disheartened. We say what is the good of standing 
there in the Council. We make suggestion after suggestion, move resolution after 
resolution; there is an official block thrown out and nothing is done — well, I would 
not be quite unfair; I do not want to be unfair to the Government of India — I do 
admit this that in some cases, although they rejected our resolutions they have given 
effect to them in some small way or other. They have tried to make some improve- 
ment. But it is a very despairing, disheartening, slow process, and I say unless you 
give some life to men who want to work for their country and some responsibility, it 
is disheartening. That is what I mean. 

3753. It is true, is it not, that people who remain for a very long time in all 
Assemblies everywhere are apt to be inspired with the same feeling of the some- 
thing approaching despair? — Yes; but here there is not even the hope of defeating 
the other party. 

3754. You are speaking now of the desire which you have to make the 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council partially responsible? — Yes, more real. 

3755. What you have just said would not apply in the same degree, or the 
same sense, to the Provinces? — No, I recognise that in the Provinces there is a 
field provided. 

3756. There would be a good opening for young, keen men to take a part in 
public affairs? — Yes. My only objection is this in the Provinces, that I say you are 
unnecessary delaying it. It is undesirable to my mind to be so timid as this Bill pur- 
ports to be. 

3757. You would like to see a great many more subjects transferred. One 
question about the India Office, where you remember I had the pleasure of seeing 
you some years ago, with others. You and your friends took the view that the 
Secretary of State’s Council ought to be abolished altogether? — Yes. 
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3758. Supposing it were not abolished, would you rather, of the two, leave it as 
itis, with somewhat limited powers, rather on the lines of Sir James Brunyate’s recom- 


mendation, or would you prefer to see it turned into a purely advisory body, rather on — 


the lines of the majority recommendation of the Committee which is called after my 
name? — The view I take is this: First of all, I want the Council to be abolished, and 
shortly I can give you my reasons. The net result of this Council is this: The Secretary of 
State for India really is the master of this Council, practically, except for financial pur- 
poses; that is, the vote of the majority cofints only in that respect, and nothing else. Prac- 
tically, the Secretary of State for India is the master, so far as this Council is concerned. 
Now, whatis the position? He takes shelter whenever he likes behind the Council, when 
he has got to face Parliament. Parliament naturally takes it for granted that here is the 
Secretary of State for India, undoubtedly assisted by his Council — men of ripe ex- 
perience, men who have been on the spot, and so on — and naturally cannot very well 
interfere with the Secretary of State for India. He, therefore, really becomes the master 
of Parliament, taking shelter behind his Council practically. He alsois the master of the 
Government of India, because he can order them aboutas he likes. Really, his position 
is that no one can challenge him; ifhe is an able man he can really do what he likes. If that 
is so what is the good of having this Council? On the other hand, there is this danger, 
that if the Secretary of State for India listens to the advice of his Council, and he must 
after all he is a human being, and if you have jealous men around you every now and then 
and discussing things, a few things must stick — and if he listens to the advice of his 
Council what happens? He gets nothing more than the old bureaucratic ideas of men 
who have been nourished and nurtured in the administration of India. You do not geta 
fresh mind at all. Therefore, nolens volens, either he has got to fall into that pit, namely, 
to be guided by his Council, which to my mind is very prejudicial, and I can give you one 
instance of the delays that are caused unnecessarily. I happened to introduce alittle Bill 
in the Imperial Council — the Wakf Validity Bill, Lord Hardinge and myself waited for 
two years to get areply from the Secretary of State for India. My term of office was over, 
and Lord Hardinge then told me: “I did not get any reply from the Secretary of State for 
India; we cannot make any progress with that Bill. IfI get a reply from the Secretary of 
State will you agree to be nominated to pilot this Bill?” I said I would. It was jn the third 
year we got areply from the Secretary of State for India. 

3759. That might be accounted for by the fact that the Council does not al- 
ways agree. You have spoken as if they always submitted one solid bureaucratic 
statement to the Secretary of State? — I did not mean that. J say mostly you get 
that. 

3760. You may take it from me they sometimes differ among themselves? 
— I dare say: | 

3761. Also, you have forgotten the Indian gentlemen of whose advice the 
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Secretary of State has the advantage? — Well, there again I do not want to say any- 
thing, but it seems to me that nomination is not always a happy procedure. I wish 
the council to be abolished, but if your Lordship is going to put it to me like this: 
Supposing it cannot be abolished? then I say the next best course, to my mind, is 
this: I would rather have an Advisory committee, but I do not want this Council to 
continue for a day longer than is necessary. 3 

3762. On the Advisory Committee you would like to see a larger propor- 
tion of gentlemen from India than are normally appointed at present? — Yes; I 
would like to see half and half by a panel. 

3763. Appointed by a panel in the way suggested? — Yes. 


Sir J.D. Rees. 


3764. In the course of your evidence you have several times mentioned a 
problem of unimaginable magnitude — the uplifting of the masses. Did I rightly un- 
derstand that you think British administration has done nothing, or too little, in that 
respect? — If you ask me, the British administration has done very little. 

3765. You feel that you and your friends in power could do more? — I am 


certain of it. ie Sus 
3766. This bill will give you more power to do more? — Certainly, it gives 


us more power in the Provinces. 

3767. You speak of wishing to make it a success. If it were a hopeless 

project, you would not want to do that? — No. | 

3768. In point of fact to-day, in answering a member of the committee, you 
referred to an electorate of 5 per cent as already in sight —. a practical proposition 
in India? — More — I say 10 to 12 per cent. 

3769. This scheme provides you with powder and shot for your own offen- 
sive? — I do not want to be on the offensive. I am a very mild man; I want to work. 

3770. You have several times referred to, and objected to, the safeguards 
provided in this scheme, which, of course, are a great feature in it, and you said the 
government of India, not easily influenced, as to which I express no opinion, can 
rush through any measure it pleases. I should like to ask you whether it has been 
characteristic of the Government of India while you were an additional member, 
have they been in any hurry to rush through measures of which their Indian mem- 
bers on the Council disapproved? — The last was the Rowlatt Act. 

3771. I was coming to that; it had occurred to me? — But I can tell the 
Committee this, apart from the Rowlatt Act, which is a very exceptional case, that 
times out of number — and I think Lord Sinha will bear me out — Bills were 
placed in the Legislative Council, in the morning. when we arrived in the Council. 
Till then we knew nothing about the Bill at all. 
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Chairman 
3772. so they are here? — There is no comparison between the Govern- 


ment here and the government in India. 
Chairman: That makes no difference to the members who have to consider 


them. 


Sir J.D. Rees 

3773. I am not referring to small matters which can be presented in the 
morning and passed in the afternoon; I am referring to large and important mat- 
ters, and I ask you, except what you consider to be a ‘conspicuous exception, the 
Rowlatt Act (which I think, from another point of view, was a conspicuous excep- 
tion), has it been the custom of the Government of India to rush through legislation 
to which the Indian members were clearly opposed? Do you say that? — I do not 
know how you mean rushed through. 

3774. It is a very clear question? — Pardon me, it is not. What do you mean 
by rushed through? 

3775. Put through? — Yes, times out of number. 

3716. You think they.do? — Yes. Rushed through means two things. Ac- 
cording to you it means hurry; they might not hurry. A Bill may be published and 
circulated for opinion, it may be weeks or months before the country; that is not 


rushing through the Bill. 


Chairman 


3777. “Rushing— means hurry? — I say no; that is not very often. But the 
Government can get any measure through if they want. That is my point. 


Sir J.D. Rees 


3778. Is it a fair description of the Government of India — I use your own 
words — to describe it as a body which even before these reforms came into force 
has been in the habit, and will under these reforms be in the habit, of really impos- 
ing its executive will? — I have no doubt that so long as the government of India 
possess these powers they will impose their executive will whenever they like, and 
sometimes with a vengeance. 

3779. You said that there was no need for a veto or a safeguard, because 
the Indian members, the non-official members of the Council, I think more par- 
ticularly the Indian official members, almost invariably supported the government 
of India? — I do not say almost invariably; I say in several important matters. 

3780.1 must confess I took your words down, and derived an opposite im- 





pression. I am glad you have been able to clear it up. Without suggesting for a mo-- 
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ment that you could bring the African on the same plane as the Indian, I should like 
to ask you —? — I do not think it possible. 

| 3781. I said without suggesting it — I was careful to say that. I ask you one 
question arising out of what Lord Midleton and Lord Crewe have asked you, be- 
cause I am not clear what your answer is. do you seriously suggest that a iséful 
comparison can be made between the electorate which is now to be introduced as a 
new thing into an Oriental Empire and the existing electorates in Europe. Do you 
seriously suggest that? — I suggest this, that the sooner you give up your ideas of 
differentiating Oriental people from European people the better. 

3782. But you are not examining me at the moment. I want to ask you this, 
geographically speaking India is in the East, and I will call it for the moment, with 
your leave, an Oriental country? — Call it India; it is more specific. 

3783. Would you suggest that a useful comparison can be established in 
that way? — Undoubtedly, yes; that is exactly what we are doing. 

3784. You want to transfer law and order — you want to make it a trans- 
ferred subject in the Provinces? — Yes; I think some Provinces are quite capable. 

3785. I answer to Lord Crew, where he suggested some doubts about the 
propriety of doing what you suggested, or put it to you that it might be open to ob- 
jection, you said after all there will be the supervision of the Government of India? 
— Yes; so there would be. 

3786. You attach importance and value to that? — No. You are afraid that 
the Provinces will not be able to manage their affairs, if complete responsible 
government is given to them. That is the proposition. The answer to that is that, in 
my opinion, some Provinces are quite ripe for complete responsible government, 
and there is nothing to be afraid of, because you have the supervision of the 
Government of India. , 

3787. do you mention that as a valuable thing? — I recognise it as a fact 
that is all. | 

3788. Would you allow that the action of the Indian members of the gover- 
nor-General’s Council, in respect of the Rowlatt Act, was apt to inspire some 
doubts as to the wisdom of transferring law and order, making it a transferred sub- 
ject? — I am not suggesting the transfer of law and order in the Central Govern- 
ment. 

3789. No; in the Provinces? — They cannot deal with any legislation which 
may be vetoed. 

3790. They may have the administration of law and order under your sug- 
gestion? — That will be administered because you have to carry out the orders. 
Supposing I was a member. Under the constitution, even I, whatever. may be my 
feelings, if I get any orders from the Government of India, which is my superior 
authority;,, ,my discipline will compel me to carry out those orders. 
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3791. Would the Deccan Ryots, in respect of their indebtedness to money- 
lenders, altogether welcome the suggestion you have made as to the transfer of all 
the business with which they are connected in Bombay — to make it a trans- 
ferred subject? —I have no doubt in my mind they would have any day a minister 
rather than an executive bureaucrat, whether an Indian or an English man. 

3792. You say, in your Memorandum, that the appointment of Provincial 
Executive Councils should be left to the free choice of Crown, and, further on, you 
make the same remark as regards the Executive Councils? You object to the 
making of rules? — I object to the making of rules because I do not know what rules 
they are going to be. My view is that the members of the Executive Council, both of 
the Provinces as well as the Viceroy’s Executive Council, should be appointed by 
the Secretary of State for India, on the recommendation from India but there 
should be no limitation of any kind placed upon them. 

3793. As the rules would be made under the Authority of the Secretary of 
State, is there any real difference? Is not this rather captious criticism? — No, be- 
cause what you propose to do is to frame rules as to the qualifications of the can- 
didates for the Executive Council. That is what you are trying to do, I say No; fix no 
qualifications for candidates for the Executive Council, but leave it to the 
Secretary of State for India and the recommendation of the Government of India. 

3794. On page six of your Memorandum you quote the Montagu- 
Chelmsford report to the effect that the time has not yet come to give the Legisla- 
tive Assembly a similar measure. of control over the Central Government as is given 
to Provincial Councils. You take that from the Report, and then you say:“This posi- 
tion is not warranted by the terms of the pronouncement of the 20th August”? — 
Yes: 

3795. I understand you disapprove of it, but how can you say it is not war- 
ranted when the first page of that book which you have says that the pace is to be 
set by the British Government? — What I mean is this. The ‘pace is to be set by the 
British Government, but where does it say that it must be confined to the Provin- 
ces? 

3796. It does not? — Then where is the warrant for it? 

3797. You admit that the pace is to be set by the British Government? — 
What is your question now— whether I admit that the British Government should 
be the judge of the pace? 

3798. I did not say so; I ask you whether you can maintain that this was not 
warranted by the pronouncement of the 20th August? —I do maintain that there is 
nothing in the pronouncement of the 20th August which would justify the fourth 





formula laid down in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report —.absolutely nothing. It is an 
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arbitrary stoppage. We will make the Provinces the domain of responsible Govern- 
ment; Central Government, no. 


Chairman 


3799, What you mean is simply that you take a different view of the words 
used by His Majesty’s Government from that which they take themselves? — I 
should like to be corrected. What are the words which warrant this fourth formula? 


Sir J.D. Rees 


3800. I will come to the next question. do you think that the Indian civil 
servant is possessed of the average intellectual equipment? — I suppose so, be- 
cause otherwise they would not pass their exams. 

3801. Do you think that they have a real regard for the people of India and 
a desire to serve their interests? — Well, they are doing their duty, but I do not 
think they have much attachment for India. They are always looking forward to 
their leave and coming home, and they are always looking forward to retire. | mean 
they do their duty; I do not say they do not do their duty. They carry on the ad- 
ministration, and some of them are very efficient officers, but I do not think that 
many of the Civil Service men have a real attachment or feelings for the people of 
India. 

3802. I will ask Mr. Hasan one question: You represent the Indian Cham- 
ber of Commerce; that is not the British Chamber of commerce in Madras? — (Mr. 
Hasan) No. 

3803. In the course of a speech you said: “The Indian merchants are no 
longer the dupes of the European merchants.” I should like to ask you if you really 
mean to suggest that European merchants, those you have seen, have made dupes 
of the Indian merchants with whom they have been associated? You understand 
that it is a serious thing to say? — I say, that European merchants, so far, have 
taken advantage of the backwardness of the Indian merchants, and, of course, being 
Europeans, they have correspondence with England and other foreign countries, 
and Indians, not knowing English, had to depend on the European merchants for 
their business. Indian merchants were for a long time in the hands of the European 
merchants, to be guided as they wanted. So Indian merchants, in order to gain the 
goodwill of the European merchants, had to subordinate Indian interests some- 
times. Now the position is reversed; they can take care of themselves, and, as I have 
said, they can organise themselves; they can advance their interests, and they are no 
longer in the hands of European merchants, and they are no longer their dupes. 

3804. When you said that they had taken advantage, did you mean they had 
taken an unfair advantage? — Sometimes it was unfair. 
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Chairman: I do not think anybody who has had experience of Indian mer- 
chants — as I have would readily believe that they could be made dupes of by 
anybody. 


Major Ormsby-Gore 


3805. Mr. Jinnah, you are the first Mohammedan witness who has ap- 
peared before this Committee? — (Mr. Jinnah) I believe so, as far as I have read 
the evidence before the Committee. 

3806. You appear on behalf of the Moslem League — that is, on behalf of 
the only widely extended Mohammedan organisation in India? — Yes. 

3807. I was very much struck by the fact that neither in your answers to the 
questions nor in your opening speech this morning did you make any reference to 
the special interest of the Mohammedans in India: is that because you did not wish 
to say anything? — No, but because I take it the Southborough committees have ac- 
cepted that, and I left it to the members of the Committee to put any questions they 
wanted to. I took a very prominent part in the settlement of Lucknow. I was repre- 
senting the Mussulmans on that occasion. 

3808. On that point, you have nothing further to add in regard to the prin- 
ciple of communal representation or the actual proposed allocation of the seats in 
Bengal or elsewhere? — No. I have only to say this: The Lucknow compact we ac- 
cept, and we are in honour bound to accept that, and, in my opinion, it should not 
be changed, because it was not merely a question of Bengal: it was a question of all 
India. You must have observed, if you have the resolution fixing the percentage that 
in some of the Provinces — take Bombay — it has only 14 per cent, of the Moslem 
population, but we get 33 per cent, of representation; in the United Provinces you 
have only about 14 per cent, of the Moslem population and you get 30 per cent of 
representation. The whole question was an All-India question. The position of Ben- 
gal was this: In Bengal the Moslems are in the majority, and the argument was ad- 
vanced that any section or any community which is in the majority cannot claim a 
separate electorate; the separate electorate is to protect the minority. But the 
counter-argument was perfectly true that numerically we are in the majority, but as 
voters we are in the minority in Bengal, because of poverty, and backwardness, and 
so on. It was said: Very well, then, fix 40 per cent., because if you are really put to 
the test you will not get 40 per cent., because you will not be qualified as voters. 
Then we had the advantage of the other Provinces. 

3809. On behalf of the All-India Moslem League, you ask this Committce 
to reject the proposal of the Government of India — ? — I am authorised to say 
that — to ask you to reject the proposal of the Government of India with regard to 
Bengal. 
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3810. You said you spoke from the point of view of India. You speak really 
as an Indian Nationalist? — I do. 

3811. Holding that view, do you contemplate the early disappearance of 
separate communal representation of the Mohammedan community? — I think so. 

3812. That is to say, at the earliest possible moment you wish to do away in 
political life with any distinction between Mohammedans and Hindoos? — Yes. 

Nothing will please me more than when that day comes. 

3813. You do not think it is true to say that the Mohammedans of India 
have many special political interests, not merely in India but outside India, which 
they are always particularly anxious to press as a distinct Mohammeédan com- 


munity? — There are two things. In India the Mohammedans have very few things _ 


really which you can call matters of special interest for them — I mean secular 
things. 

3814. I am only referring to them, of course? — And therefore that 1s why I 
really hope and expect that the day is not very far distant when these separate elec- 


torates will disappear. 
3815. It is true, at the same time, that the Mohammedans in India take a 


special interest in the foreign policy of the Government of India? — They do; a 
very, — No, because what you propose to do is to frame very keen interest, and the 
large majority of them hold very strong sentiments and very strong VICWS. 

3816. Is that one of the reasons why you, speaking on behalf of the 
Mohammedan community, are so anxious to get the Government of India more 
responsible to an electorate? d No. 

3817. do you think it is possible, consistently with remaining in the British 
Empire, for India to have one foreign policy and for His Majesty, as advised by his 
Ministers in London, to have another? — Let me make it clear. It is not a question 
of foreign policy at all. What the Moslems of India feel is that it is a very difficult 
position for them. Spiritually, the Sultan or the Khalifa is their head. 

3818. Of one community? — Of the Sunni sect, but that is the largest; it is 
in an overwhelming majority all over India. The Khalifa is the only rightful custodian 
of the Holy Places according to our view, and nobody else has a right. What the 
Moslems feel very keenly is this, that the Holy Places should not be severed from 
the Ottoman Empire — that they should remain with the Ottoman Empire under 


the Sultan, 
3819. I do not want to get away from the Reform Bill on to foreign policy? 


— J say it has nothing to do with foreign policy. Your point is whether in India the 
Moslems will adopt a certain attitude with regard to forcign policy in matters con- 


cerning Moslems all over the world. 
3820. My point is, are they seeking for some control over the Central 
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Government in order to impress their views on foreign policy on the government of 
India? — No; because that is excluded. See my answer II. 

3821. You say you want to transfer a considerable number of All- India 
subjects to the control of the Indian Legislative Assembly? — If you will look at my 
answer to question No. 11 you will see I say this: “The Council of State may be 
retained provided that a system of reserved and transferred subjects similar to that 
proposed for the Provinces is adopted for the Central Government, and that in the 
legislature of India the certificate of the Governor General in Council should not 
apply except to certain reserved subjects hereinafter mentioned. The reserved sub- 
jects shall be the Army, the Navy and foreign and political relations.” 

After a short adjournment) 


Mr. Bennett 


3822. (To Mr. Jinnah.) You gave us some very interesting statistics regard- 
ing the percentage of literacy in various countries simultaneously with the extension 
of their political life. Have you any figures which show the growth of the electorate 
in England from 1832, the time of the Reform Bill? Do you remember how many 
were enfranchised at the time of the first Reform Bill, and then after 1867 and then 
after 1884? If you could give us those I think you would complete your statistics? — 
I have not got that; but I start with 1835, and I come right up to 1889. 

3823. You have not the number enfranchised by Lord Grey’s Act? — No. 

- 3824. I think you admit that the gross electorate at present in India is 
something like half a million? — Roughly. 

3825. And the southborough scheme would enfranchise 5,000,000? — Yes. 

3826. Do you regard that — increasing the electorate at a bound by ten 
times — as a small development or a small concession? — I do not regard that as a 
small development. That is not my point, it is undoubtedly a development. If you 
have, say, roughly, half a million of an electorate all over India, and you make it into 
5,000,000, it is a big increase, undoubtedly. 

3827. You would say there is no timidity in that, would you not? Would you 
not say that a Government which at a stroke increased the number of the electorate 
ten times, was rather a courageous government? — I would put it is this way, that 
the government thinks there is a tremendous movement all over the country, so 
tremendous that you can make an electorate of ten millions or fifteen millions, but 
still you say: “We will make it five million.” That I call timidity. 

3828. You do not call that courageous? — Certainly not, because you have 
material for fifteen million, and you make a movement of five million, which is not 
very courageous. It is a big advance. —— —— ——- 

3829, Is not that a disputable question, whether we have such a large 
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proportion of the population fit for political functions — is not that an open ques- 
tion? — No; in my opinion it is not. You can debate any question. 

3830. Is not that one of the matters that have been carefully inquired into 
by a very competent and very representative Committee, the Southborough Com- 
mittee? — If you ask me I tell you frankly that the Southborough Committee tried 
their very best to bring about settlements between various conflicting opinions, and 
no doubt they made a big advance. I am not disputing that it is a big advance. 

3831. You spoke this morning of an attitude of mind in regard to this Bill 
indicated by certain people saying “beggars cannot be choosers, and we must there- 
fore take the best we can get.” Has there been any responsible statement or decla- 
ration in England which gives the people in India ground for contemplating the 
situation in that way? Can you recall anything which any responsible person in 
England has said to encourage that belief? — In so many words? 

3832. No; I do not pin you to any particular words; I ask you if you can 
point to anything which has been said or done which warrants people in India look- 
ing at it from the point of view that beggars cannot be choosers? — I will tell you 
what — the people in India think like this: they think that you have got first of all 
the European community opposing the reforms; we have got the Memorandum of 
the European community annexed to the Despatch of the Sth March. The Govern- 


ment of India Despatch of the Sth March, if I may characterise it, is most reaction- 


ary; it destroys all value of the Montagu-Chelmsford proposals. 

| 3833. All value? — I say most of the value. I put it in this way, that I think 
that the real things are destroyed, and, if you like, I can give you a list. I cannot pos- 
sibly accept that the government of India, with the competent men they have got, 
have realised that they have substantially given a blow to the Montagu-Chelmsford 
proposals if their recommendations are accepted. That is No. 2. No. 3 is that you 
have got the Indo- European Association here powerfully opposing these reforms. 
No. 4 is that you have the Local governments pushing forward their schemes. Now 
this has led some men, for whom I have the highest respect, to take this view: “For 
goodness sake let us support Mr. Montagu for all we are worth, otherwise we will 
lose this.” 

3834. That is your view? — Therefore I say this is the view of some people, 
and the position is such that we are in the same position as a beggar who cannot 
choose. _ 

3835. You spoke of the Indo-European Association. Surely this Committee 
will be able to take its measure of the significance and authority of any repre- 
sentations they may make? — I do not say that this Committee will not, and that is 
exactly why we are here. Our only hope now, at this stage, is to convince this Com- 
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mittee of our view; that is why we are here, and I hope that you will come to the 
right conclusion. 

3836. Surely the attitude of the Local Governments in India is not illiberal. 
It may differ, it may be an attitude different from that of the Secretary of State, but 
it is not an illiberal attitude? — Not if you mean that they are in favour of making 
an advance, and that they recognise you must go forward. That I admit as to most of 
the Local Governments, except the Madras Government. I think the Madras 
Government seems to think —. 

3837. Do you not think that the expression “Beggars cannot be choosers” 
tends to create an unsatisfactory impression amongst people in India, and that it 
tends to undermine their confidence in the goodwill and good intentions of Parlia- 
ment and the government at home? — That is their feeling, and it rather rests with 
you to remove that feeling. 

3838. I am sure that we will look to you to help in the removal of it, so far 
as you can? — I assure you that I will do my very best; but I expect this Committee 
and Parliament to mect us in a generous spirit. 

3839. Now you have very little confidence, I see, in the Secretary of State as 
a Court of Appeal as from the Government of India and the Legislature. Would 
you state why you would not trust the Secretary of State? — No. It is not that I do 
not trust the Secretary of State; that is not my point. It is nothing to do with the per- 
sonality of the Secretary of State at all; but any Secretary of State who is in that 
position cannot possibly overrule the government on the spot. When they put for- 
ward this formula that a particular measure is essential in the interests of good 
government, I say it would be very difficult for the Secretary of State for India to 
constitute a useful court of Appeal. 

3840. Would not the Secretary of State, if he were a man of statesmanlike 
temper and character, have courage to take his own line as between the disputants? 
— Yes. 

3841. And would he not have behind him the backing of Parliament? — 
b eo 

3842. After all, he would know that he is acting for Parliament; would you 
not trust him to arbitrate in a matter of this kind? — The only man who really 
showed himself so competent as that was Lord Morley, and it is not very often you 
gct a Secretary of State for India of that caliber, and even he had his difficulties. I 
know that. 

3843. Mr. Jinnah, you more than once, in your Memorandum, refer to the 
appointment of governors, and you insist upon the Governors appointed to India as 
being men taken from the public life of England. Now, docs not that imply a certain 
confidence in the arbitral quality, if I may use the word, of the Governor in his 
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temper and his attitude towards questions in dispute between various interests in 
India? You look upon public life, you admit, in England as qualifying a Governor 
for taking a fair view of things and an impartial view of things? — Not only an im- 
partial view but also he brings a fresh mind to bear upon the questions. 

3844, Take a man from the front rank of public life in England, do you not 
think that fact, by presumption, invests him with an arbitral capacity which would 
make him a good court of appeal in matters at issue between the Government of 
India and Parliament? — I do not follow your point exactly. 

3845, A Governor taken from the public life of England commends himself 
to you as an impartial person, a man capable of exercising a fair judgment and 
pronouncing a fair judgment between disputing elements? — Yes. 

3846. The Secrétary of State for India is chosen from the public life of 
England, and he is usually in the front rank of public men in England? -- Yes. 

3847. Does not that carry with it the presumption that he would fairly exer- 
cise his arbitral qualities in disputes between the Government of India and the 
Legislature; do you understand me? —I understand the question perfectly now. I 
am not disputing or questioning the desire and the intention of the Secretary of 
State for India, who undoubtedly will be one of the best men in public life in 
England, to do justice —I do not question that— but you cannot compare him with 
the Governor, for this reason; that the Governor will have a composite Govern- 
ment, one-half experts and one-half executive; the Governor will not be at 
Whitehall, but in Bombay, and in Madras, and so on, on the spot; he has got all the 
materials before him, he will have the views of many of the members of the Legisla- 
tive Council before him; and he is much better fitted by virtue of the materials 
before him to come to a right decision. 

3848. May it not be an advantage that he is 6,000 miles from the area of 
dispute, and will he not be abundantly supplied with material, such as documents, 
on which to exercise his judgment? The whole of the facts will be before him? — 
We are talking of the certificate now. The Government of India decide. Supposing 
you are asking the Government of India to decide to run a measure by certificate, 
are you going to wait until the mail arrives with the dispatches six weeks after- 
wards? Certainly not. They will wire the Secretary of State for India that a par- 
ticular measure is essential: “We want it certified; please give your consent.” That 
will be done by wire. How are you going to get all the materials to place before the 

Secretary of State? 

3849, We heard the other day of a decision which was given, and which 
took two years to arrive at? — That is by correspondence. 

3850. That does not imply very precipitate action. However, I think we 
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have exhausted that subject, and I do not press you further with it? —I think you 
know that there are certain urgent matters, and certain matters which are not ur- 
gent; some may wait for five years and others cannot wait for five days. 


3851. As to matters of transfer, you would like law and order to be trans- | 


ferred, would you not, in the Provinces? —In my opinion the Provinces are quite 
ripe for it, but—I make this but—I say I also realise, which has been forced upon 
me very emphatically, the announcement of His Majesty's Government of the 20th 
August, which speaks of the progressive realisation of responsible government. As 
a compromise I say: “Very well; if that has got to be carried out then police, justice 
and law can be reserved subjects.” I say that is also a primary function of the 
Government, and it is a very important thing, and I say: “I am willing that you 
should keep that to yourselves.” 

3852. I do not want to refer to any elements of discord in the past, but you 
remember probably three rather serious racial riots in Bombay in your time—I 
remember two in my time “Hindoo and Mohammedan riots— one in the late’80’s or 
early ’90’s, and one towards the end of the ’90’s? — That was long before my time; I 
was at school. 

3853. I am glad you are so young a man. Would it not be an advantage in 
the case of an occurrence of that kind if the maintenance of law and order were left 
with the executive side of the Government? —I do not think so, if you ask me, but I 
do not want to go into unpleasant matters, as you say. 

3854. It is with no desire to bring up old troubles that I ask the question; I 
would like to forget them?—? If you ask me, very often these riots are based on 
some misunderstanding, and it is because the police have taken one side or the 
other, and that has enraged one side or the other. I know very well that in the In- 
dian states you hardly ever hear of any Hindoo-Mohammedan riots, and I do not 
mind telling the Committee, without mentioning the name, that I happened to ask 
one of the ruling Princes, “How do you account for this?” and he told me, “As soon 
as there is some trouble we have invariably traced it to the police through the police 
taking one side or the other, and the only remedy we have found is that as soon as 
we come to know we move that police officer from that place, and there is an end of 
1G," 

3855. That is a useful piece of information, but the fact remains that these 
riots have been inter-racial, Hindoo on the one side and Mohammedan on the 
other. Would it be an advantage at a time like that that the Minister, the repre- 
sentative of one community or the other, should be in charge of the maintenance of 


law and order? — Certainly. eae © ee ee 


3856. It would? —If I thought otherwise I should be casting a reflection on 
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myself. If I was the Minister I would make bold to say that nothing would weigh 
with me except justice, and what is right. 

3857. I can understand that you would do more than justice to the other 
side; but even then there is what might to becalled the subjective side. It is not only 
that there is impartiality, but there is the view which may be entertained by the 
public, who may harbour some feeling of suspicion? — With regard to one section or 
the other, you mean they would feel that an injustice was done to them or that jus- 
tice would not be done? 

3858. Yes; that is quite apart from the objective part of it? -My answer is 
this: That these difficulties are fast disappearing. Even recently, in the whole dis- 
trict of Thana, Bombay, every officer was an Indian officer from top to bottom, and 
I do not think there was a single Mohammedan—they were all Hindoos—and I 
never heard any complaint. Recently that has been so. I quite agree with you that 
ten years ago there was that feeling what you are now suggesting to me, but it is fast 


‘disappearing. 


3859. I am aware that it is diminishing. I have seen that myself, and I am 
glad to hear that it is fast disappearing. the feeling in India with regard to this Bill 
has undergone a certain change since the Montagu-Chelmsford Report was issued, 
has it not?—I do not say that it has undergone a change, and I think there is some 
misunderstanding created here probably. there really, if I may say so, are two or 
three schools of thought with regard to those proposals. There is one school which 
is a moderate school and they say: “We are prepared to accept the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Report, whether the proposals are modified or not.” There is another 
school, which says: “No; we want complete responsible government in the Provin- 
ces and also responsible government in the Central Government.” There is third 
section, which is willing to have some more regard to the announcement of the 
20th of August, and they say: “Very well, there is a difficulty in asking for complete 
responsible government in the Provinces because of the announcement; therefore, 
if you like , as a matter of settlement to wait until we think we are ready for it, and 
some Provinces are certainly ready for it, keep police, law and order, and transfer 
the rest of the subjects or most of the subjects.” 

3860. But there were prominent people who at the beginning said the 
scheme was not worth the paper it was written upon, and they now take a much 
more favourable view of the Bill? —I think it was rather a hasty opinion to express 
on the proposals, which were just published then. the proposals did not call upon 
ls to reject them or to accept them, because they were really for our criticism and 
opinion, and I think there was a misunderstanding. 

3861. The Bill on closer acquaintance turns out to be a more liberal 
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measure than many people at the beginning were disposed to admit? — That is so 
with regard to a few—7?1 do not say many— ?because those who really understood | 


do not think disguised the fact that it was an advance, because even the Congress 


said so. 
MrAcland 


3862.1 have only one question, and it arises from what you said about the 
difficulty with some of the younger men in accepting the instalment of change and 
reform, which is represented in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report as being some- 
thing worth their while to co-operate with. Young men have been sometimes in 
favour of violent courses very likely during the whole of history, and certainly since 
the time of Rehoboam, which is about 3,500 years ago, and one is anxious that 
there should be no section of the population which is not prepared to cast in its jot 
with the change which will be made, even although they may being asked about that 
by Lord Crewe, you described in a way which impressed me, your feelings as the 
result of your experience, and you said that as the result of your experience of being 
permanently in a minority and so on, you had felt it certain that you were not doing 
your best work in that capacity, and that everything you did came to nothing, and, 
of course, you pointed out that that position was not quite parallel to the position of 
a minority in the British Parliament, because a minority in the British Parliament 
may always hope to be a majority some day, and I sit here as a representative of 
what is al present a very small minority in the British Parliament, which may hope 
to be a majority some day sooner or late? —I hope very soon. 

3863. I see your argument from that point of view, but is not that position 
of the younger men whom you perhaps represent, or used to represent, when you 
were younger, considerably modified by this fact that admittedly I think we are now 
at work on something which is intended to be only a Stage, and a stage which will 
be modified in a comparatively short number of years, as a reckoned in the 
development of a constitution, if not as reckoned in the development of a single 
human life. Do you not recognise that fact, that there may be further developments 
towards responsible government as being a reason which should influence the 
younger men to take their share in trying to make this stage which will follow the 
result of the recommendations of this Committee, whatever they may be, workable, 
putting their weight behind whatever may be done in the definite expectation that 
there will be development towards a further stage, not only in the Provincial 
Governments, but in the Central Government also. I understand what you said 
about your disagreement, with, I think, the expression of intention of the whole 
scheme, that there should be a progressive development, not only in the Provinces, 
but in the Centre; and do you not recognise that fact as the real test lying at the 
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base of all our work and all the intentions of the British government towards Indian 
constitutional developments? — Yes, in other words you asked me to have patience. 

3864. Certainly; just as I am having patience now? — May I answer that? 

3865. Please? — Of course, it is for this Committee and the Parliament to 
decide eventually as to what they are going to do. Which would you rather have? 
Enough draft has been made upon our patience. Remember the: Councils came 
into existence in 1892; there are some small reforms in 1909, and now, in 1919, we 
find with the Bill you now propose that we are practically in the same position. I am 
absolutely convinced —and I think I can convince you—that we are practically in 
the same position as the bill stands now. Which would you rather have? Would you 
rather have this: That we should wait for ten years, and allow a large poruon of our 
people to be dissatisfied? You cannot help it; it is not a thing that you can work like 
a machine; the human element comes in; do you expect us to allow a large body of 
our people to be dissatisfied and discontented? And remember, as I say, that they 
are men of position,. Take, for instance, the man of any position in life making a 
large income in Bombay Presidency or Madras Presidency, going to this Council, 
sacrificing his money, his convenience, his comforts, and everything, sitting in these 
sessions for two months, and he knows he cannot do anything!Can you get people 
to reconcile themselves to this position when we already have had an experience of 
it since 1909, at any rate, and you ask me now,“Mr. Jinnah, will you not have a little 
more patience, and wait another ten years?” My patience is exhausted, and I ask 
you to make the advance now; we are fit for it—we are ripe for it; make an advance 
in the Central Government, but proceed cautiously; I do not ask for anything but a 
cautious advance in the Central Government, but giving the Central Government a 
Government where the people of India will have a share. Do not keep us outside 
the ring as irresponsible people. Is it too much to ask this from Parliament? 


Chairman 


3866. You have answered that question very fully? — That is my opinion. 


MrAcland 


3867. Than you very much; I quite see your point of view, although it is not 
usual to answer a question by asking another? —I am only putting it to you in this 
way, that this is my answer. 

3868. I would just say this: Personally, at this stage of our deliberations, 
that 1 would rather accept what would be a stage in the development which seems 
to me likely to be almost certainly followed by a successive stage, and therefore 
leading on to further stages, than take a jump on to something else which may not 
be a success, and which may, therefore, not lead to further stages? — That 1 where 
we differ as to what is a big jump; you call it so, and I do not. 
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3869. I see your point of view, thank you. 
Duke of Northumberland 


3870. As representative of the Moslems of India, do you think the majority 
of Moslems in India agree with you about women’s suffrage, which, you say, you are 
in favour of? — Yes; and am very glad to tell you that not only the Moslems of India, 
but I have had an opportunity of meeting all the leaders who are in London now, 
and they all agreed with me. 

3871. You want Joint Sessions in the Central Government instead of the 
case of the Council of State alone for securing legislation considered essential by 
the Government; that is the case, is it not? — Yes. 

3872. Can you tell me what would be the position of the Viceroy if your 
Joint Sessins did not carry the legislation considered essential. Do you expect him 
to resign, or do you expect him to carry on with the full responsibility for peace, 
order, and good government without power to do what he considers essential? — 
We have given that power to the Viceroy that he can carry any legislation that he 
considers essential. if you will read my answer to No.11 you will find this is what 
we say. We first of all say that the reserved subjects shall be the army, navy, and 
foreign political relations between the Government of India. and other Powers ex- 
cept the relations with the colonies and dominions, including the declaration of war 
and entering into treaties on matters directly affecting the peace, tranquillity, and 
safety of the country, and that all other subjects shall be transferred. Therefore the 
Governor-General in Council, if he considers there is any matter which directly af- 
fects the peace, tranquillity and safety of the country can run a measure through by 
Certificate. the Governor-General in Council can if he gives a Certificate, place a 
measure before the Council of State without going to the Assembly; it can be 
passed, and it need not go to the Assembly; it becomes law; it is based on the Cer- 
tificate. 

3873. You speak of Fiscal Autonomy. Will you explain whether you meant 
by the term Tariff Autonomy for India, or did you mean complete control by the 
Legislative Assembly over the Budget? — Both. 

3874. Can you tell me which of the three Home Rule Leagues in Bombay 
you are President of? — I am President of the Branch of the All India Home Rule 
League in Bombay. 

3875. That is the Bombay branch? — No; the whole body, Mrs. Besant’s, in 
which Mrs. Besant is no more. | 

3876. I have one other question to ask. You have made it quite clear that 
you think this measure of self-government provided for in the Bill is wholly inade- 
quate, and that a very much Jarger measure of self-government ought to be intro- 
duced at once? — I do not say it is wholly adequate. — 
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3877. You think it is inadequate? — I think it is inadequate, certainly. 

3878, And that a much more extended measure should be passed at once? 
— Yes; and I think it will serve the object which we all have at heart in making a 
further advance if this Bill goes. 

3879, You think that the people of India would not be prepared to wait 
until yen years have elapsed, and there is a chance of getting this whole scheme 
revised? — I cannot tell you what the people of India will do. 

3880. Can you tell me what effect you think it will have on the agitation 
which is going on in India in favour of self- government, and which has been going 
on for some time past, if the Bill is introduced as it stands? — I am clearly of 
opinion that it will have a bad effect unless the Bill is modified. 

3881. That is to say, that so far from appeasing the agitation it will rather 
tend to increase it than otherwise? — It will certainly leave a great deal of dissatis- 
faction. I cannot say exactly, but there will be a tremendous amount of dissatisfac- 
tion because, as I have said, we have been expecting the transfer of powers from 
bottom to top, and there is a disappointment in the Bill because the future remains 


untouched. 


Lord Islington 


3882. You told us a good deal about your opinion on the Franchise. Would 
you say that India, as at present constituted, might have a certain portion of its 
population granted votes on other qualifications than that of being literate? — I 
think myself that it certainly does leave out a very large section which might be in- 
cluded in the electorate. 

3883. You think it leaves out a lot of sections which might have been in- 
cluded, and a section which could not be described as literate? — Even literates 
might be left out, because it is a property qualification. 

3884. That may be, but what I want to get at is this: You would say that 
there are people in India who, though they be not literate, have a sufficient interest 
in the welfare of the country to entitle them to a vote? — I think so, and I think they 
have a great deal of common sense. 

3886. People who have that kind of common sense which would justify 
them having a vote? — Yes; I was astonished when I attended a mecting of mill 
hands in Bombay when I heard some of the speeches, and most them were il- 
literates. 

3886. Would you like to see the Franchise extended in the direction of the 
industrial community being better represented than is at present suggested in the 
Southborough Committee proposals? — I think a certain number will get in as it is 
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now, in spite of what Mr. Wadia said. I listened to Mr. Wadia’s evidence. Of 
course, I fully sympathise with his point of view, but I would not like to disturb the 
Southborough recommendations at present. ; 

3887. You consider that they go far enough for the first stage? — I think 
they do, and I think it would bring in fairly good number of the industrial, or what 
you call the factory, workers. _ 

3886. You think a great many would be represented? — That is right. 

3889. You think the electorate goes far enough, but that the power of the 
Council does not go far enough with regard to those who are elected? — I am not 
opposed to extending the electorate, but I would rather not disturb it, that 1s all. 

3890. You would be satisfied with a restricted electorate, but you are total- 
ly dissatisfied with what you regard as the insufficient power in the Council? — Not 
totally, partially. 

3891. You have got to partially? — I think that is quite clear. 

3892. That is quite satisfactory. You said just now about the communal 
representation. I think in answer to Major Ormsby-Gore, that you hoped in a very 
few years you would be able to extinguish communal representation, which was at 
present proposed to be established and is established in order that Mahommedans 
may have their representation with Hindoos. You said you desired to see that. How 
soon do vou think that happy state of affairs is likely to be realised? — I can only 
give you certain facts; I cannot say anything more/than that I can give you this, 
which will give you some idea; that in 1913, at the All-India Muslim League Ses- 
sions at Agra, we put this matter to the test whether separate electorates should be 
insisted upon or not by the Mussulmans, and we got a division is based upon 
Province; only a certain number of votes represent each Province, and the division 
came to 40 in favour of doing away with the separate electorate, and 80 odd — Ido 
not remember the exact number — were for keeping the separate electorate. That 
was in 1913. Since then I have had many opportunities of discussing this matter with 
various Mussulman leaders, and they are changing their angle of vision with regard 
to this matter. I cannot give you the periods, but I think it cannot last very long. Per- 
haps the next Inquiry may hear something about it. | 

3893. You think at the next Inquiry, the Mahommedans will ask to be ab- 
sorbed into the whole? — Yes, I think the next Inquiry will probably hear some- 
thing about it. 

3894. You think that is the view of a large number of your fellow repre- 
sentative Mahommedans? — Not at present; at present are in a minority. 

3895. One word as to the Provincial proposals you have made. You have 
urged very strongly that, as far as the Provinces are concerned, there should be 
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autonomy, and that this proposal of partial transfer is inadequate; you want to see 
all the services transferred to the constitutional system? Except police, law and jus- 
tice. That is what the Government of India have practically accepted. 

3896. What would that entail with regard to the personnel of the Central 
Provincial Government? — You would be very nearly extinguished in the European 
element straight away, would you not? — In what — in.the Council? 

3897. Yes? — There would be one member, and at present there will be 
one only. Under the Bill there would be one European member and that one would 
be in charge of the police, law and justice. 

3898. Not necessarily one; there may be two? — There may be — I know 
the provision is for four; but I do not think it is likely. We never have had more than 
three. 

3899. You would have the law and order in the hands of the European 
member of the Executive, and all the others in the hands of the Indian Minister? — 
Yes; | : 
3900. In answer to the question, you seemed to accept and approve the 
suggestion that the Provincial Government has a relation to the Government of 
India? — As recommended by the Southborough Committee certain powers are 
given to the Government of India. 

3901. The parts which come under the reserved category? — The trans- 
ferred category; they have got some powers. 

3902. But they have a much more remote character? — True. 

3903. You consider that those powers which would be entrusted to the 
higher authority over Provincial Governments can better be represented as Par- 
liamentary control by the Government of India than they could be by a Secretary of 
State? — Your Lordship mentions? 

3904. You will try to have Parliamentary control, and I am talking of those 
services which remain reserved and those which are responsible to Parliament as 
distinct from being transferred services, which are to be responsible to the Legisla- 
tive Council. I ask you, which you consider is the most accurate channel of Par- 
liamentary control — the Government of India or the Secretary of State? — I 
prefer the Secretary of State for India. 

3905. You would prefer the Secretary of State for India; could you give 
briefly your reasons? — For this reason: That if his Council is abolished (otherwise 
it would not make much difference) I think he would be free from a certain amount 
of what I call the settled views surrounding him and I think he would be able to 
bring a fresh mind to bear upon it. That is the only difference. | 

3906. You said you were anxious to sce certain powers granted to the 
Central Legislative Council, and you laid great stress upon that, and I think you 
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said, in answer to a question just now, that, amongst those questions you set store 
by was the power over the Budget? — Yes. 

3007. You would like the Central Budget of India to be handed over to the 
Representative Assembly? — No; not the Budget handed over. 

3008. You said the Budget just now? — But, you see, it will be the same as 
the Provinces — similar to what you have in the Provinces. There would be the 
transferred and reserved subjects in the Central Government, and the Budget will 
be subject to the same procedure as in the Provinces. 

3909. You do not suggest that the power on the part of the Viceroy and his 
Council should be removed to raise money for the services for defence and order of 
the country? — No; I said that would be a reserved subject. 

3910. They are to be reserved subjects. They are also to have full power to 
raise the money to maintain them? — Yes; because he will have the power. If they 
are reserved subjects it really foltows. 

3911. You have put very emphatically this point about the Central Govern- 
ment, and it has not been discussed, either in the Joint Report or in any of the sub- 
sequent Reports, but we have had several witnesses who have advocated the same 
position as yourself. Are you in a position to tell us the services which you would 
like to see handed over to the constitutional system in the Central Government? — 
As a matter of fact — this question has got more or less out of the arena of discus- 
sion. 

3912. You very emphatically argued this this morning; you said that India 
would not be satisfied unless something was done in this direction, and now I want 
to take you a stage further. You have given us a broad statement; you are prepared 
with the detail? — Unless I know exactly how the various departments are worked 
it will not be possible for me to submit a scheme before you. I must know how the 
departments are worked. The whole thing is going to be so much altered; for in- 
stance, take the devolution of subjects from the Central to the Provinces, what will 
be left is the balance, and what is to be done with the balance? 

3913. We have got that quite clearly: we have the line of demarcation be- 
tween the Provinces and the Central Government. You have advocated very strong- 
ly that you should divide those subjects in the Central Government into transferred 
and reserved, and I presumed that, taking up the very strong attitude you have 
taken up with regard to that, you would have gone a little further and satisfied your- 
self as to the services you would like to see transferred? — I cannot do that for this 
reasons, that unless I know the balance of departments left in the Central Govern- 
ments, how they are going to be reorganised, I cannot answer. 

3914. You know the balance? — I do not know how they are to be rcor- 
ganised. It is a very difficult thing to submit a scheme of this kind unless you know 
the inner working of the administration; I am not of the administration but my 
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answer is, first, that at some stage I hope that responsibility is going to be intro- 
duced into the Central Government, and | take it that it would not be with one 
bound. How would you do it then? 

3915, I know that you are asking me that question; I started by asking you? 
_— Unless I know the working of the administration, unless I have access to the 
papers of the Indian Government I cannot answer or suggest a scheme. 

3916. Up to now you have not got further than advocating it as a bad prin- 
ciple? — I cannot go further, because I have not got the materials. I can only guess. 


Lord Sinha 


3917. I want to confine myself to the Bill and to ascertain if I can whether I 
have understood your evidence correctly without adjectives and without reasons. 
Do I understand this to be the effect of your evidence? First, you think the an- 
nouncement of the 20th August is not only consistent with, but absolutely requires 
the introduction of the element of responsibility in some measure into the Central 
Government; but you are not prepared to put forward a scheme with regard to that 
because that has not been thoroughly investigated? — I have not access to the 
materials I should like to have, namely, what is behind. 

3918, Secondly, so far as the Provinces are concerned, it is your opinion 
that it would be possible to have complete responsible government for some, if not 
all, of the Provinces; and thirdly, in any case the only subjects which need to be 
reserved in the advanced Provinces are law and order and justice; and you and 
those you represent are prepared to acquiesce in the arrangement for diarchy so 
far as the Provinces are concerned? — Yes. 

3919. May I take it that your view is that, although that would not be com- 
pletely satisfactory to all parties in India, every party would try locally to develop 
and work whatever scheme the Joint Committee may work out: may I take that? — 
I did not catch that. 

3920. Every party would try loyally to develop whatever scheme the Joint 
Committee of Parliament might work out? — I think all the thoughtful people in 
India, however much they might be dissatisfied and discontented and disappointed 
would certainly make an effort to do the best they could under the circumstances. 

3921. To make the best of whatever powers are proposed to be conferred, 
with a view to obtaining further powers later on? — Every thoughtful man would do 
that. 

3922. May I take it that is your view of the situation, because you have been 
asked a lot of things about what you think is-going to happen, and I am putting it to 
you whether you do not think this is what is going to happen —?— I apprehend 
trouble — I honestly do — unless you meet this strong volume of opinion for a fur- 
ther advance in the Provinces and the Central Government I think you will not 
satisfy the people of India; I frankly say that before the Committee. 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE AND KHILAFAT AND OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE 


Concern of the Mussalmans of India 


A deputation of the All-India Muslim League went to London to place 
before the British Prime Minister, The Rt. Hon’ble David Lloyd George, the view- 
point of the Mussalmans of India over the dismemberment of the Turkish ter- 
ritories, position of the Khilafat and Muslim holy places. The leader of the deputa- 
tion, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, wrote the following letter dated September 4, 1919 to Mr. 
Lloyd George. 

“I beg to forward herewith a Memorandum on behalf of the deputation of 
the All-India Muslim League. At the head of the deputation I am authorised to 
request you to grant me a private interview so that I may be able to place the point 
of view of the Mussalmans of India which cannot be properly placed before you 
through the medium of pen and inks. 

Of course we know that you are very busy and your time is precious; but a 
short interview may bear some fruit and we trust that your time will not be wasted, 
and hence we have taken the liberty. 

Any time that may suit you, I shall be glad to wait on you.” 

The following is the text of the Memorandum, dated August 27, 1919: 

We the undersigned Members of the All-India Muslim League Deputa- 
tion, beg to place before you the following representation on behalf of the Mussal- 
mans of India. 

(2) Many memorials and representations from various bodies have already 
been sent to you, we will not, therefore, so far as possible, repeat the same grounds 
but confine ourselves to the feelings and sentiments of Muslims in India, regarding 
the future of the Oltoman Empire. 
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(3) For generations past the Muslims of India generally have recognised 
the Khilafat of the House of Osman and Constantinople as Darul-Islam and 
Khilafat (the seat of Islam and the Khilafat). For many centuries the Sultan of 
Turkey has been recognised as the Servant of Holy Places of Islam and their Cus- 
todian, by all the Muslims of the world, including the Shareefs of Mecca. Whenever 
Turkey has been in trouble a reaction of it has been felt in India, and the Muslims 
have done all to help the Sultan of Turkey as the head of Islam, to maintain his 
spiritual and temporal honour and position. More than once the Government of 
India itself encouraged the Muslims in that sympathy. The greater the danger for 
Turkey the more concerned Muslims have felt, so much so that in modern times, 
during the Balkan Wars, Muslims of India organized a Red Crescent fund for 


Turkey at a very great cost. 
(4) The relations between the Muslims of India and the Sultan of Turkey 


have always been a recognised and established fact. As late as the 27th January 


1909 when a deputation of the London Muslim League waited upon Lord Morley, 
the then Secretary of State for India, his reply contained these words: 

“I know very well that if any injustice, any suspicion ‘that were capable of 
being unjust to Mohammedans in India’, would certainly have a very severe and 
injurious reaction in Constantinople.” 

Not only during the war, but even after the armistice, His Excellency the 
Viceroy, on behalf of the Secretary of State for India, assured the Mussalmans of 
India in reply to the resolutions passed by the All-India Muslim League in Decem- 
ber last in these words: 

“As regards the Khilafat, His Majesty’s Government adhere, as they have 
throughout adhered, to their public pronouncement that the question of the 
Khilafat is one that solely affects Muslims and is, therefore, one that must be 
decided by Muslims themselves without interference.” 

As the anxiety of the Mussalmans of India was mainly as to the position of 
their Khilafa, they were comforted by the promises of the Secretary of State for 
India by which they understood that the status of their Khilafa would be left unhurt, 
and he would continue to remain the servant and custodian of the Holy Places of 
Islam as well as that his seat at Constantinople would not be disturbed. 

(5) On Sth January, 1918, you, Sir, spoke “not merely the mind of the 
Government, but of the nation and of the Empire as a whole” that: 

“Nor are we fighting...to deprive Turkey of its capital, or of the rich and 
renowned lands of Asia Minor and Thrace, which are predominantly Turkish in 
race....We do not challenge the maintenance of the Turkish Empire in the 
homelands of the Turkish race with its capital at Constantinople.” 
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Now that victory has been achieved, to which the Muslim blood and money 
have contributed not a little, the Muslims have a right to claim that nothing will be 
done to whittle down or alter the pledge you gave to the world generally and 
Muslims in particular in the above words. | 

(6) In this connection we take the liberty to remind you that when the war 
broke out, the message sent by the King to the princes and peoples of India con- 
tained the following words:- 

“Had I stood aside when, in defiance of pledges to which my Kingdom was 
a party, the soil of Belgium was violated and her cities laid desolate...I should have 
sacrificed my honour....Paramount regard for treaty, faith and the pledged words of 
rulers and peoples is the common heritage of England and India.” 

Indians have a right to claim that “paramount regard” shall now be paid to 
the “pledged words” to which India was a “party” 

“(7) We beg to submit that the occupation of Smyrna by the Greeks is a 
direct encroachment upon these pledged words and it has caused great anxiety and 
resentment among the Muslims because of that, and also because of the massacres 
of their co- religionists committed by the Greeks there, before the very eyes of the 
British men-of-war. | 

(8) As regards the non-Turkish portions of the Ottoman Empire, we un- 
derstand that the Muslim population preponderates in all of them, including Ar- 
menia and most of them contain the sacred places and shrines of Muslims, The 
world of Islam is agreed that they should remain in Muslim possession as before the 
war, which would be quite in accord with the reiterated avowal of the Entente 
Powers when they sought the help and co-operation of Muslim nations that their 
war aims were <ntirely free from territorial ambitions and religious aspirations and 
that the Muslira Holy lands will be “immune from attack and molestation”. The 
views of expert Muslim religious leaders and their Fatwas expressing the necessity 
under the constitution of Islam of keeping the whole of the Jazirat-ul-Arab free 
from every non-Muslim control or interference, either direct or indirect, have al- 
ready been submitted to the Viceroy of India, and we beg to draw, Sir, your earnest 
attention to them. What has happened lately in the Hedjaz as regards the Wahabi 
activities, has convinced the Muslims still further that the Sultan of Turkey alone is 
the Sovereign, fit to be the Defender of the Faith and the Custodian of the Holy 
Places. The Muslims will never tolerate any non-Muslim interference in any shape 
or form even if it be to protect Muslim sacred places. 

(9) With great respect but with sincere earnestness, we beg to point out, 
Sir, that the reply given by the Council of Tenat Paris to the Ottoman Memoran- 
dum has caused a great disappointment to the Muslims. Instead of answering the 
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Ottoman delegation and the Muslim world, that the “pledged words” of the British 
Prime Minister and the President of the United States of America shall be 
scrupulously honoured and the views of the Muslims of the world, particularly of 
the seventy two millions of India shall be fully respected, and due regard shall be 
paid to the demands of the constitution of Islam. It seems to hint that the only 
Muslim Empire in Europe will be curtailed still further and Islam and its followers 
will be relegated to a very low and insignificant position among the religious and 
ruling nations of the world. The disappointment is felt greater because the Muslims 
of India are fully convinced that Great Britain was not only the Chief factor in 
securing the victory against Turkey, but has also otherwise a paramount influence 
in settling the question of the Ottoman Empire. We need not add that if Great 
Britain becomes a party in reducing H.I.M. the Sultan of Turkey and the Khalifa of 
the Muslim world to the status of a petty sovereign, the reaction in India will be 
colossal and abiding. 

(10) We conclude by submitting that statesmanship can find means of 
securing permanently “the life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity to 
autonomous development” of the subject nationalities of the Ottoman Empire 
without taking recourse to its dismemberment, without giving the military victory a 
religious character or making it a sign of the triumph of one religion over the other 
and without inflicting humiliation and dishonour on Islam. 














THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTIONS PASSED 
AT THE TWELFTH SESSIONS OF THE 
ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE AT AMRITSAR 
ON THE 29TH, 30TH AND 31ST DECEMBER 1919. 


I, That the All India Muslim League tenders its homage to the person and 
throne of His Majesty the King-Emperor and assures him of the steadfast and 
continued loyalty of the Mussulman community of India. 


(From the Chair) 


II. That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League places on record its 
sense of the deep loss which the community has sustained by the sad and untimely 
death of the late Sheik Mohammad Umar, Bar-at-Law, of Amritsar and Secretary, 
Anjuman Taraqgi-i-Talim Mussulmanan, Amritsar. 


(From the Chair) 


I. That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League expresses its sense 
of deep grief at the sad and untimely demise of the late Nawab Syed Mohammad of 
Madras. 


(From the Chair.) 
IV. That the Report of the Honorary Secretary be adopted. 


Proposed by:— Dr. M. A. Ansari of Delhi. 
Seconded by:—M. Shukat Ali of Lucknow. . 


V. This Session of the All-India Muslim League, while thanking H.E. the 
Governor of Bombay for announcing in Council the strict neutrality of the Govern- 
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ment in religious matters and in further issuing a public warning to that effect, 
strongly urges the necessity of a sifting inquiry by H. E.’s Government into the 
complaints of improper conduct of certain Sindh Officials in connection with the 
Khilafat Question. 


Proposed by:—Agha Mohamed Safdar Of Sialkot. 
Seconded by:— Moulvi Md. Akram Khan Of Calcutta. 
Supported by: — Malik Lal Mohamed Of Gujranwala. 


VI. That in view of the strong desire of the Muslim community to have 
definite provisions for the protection of its interests, this League urges upon the 
Government that the following safeguards be adopted in the forthcoming reforms. 


(a) Mussulmans should be adequately represented in the public ser- 
vices of the country. 

(b) Mussulmans should have representation on Government Univer- 
sities in the same proportion as the representation accorded to 
Mussalmans on the Legislative Council in .the Province con- 
cerned, may be. 

(c) Urdu language and Persian character should be maintained in 
courts and public offices in those Provinces where they are in 
vogue, and Urdu should be employed as medium of primary 
education in the aforesaid Provinces. 

(d) | That Mussulmans should be afforded facilities, protection and 
help in the observance and performance of their religious rites, 
ceremonies and usages without any restriction. 


Proposed by :—Mr. Masudul Hasan of Muradabad. 
Seconded by :—M. Fazlur Rahman of Behar. 
Supported by :—M. Noor Mohamed of Behar and Syed 
Jalib of Lucknow. 


VII. The All-India Muslim League resolves that the All-India Congress 
Committee be asked to appoint a Committee, at an early date, to confer with a 
Committee of the Council of the League, in order to arrive at an understanding on 
questions arising out of the Reform Act 1919 and the demand for complete 
Responsible Government. 


Proposed by: — Syed Zahur Ahmad of Lucknow. 
Seconded by: — Dr. M.A. Ansari of Dethi 


VIII. This meeting of the All-India Muslim League places on record its 
deep-seated belief that the new era ushered in by the gracious Royal Proclamation 
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can not bear fruit unless and until full liberty of thought and expression is granted 
to the people of India and the various restrictions placed on that liberty by the 


manner in which the Press Act has been and is being administered and the various - 


other obstacles placed upon Indian journalism in general and Muslim journalists in 
particular are immediately removed. 


Proposed by:— SYED JALIB of Lucknow. 
Seconded by:— CHOUDHRI GHULAM HAIDER KHAN. 


IX. This meeting of the All-India Muslim League is of opinion that with a 
view to reciprocate the good feelings shown towards the Mussulmans by their 
Hindu brethren and to strengthen the growing unity between them, Mussulmans of 
India should on the occasion of the Bakrid festival substitute as far as possible the 
sacrifice of other animals in place of cows. 


Proposed by: — Dr. M. A. Ansan, of Delhi. 
Seconded by: — Mr. Tasadduq Ahmad Khan Sherwani of Aligarh. 


X. That the All-India Muslim League voicing the Muslim public opinion 
adheres to the principle of separate representation for the Muslim community, and 
strongly urges upon Government the immediate necessity of applying the said prin- 
ciple to local bodies in “provinces”. 

| XI. That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League urges on the atten- 
tion of the Government of India the imperative necessity of repealing the Press Act, 
the Defence of India Act, and the Rowlatt Act. 


(From the Chair.) 


XII. The All-India Muslim League representing eighty million Musalman 
subjects of His Imperial Majesty, King George V. Emperor of India expresses its 
sense of gratitude for the spirit in which the Royal Proclamation has been ad- 
dressed to the princes and people of India on the occasion of giving Royal assent to 
the Government of India Act 1919. 

The League trusts that the rights of the Indian people to direct their own 
affairs and safeguard their interests without which the progress of the country can 
not be consummated will be secured era long under His Majesty’s loving sympathy, 
and earnestly joins in His Majesty’s prayer that India may grow to the fulness of 
political, freedom in the near future. 

Further the League feels confident that the royal act of clemency in grant- 
ing general amnesty to political prisoners and detenues would go far to remove “the 
bitterness existing between the people and those responsible for the Government of 
the Country.” 
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And lastly, the League assures His Imperial Majesty of the cordial and 
hearty welcome which the people of India would accord to His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, during his visit to their country in the coming winter. 


(From the Chair.) 


XIII. That in view of the fact that the enquiry in the Punjab disturbances is 
yet pending, this meeting of the All-India Muslim League refrains from expressing 
its opinion in the matter at this stage, but cannot help drawing the serious attention 
of the British Parliament to the shocking disclosures made by General Dyer in his 
evidence before the Hunter Committee in the hope that Parliament will take early 
steps to see that justice and the British reputation for fairness are fully vindicated. 


Proposed by:— Hon’ble-Syed Raza Ali of Allahabad. 
Seconded by:— Mr. Mumtaz Husain of Lucknow. 


XIV. That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League is of opinion that 
in view of the admission made by General Dyer in his statement before the Hunter 
Committee, he is not fit to remain in command and should be immediately relieved 
of his duty as a preliminary to legal proceedings being taken against him. 

This meeting of the League is further of opinion that the entire policy of 
Sir Michael O’Dwayer is under enquiry and in view also of the fact that he ap- 
proved of General Dyer’s cold blooded and calculated massacre in the Jallianwala 
Bagh, he should be relieved of his connection with the Army Commission as a 
preliminary to legal proceedings being taken against him. 


Proposed by:— The Hon’ble M.Abul Kasim of Burdwan. 
Seconded by:— Maulvi Md.Yaqub of Moradabad. 
Supported by:— Maulvi Alf Din of Cambellpur 


XV. This meeting of All-India Muslim League is of opinion that His Excel- 
lency Lord Chelmsford has forfeited the confidence of all sections of the Indian 
population and that he should immediately be recalled from India. 


Proposed by:— Mr. Mumtaz Husain of Lucknow. 
Seconded by:— Chaudhri Khaliq-uz-Zaman, of Lucknow. 


XVI. This meeting of the All-India Muslim League expresses its deep 
disappointment at the disregard, shown by the British Government to the repeated 
representations made by Indian Mussulmans through their representatives in 
England and India regarding the question of Khilafat, the Holy Places and Jazirat- 


—ul-Arab, and feels constrained to express that no settlement, contemplating the 


dismemberment of Turkey would ever satisfy the Indian Mussulmans but keep 
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them in a state of perpetual dissatisfaction and discontent, for the grave consequen- 
ces of which they shall not be responsible. Under these circumstances the Mussul- 
mans would be fuily justified to carry on all the possible methods of constitutional 
agitation open to them, including a boycott of the British Army, if it is likely to be 
used outside India for Imperial and anti-Islamic purposes. 


Proposed by:— Pecr Syed Mohmad Fazal Shah Sajjadanashin of Jalalpur Shareef 
(Jhelum). 

Seconded by:— Moulana Muhammad Fakhir of Allahabad. 

Supported by:— Moulana Hasrat Mohani of Aligarh. 


XVII. That this meeting of the All-India Muslim League shares with all the 
Muslim world the belief that His Imperial. Ottoman Majesty Sultan Waheed-ud- 
deen Mohammad is the recognised Khalifa of Islam and places on record its deep 
seated and unshakeable devotion to the sacred person of His Imperial Majesty as 
successor of the prophet and the head of Islam. This meeting further resolves that a 
message conveying spiritual homage of the Musalmans of India be transmitted to 
the khilafa, through proper channel. 


Proposed by:— Moulana Sanauulah of Amritsar. 
Seconded by:— The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Qasim of Burdwan. 


XVIII. The All-India Muslim League expresses its deep sympathy with the 
political aspirations of the nationalists of Egypt to get the principle of self-deter- 
mination applied to their country in accordance with the terms of the Peace-Con- 
ference and is grieved at the methods adopted to thwart their ambitions. 


Proposed by:— Mr. A. Jamid of Sindh. 
Seconded by:— Chaudhari Khaliquzzaman of Lucknow. 


XIX. That in the opinion of the All-India Muslim League the time has 
come when the Indian Muslims should make a determination to use only such piece 
goods as are manufactured in India. 


Proposed by:— Maulana Hasrat Mohani of Aligarh. 
Seconded by:— Dr. Abdul Kareem of Benares. 


XX. In view of the fact that full effect has not yet been given to the gencral 
amnesty clause of the gracious Proclamation of His Majesty the King Emperor and 
that the persons in the Punjab tried by the Martial Law Commissioners, the sum- 
mary_courts, the area officers and the tribunals constituted under the Defence of 
India Act, the detenues and deportees have not been released, this meeting of the 
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All India-Muslim League expresses its earnest hope and trusts that the fullest effect 
will immediately be given to the letter and spirit of the Royal Command. 


(From the chair.) 


XXI. While fully appreciating the labours of the Right Hon’ble Samuel 
Edwin Montague the Secretary of State for India in connection with the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1919 the All-India Muslim League deeply regrets that full 
responsible Government, for which India is fit, has been withheld both in the 
Central and in the Provincial Government and that the principle of self- determina- 
tion has not been applied to her in accordance with her demands. 

It therefore considers the Reforms indequate and unsatisfactory, and 
trusts Parliament will establish full responsible Government in India at the earliest 
opportunity. In the meantime the League calls upon Indians to demonstrate their 
capacity for complete Self-Government by availing themselves of such opportunity 


as is now offered to them in the reforms recently enacted, which the League recog- 


nises to be a definite step towards the goal of full responsible Government. 


Proposed by:— Mr. Barkat Ali (of Lahore). 
Seconded by:— Dr. M.A. Ansari (of Delhi). 


XXII. That the following amendments be made in the Constitution and — 


Rules of-the League. 

(a) in Section 2 (b) add ‘religious’ after ‘political’. 

(b) for Section 3 (a) substitute the following. 

(a) A Musalman and is a resident of British India or of any of the 
feudatory States of India or of any other part of the British 
Empire provided that in the last case he has not been out of 
India continuously for five years. 

(c) in Section 3 (c) omit ‘Literate (but)’. 

(d) in Section 5 for the existing proviso substitute the following viz. 
provided that the applicant shows sufficient cause as to why he is 
not a member of a Provincial Muslim League. 

(e) for Section 7 substitute the following. 

“If the subscription of a member be in arrears for over a year, the 
Honorary Secretary shall give him notice to pay, and if he fails to pay 
within a month after such notice he shall be liable to have his name 
removed from the list of members by a resolution to that effect passed 
by the Council of the League.” 

(f) ‘n Section 9 for “12 to 20” substitute “20 to 50.” 

(g) at the end of Section 10 add “provided that no person shall hold 
an office of the League for more than two terms consecutively.” 
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(h) in Section 12 rule 1, substitute 300 for 150 

(i) In Section 12 rule 2, double all the figures, and sub- divide the 
figure against Central Provinces and Berar as follows viz. C P. 5, 
Berar 3. 

(j) In Section 13 substitute 12 for 20, and for the second sentence 
thereof substitute the following. 

“If the subscription of a member be in arrears for over a year, the 
Honorary Secretary shall give him notice to pay, and if he fails to pay 
within a month after such notice he shall be liable to have his name 
removed from the list of members by a resolution to that effect passed 
by the Council of the League. 

(k) The following section shall be added viz. Section 40. The 
delegates of all affiliated bodies shall be entitled to 

take part and vote at annual meetings of the League 

if they were members, on payment of a fee of Rs. 10 each. 

(1) Add the following proviso to section 20 viz ‘provided further that 
the above proviso and the requirement of a quorum shall not 
apply to adjourned meeting. 

(m) In section 25 add delegates’ after ‘received from’. 

(n) At the end of section 37 add the following proviso. 

“Provided that all appointments carrying a salary of over Rs. 50 a 
month shall be subject to the sanction of the Council. 

(0) The following section shall be added. — Section 41. At each An- 
nual Meeting a Subjects Committee to revise and adopt the 
resolutions to be put forward for its consideration, shall be 
formed so as to include all the members of the Council, and the 
representatives elected by the members of the League who are 
not members of the Council and the delegates for each Province 
jointly provided that the number of such elected representatives 


for any Province shall not exceed one-half of the maximum num- . 


ber fixed for the Council from that Province. 
XXIII. That the following office bearers be elected viz. 


(a) President. -Mohammed Ali Jinnah Esq., Bar-at-law, of Bombay. 

(b) Honorary Secretary — Syed Zahur Ahmad, Vakil High Court, of 
Lucknow. 

(c) Honorary Joint Secretary — Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman, Vakil High 
Court of Lucknow, and M. Masudul. Hasan Esq. Bar-at- Law of 
Moradabad. = oie Je — 
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| THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTIONS. 
PASSED AT THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE 
ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE AT NAGPUR 
ON THE 30TH AND 31ST DECEMBER 1920. 


I. That the All-India Muslim League deeply deplores the sad demise of the 
late Sheikhul-Hind Maulana Mahmud-ul-Hasan Sahib of Deoband whose sacrifices 
and selfless devotion in the cause of Islam and the country had endeared him to the 
community, and whose fearless and unequivocal exposition of the Shariat at the 
most critical period of Muslim history, patient sufferings in the far off prison of 
Malta in the cause of religion and simplicity and purity of life, have left a great 
legacy to Muslim India: and the League offers its heart-felt condolence to the 
bereaved family of the Maulana and prays that God will give him rest in heaven. 


(From the Chair.) 


II. That the All India Muslim League expresses its deep sorrow on the 
sudden demise of Mr. Mumtaz Husain, Bar-at-Law, of Lucknow, who had en- 
deared himself to the Muslim community by his untiring zeal for the cause of 
Khilafat and in whom the country has lost an able advocate, an honest patriot and a 
devoted worker and the League expresses its sympathy with the bereaved family. 


(From the Chair.) 


III.(a) That the All India Muslim League reaffirms the resolution passed 
at its special session in Calcutta regarding non-violent non- 
cooperation. 

(b) The League places on record its satisfaction at the progress the 
Non-co-operation movement has made generally and in particular 
at the boycott of the Councils by the Nationalists and at the 
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refusal to exercise their. right of voting by the vast majority of the 
electors of the various constituencies established under the 
Reform Scheme: and in view of the unmistakable attitude of the 
electors, the League calls upon those who have secured seats on 
the various Councils in direct opposition to the will of the elec- 
tors to resign their seats and in the case of those who fail to do 
so, the League advises the electors to have no political connection 
whatsoever with the so-called representatives. 

(c) The League also expresses its sense of appreciation of the 
response made to the call of duty by the youth of India and while 
emphasising the absolute necessity of the immediate severance of 
all connection with Government or Government-aided Colleges 
and Schools, calls upon the owners and trustees of all the educa- 
tional institutions, to forthwith give up Government aid and dis- 
affiliate themselves from Government recognised Universities: 
and the League at the same time requests parents and guardians 
to withdraw their sons and wards from Government aided or con- 
trolled institutions, without any further delay; and it also calls 
upon adult students to withdraw from such institutions. a 

(d) The League further urges upou the lawyers. and the litigants to 
immediately boycott Government Courts and to establish, en- 
courage and popularise Arbitration Courts. 3 

(c) Lastly the League exhorts the people of India to encourage the 
Indian industries by the exclusive use of Swadeshi goods and by 
establishing home industries. 


Proposed by:— Hakim Ajmal Khan of Delhi 

Seconded by:— Tasuddug Ahmed Khan Sherwani of Aligarh . 

Supported by:— Maulana Azad Subhani of Cawnpore and Moulvi Shamsuddin 
Ahmed of Bengal. 


IV. While reaffirming the resolution passed by the League at the Amritsar 
session regarding the Cow sacrifice, and exhorting the Musalmans of India to con- 
tinue unabated their earnest efforts in that direction, the All India Muslim League 
appeals to its Hindu brethren to refrain from securing legislative or other compul- 
sory measures which it fears would only add to the difficulties of the situation. 

V. That rule 2 of the All India Muslim League be amended so as to read as 
follows. The objects of the All India Muslim League shall be: — . 

(a) the attainment of Swaraj by the people of India by all peaceful 

and legitimate means; 


(b) to protect and advance the political, religious-and_other rights 


and interests of the Indian Musalmans; 





Muslim-League Session At Nagpur 


(e) to promote friendship and union between the Musalmans and 
other communities of India; 

(d) to maintain and strengthen brotherly relations between the Mus- 
salmans of India and those of other countries. 


Proposed by:— Maulana Mohamed Ali of Aligarh 

Seconded by:— Mr. Muhamad Husain of Meerut 

Supported by:— Mr. Khaliq-uzzaman of Lucknow, Hakim Ajmal Khan of Delhi, 
Moulvi Majeed Bakhsh of Bengal 


VI. That the All India Muslim League expresses its deep sense of ap- 
preciation at the work done by the Khilafat Delegation in Europe under the in- 
trepid and able leadership of Maulana Mohamed Ali, than whom a more 
courageous, outspoken and withat moderate and correct interpreter of the Muslim 
obligations and Indian sentiments could not be found. 

(From the Chair.) 

VII. That having regard to the fact that the Esher Committee Report has 
unmistakably expressed the capitalistic and Imperialistic designs of the British 
statesmen by suggesting the utilisation of Indian manhood for the aggressive policy 
of British conquests, the All India Muslim League exhorts the people to save their 
soldiery from moral-degradation by increasing their effort for the attainment of 
Swaraj at the earliest possible date. 


Proposed by: Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlu of Amritsar. 
Seconded by: Abdul Bari Mohamed Saqi of Behar. 


VII. That the All India Muslim League while disapproving the action of 
the trustees of those educational institutions which have not given up Government 
aid and have not disaffiliated themselves from the Government Universities, places 
on record its appreciation of the whole-hearted response to the call of duty made 
by the Nadvat-al-Ulama at considerable financial sacrifice setting a noble example 
for other institutions to follow. 


(From the Chair.) 

IX. That in view of the numerous prosecutions of national workers by the 
Government, the application of the Seditious Meetings Act to various places in the 
Punjab and Delhi and the suppression of Volunteer organisations, the All India 
Muslim League feels confident that the determination of the people of India would 
continue undaunted to pursue the path marked out for the emancipation of their 
country. 7 


Proposed by: Mohammad Habib Shah Saheb of Lahore. 
Seconded by: Agha Mohammad Safdar Saheb of Sialkot. 
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X. That the All India Muslim League advises the owners, trustees and 
managing boards of all Muslim educational institutions, religious or otherwise, to 
immediately start technical classes with a view to encourage home industries, par- 
ticularly weaving and spinning. 


Proposed by: Maulana Hasrat Mohani of Cawnpore. 
Seconded by: Mr. Moazzam Ali of Moradabad. 


XI. That in view of the fact that the Indian National Congress, All India 
Muslim-League the Sikh League, the Khilafat Conference, and other public bodies 
have declared their determination to attain Swaraj and in view of the fact that the 
alliance of neighbouring states with Great Britain is conceived not as a plan for the 
protection of Indians but for strengthening the British hold on India and in view of 
the fact that Indians have no quarrel with Afghanistan, and in as much as Great 
Britain has been able mainly through her Empire in India to disrupt the dominions 
of the Khalifa, the All India Muslim League begs respectfully to advise His Majesty 
Ghazi Amir Aman Ullah Khan the Independent Ruler of Afghanistan to reject any 
advance on the part of the Government of India for a treaty or alliance with Great 
Britain. 

Further, that in view of the further fact that this League is confident that 
neither the Afghan nation nor their government has any designs on the. inde- 
pendent existance of the people of India, this League hopes that both the nation 
will cultivate friendly relations between themselves and learn to rely upon each 
other’s goodwill. 


Proposed by: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad of Calcutta. 
Seconded by: Mr. Khaliquzzaman of Lucknow. 
Supported by: Moulvi Nazir Ahmed Khojandi of Bulund Shahr. 


XII. That the All India Muslim League heartily welcomes the estab- 
lishment of the National Muslim University at Aligarh, and congratulates Principal 
Mohamed Ali, upon his intrepid leadership and his students upon the invincible 
courage displayed in the performance of their duty in the face of great provocations 
and hardships: and the League calls upon the public to give the University their 
best moral and material support. 


Proposed by: Maulana Abul Kalam Azad of Calcutta. 
Seconded by: Moulvi Abdul Kadir Siddiqi of Burhanpur. 


SYED ZAHUR AHMAD, 
Honorary Secretary. 
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TEXT OF RESOLUTIONS 


PASSED AT THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 
ON THE 30TH DECEMBER 1921 AT AHMEDABAD 


With Maulana Hasrat Mohani in the Chair 


I. That this Session of the All India Muslim League considers it necessary 
that the activities of the League should be extended by the formation of Provincial 
and District Leagues wherever they do not exist and by the infusion of more life 
and usefulness into them in those Provinces and districts where they do exist. 


(From the Chair) 


II. That this Session of the All India Muslim League humbly tenders the 
assurance of its unshakeable earnest faith to the Porte of the Khalifa His Majesty 
Ghazi Sultan Mohammad Wahiduddin VI the Khalifatul Muslimeen and Khadimul 
Harmain-ish-Sharee-fain and resolves that this loyal assurance be communicated to 
His Majesty the Khalifa. 


(From the Chair) 


III. That this Session of the All India Muslim League heartily congratulates 
Ghazi Mustafa Kamal Pasha, upon the success which he has won in the Greco- 
Turkish war, in recognition of the magnificient service rendered by him to Islam 
and prays that, the Almighty God may grant him a long life and may continue to 
make his activities more and more fruitful in the interests of the Islamic world. 
From the Chair) 
IV. That this Session of the All India Muslim League considers that having 
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regard to the exigencies of the situation and to the urgent needs of the Angoras 
Government it is imperative that all possible financial assistance should be 
rendered to it by the Indian Mussulmans and that for this purpose it is necessary 
that the latter should concentrate their attention for the time being to this object, 
and the members of the League should everywhere cooperate with the Khilafat 
Committee organizations in making such collections. 


(From the Chair) 


V. That having regard to the fact that no independent and impartial state- 
ments relating to the Moplah troubles have yet been published, that the Muslim 
public not being prepared to accept the accuracy of the accounts issued from 
Government sources, look with horror and resentment upon the severe sentences 
including sentences of death passed upon the Moplahs by the Military Courts, in 
spite of the fact that thousands of them were killed and wounded in the Military 
operations directed against them, and that particular horror and dismay have been 
created by the Railway train incident that resulted in the death of 70 Moplah 
prisoners by suffocation among Muslim circles that regard the Government officers 
in Malabar responsible, for such barbarous conduct with contempt, this Session of 
the All India Muslim League appoints a committee of the following members viz 
M. Mushir Husain Kidwai (Barabanki), G.M. Bhurgri (Sindh), Hon. Syed Raza Ali 
(Allahabad) Abbas S. Tyabji (Gujrat) and Moulvi Syed Murtaza (Trichnopoly) 
with power to add to their number for the purpose of making an enquiry into the 
causes and incidents of the Moplah troubles by investigations on the spot in 
Malabar. This Session of the League also expresses its regret at the misconduct of 
Moplahs who may have caused any trouble to the Hindus without just cause. 


Proposed by — Khawaja Abdul Rahman Ghazi 
Seconded by — Sardar Ali Saheb. 

Maulana Azad Subhani. 

S. Abbas Tyabji. 

Moulvt Syed Murtaza. 


VI. That this Session of the All India Muslim League heartily congratu- 
lates Shreeman Baba Gurdat Singhji the great organiser of Sri Guru Nanak 
Steamer, who willingly surrendered himself after seven years fruitless search by the 
Government as a sacrifice for the nation and also congratulates the other Sikh 
leaders who have preferred imprisonment to the restriction of their religious rights 





and liberty and congratulates the Sikh Community on their nonviolent spirit at the 
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time of the Babaji’s arrest and on other occasions inspite of great provocation by 
the Police and the Military. 


(From the Chair.) 


VII. That this Session of the All-India Muslim League calls upon all those 
Muslims, who do not believe in full co-operation or in the principles of non- 
cooperation but who still insist upon the redress of the Khilafat and Punjab wrongs 
and upon the immediate establishment of Swaraj, to popularise carding hand- spin- 
ning and hand weaving, and for that end to preach and practise the use of hand 
spun and hand woven garments. 


(From the Chair). 


Note.—The following resolution was rejected in the subjects Committee, 
but the President of the Session permitted its discussion on the condition that no 
votes are taken thereon and the resolution is taken as rejected as it was rejected in 
the Subjects Committee. 

“Whereas the persistent course of action on the part of the British Govern- 
ment in the past has left no ground for the assurance that the Islamic world or the 
Jaziratul Arab shall be preserved from non-Muslim political predominance, there- 


_ by making the safety of the Khilafat, as it should be according to religious require- 


ments precarious, so long as British Imperiaism lasts, and whereas the latter also 
renders the full development and prosperity of India impossible, it is therefore 
necessary to make an attempt to put an end to British Imperialism and there is only 
one right method of doing so viz, that the Indian Mussulmans, should in coopera- 
tion with other communities seek complete Independence for India this is the view 
which the Mussulmans take of the demand for Swaraj and they sincerely hope and 
expect that other communities shall take the same view of it, 


Proposed by— Maulana Azad Subbhani (Cawnpore) 
Seconded by— Maulvi Fazlur Rahman (Behar) 
Opposed by— Hon’ble Syed Riza Ali (Allahabad). 


Syed Zahur Ahmed 


Honorary Secretary 
All-India Muslim League 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE’S CABLE TO PRIME MINISTER 


Council of All-India Muslim League indignantly protests against peace 
terms offered to Turkey as in its deliberate opinion they are not only grossly unjust 
and intolerable in themselves and more vindictive than those imposed upon any 
other State lately warring with Allies but involved violation of solemn pledges of 
British Government particularly those made at the beginning of war, regarding holy 
places of Islam and later on regarding Thrace and Asia Minor and calculated to 
undermine Khilafat and destroy temporal power and prestige essential to it in 
flagrant disregard of repeated remonstrances based on requirements of religious 
faith and sentiments of millions of Muslim British subjects who have loyally carried 
out their duties to the Empire during the war. 

The Council solemnly declares its conviction, that if the said terms are 
persisted in they will tend to perpetuate bitter feelings of the Khilafat and the 
sanctity of Jaziratul Arab and their holy places in accordance with the demands of 
their faith regarding which they must prefer their own convictions to the contrary 
inferences drawn by some from Muslim history and to the opinion attributed to the 
late Sir Syed whose heterodoxy in religion is well known in the Muslim world, and 
the Council considers it a solemn duty to warn government that religious zeal for 
the security of ‘the said pious objects is likely to drive large bodies of Muslims to 
desperate actions resulting in the most serious consequences deplorable no less to 
the Government than to themselves but still in the power of the British Cabinet to 
avoid. | 

Source: The Indian Annual Register, 1921. 








PROCEEDINGS OF THE MUSLIM CONFERENCE HELD AT 
DELHI ON THE 20TH MARCH 1927 

Whether in the forthcoming revision of the Indian Constitution elections to 
the Legislative bodies, should be through joint or separate electorates, has been the 
subject of anxious discussion among Hindu and Mussalman leaders in Delhi. The 
Hindu members of the Congress Party and the Nationalist Party, having already 
decided in favour of only a joint electorate with the reservation of seats to 
Mahomedans, either on the basis of the Lucknow Pact or the existing population in 
each Province, the Mahomedans, met in informal conference to-day under the 
Presidentship of Mr. Jinnah, who had issued invitations to representative 


Mahomedans in all parts of India. 
After a protracted discussion the conference agreed to the institution of 


joint electorates under certain conditions. It was unanimously resolved that the 
Mahomedans should accept a settlement on the basis of the following proposals so 
far as representation in the various Legislatures in any future scheme of constitu- 


tion is concerned. 
(1) Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency and constituted 


into a separate Province. 
(2) Reforms should be introduced in the North-West Frontier Province 


and in Baluchistan on the same footing as in any other Province in India. 

| If this is agreed to Mahomedans are prepared to accept a joint electorate 
‘n all Provinces so constituted and are further willing to make to Hindu minorities 
in Sind, Baluchistan and the North-West Frontier Province the same concessions 
that Hindu majorities in other Provinces are prepared to make to Mahomedan 
minorities. 

In the Punjab and Bengal the proportion of representation should be in 

accordance with the population. 
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In the Central Legislature Mahomedan representation shall not be less 
than a third, and that also by a mixed electorate. 

These proposals are subject to ratification by the Mahomedans organisa- 
tions concerned, but it was hoped by those present at the conference that the 
Hindus would accept and the Mahomedans would ratify them. 

The question of the Services and other questions with regard to safeguards 
concerning any Bill or resolution which might affect the religion, or the customs or 
the usages of either community, or affecting inter-communal interests, were also 
discussed by the meeting but postponed for further consideration and will be taken 
up if on the main proposition there can be unanimity of opinion. 

The following attended the Conference: Mr. Jinnah, the Maharaja of Mah- 
mudabad, Sir Mahomed Shafi, Mr. Mahomed Ali, Dr. Ansari, Mr. Mahomed 
Yakub, Nawab Mahomed Ismail, Syed Alay Nabi, Lieut. Sardar Mahomed Nawaz 
khan, Mr. Suharawardi, Mr. Shah Nawaz, Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Mr. Farooki, 
Mr. Abdul Rahman, Sir Abdul Qauyum, Shah Mahomed Zabair, Syed Ahmed 
Shah (Imam of Juma mosque, Delhi), Moulvi Syed Murtaza, Mr. Mohamad Shafee 
Daoodi, Mr. Abdul Aziz, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhari: Mirza Abdul Qadir, Syed 
Abdul Jabbar (Ajmer), Mr. Ehtashamuddin Syed Abdul Rahim, Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim, Dr. Hyder, Mr. Ariff and Mr. az Husain. 


Ijaz Husain, 
(Advocate.) 
Honorary Joint Secretary, 
All India Muslim League. 





MR. JINNAH’S POSITION 

That brings me to the amazing happenings earlier in the day. I shall begin 
with the meeting of the Jinnah Council. The anti- Nehru section headed by Mr. 
Mahomed Yakub, Deputy President of the Legislative Assembly, walked out of this 
meeting when it realised that taking advantage of the defective membership register 
of the Jinnah League, the pro-Congress extremists had swamped the Subjects Com- 
mittee and for the same reason the latter were likely to curry the day at the open 
session of the League. Not only the Ali Brothers, but a host of others, including 
Mr. Fazal Rahimtoolah, joined inthis walk-out, leaving Mr. Jinnah to fight the 
pro-Nehru extremists in the League Council as best as he could. 

When Mr. Jinnah realised what these extremists were bent upon doing he 
hastened back to the group who had walked out of the meeting and begged of them 
to return. They were at the moment engaged in the Conference at Hakim Ajmal 
Khan’s residence and refused to reconsider their decision. Mr. Jinnah went back to 
them a second time and begged of them at least to attend the open session of the 
League in the evening and help him to adjourn it. To this proposal also they would 
not agree. . , 


Session Adjourned 


At last Mr. Jinnah took courage in both his hands and went back to the 
League to announce the adjournment of the session to the utter discomfiture of the 
pro-Nehru extremists who had already secured the Subjects Committee’s approval 
to a resolution supporting the Nehru Constitution on certain terms and had fully 
intended to rush it through the open session of the League. 

At a late hour to-night informal discussions were going on concerning the 
turn of events and important developments are expected on Monday. 
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DISORDER IN LEAGUE MEETING 


SESSION ADJOURNED ABRUPTLY 
New Delhi, March 31. (1929) 


Considerable disorder prevailed in the All-India Muslim League when it 
reassembled this afternoon. Mr. Jinnah tided over the situation by adjourning the 
session till such date as the Council of the League might decide upon. 


Subjects Committee members Walk Out 


The Subjects Committee of the All-India Muslim League is reported to 
have discussed last evening a letter received from Sir Muhammad Shafi which 
emphasised that unity was not possible unless the principles under-lining the Delhi 
Conference resolution were accepted. Some members made angry remarks against 
the purport of the letter. 

The Subjects Committee of the League met to-day when Mr. Jinnah said 
that he was a nationalist, but he must say that there were three sections among 
Muslims, one wanting the adoption of the Nehru Report, the second standing for 
the rejection of the Nehru Report, and the third standing for a compromise be- 
tween the two views. 

Mr. Mahomed Ali again urged that the Shafi group should be taken in. Mr. 
Sherwani (Swarajist) remarked that they should not give any quarter to rebels. Mr. 
Shaukat Ali observed that Mr. Sherwani and his party were working on the League 
platform for the acceptance of the Nehru Report. Later, Mr. Shaukat Ali and a few 
persons belonging to the Delhi Conference section walked out of the Subjects 
Committee as a protest against Mr. Sherwani’s remark and held a meeting in 
Hakim Jamil Khan’s house where they discussed Mr. Jinnah’s draft resoltuion. 


Further Threat Of Disunion. Split In Jinnah League 


The situation in connection with the session of the Muslim League as it has 
so far developed, shows that far from there being prospects of unity, there is now 
further threat of disunion. The Shafi section having declined to join the All-India 
Muslim League, the question arose whether the latter would itself be able to frame 
a resolution which would carry the support of a’ majority of the members of the 
League. The meetings of the Subjects Committee held last night and this morning 
promised no such prospect. On the other hand, this morning, the Jinnah League 
itslef was split into two, and one section led by Maulvi Muhammad Yakub and the 


Ali brothers, walked out and held a conference with the other leaders of the Delhi __ 


Conference section at Hakim Jamil Khan’s house. Thus, while the Shafi section 
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insists that the Delhi Conference resolution should in the main, be adopted, the 
group led by Maulvi Muhammad Yakub and the Ali brothers, which walked out 
to-day, insists that any resolution that the League passes should generally follow the 
lines of Mr. Jinnah’s draft resolution. On the other hand, the majority in the 
Subjects Committee consists of members who oppose this view. Even among those 
who now constitute the Subjects Committee, there is difference of opinion as to the 
course of action to be adopted. 

Raja Ghaznafar Ali, for instance, moved in the Subjects Committee in 
favour of the League adopting a resolution practically on the lines of the Calcutta 
proposals made to the All-Parties Convention but without making any specific 
reference to the Nehru Report. This proposal, however, was not acceptable to the 
majority, led by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Mr. Sherwani, who wished to take 
the verdict of the League on the Nehru Report and to adopt that report with such 
amendments as were put forward by the All-Parties Convention. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Jinnah proceeded to Hakim Jamil Khan’s house to per- 
suade Maulvi Mahomed Yakub and the Ali brothers to return to the League and | 
arrange a compromise. Mr. Yakub and the Ali brothers wanted a assurance that 
Mr. Jinnah’s draft resolution would be adopted without substantial alterations. 
Mr. Jinnah resumed to the League, but found no chances of a compromise being 
reached. 

While the Subjects Committee was still sitting a number of visitors and 
delegates pressed for admission into the hall, as it was three o’clock the time at 
which the League session was announced to start. 


The Resolution 


The Subjects Committee then passed by a majority, the following resolu- 
tion:- 

(1) Whereas thecomplete boycott of the Simon Commission by the Mus- 
lim League, as by all other political organisations in the country, necessated the 
formation of an agreed constitution by the people of India with which the All-Par- 
ties Conference and Convention were summoned at Lucknow and Calcutta, respec- 
tively, was that a constitution should be formulated accepted and ratified by the 
foremost politcal organisations of the country as a national pact and of whereas the 
decisions of the All-Parties Convention at Calcutta emody in principle the majority 
of the demands of the Mussalmans contained in the Delhi proposals and the resolu- 
tion of the Calcutta League of 1927 and thus pave the way for the political rap- 
proachement of the various communities in India. 

This meeting of the All-India Muslim League accepts the decisions of 
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Calcutta in 1928 as the common national demand of India; 
Communal Solution 


"And in regard to the settlement of inter-communal differences it records 
its approval of the principles underlying the decisions of the said Convention sub- 
ject to the following modifications:- 

(1) that one-third the number of selected representatives of both Houses 
of the Central Legislature should be Mussalmans; (2) that in the Punjab and Ben- 
gal, in the event of adult suffrage not being established, the voting ratio of the 
Mussalmans should be in accordance with the population in the Province; (3) 
Section 13 (ii) of the Nehru Report should read as follows:- that in case of war or 
rebellion alone, the Central Government and Parliament shall have the powers 
necessary and ancillary including the suspension or annuiment of any Act. executive 
or legislative, of a provincial government; (4) that the divisions of the subjects in 
schedules one and two of the Nehru Report should be revised so as to make the 
provinces as fully autonomous as possible; (5) that the Mahomedan law as at 
present recognised by the Indian courts shall not be amended of interfered with by 
means of any legislation in the central or provincial legislatures except by a majority 
of Muslim members, in these Legislatures". 

This resolution was moved by Mr. Abdur Rahman Ghazi and was 
amended by Mr. S.A. Brelvi whose amendment is incorporated in the above resolu- 
tion as proviso No.4. 


Pandemonium 


After the resolution had been passed and the amendments moved by Mr. 
Siddiq declared rejected, the Subjects Committee decided to hold an open session 
of the League. A number of people among the delegates and visitors were shouting 
that the open session of the League. should now be held. Mr. Jinnah had not, 
however arrived and Mr. Yusuf Imam, accordingly, proposed, and Mr. Sherwani, 
seconded, Dr. Muhamad Alam to the Chair This was a signal for considerable 
disorder. the audience rose almost to a man and a number of them waved their 
hands or sticks and shouted that they did not want Dr. Alam as the President. This 
brought in about half a dozen policemen who had been watching the events an- 
ticipating trouble. A part of the audience, numbering about 100, was moving 
towards the platform and there was a regular pandemonium. 

Dr. Alam, however, called upon Mr. A.R. Ghazi to move his main resolu- 
tion which he did amidst noise without speech. Mr. Sherwani seconded it without 


speech and soon Dr. Alam was heard declaring it passed and dissolving the session. — 
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But all the time the pandemonlum was on and the audience was protesting against 
the proceedings. 


Session Adjourned 


Just at this moment, when feelings were running high Mr. Jinnah who had 
been at Hakim Jamil Khan’s house, returned and was greeted with cheers by the 
audience. he took the chair and immediately after that there was pin-drop silence 
when he declared that, as President, he adjourned the session till such a date as the 
Council of the League would decide. Thus trouble was averted and the people 
dispersed. 

Mr. Jinnah returned to Hakim Jamil Khan’s house where he continued his 
talk with Maulvi Mahomed Yakub and the Ali brothers, while Dr. Alam and the 


Azad group proceeded to Dr. Ansari’s house. 
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FOURTEEN POINTS OF MR. M.A. JINNAH 


The All-India Muslim League defined in three successive sessions in the 
years 1924, 1925 and 1926, the position of Mussalmans in respect of any forthcom- 
ing changes in the constitution of the country as follows: 

. “The All-India Muslim League is of opinion that the present constitution 
of India must be amended and urges that for this purpose the Government should 
undertake the revision of the Government of India Act 1919, and without any delay 
appoint a Royal Commission to formulate, after due enquiry and investigation, a 
scheme so as to place the Indian constitution on a sound and permanent basis with 
provisions for automatic progress to establish full responsible Government in India 
and thereby secure stability in the government, and the willing cooperation of the 
people, provided however that for any scheme of the future constitution of India 
the All India Muslim League reaffirms and unequivocally declares that the follow- 
ing basic and fundamental principles must be secured and guaranteed , viz: 

(1) All Legislatures of the country and other elected bodies shall be 
constituted on the definite principle of adequate and effective 
representation of minorities in every Province without reducing the 
majority in any Province to aminority or evento an equality. 

(2) The representation of communal groups shall continue to be by means of 
separate electorates as at present, provided that it shall be open to any 
community at any time to abandon its separate electorate in favour of 
joint electorate. 

(3) Anyterritorial redistribution that might at any time be necessary shall not 
in any way affect the Muslim majority in the Punjab, Bengal.and N.W.F 
Province. . - 

(4) Full religious liberty i.e. liberty of belief, worship, observances 
propaganda, association and education shall be guaranteed to all 
communities, — 
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(5) Nobill or resolution or any part thereof shall be passed in any legislature 
or in any other elected body, if three fourths of the members of any 
community in the particular body oppose such bill or resolution or part 
thereof on the ground that it would be injurious to the interests of that 
community or in the alternative such other method is devised as may be 
found feasible and practicable to deal with such cases. 

These proposals were criticised by the Hindu leaders who insisted that we: 
should postulate in our scheme joint electorates with adequate safeguards for rights 
and interests of Musalmans. Accordingly certain leading representative 
Mahomedans met at Delhi on 20th March, 1927 and put forward what have come 
to be known as the Delhi Muslim Proposals which were as follows: 

“Whether in the forthcoming revision of the Indian constitution elections 
to legislative bodies should be through joint or separate electorates, has been the 
subject of anxious discussion among Hindu and Mussalman leaders, in Delhi. The 
Hindu members of the Congress Party and the Nationalist Party having already 
decided in favour of only a joint electorate with the reservation of seats to 
Mohamedans, either on the basis of the Lucknow Pact or the existing population of 
each Province, the Mohamedans met in informal conference today under the 
Presidentship of Mr. Jinnah, who had issued invitations to representative 
Mohamedans in all parts of India. After a protracted discussion the conference 
agreed to the institution of joint electorates under certain conditions. It was unani- 
mously resolved that the Mohamedans should accept a settlement on the basis of 
the following proposals so far as representation in the various legislatures in any 
future scheme of constitution is concerned. 

(1) Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency and constituted 


into aseparate Province. 
(2) Reforms should be introduced in the North West Frontier Province and 


in Baluchistan on the same footing asin any other Province in India. 

If this is agreed to, Mohamedans are prepared to accept a joint electorate 
in all provinces so constituted and are further willing to make to Hindu minorities 
in Sind, Baluchistan and the North West Frontier Province the same concessions 
that Hindu majorities in other Provinces are prepared to make to Mohamedan 
minorities. In the Punjab and Bengal the proportion of representation should be in 
accordance with population. In the Central Legislature, Mohamedan repre- 
sentation not to be less than a third, and that also by a mixed electorate. These 
proposals are subject to ratification by the Mohamedan organizations concerned, 
but it was hoped by those present at the conference that the Hindus would accept 
and the Mohamedans would ratify them. 

The question of the Services and other questions with regard to safeguards 
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concerning any bill or resolution which might affect the religion, or the customs or 
the usages of either community, or affecting inter-communal interests were also 
discussed by the meeting but postponed for further consideration and will be taken 
up, if on the main proposition there can be unanimity of opinion. 

The following attended the Conference which came to the above con- 
clusions. Mr. Jinnah, Maharaja of Mahmudabad, Sir Mohammed Shafi, Mr. 
Mohammed Ali, Dr., Ansari, Mr. Mohammed Yakub, Nawab Mohammed Nawaz 
Khan, Mr. Suharawardi, Mr. Shah Nawaz, Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Mr. Farooki, 
Mr. Abdul Rahman, Sir Abdul Qauyum, Shah Mohammed Zabair, Syed Ahmed 
Shah (Imam of Juma Mosque, Delhi), Moulvi Syed Murtaza, Mr. Mohammed 
Shafee Daoodi, Mr. Abdul Aziz, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhari, Mirza Abdul Qadir, 
Syed Abdul Jabbar (Ajmer), Mr. Ehtashamuddin, Syed Abdul Rahim, Mr. Anwar- 
u-Azim, Dr. Hyder, Mr. Ariff, Mr. Iajaz Hussain, and Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan. 


Indian National Congress Response 


These proposals were substantially accepted by the All-India Congress 
Committee meeting in May 1927 in Bombay and were later embodied in the resolu- 
tion adopted by the open session of the Indian National Congress at Madras, in 
December 1927. 

The responses thus made by the Congress to the Muslim proposals were 
considered by the session of the All-India Muslim League at Calcutta in December 
1927 and the following resolution was passed by the League: 

“The All-India Muslim League authorises its Council to appoint a Sub- 
Committee to confer with the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress 
and such other organisations as they think proper for the purpose of drafting a 
constitution for India in which the interests of the Muslim community will be 
safeguarded having regard to the following proposals which the League approves 
and adopts and subsequently take part in the National Convention which is going to 
take place in Delhi in March next as suggested by the Congress. 

(1) That Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency and 

constituted into a separate Province. 

(2) That reforms should be introduced in the N.W,F Province and in 
Baluchistan onthe same footing as in other Provinces. 

(3) That in the present circumstances the representation of Muslims in the 
different Legislatures of the country through separate Muslim 
electorates is inevitable, and that Muslims will not accept any scheme 
involving the surrender of this valued right unless and until Sind 1s actually 
made aseparate Province and Reforms aforesaid are actually introduced 
in the N.W.F.P. and Baluchistan Provinces and that when these 
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requirements are fully satisfied, Muslims will be prepared to abandon 
separate electorates in favour of joint electorates with reservation of seats 
fixed on the basis of the population of the different communities, subject 
to what is related hereinafter. . 

(4) In Sind, Baluchistan and the N.W.F. Provinces, the Muslim majority 
should make the same concession in regard to the proportion of seats 
reserved to the Hindu minority that Hindu majorities in other Provinces 
would make to Muslim minorities over and above the proportion of 
population of the Provinces which shall be the minimum basis. 

(5) In the Central Legislature, the Muslim representation shall not be less 
than one-third. 

The League further resolves: (a) that in the future constitution of India, 
liberty of conscience shall be guaranteed and no legislature, Central or Provincial, 
shall have power to make any laws interfering with the liberty of conscience, 
“Liberty of conscience” means, liberty of belief and worship, freedom of religious 
observance and association and freedom to carry on religious education and 
propaganda with due regard to the feelings of others and without interfering with 
the similar rights of others; (b) that no bill, resolution, motion or amendment 
regarding inter-communal matters:shall be moved, discussed or passed in any legis- 
lature, Central or Provincial, if a three-fourths majority of the members of the 
community affected thereby in that legislature, oppose the introduction, discussion 
or passing of such bill, the resolution, motion or amendment. “Inter-communal 
matters” means, matters agreed upon as such by the joint standing committee of 
both communities of the Hindu and Muslim members of the Legislatures con- 
cerned appointed at the commencement of every session of that Legislature. 


Later Developments 


The idea to draw up an agreed constitution led to the summoning of the 
All Parties Conference at Delhi, on 11 February 1928. This Conference continued 
its labours till 11th March but no agreement could be arrived at. The All-India 
Muslim League had appointed a Committee to represent the League at the All 
Parties Conference but as no agreement was reached the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League met in Delhi and passed the following resolution: 

“The Council of the All-India Muslim League is of opinion that the draft 
proposals adopted at the All Parties Conference called by the Working Committee’ 
of the Indian National Congress are not in conformity with the resolutions of the 
All-India Muslim League passed at its sessions in Calcutta in 1927. The Council 
further regrets that the Hindu Mahasabha has practically rejected the Muslim 
League proposals. 
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“The Council hereby appoints a Committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen for the purpose of conferring with the representatives of other organisa- 
tion in accordance with resolution No.4 of the League referred to above. The 
Council is of opinion that the Committee should press the representatives of 
various organisations to accept the proposals embodied in the aforesaid resolutions 
of the League Sessions of 1927, held in Calcutta and report the final result to the 
Council for such action as they may consider proper before proceeding with the 
framing of the constitution.” 

Thereafter, the Muslim League was not represented by any body 
authorised in their behalf at the All Parties Conference, as there was created a 
fundamental difference owing to the Indian National Congress receding from its 
position adopted hitherto. 


Entire Overthrow of Previous Understanding 


The All Parties Conference meeting in May, in Bombay, in absence of the 
Muslim League representatives, changed the ‘basis of reapproachment brought 
about by the resolution of the Indian National Congress at Madras followed by the 
Calcutta session of the All-India Muslim League when the latter made a response 
to the Congress. 

The meeting of the All Parties Conference at Bombay struck a new line. It 
adopted a totally different course and appointed a small committee with terms of 
reference to which the All-India Muslim League was not a party. | 

This committee’s report was considered at Lucknow by the so called All 
Parties Conference at which the Muslim League was not represented, though it was 
one of the principle parties who had initiated the move by promoting Delhi Muslim 
Proposals. This Conference nevertheless passed resolutions with regard to com- 
munal adjustments and other matters which were finally embodied in the Nehru 
Report. 


Muslim view of Nehru Report 


The basic, principles of the communal settlement embodied in the Nehru 
Report are contrary to those on which Muslim opinion had hitherto expressed its 
willingness to come to an agreement. The Conference having rejected virtually the 
Delhi Muslim Proposals, the League is, therefore, free to adopt such course with 
regard to this matter and formulate such proposals as the League may think 


proper, to be incorporated in any future scheme of constitution of the Government 


of India, that may be framed and adopted. 
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The only occasion where the League has given its consideration to the 
Nehru Report was when it was invited to send the delegation to the All Parties 
Convention at Calcutta, in December 1928. The League Delegation submitted 
proposals at the Convention subject to their ratification by the League and made it 
clear that if they were acceptable to the Convention, the delegates would then 
discuss the constitution and the various provisions of the scheme. But the main 
proposals submitted by the League’s delegation were suinmarily rejected by the 
Convention. These proposals were: 

(1) That one-third of the elected representatives of both the Houses of the 
Central Legislature should be Musalmans. 

(2) That in the Punjab and Bengal, in the event of adult suffrage not being 
established, there should be reservation of seats for Musalmans on 
population basis for 10 years subject to re- examination after that period 
but that they shall have noright to contest additional seats. 

(3) That the form of the constitution should be Federal and that residuary 
powers should be left to the Provinces and should not vest in the Central 
Legislature. 

(4) That clause 13(a) embodied in the Supplementary Nehru Report should 
be deleted. 

(5) That the division of subjects in the Schedules 1 and 2 of the Nehru Report 
should be revised. 

(6) That with regard to Sind delete the words “simultaneously with 
establishment of government under this constitution” from the first part 
which runs as follows: “simultaneously with the establishment of 
Government under this constitution, Sind shall be separated from 
Bombay and constituted into a separate Province.” 

In view of summary rejection of these proposals the League’s delegates 

could not proceed further and reported the decisions of the Convention to the 
All-India Mushm League. 


Other Organisations on the Nehru Report 


The League found that it did not stand singular in its difficulties with the 
Nehru Report. The National Congress itself merely accorded its sanction to the 
scheme for a year. The All India Hindu Mahasabha declared that even, if a comma 
were changed the Hindus will withdraw their support from the Nehru Report. The 
Sikh League delegates at the Convention rejected the scheme of communal settle- 
ment. The National Liberal Federation at first adopted an attitude of benevolent 
neutrality and subsequently adopted the Nehru Report without expressing strong 
views one way or the other with regard to the Muslim proposals. 
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Position Confronting the League 


Thus the original conception of bringing about a communal pact or a 
national agreement was not feasible and the All-India Muslim League after a very 
careful consideration decided to adjourn its session and instructed the Council of 
the League to call the adjourned session at such a place and time as the Council 
may deem it necessary before the end of May 1929. 

The Nehru Report proposal can therefore, at best be treated only as 
counter Hindu proposals to the Muslim proposals. And as there is no agreement 
reached it is now for the All-India Muslim League to take such action or adopt 
such course as the League may think proper in the best interest of the community 


and the country. 
Safeguards For Muslims Of India Mr. Jinnah’s “Fifteen Points” 


1. The form of the future Constitution should be Federal with residuary 
powers vested in the Province, Central Government to have the control 
only such matters of common interest as may be guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 

2. Uniform measure of autonomy shall be granted to all Provinces. 

3. All Legislatures in the Country and other elected bodies should be 
reconstituted on the definite principle of adequate and effective 
representation of minorities in every Province without reducing the 
majority of any Province to a minority or even equality. 

4. Inthe Central Legislature Muslim representation should not be less than 
one-third. 

5. Therepresentation of communal groups should continue to be by means 
of separate electorates as at present, provided that it should be open to 
any community at any time to abandon its separate electorate in favour of 
joint electorates. 

6. Any territorial redistribution that might at any time be necessary should 
not in any way effect the Muslim majority in the Punjab, Bengal and 
North-West Frontier Province. 

7. Full religious liberty, that is, liberty of belief, worship, observances, 
propaganda, association and education should be guaranteed to all 
communities. 

8. No bill or resolution, or any part thereof, should be passed in any 
Legislature or any other elected body, if three-fourths of the members of 
any community in that particular body oppose such a bill or resolution or 
part thereof, on the ground that it would be injurious to the interests of 
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that community or, in the alternative, such other method is devised as may 
be found feasible and practicable to deal with such cases. 

9. Sindshouldbe separated from the Bombay Presidency. 

10. Reforms should be introduced in the North-West Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan on the same footing asin other Provinces. 

11. Provision should be made in the Constitution giving the Muslim an 
adequate share along with other Indians in all ihe Services of the State 
and in self-governing bodies, having due regard to the requirements of 
efficiency. 

12. The Constitution should embody adequate safeguards for the protection 
of Muslim religion, culture and personal law and the promotion of 
Muslim education, language, religion, personal laws, Muslim charitable 
institutions and for their due share in grants- in-aid given by the State and 
by self-governing bodies. 

13. Nocabinet, either Central or Provincial, should be formed without there 
beinga proportion of Muslim Ministers of at least one-third. 

14. No change to be made in the Constitution by the Central Legislature 
except with the concurrence of the States constituting the Indian 
Federation. : 7 

15. That in the present circumstances the representation of Musalmans in 
the different legislatures of the country and of the other elected bodies 
through separate electorates is inevitable, and further, Government 
being pledged not to deprive the Mussalmans of this right, it cannot be 
taken away without their consent, and so long as the Musalmans are not 
satisfied that their rights and interests are safeguarded in the manner 
specified above (or herein) they would in no way consent to the 
establishment of joint electorates with or without conditions. 


Note: The question of excess representation of Musalmans over and above 
their population in the Provinces where they are in the minority to be considered 
hereafter. 











MOSLEM LEAGUE SESSION MR. JINNAH’S DRAFT 
RESOLUTION 


New Delhi, March 30. 


The adjourned 20th session of the All-India Muslim League opened.today 
at Roshan Theatre. The President of the session, the Maharaja of Mahmudabad, 
could not come owing to illness. Mr. Jinnah, the, permanent President, took the 
chair. The meeting was very representative, among those present being Mr. 
Muhammed Yakub, Mr. Zafarali, Mr. Muhammed Alam, Mr. Shafi Daudi, the Ali 
Brothers Mr. Abdullah Haroon, Nawab Ismail, Mr. Sherwani, Dr. Kitchlew, Malik 
Barkatali, Dr. Srafat Ahmed Khan, Mr. Anwarul Azim, Syed Murtaza, Nawab Abul 
Hassan Mufti, Mr. Majid, Rana Feroze Khan, Raja Ghazanfarali Khan, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad Mr. Muhammad Yar Khan, Mr. Muhammed Saddiq, Mr. S. 
Abdullah and Mr. Asaf Ali. 

Maulana Muhammad Ali, proposing Mr. Jinnah to the Chair, said under 
Mr. Jinnah’s lead he was hopeful that the movement for unity started on March 3 
last would bear fruit. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, supporting, said even if the rules 
did not make the selection of the permanent President necessary they could not 
have chosen a better President. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
“GRAVE” RESPONSIBILITY 


Mr. Jinnah, presiding, said:— “You have called upon me to take up a very 
grave responsibility. I say “grave” advisedly with its fullest meaning and implica- 
tions. We have met here on an occasion, which to my mind, really involves an issue 
affecting the life and death of 70 millions of Mussalmans. We have been applying 
our minds to the question of the future Constitution of the Government of India for 
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a considerable time. My statement already gives you the history of the steps taken 
by the League from March 20, 1927 but one or two important facts, which I want to 


place before you, stand out. 


Appeal For Unity 


First and foremost, remember that the Simon Commission has been com- 
missioned to investigate and enquire into the constitution of the Government of 
India. they are going on with their work. While they are going on with their inves- 
tigation and enquiry we have got before us a very important document known as the 
Nehru Report or Nehru Constitution. Mussalmans are, therefore, in this position. 
Are you or are you not going to formulate your policy and programme as regards 
the future constitution of the Government of India, and if you are going to com- 
mand any respect if your decisions are going to carry any weight, if you wish the will 
of Muslim India to be registered then it can only be accomplished by a united 
decision. (Hear, hear). Therefore, it is important for you to bear this in mind. I 
want to appeal to every one to leave aside personal quarters, to Icave aside dif- 
ferences. There is no intelligent body without differences and the fact of differences 
shows we are an intelligent people. Are you now going to rise to the occasion? Are 
you going to show to the world that we are a body who can come to one conclusion, 
one decision, which we consider is in the best interests of our country. This is the 
task and responsibility which rests on your shoulders today and the manner in 
which you conduct ourselves here will be the acid test of the respect and influence 
you can command. 


Draft Resolution 


I do not wish to go into the question of the draft resolution before you. I 
want to make one thing quite clear. There is some impression that the draft resolu- 
tion, which I put before you and the Council of League, contains my personal ideas. 
This is not correct. I have only carried out the task entrusted to me by the Council 
on March 3 to consult the various groups and schools of thought as far as possible 
and place before them a draft, which would command the support of a large body 
of people. I have, therefore, taken ideas from various persons in accordance these 
instructions and to the best of my ability and judgment. I have tried to place a draft, 
which in my opinion, carries with it the majority of opinions, but after all it is a 
draft only. Ultimate decision rests with Subjects Committee.” 

Finally, Mr. Jinnah said: “I will once more impress on you that a great deal 
of water has flown down the Jumma since 1927, when we started the Delhi Muslim 
proposals. Events are taking place fast and things are moving. They are not going to 
wait. We have, therefore, to consider that it 1s absolutely essential that United 
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Moslem opinion should be recorded through the All-India Muslim League, so that 
not only those engage in considering the question of the future constitution in 
India, but the whole world, should know what our opinion is before it is too late. 
(“Hear hear.”) Let our dominant note be to act in the best interests of the com- 
munity and country. (Applause). 


Who Are All To Vote 


Maulana Muhammed Ali asked whether the way for unity would be paved 
by allowing the Shafi section of the League to become members of this League. 

Mr. Jinnah ruled that those members whose names were already on their 
register were entitled to vote. He, as President, would in fact extend to them a 
special welcome to come back and region them, but the rules of the League must 
be complied with. 

A number of voices asked whether Mr. Muhammed Ali had any applica- 
tions from members of the other section. He said he had no applications, but 
merely wanted the League not to siam the door. 

Mr. Jinnah said the enrolment of new members could be done by the 
Council only, but for that purpose the season’s programme could not be held up 
and they must proceed to elect a Subjects Committee. 


Shaft Section Welcomed 


| Mr. Yamin Khan, Seth Abdullah Haroon and others also addressed en- 
quiries. They were told that a large number of members of the Shafi section were 
still on the rolls of the All-India Muslim League and should, therefore, come back 
and record their votes. ? 

| The open session was then adjourned till tomorrow and a Subjects Com- 
mittee was formed, the Shafi section being again persuaded to take advantage of its 
membership of the League. Sir Abdul Qadir declared to press representatives that 
there was a misunderstanding arising out of the Jinnah-Shafi conversations, which 
had created this situation. 


THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
WHY NEHRU REPORT IS UNACCEPTABLE 


Delhi, March 28. 


The draft resolution prepared by Mr. Jinnah to accommodate the various 
points of view in regard to the policy and the programme of the League in respect 
of the forthcoming constitutional reforms is very comprehensive and tries as far as 
eet to keep to the line chalked out by the League previously. It-runs~as 
ollows" — 
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“Whereas the basic idea with which the All-Parties Conference was called 
into being and the Convention summoned in Calcutta during the Christmas week in 
1928 was that a scheme of reforms should be formulated and accepted and ratified 
by the foremost political organisations of the country as a national pact, and 
whereas the Nehru report was adopted by the Indian National Congress only 
constitutionally for one year ending the 31st of December 1920 and in the event of 
the British Parliament not accepting it within the time limit the Congress stands 
committed to the policy and programme of Complete Independence or Civil Dis- 
obedience and Non-payment of Taxes, and whereas the attitude taken up by the 
Hindu Mahasabha from the commencement through their representatives at the 
Convention was nothing short of an ultimatum that if a single word in the Nehru 
Report in respect of the communal settlement was changed they would immedi- 
ately withdraw their support to it, and whereas the National Liberal Federations 
delegates at the Convention took up the attitude of benevolent neutrality and sub- 
sequently in their open sessions at Allahabad adopted a noncommitted policy with 
regard to the Hindu-Moslem differences, and whereas the Sikh Leaguc had already 
declined to agree to the Nehru Report, and whereas the Non-Brahmin and the 
Depressed Classes are entirely opposed to it and whercas the most reasonable and 
moderate proposals put forward by the delegates of the All-India Muslim League 
at the Convention, the All-India Moslem League is unable to accept the Nehru 


Report. 
Moslem Demands 


“The League after anxious and careful consideration most earnestly and 
emphatically lays down that no scheme for the future constitution of the Govern- 
ment of India will be acceptable to the Mussalmans of India until and unless the 
following basic principles are given effect to and.the provisions are embodicd 
therein to safeguard their rights and interests: 

“(1) The form of the future constitution should be Federal with the 
residuary powers vested in the Provinces; (2) Uniform measure of autonomy shall 
be granted to all the Provinces; (3) the Legislatures of the country and othcr 
elected bodies shall be constituted on the definite principle of adequate and effec- 
tive representation of the minorities in every Province without reducing the 
majority in any Province to a minority or even equality; (4) In the Central Legisla- 
ture the Mussalmans representation shall not be less than one-third; (5) The repre- 
sentation of communal groups shall continue to. be by means of electorates as at 
present, provided it shall be open to any community at any time to abandon its 
separate electorate in favour of joint electorate; (6) Any territorial redistribution 
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that might at any time’be necessary shall not in any way affect the Muslim majority 
in the Punjab, Bengal, , the North-West Frontier Province; (7) Full religious liberty 
i.e. liberty of belief worship observance, propaganda, association and education 
shall be guaranteed to all communities; (8) No bill or resolution or any part thereof 
shall be passed in any legislature or any other elected body if three-fourths of the 
members of any community in that particular body oppose such bill, resolution or 
part thereof on the ground that it will be injurious to the interests of that com- 
munity or in the alternative such other method is devised as may be found feasible 
and practicable to deal, with such cases, (9) Sind should be separated from the 
Bombay Presidency; (10) Reforms should be introduced in the North-West Fron- 
tier Province and Baluchistan and on the same footing as other Provinces; (11) 
Provisions should be made in the constitution giving the Muslims an adequate share 
along with other Indians in all the Services of the State and in self-governing bodies 
having due regard to the requirements of efficiency, (12) The constitution should 
embody adequate safeguards for the protection of the Muslim culture and for the 
protection of and promotion of Muslim education, language table institutions and 
for their due share in the grants-in-aid given by the State and by self-governing 
bodies; (13) No Cabinet either Central or there being a proportion of Muslim 
Ministers, at least one-third; (14) No change shall be made in the constitution by 
the Central Legislature except with the concurrence of the States constituting the 
Indian Federation.” 


Altemative Proposal 


The draft resolution also mentions an alternative provision to the com- 
munal representation mentioned above in the following terms:— “In the present 
circumstances the representation of the Mussaimans in the different legislatures of 
the country and of other bodies through separate electorates is inevitable, and 
further the Government being pledged over and over again not to disturb the 
franchise so granted to the Muslim community since 1909 till such time as the 
Muslims chose to abandon it, the Muslims will not consent to joint electorates 
unless Sind is actually constituted into a separate Province and reforms in fact are 
introduced in the N.W.F. Province and Baluchistan on the same footing as in other 
Provinces, and further it is provided there shall be reservation of seats according to 
the Muslim population in various Provinces. But where the Muslims are in a 
majority they shall not contest more seats than their population warrants. 

“Note:” The question of excess representation of the Mussalmans over and 
above their population in the provinces where they are ina minority tobe con- 
sidered hereafter.” 
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COMPROMISE EFFORTS 
JINNAH SECTION MET BY SHAFITE DELEGATES 


Delhi, March 29 


The whole day to-day was spent by the Four Schools of Muslim thought in 
arranging their plans in view of session of the All- India Muslim League to-morrow. 
The Jinnah League, it was found, had a substantial section of those who would not 
reject the Nehru report. The Shafi League Section held their respective meetings 
and both were of the view that the. draft resolution prepared by Mr. Jinnah sub- 
stantially followed the lines of the resolution adopted by the Delhi Conference. The 
Shafi League accordingly appointed a delegation of ten headed by Sir Abdul Qadir, 
and including Nawab Muhammad Yusuf and Malik Feroze Khan Noon, to meet a 
similar deputation of the Jinnah League to arrange a compromise. The Council of 
the Jinnah League, however, refused to consider this request on the ground that it 
would mean their recognising a rival organisation. The Council of the Jinnah 
League adjourned its meeting, but those present informally agreed that ten of them 
should meet the ten delegates of the other League. | 

The conversations that followed did not lead to a common understanding. 
It is said that the Shafi section wished that the principle of separate electorates 
should be conceded beforehand. When the Council of the Jinnah League reas- 
sembled again, those members of the Shafi League, who are still members of the 
Jinnah. League, such as Nawab Muhammad Yusuf and Dr. Shafaat Ahmed Khan, 
attended its meeting. The Shafi section as a body, however kept out declaring that 
only if Mr. Jinnah’s draft, which in their view substantially followed the resolution 
of the Delhi Conference was accepted by that League, would they join the Jinnah 
League, and not otherwise. 


A Committee Of Seven 


Finally, the Council of the Jinnah League appointed a Committee of seven 
to consider Mr. Jinnah’s draft resolution and report to-morrow when the League 
opens its session. 

The Committee consists of the following: Mr. Jinnah, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, Mr. Muhammad Ali, Malik Barkat Ali, Nawab Ismail Khan, Dr. 
Shafaat Ahmed Khan and Dr. Kitchlew. 

This Committee is stated to be representative of all the four sections of 
Muslim political thought namely, the supporters of the Nehru Report, Mr. Jinnah’s 
school of thought; the Shafi Leaguers, and the Delhi Muslim Conference. So far, 
the prospects of unity are not very bright and a heated controversary is expected. 
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SHAFI SECTION “UNABLE TO JOIN LEAGUE” 
LETTER TO MR. JINNAH 





New Delhi, March 30. 


Members of the Shafi League met this evening at the residence of Mian | 
Mahomed Shahnawaz and reviewed the situation arising out of the two day’s con- 
versations in the League circles. It was decided to issue a statement and address a 
letter to Mr. Jinnah pointing out that inasmuch as he had not fulfilled the condi- 
tions arrived at for the amalgamation of the two sections of the League the Shafian 
section is unable to join his League. 


ANOTHER SPLIT IN THE MUSLIM RANKS. 
NO RECONCILIATION BETWEEN JINNAH AND SHAFI 
GROUPS. DELHI CONFERENCE ENDS IN UPROAR. 


Delhi, April 1. 1929 


The split in Muslim League circles has become worse and the crisis has 

been tided over by Mr. Jinnah, who adjourned the session of the League sine die. 
The Subjects Committee of the Muslim League is reported to have dis- 

cussed on Saturday evening a letter received from Sir Muhammad Shafi in which he 

declared that unity was not possible unless the principles underlying the Delhi 

Conference resolution were accepted. | 
The Shafi section having declined to join the Jinnah section, the question 

arose whether the latter could frame a resolution which would carry with it the 

support of the majority. 


Differences. 


While the Shafi section insists on the Delhi conference resolution being 
mainly adopted, Mr. Mohd Yakub and the Ali brothers group declared that any 
| resolution that the League passed should generally follow the lines of Mr. Jinnah’s 
| draft. A majority in the Subjects Committee oppose this view. But even among 
| those who now constitute the Subjects Committee, there is a difference of opinion 
| as to what action should be taken. Raja Ghazanfar Ali, for instance, moved that the 
League should adopt a resolution practically on the lines of the Calcutta proposals 
| made to the All-Parties’ Convention but without making any specific reference to 

the Nehru Report, but this proposal was not acceptable to the majority led by 
Maulana Azad and Mr. Sherwani, who wished to take a verdict on the Nehru 
= Report and to adopt it with such amendments as were put forward at the Conven- 
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tion. 


Three Sections. 


The Committee met again on Sunday. Mr. Jinnah said that there were 
three sections among Muslims—one urging the adoption of the Nehru report; the 
second standing for the rejection of the Nehru Report; and the third demanding a 
compromise. 

Maulana Mohammad Ali urged that the Shafi group should be given a 
place in the Muslim League. 

Mr. Sherwani (Swarajist) declared that they should give no quarter to 
“rebels.” 

Maulana Shaukat Ali pointed out that Mr. Sherwani’s party was working 
for the acceptance of the Nehru Report and the others belonging to the Delhi 
Conference section walked out as a protest against Mr. Sherwani’s remark. They 
held a meeting at Hakim Jamil Khan’s house, where they discussed Mr. Jinnah’s 


draft resolution. 


No Compromise. 


Following the split in the Subjects Committee Mr. Jinnah made an attempt 
at reconciliation but failed, as the Aziz party was not prepared to compromise and 
desired the verdict of the League on the Nehru Report. 

While Mr. Jinnah was trying to bring about an understanding, the Subjects 
Committee passed a resolution by a majority, supporting the Nehru Report as “the 
common national demand against the British Government,” with the reservation 
that the communal settlement in the Report should be modified to secure the 
following: that one-third of the elected seats be given to Muslim representatives in 
the Central Legislature; that, in the Punjab and Bengal, in the event of adult suf- 
frage not being established, the voting ratio of Muslims should be in accordance 
with the population; that only in case of war or rebellion the Central Government 
and Parliament should have power to suspend or annul the acts of the executive or 
legislature of a Provincial Government; that the division of subjects between the 
central and Provincial Governments should be revised to make provinces as fully 
autonomous as possible; and that Muslim law as at present recognised by Indian 


Courts should not be amended or interfered with by means of any legislation except — 


by a majority of Muslim members of the legislature. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Abdul Rahman Ghazi. 


An Uproar. 


When the open session began Mr. Jinnah was not present and on the 
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Another Split In The Muslim Ranks 


proposal that Dr. Alam should take the chair rowdyism broke out and the police 
entered the hall to prevent a disturbance. 

Dr. Alam called upon Mr. Rahman to move the main resolution, and Mr. 
Sherwani to second it. The audience continued to shout, but Dr. Alam, after an 
interval of two minutes, declared the resolution passed and the session dissolved. 

At this moment Mr. Jinnah arrived and order was immediately restored. 

He took the chair and declared the session adjourned sine die. 

Dr. Alam, in a statement, says that the rowdy element had been intention- 
ally introduced in order to break up the session. He informed Mr. Jinnah that he 
had already dissolved the session. 

Mr. Jinnah’s party contends that no resolution had been passed by the 
League. 


“incorrect.” 


Mr. Jinnah has issued a statement in which he says: “Dr. Alam’s statement 
that a resolution was passed by the League is entirely incorrect.” He adds that, 
when he arrived, Dr. Kitchlew, the Secretary, told him that Mr. Ghazi had moved 
the main resolution but that, owing to the disorder, he was not allowed to speak, 
and that when Mr. Sherwani rose to second the resolution there was grave disorder. 
Dr. Kitchlew maintained that the resolution had not been put to the vote. This 
statement was borne out by others present, and Dr.Alam did not challenge it. 


Anti-Report Statement. 


Maulvi Mohd Yaqub, the Ali brothers, Nawab Ismail Khan, Mr. Faruqui 
Fazal Rahamtullah, Nawab Mohd. Yusuf, Mufti Kifayatullah, Haji Abdullah 
Haroon, Maulvi Mohd. Shafi Daudi and 38 others have issued the following state- 
ment: 

“We had noted that those who desired to make out that the Nehru Report 
and constitution constituted the agreed demand of India, acceptable to that they 
very large and important minority in India, the Muslim community, were using 
every means in their power to capture a Muslim organisation and declare that a 
resolution passed by it by means of a ‘snatched’ division was the deliberate and 
considered verdict of the Mohamedans of India. 


A Deeper Cleavage 


“In these circumstances many of us, although they were very old members 
of the All-India Muslim League, purposely refrained from taking any part in the 
deliberations of the League in Calcutta. 

“We feared that, in the atmosphere then prevailing particip ation might 
make the task of Mr. Jinnah in bringing such supporters of the Nehru Committee 
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among Muslims to reason, still more difficult and that the cleavage between them 
and the vast bulk of Mohamedans might grow deeper and widcr. 

“The resolution which was passed by the Calcutta session of the League, 
attacking our motives in holding the All-Muslim Parties’ Conference for the pur- 


pose of bringing about a maximum of agreement among all sections of Muslims. 


made matters worse, and we decided not to have anything to do with that section of 
the League. 


Prospects Of Agreement 


“In February last, however, when Mr. Jinnah arrived in Delhi for the ses- 
sion of.the Legislative Assembly he expressed a strong desire to bring about a union 
between the two sections. In the meanwhile Sir Mohd. Shafi also happened to come 
to Delhi and, taking advantage of his presence, an interview was arranged between 
him and Mr. Jinnah, after which both expressed themselves satisfied and the 
prospect of unity appeared exceedingly hopeful. 

“Following this interview, Mr. Jinnah called a meeting of the Council of his 
League. We readily responded to his invitation and attended the meeting at which 
Mr. Jinnah made a strong and fervent appeal for unity, which was supported with 
equal enthusiasm by all of us. 


Antagonism 


“Tt was then resolved to call an adjourned session of the All-India Muslim 
League at Delhi on March 30 and 31. At the same time Sir Mohd. Shafi, after 
holding a meeting of his Counil in Lahore, issued a circular letter inviting 
members of his section of the League to Delhi on the same dates. It was expected 
that a joint session of both sections of the League would be held in an atmosphere 
of amity and goodwill, but when the Council presided over by Mr. Jinnah was held 
on March 29, we found that a very different and antagonistic spirit prevailed among 
a section of members whose support for the Nehru Report was well known. 

“They not only treated members of the Shafi League with scant courtesy 
but, taking advantage of a ‘packed’ council which they had elected at the last 


Calcutta session of the League, they appeared determined to negative all such . 


proposals as were forwarded from our side with a view to help the cause of unity. It 
was evident that the supporters of the Nehru Report had worked themselves into a 
frame of mind in which reasonable compromise and conciliation had no place. 


No Alternative. 


“We therefore thought it desirable to withdraw and let them do as they 


pleased, leaving it to public opinion finally to arbitrate between us. The situation 


which then obtained left no alternative.” 
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Dr. Muhammad Alam’s view of the final session is that the main resolution 
was Carried in a perfectly constitutional manner. 

A meeting of the Council of the League was held on Monday morning with 
Mr. Jinnah in the chair, but no business was transacted as an objection that the 
meeting was invalid was upheld by the chairman. 


The Civil And Military Gazette 
Wednesday, April 3, 1929. 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE SCHISM 
CONTRADICTORY VIEWS OF LEADERS 
REPORTED AGREEMENT 


When it became apparent in Delhi that there was little likelihood of a 
reconciliation between the Jinnah and Shafi "Leagues", Sir Abdul Qadir and Sir 


~ Muhammad Iqbal, Vice-President and Secretary, respectively of the Lahore Mus- 


lim League, addressed a letter to Mr. Jinnah in which they invited his attention to a 
press report of a rapprochement between the two sections arrived at early in 
March. 


The "Agreement" 


According to this report, the first point of agreement was that the Jinnah 
section should accept the Muslim constitutional demands as formulated by the 
Delhi Conference. The second was that there should be a joint meeting of the 
Councils of both the Shafi and the Jinnah sections before the general session of the 
League, and that the two Councils should amalgamate by the formation of a new 
Council composed of a fair proportion of members taken from each of the existing 
Councils. 


The Secretaryship 


It was further agreed that before this gathering Dr. Kitchlew should be 
asked to resign the Secretaryship of the Jinnah section of the League. | 

This report has occasioned two vastly divergent comments from, on the 
one hand, Mr. Jinnah and, on the other, Sir Muhammad Shafi. The former’s 
remarks are made in his reply to Sir Abdul Qadir and Sir Muhammad Iqbal, and 
the latter’s have been given in an interview. 
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Conflict Of Views 


Extracts from the rejoinder of each are given below:- 

Sir Muhammad Shafi said:- 

"This is the first time I have seen a summary of our understanding publish- 
ed, and I have no hesitation in declaring that it represents correctly the agreement 
arrived at between Mr. Jinnah and myself. It is obvious that but for such agree- 
ments we would not have convened a meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League (Lahore) at Delhi on March 29 and would not have expressed the 
hope that a united session of the League would be held on March 30 and 31," 

Mr. M.A. Jinnah said:- 

"I can only repeat that J never agreed with Sir Mohd Shafi on the points 
mentioned in your letter. I have looked up the report referred to by you and feel it 
necessary to correct you that it is not a "report" of any proceedings, nor does it 
purport to be authorised by anybody. It is merely information which special cor- 
respondents may have gathered from gossips of mischief-mongors. I made a state- 
ment immediately after my conversation with Sir Muhammad Shafi which made it 
clear that there was no agreement between Sir Muhammad Shafi and myself on any 
of the points which you mention". 


The Final Session 


Conflicting accounts of the final session of the League (which, as reported 
in yesterday’s Civil and Military Gazette, ended in uproar) have been issued by Dr. 
Kitchlew (the Secretary) and by Sheikh Mahomed Sadiq, M.L.C. 

The Secretary declares that Dr. Alam was elected to the chair in a perfect- 
ly constitutional manner, but this is denied by Sheikh Mahomed Sadiq, who denies 
that the motion was put to the vote and alleges that shouts of: "We don’t want you" 
greeted Dr. Alam’s taking the chair. 

Both agree, however, that Mr. Sadiq’s amendment to the main resolution 
was not put to the vote and Dr.Kitchlew says that he informed Mr. Jinnah, on the 
latter’s arrival that he "was not satsified with all thathad happened", 


The Civil & Military Gazette 
Thursday, April 4,1929, 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE REUNION 
-_ SHAFI AND JINNAH WINGS RECONCILED 


New Delhi, Feb. 28, 1930. 


A meeting of the Council of the Muslim League was held this afternoon, 
with Mr. Jinnah in the chair, and over 50 people from both sections of the League, 
including Sir Mohammed Shafi, were present. 

It was announced, amidst cheers, that both sections of the League had 
been reunited. After the announcement Mr. Jinnah and Sir Mohd, Shafi embraced 
each other. 

A resolution was passed, welcoming the. attempts to solve the communal 
question. 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on March 14, to consider the 
question of holding the next session and its President. 

It was in December, 1927, that Sir Mahomed Shafi and his followers broke 


away from the original Muslim League, because of their differences with Mr. M.A. 


Jinnah, the permanent President of the League, and his followers over the question 
of the boycott of the Simon Commission, Sir Mahomed Shafi’s party stood solidly 
for co-operation, while Mr. Jinnah wanted the League to non-co-operate, 


The Civil & Military Gazette 
Monday, March 3, 1930 
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DELHI SESSION 1933 
Text of Resolutions passed at the Twenty Second Annual Session of the 
All India Muslim League on the 25th and 26th November 1933 at Delhi with Khan 
Bahadur Hafiz Mohammad Hedayet Husain Sahib, C.I.E., M.L.C. Bar-at-Law, in 
the Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the All India Muslim League records its deep sense of 
sorrow and horror at the dastardly assassination of His late Majesty King Nadir 
Shah Ghazi of Afghanistan and considers his death a great loss to the Muslim world 
and conveys its heartfelt sympathy and condolence to the bereaved Royal family of 
Afghanistan and the Afghan nation. 

Resolved further that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Afghan 
Consul General (Chair) 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the All India Muslim League places on record its deep sense 
of sorrow and loss on the sad deaths of Sir Mian Mohammad Shafi, Sir Syed Ali 
Imam, Sir Nawab Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Mr. Syed Hassan Imam, Sir Fakhruddin, 
Mirza Ijaz Husain Sahib, and Khawaja Kamaluddin who were all old and 
prominent members of the League and conveys its condolence to the members of 
the bereaved families. 

Resolved further that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the families 
of the deceased gentlemen. (Chairman) 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Whereas owing to the failure of the two majority communities inhabiting 
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India viz., the Hindus and the Muslims to come to an agreement, His Majesty’s 
Government was forced to give a decision relating to some matters between the 
parties and though the decision falls far short of the Muslim demands the Muslims 
have accepted it in the best interests of the country reserving to themselves the right 
to press for the acceptance of all their demands, this meeting of the All India 
Muslim League condemns the activities of those who are trying to alter the decision 
in such a way as to deprive the Muslims of those rights which have already been 
conceded to them and considers that the best course for all the communities is to 
work together for the salvation of the country in the spirit of give and take with a 
view to securing mutual confidence and good-will and strongly urges upon the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee to uphold the communal decision of IIis Majesty’s 
Government. 


Proposed by — Maulana Mohammad Shaft Daoodt M.LA. 
Second by — Dr. Mufti Mohammad Sadiq (Qadian.) 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


This meeting of the All India Muslim League considers it absolutely essen- 
tial for the proper representation of important and principal religious minorilics in 
the Government of the Provinces and the Centre that the Governor or the Gover- 
nor General should be enjoined the use his discretion in selecting his ministers in 
such a way that the following results may be obtained viz, — 

(a) Important and principal religious minorities may have their adequate 
representation. 

(b) The Minister or Ministers selected must have the largest following in 
the particular legislature of members of his own community, 

In this connection this meeting notes with satisfaction that the evidence 


given by the Secretary of State for India before the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
on 11th July 1933 in regard to these points is very helpful. 


MI Proposed by — K.S.S.M. Abdullah Sahib. 
Seconded by — K.S. Sheikh Rashid Ahmad, Maanut. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


This meeting of the All India Muslim League advice the Mussalmans of 
India not to be in any way affected by the militant resolutions of the Hindu 
Mahasabha or the utterances of the communalist Hindu leaders. It further advises 
the Muslim to cooperate with those Hindu and other Non-Muslim organizations 
and individuals who sincerely believe in the progress of India as a whole and are 
ready to work with the Muslims for the achievement of full responsible Govern- 
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ment by peaceful and legitimate means recognising the rights and aspirations of all 
communities inhabiting this vast country. 


Proposed by — Mohammad Yamin Khan Sahib M.LA. 
Seconded by — Prof. Mirza Mohammad Said Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


This Session of the All India Muslim League characterises the speech 
recently delivered by Col Wedgewood in the House of Commons as advocacy for a 
particular community and against the aspirations of the Mussalmans and hopes the 
British nation and Joint Parliamentary Committee will treat it as such. 


Proposed by Sincerely, — K.S. Haji Rashid Ahmad Sahib. 
Seconded by — Sh. Ataurrahman Sahib 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


This Session of the All India Muslim League places on record its emphatic 
protest against the policy of the British Government in trying to make Palestine the 
National Home of the Jews and requests H.E. the Viceroy to represent to His 
Majesty's Government the feelings of the Muslims of India that the Balfour Decla- 
ration be immediately withdrawn as it is opposed to the fundamental rights of the 
people entrusted to their control. 


Proposed by — Moulvi Karam Ali Sahib (Lucknow) 
Seconded by — Maulana Mazharuddin Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.& 


That this Session of the All India Muslim League is strongly of the opinion 
that for the success of the new constitution it is essential that the Muslim demand 
which yet remain to be met in respect of the following matters be provided for in 
the new constitution:- 

(1) Allotment of the Muslim seats, as 1/3rd in either of the two houses in 
the Central Legislature. 

(2) Provision for adequate representation of the Muslim from special con- 
stituencies. 

(3) Election to the Federal Upper House by direct method and separate 
electorate. 

(4) Declaration of fundamental rights relating to the Muslim personal 
laws; establishment of Qazi’s courts in matter involving Muslim rites and usages. 

(5) Adequate representation of Muslim in Orissa after its separation from 
Bihar. 

(6) Provision for restraining legislation if 3/4th of the members of any 
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particular community oppose the passage of a bill as adversely affecting their 
religion or their special rights under the constitution. 
(7) Reforms in Baluchistan. 


Proposed by — Maulana Shafi Daoodi Sahib M.L.A. 
Seconded by — Maulana Mazharuddin Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


This meeting of the All India Muslim League, having taken into considera- 
tion the letter addressed to its President by certain Muslim leaders of the Punjab 
suggesting that advantage should be taken of the expected presence in this country 
of H.H. the Agha Khan and Mr. M.A. Jinnah to hold a convention at some suitable 
place for the purpose of bringing about unity in the ranks of the League, expresses 
its full concurrence in the spirit of this proposal, and its readiness to accept at all 
times and under all circumstances the guidance and advice of such reversed and 
trusted leaders of the community as the two abovenamed gentlemen, and 
authorises the Council to take such steps in this direction as may be possible and 
desirable in consultation with H.H. the Agha Khan and Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


Proposed by — Prof. Mirza Mohammad Said Sahib 
Seconded by — K.B. Syed Bahauddin Sahib 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


That this meeting of the All India Muslim League while fully supporting 
the extended franchise for women is emphatically of opinion that women should be 
allowed to vote only on their own personal qualification and not on the qualifica- 
tion of their husband or other relatives. (Chair) 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


That this meeting of the All India Muslim League lays special emphasis on 
the employment of Muslims in all branches of Imperial and Provincial services and 
all services under bodies to whom any sort of grant is given by the Government and 
urges the Government to fix a minimum of employment for the Muslims at one- 
third in departments and services under the Central Government, and in the 
Provinces, at the ratio corresponding with the proportion of the Muslim seats in 
relevant legislatures. 


Proposed by — Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, C.ILE., M.LA. 
Seconded by — Dr. Mufti Mohammad Sadiq (Qadian) 
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RESOLUTION NO.12 


That this Session, of the League is emphatically of opinion that weightage 
should not be allowed to the Indian States entering Federation in a manner so as to 
upset the communal balance, and presses upon Government the desirability of 
allotting seats to various States in the Central Legislatures in proportion to the 
population of the States. (Chair) 


RESOLUTION NO.13 


a) ‘That this Session of the League views with great concern that only one 
seat by general electoral is given to Delhi in the Upper Chamber, which is next to 
impossible for Muslims to capture, and therefore urges upon the British Govern- 
ment to provide one seat by separate election to Muslim and, in case it may not be 
possible to provide a separate seat that one seat be given to Muslims by rotation. 

(b) This Session of the League is greatly dis-appointed that no seats by 
separate electorate are provided in any of the Chambers of the Centre urges upon 
the Government to grant in the administration similar representation to the Mus- 
lims of Ajmer, and other Central areas as to Delhi. 


Proposed by — Moulvi Syed Abdul Jabbar Sahib (Ajmer.) 
Seconded by — B. Ijaz Hussain Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.14 


(a) That this Session of the Muslim League draws the attention of the 
Governor-General to the paucity of the Muslim representation in the Railway ser- 
vices and deplores that the percentage of Muslims has not increased in spite of 
repeated assurances given by the Government representatives on the floor of the 
Legislative Assembly. | 

(b) This Session congratulates those Muslim and Hindu members who set 
on the Statutory Railway Board Committee in London for amicably settling the 
communal representation on the proposed Railway authority and thus paving the 
way for harmonious working of the two communities which would otherwise have 
been difficult. 


Proposed by — K.S. Sheikh Rashid Ahmad Sahib. 
Seconded by — Syed Mohammad Taqi Hadi Sahib (U.P.) 


RESOLUTION NO.I5 


That this Session of the All India Muslim League draws the attention of 
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the Governor-General to the paucity of Muslims in the services of the Imperial 
Bank and fears that the same will follow in the proposed Reserve Bank. 


Proposed by — Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad C.LE., M.LA. 
Seconded by — K.S. Hafiz Mohammad Siddiq Muttani. 


RESOLUTION NO.16 


While the All India Muslim League is the oldest political organisation of 
the Mussalmans and their oldest representative, this mecting of the Muslim League 
considers it necessary that so long as the Muslim demands as proclaimed on the Ist 
January, 1929 as well as the 14 points of Mr. Jinnah are not incorporated in the 
constitution Act, the All India Muslim League should continue to cooperate with 
the All India Muslim Conference which is a body merely constituted for the ex- 
press purpose of securing those demands and thus establishing a position for the 
Mussalmans of India; therefore this meeting authorises the Council of the All India 
Muslim League to send its representatives to the Conference if and when it con- 
siders it necessary to do so. 


Proposed by — K.S. Haji Rashid Ahmed Sahib 
Seconded by— Sheikh Ataur Rahman Sahib 


RESOLUTION NO.17 


That this meeting of the Muslim League strongly protests against the acrial 
bombardment of the transfrontier tribes and strongly urges the British Government 
to abandon the forward policy which leads to repression and violence in the inde- 
pendent tribal areas. 


Proposed by — Maulana Mazharuddin Sahib 
Seconded by — Maulana Karam Ali Sahib (Lucknow). 


RESOLUTION NO.18 


Resolved that in the new constitution residuary powers should be vested 
with the components units of the Federation in order to bring all Provinces and 
Indian States on a footing of equality in the Federation. 


Proposed by — S.M. Tagi Sahib (Moradabad). 
Seconded by — K.S. Haji Rashid Ahmad Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.19 


Resolved that the following Members are elected Vice Presidents of the 
League for the next term of three years (one from each Province and one from 
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Native States):- (1) K.S. Haji Rashid Ahmad Sahib (Delhi); (2) The Hon. Nawab 
Bahadur Nawab Shah Muzzammil Ullah Khan Sahib (U.P.); (3) Begum Sahib Mian 
Shah Nawaz (Punjab); (4) Mr. M.A. Jinnah (Bombay); (5) Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto 
(Sindh); (6) M. Jamal Mohammad Sahib (Madras); (7) The Hon. Nawab Sir 
Sahebzada Abdul Qaiyum (N.W.F.Province); (8) K.B. Nawab Gul Mohammad 
Khan Sahib of (Quetta Baluchistan); (9) Sir Abdurrahim (Bengal); (10) Maulana 
Shafi Daoodi Sahib (Bihar and Orissa); (11) Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhari, M.L.A. 
(Assam); (12) K.B.H.M. Wilayatullah Sahib M.L.A. (C.P. and Berat); (13) Moulvi 
Syed Abdul Jabbar Sahib (Ajmere); (14) Mohammad Dawjee Dadabhoy Sahib 
(Burma); (15) K.B. Nawab Sir Kazi Azizuddin Ahmad Sahib (Native States). 


Proposed by — Prof. Mirza Mohammad Said Sahib 
Seconded by — K.S.S.M. Abdullah Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO. 20 


Resolved that Moulvi Sir Mohammad Yaqub be elected Honorary 
Secretary of the League for the next terms of 3 years. | 


Proposed by — K.S.S.M Abdullah Sahib. 
Seconded by — Sh. Attaurrahman Sahib 


RESOLUTION NO.21 


Resolved that K.S.S.M. Abdullah and K.S. Syed Nawab Ali be elected 
Honorary Joint Secretaries of the League for the next term of three years. 


Proposed by — Sh. Habiburrahman Sahib 
Seconded by — Maulana Azmatullah Sahib 


S.M. ABDULLAH 
Honorary Joint Secretary, All India Muslim League. 
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The advent and announcement of the Minto-Morley reforms brought 
home to leaders of Mussalmans the necessity of starting a Muslim political or- 
ganisation and thus was founded the All-India Muslim League at Dacca in Decem- 
ber, 1906. The League adopted its creed and ideal definitely in December, 1912, 
and altered its constitution, having for its aims and objects (1) full responsible 
Government for India with adequate and effective safeguards for Mussalmans, (2) 
to protect and advance the political and religious and other rights and interests of 
Indian Mussalmans, (3) to promote friendship and union between Mussalmans and 
other communities in India, and (4) to maintain and strengthen brotherly relations 
between Mussalmans in India and those in other countries. . 

The League has been faithfully and loyally acting in accordance with these 
fundamental principles ever since. During the period of existence of the Minto- 
Morley constitution, it continued its development from time to time and repre- 
sented and voiced the true feelings and opinions of Mussalmans. As time went on, 
the co-operation and help of prominent leaders of India and particularly of that 
great man, the late Maharaja of Mahmudabad, whose selfless devotion and 
patriotic fervor and single-mindedness of purpose gave the League such strength, 
power and support that it reached the zenith of its ascendancy and accomplished 
what is one of the greatest beacon lights in the constitutional history of India, the 
Lucknow Pact, which is known as “League Congress Pact” in 1916. This pact will 
go down in Indian history as a landmark in the political evolution of the country as 
signal proof of the identity of purpose, earnestness and co-operation between the 
two great sections of the people of India in the task of the attainment of responsible 
government. 


But the Pact was not the last word on the question of adjustment of politi-— 
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cal differences between Hindus and Mussalmans. Nor was it ever intended or could 
be so considered in the new circumstances that arose and developed since then. 
The national demand for complete responsible government after the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms became more and more insistent from 1921 onward. Mussal- 
mans stood shoulder to shoulder with sister communities and did not lag behind in 
their patriotic co-operation with Hindus. But as a minority they maintain the prin- 
ciple that this position in any future political constitutional structure should be 
protected and safeguarded. Here it might be stated that at first sight it may appear 
to an amateur politician that such demand savours of communalism but in reality to 
those who understand the political and constitutional history of the world, it must 
be evident that it is not only natural but is essential by insuring whole-hearted and 
willing co-operation of the minorities who must be made to feel that they can rely 
upon the majority with a complete sense of confidence and security. 


India’s Goal 


In the various steps that followed the deliberations and collaborations that 
took place, the League has always stood for full responsible Government for India 
and unflinchingly stands for the same ideal. it deplores that as a result of the 
Round Table Conference, the British Parliament has forced upon the people of 
India constitution embodied in the Government of India Act of 1935. Its attitude 
towards the constitution is defined by its resolution passed at the session of the 
All-India Muslim League to the following effect: “While it accepts the Communal 
Award till a substitute is agreed upon between the communities concerned, em- 
phatically protests against the constitution embodied in the Government of India 
Act of 1935 being forced upon the people of India against their will and in spite of 
their repeated disapproval and dissent expressed by the various parties and bodies 
in the country. The League considers that having regard to the conditions prevail-' 
ing at present in the country the provincial scheme of the constitution be utilised 
for what it is worth, in spite of the most objectionable features contained therein, 
which render real control and responsibility of the Ministry and Legislature over 
the entire field of Government and administration nugatory. The League is clearly 
of opinion that the All-India Federal scheme of Central Government, embodied in 
the Government of India Act of 1935 is fundamentally bad. It is most reactionary, 
retrograde, injurious and fatal to the vital interests of British India vis-a-vis Indian 
States and it is calculated to thwart and delay indefinitely the realisation of India’s 
most cherished goal of complete responsible Government and is totally unaccep- 
table. The League considers that the British Parliament should still take the ear- 
liest opportunity to review the whole situation afresh regarding the central scheme 
before it is inaugurated or else the League feels convinced that the present scheme 
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will not bring peace and contentment to the people but on the contrary it will lead 
lo disaster if forced upon and persisted in as it is entircly unworkable in the 
interests of India and her people.” 


Election Board 


, But as the provincial scheme embodied in the Government of India Act is 
going to be enforced in the course of next year, the League decided that having 
regard to the conditions prevailing at present in the country, the provincial echense 
of constitution be utilised for what it is worth. In view of this decision, the League 
further decided that a Central Election Board be formed with power to constitute 
and affiliate Provincial Election Boards in the various Provinces and passed the 
following resolution: “Whereas the parliamentary system of government which is 
being introduced in this country with the inauguration of the new constitution 
pre-supposes the formation of parties with a well-defined policy and programme 
which facilitate the education of the electorate and co-operation between the 
groups with approximate aims and ideals and ensures the working of the constitu- 
tion to the best advantage and whereas in order to strengthen the solidarity of the 
Muslim community and to secure for Muslims their proper and effective share in 
Provincial Governments it is essential that Muslims should organise themselves as 
one party with an advanced and progressive programme, it is hereby resolved that 
the All-India Muslim League do take steps to contest the approaching provincial 
elections and for this purpose appoint Mr. Jinnah to form a Central Election Board 
under his Presidentship, consisting of not less than 35 members, with powers to 
constitute and affiliate Provincial Election Boards in the various Provinces, having 
regard to the condition in each Province and devise ways and means for eniriiag 
out the aforesaid objects.” | 

In pursuance of that resolution, the Central Board has now been formed 
and the policy and programme of the Central Board has to be defined. The in- 
auguration of the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme of constitution and the working 
thereof has developed and brought forth various forces and it appears that such 
powers as was available under the scheme has been captured in the various Provin- 
ces by the reactionary conservative elements in combination with a coterie of men 
whose sole aim and object is to secure offices and places for themselves wherever 
and whenever available. This had suited the government and these two classes have 
received every encouragement and support with the result that they have not only 
been a hindrance and an obstacle in the way of the independent and progressive 
intelligentsia, but people generally have been exploited. Thus was created a double 
domination of reactionary forces and imperialistic power. Our aim is that this 





domination must cease. 
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Political Situation 


The present political situation has been aptly described by the President of 
the last session of the All-India Muslim League in the following words: “New 
problems have arisen to-day. It is not only the question of educating the middle 
class of Muslims in India on western lines and providing them with jobs, it is only 
the question of infusing in them the ideals of Victorian Liberalism. On the con- 
trary, present conditions compel one to go much deeper into the problems of the 
entire social regeneration of the seventy millions of ‘Muslims, of extricating them 
from the terrible poverty, degradation and backwardness into which they have 
fallen and giving them at least the rudiments of civilised existence and making them 
free citizens of a free land. We must realize, as people of other countries have 
realised, that a change is necessary and that unless such change is soon made the 
whole of this social structure must come down with a crash which will involve the 
extinction of not only the educated section of our people but also of all privileged 
classes, whether they hold privileges by reasons of caste, land or money. The 
foundations of the super-structure in which we are living to-day were laid centuries 
ago and it is but natural that those foundations have ceased to be stable now. It is 
the duty, if it is not only an obligation created by the motives of self-interest, of all 
of us educated classes, capitalists and land-holders to lay the foundations of the 
new structure, of course, in order that this effort must fructify, sacrifices will have 
to be made on the part of all. Let me tell you that the building of such a social 
edifice will be more glorious, more human and more just than the building of an 
empire.” But at the same time we must make it clear that the League is opposed to 
any movement that aims at expropriation of private property. 

The main principles on which we expect our representatives in various 
legislatures to work will be (1) that the present provincial constitution and 
proposed central constitution should be replaced immediately by democratic full 
self-government; (2) and that in the meantime, representatives of the Muslim 
League in the various Legislatures will utilize the Legislatures in order to extract 
the maximum benefit out of the constitution for the uplift of the people in the 
various spheres of national life. The Muslim League Party must be formed as a 
corollary so long as separate electorates exist, but there would be free-co-operation 
with any group or groups whose aims and ideals are approximately the same as 
those of the League party. The League appeals to Mussalmans that they should not 
permit themselves to be exploited on economic or any other grounds which will 


break up the solidarity of the community. 


Programme for Election 


The manifesto lays down the following programme for the ensuing elec- 
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tions: To protect religious right of Mussalmans in which connection for all matters 
of purely religious character, due weight shall be given to opinions of the Jamiat- 
Ulema-i-Hind and Mujtahids; to make every effort to secure the repeal of all 
repressive laws: to reject all measures which are detrimental to the interest of India, 


which encroach upon the fundamental liberties of the people and lead to economic. 


exploitation of the country; to reduce the heavy cost of administrative machinery, 
Central and Provincial, and allocate substantial funds for nation-building depart- 
ments; to nationalise the Indian Army and reduce military expenditure; to en- 
courage development of industries, including cottage industries; to regulate curren- 
cy, exchange and prices in the interest of the economic development of the country; 
to stand for social, educational and economic uplift of the rural population; to 
sponsor measures for the relief of agricultural indebtedness; to make elementary 
education free and compulsory; to protect and promote the Urdu language and 
script; to devise measures for the amelioration of the general conditions of the 
Mussalmans; and to take steps to reduce the heavy burden of taxation and create 
healthy public opinion and general political consciousness throughout the country. 





ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE COUNCIL JANUARY 1938 
Text of Resolutions passed at the Meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on the 30th and 31st of January 1938 at the Office of the 
League, Delhi with Mr. M.A. Jinnah in the Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO. 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
places on record its deep sense of sorrow and grief at the sad and sudden demise of 
Nawab Sir Abdul Qayum and Musheer Hussain Saheb Kidwai. The Council of the 


League conveys its heartfelt condolence to the members of their bereaved families. 


RESOLUTION NO. 


Resolved that the resignation of Moulvi Sir Mohammad Yaqub be ac- 
cepted. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Council of the All India Muslim League while recognising that the 
Mussalmans throughout India are pledged to the restoration of the Shahidganj 
Mosque having fully considered the grave situation which has arisen consequent 
upon the recent decision of the Punjab High Court is of opinion that a Special 
Session of the All India Muslim League be summoned for that purpose to decide 
upon the final line of action without delay. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


The Council of the All India Muslim League resolves that Friday the 18th 
of February 1938 be observed as Shahidganj Day and Public Meetings be held all 


261 

















Foundations of Pakistan 


over the country to explain the resolution of the Council of the All India Muslim 
League passed on the 31st of January 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO. 5 


The Council of the All India Muslim League resolves that the time men- 


tioned in section (c) and (d) of resolution No.15 passed at the last Annual Session 
of the League at Lucknow be extended to the 31st March 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Council of the All India Muslim League requests the following 
gentlemen to go as soon as possible to the North West Frontier Province with a 
view to organise the Mussalmans in that province:- 

(1) Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb, (2) Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Saheb, (3) 
Maulana Enayatullah Saheb (4) Prof. Enayatullah Saheb, (5) M. Ali Balad 
Habibullah Saheb, (6) Mulla Jan Mohammad Saheb, (7) Jamal Mian Saheb (8) 
Mohammad Ali Manayar, (9) Haji Anisuddin Saheb Sahrai. 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on the 20th of March 1938 at Delhi with Mr. M.A. Jinnah in 


the Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the Special Session of the All India Muslim League be held 
at Calcutta on the 18th and 19th of April 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


In view of the decision of the Punjab Premier, expressing his readiness to 
resign even if the majority of the Muslim Members give their verdict disapproving 
of his action foreshadowed in his recent pronouncement with regard to the 
Shahidganj question, the Council realise that the main burden and responsibility 
rests with the Muslim representatives of the Punjab Legislature and the public 
generally. The Council appreciate that the gravity and the nature of the issues 
involved are present to the mind of Sir Sikandar Hayat and his Government; the 
assurance given by him in his pronouncement of his making an earnest attempt to 
bring about an honourable settlement of the question is the best course in the 
opinion of the Council, and in this direction lies the way of restoring and securing a 
permanent peace and good will between the two great sister communities Muslim 
and Sikhs, whose moral responsibility to each other, whose interests and the wel- 
fare, and the larger interest of the Province andthe country, demand that, with 
their great history, religion and traditions behind them, they should rise above the 
verdicts of Judicial Tribunals and the decisions of legislatures and Government, 
and rise to the occasion and come to an honourable settlement of their own, that 
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failing such a desideratum of mutual agreement of the parties concerned, which will 
be most unfortunate, Council note, with great satisfaction, the determination of the 
Punjab Government that it will not fail to explore and exhaust all constitutional 


avenues open to them to find a satisfactory and Just solution of the problem to | 


which, Council are glad, they are already applying themselves; and that, while the 
final decision as to the policy and the line of action can only be decided by the All 
India Muslim League, the Council, in the meantime, are willing and ready to render 
all the assistance and help they can towards the solution of the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


This Council recommends to the Session of the League to be held at 
Calcutta on the 18th and 19th of April 1938 that the following new rule be added to 
the Constitution as Rule 40A. 

“Every Muslim Member of a Provincial Legislature: shall be Ex- officio 
Delegate at the Annual or Special Session of the League provided he or she is 
already a member of some branch of the All- India Muslim League and also is a 
Member of the Muslim League Party in the Provincial Legislature. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a committee of the following members be formed to con- 
sider and decide ihe applications for affiliation that have already been received or 
that may be received hereafter from various Provinces:— 1, Nawab Ismail Khan 
Saheb (Chairman) 2. Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb. 3. K.B.S. M. Abdullah 
Saheb, 4. Hussain M. Malik Saheb, 5. Col. A. Rahman. (Quorum 3). The decision 
of the Committee will be subject to confirmation by the Council. 

Whereas numerous complaints have reached the Central Office of the 
hardship, ill-treatment and injustice that is meted out to the Muslims in various 
Congress Government Provinces and particularly to those who are workers and 
members of the Muslim League, the Council resolves that a special Committee be 
appointed consisting of the following members to collect all informations, make all 
necessary enquiries and take such steps as may be considered proper and to 
submit their report to the President and the Council from time to time. 1. Raja 
Syed Mohammad Mehdi Saheb (Chairman), 2. Mr. Ali B. Habibullah (Secretary), 
3. K.B. Haji Rashid Ahmad Saheb, 4. Mian Ghiasuddin Saheb, M.L.A., 5. Syed 
Zakir Ali Saheb, 6. Syed Hasan Reyaz Saheb, 7. Syed Taqi Hadi Saheb. 


RESOLUTION NO. 5 





Resolved that the Muslim League Flag which was unfurled at the last 


Text Of Resolutions 


Annual Session of the All-India Muslim League at Lucknow is to remain the Flag 
of the League i.e. Green Flag with Crescent and Star in white. 


RESOLUTION NO. 6 


Resolved that the Volunteer Corp under League organisation all over the 
country be called. “The Muslim National Guard of India” and the uniform shall be 
Green shirt or Coat with a badge consisting of Crescent and Star in white. 


RESOLUTION NO. 7 


Resolved that the President be authorised to take all necessary steps to 
form a Muslim League Party in the Central Legislature at an early date with power 
to the party so formed to coalesce with any other party or group whose policy and 
programme is approximately the same as that of the all India Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO. & 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council be:adjourned till the 3rd of April 
1938 to elect members to the Council in the event of Provincial League failing to do 
so by the 31st of March 1938, the time prescribed. 








Text of Resolution passed at the meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League held on the 3rd April 1938 at Delhi with Mr. M.A. Jinnah in the 
Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the report of the Sub-Committee appointed by the Council 
of the All-India Muslim League for the purpose of affiliation of Provincial Muslim 
League be adopted. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that except in the case of C.P. and Ajmere the existing members 
of the Council of the All-India Muslim League from Provinces, whose applications 
for affiliation have not yet been received or accepted by the Council, be adopted 
and vacancies be filled in by the Council. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that election of the additional members for the Council of the All 
India Muslim League from Bombay, Sind, Madras, N.W.F.P. and Baluchistan be 
left to a Sub-Committee of the following members:- 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, Husain M. Malik, K.B.$.M. Abdulla, 
Waheeduddin Ahmad and Maulana Mazharuddin. (Quorum 3). 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


. Resolved that for the membership of the Council from Punjab, C.P. and 
Ajmere, the -agrecd names submitted by the members of the Council from these 
Provinces be adopted. 
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RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that in the opinion of the Council the proposal of Mr. Husain 
Imam and Mr. Mohammad Abdul Ghani that the complete list of the names sent by 
the Bihar Provincial Muslim League for the membership of the Council from Bihar 
be adopted was not practicable. It was further resolved that the existing members 
of the Council from Bihar should continue to be members and for the one vacancy 
Zamiruddin Saheb be elected. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


Resolved that the election of the members of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League from Bengal, Orissa and Assam be postponed till the next meeting 
of the Council. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that in compliance with the request of the Bengal Presidency 
Muslim League the dates of the Special Session to be held in Calcutta on 18th and 
19th of April be changed to 17th and 18th (and if necessary) 19th of April 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO.8& 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee of the following members of the Council 
of the All India Muslim League be appointed to enquire into the question of the 
mosque in Asansol and submit their report to the Council of the League as soon as 
possible:- 

1. Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb M.L.A. 2. The Hon. Husain Imam M.C.S. 3. 
Husain M. Malik Saheb, Bar-at-Law, 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


Resolved that a committee of the following members be appointed to draft 
an exhaustive Programme on the lines chalked out in Resolution No.14 of the last 
Annual Session regarding economic, Social, and educational matters and submit 
their report in the next meeting of the Council:- 

1. The Hon. Husain Imam. 2. Syed Ghulam Bhik Saheb Narang. 3. Syed 
Hasan Reyaz. 4. Nawabzada Khurshaid Ali Khan. 5. The Hon. Haji Mohammad 
Husain (Convener). 











Text of Resolution passed at the Meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on Sunday the 17th of April, 1938 at the Muslim Institute, 
Calcutta, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, President of the League presided. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that following Provincial Muslim Leagues be affiliated to the All 


India Muslim League:- 
1. Bihar Provincial Muslim League, 2. N.W.F.P. Provincial Muslim League 


and 3. Ajmere Provincial Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the application of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League be 
considered by the Affiliation Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that a copy of the complaints against the Delhi Provincial Mus- 
lim League by some Members of the Council of the Delhi Provincial Muslim 
League and others be sent to the President of the Delhi Provincial Muslim League 
for such explanation as they may think proper and that the matter be placed before 
the next meeting of the Council. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the following be elected as members of the Council of the all 
India Muslim League:- 
(List omitted) 








Text Of Resolutions 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the report regarding economic, social and educational mat- 
ters submitted by the Committee that was appointed under resolution No.9 of the 
Council passed at its meeting on the third of April, 1938 be considered at the next 
mecting of the Council. 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League held on the 30th and 31st of July 1938 at Delhi with Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah in the Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the invitation of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League to hold 
next Annual Session in Bihar be accepted and that the Session be held at Patna 
during Xmas holidays. The Bihar Provincial Muslim League be informed that as 
regards its request for a share in the Visitors’ and Delegates’ fees, the matter will 
be considered by the Council and an equitable adjustments made. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that an Industrial Exhibition be held on the occasion of the 
Annual Session of the League at Patna and Raja Saheb Pirpur be appointed to 
organise the Exhibition. | , 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that (a) a Sub-Committee be appointed for Propaganda and 
Publicity (b) a Fund Committee be appointed for the purpose of raising funds and 
the Council directs the Working Committee to select the personnel of these two 


committees. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee of the following persons be appointed te 
examine the scheme of the Muslim National Guard and to submit their report to 
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the Working Committee within one month 1, Nawab of Chhatari 2. Capt. Sir Sher 
Mohammad Khan 3. Abdul Kadir Shaikh 4. Sardar Aurangzeb Khan Saheb S. Capt. 
Nawab Jamshed Ali Khan 6. Syed Eizaz Rasul Saheb 7. Rashid Hosain Qidwai and 
8. M.M.S. Ispahani convener of the Committee. (Quorum 3.) 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that “Palestine Day” be observed throughout India on Friday the 
26th of August and the Council requests all the Muslim League organisations and 
appeals to the Mussalmans to hold meetings condemning the unjust, repressive, 
and inhuman policy that is pursued by the British Government and offer prayers for 
the complete success of our Arab brethren in their honourable and just struggle for 
freedom of their country. 

The Council further appoints a committee consisting of the following 
members to consider the question of sending influential deputation abroad special- 
ly to Palestine and England and directs the Committee to consider the ways and 
means by which an effective pressure can be brought to bear upon the British 
Government and also advise the Council with regard to the question of the Boycott 
of British goods. 1. Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb 2. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Saheb 
3. Abdurrahman Saheb Siddiqi 4. Maulana Kutubuddin Abdul Wali Saheb 5. 
Maulana Hasrat Mohani Saheb 6. Maulana Mazharuddin Saheb and 7. Aziz 
Ahmad Khan Saheb Convener of the Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Council of the All India Muslim League finds from the Press reports 
that efforts are being made in England between the British Government and some 
of the leaders of Indian opinion to bring about certain modifications in the Federal 
Scheme embodied in the Government of India. Act 1935 in order that India may 
work the Federal Constitution. The Muslim League, therefore, wishes to make it 
clear that it will not be bound by any adjustment that may be arrived at without its 
approval and consent and further warns the British Government against such ac- 
tion being taken, without consulting and ascertaining the views of the Mussalmans 
of India and of the consequences that may follow. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the scheme as proposed by the Congress for the Constituent 
Assembly is not acceptable as the Council considers it most injurious and detrimen- 
tal to the interests of Mussalmans. 
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RESOLUTION NO.8& 


The Council of the All India Muslim League condemns the action of the 
N.W.F.P. Government in imposing a fine of Rs. 2,500 on all the inhabitants of 
Mardan in consequence of the murders of a few persons and request the said 
Government to set aside its order at earliest opportune moment. 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


Resolved that the complaint against the Provincial Muslim League Delhi 
together with the explanation of the President of the said League be referred to the 
Working Committee for such action as it may deem proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


Resolved that the question of disciplinary action against K.B. Haji Rashid 
Ahmad be referred to the Working Committee for such action as it may consider 
proper. 








Text of the Resolutions of the meeting of the Executive Council (Working 
Committee) of the All India Muslim League held at Gul-i- Raana, New Delhi, on 
the 30th and 31st of July 1938 Mr. M.A. Jinnah in the Chair. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that following letter on behalf of the Executive Council be sent to 
Mr. Bose President of the Congress in reply to his letter dated Wardha 25th July 
1938 addressed to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, the President of the All India Muslim League. 
Copy of the letter of Mr. M.A. Jinnah, the President of the All India Muslim 
League addressed to Mr. S. Bose, the President of the Congress. 
2nd August 1938. 


Dear Mr. Bose, 

I placed your letter dated the 25th of July 1938 before the meeting of the 
Executive Council of the All India Muslim League. 

The Executive Council gave its earnest attention and careful consideration 
to the arguments which were urged in your letter for persuading it not to claim the 
status it has done in its resolution No.1 already communicated to you. I am desired 
to state that in defining the status the Council was not actuated by any motive of 
securing an admission, but had merely stated an accepted fact. 

The Council is fully convinced that the Muslim League is the only 
authoritative and representative political organisation of the Mussalmans of India. 
This position was accepted when the Congress League Pact was arrived at in 1916 
at Lucknow and ever since, till 1935 when Jinnah-Rajandra Prashad conversation 
took place, it has not been questioned. The All India Muslim League; therefore, 
does not require any admission or recognition from the Congress and nor did the 
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resolution of the Executive Council passed at Bombay. But in view of the fact that 
the position — In fact the very existence — of the League had been questioned by 
‘Pandit-Jawahar Lal Nehru, the President of the Congress, in one of his statements 
wherein he asserted that there were only two parties in the country viz the British 
Government and the Congress, it was considered necessary by the Executive Coun- 
cil to inform the Congress of the basis on which the negotiations between the two 
organisations could proceed. 

Besides, the very fact that Congress approached the Muslim League to 
enter into negotiations for a settlement of the Hindu-Musiim question it presup- 
posed the authoritative and representative character of the League and as such its 
right to come to an agreement on behalf of the Mussalmans of India. 

The Council are aware of the fact that there is a Congress coalition 
government in N.W.F.P. and also that there are some Muslims in the Congress 
organisation in other provinces. But the Council is of opinion that these Muslims in 
the Congress do not and can not represent the Mussalmans of India, for the simple 
reason that their number is very insignificant and that as members of the Congress 
they have disabled themselves from representing or speaking on behalf of the Mus- 
Jim community. Were it not so, the whole claim of the Congress alleged in your 
letter regarding its national character would fall to the ground. 

As regards “the other Muslim organisations” to which reference has been 
made in your letter, but whom you have not even named, the Council considers that 
it would have been more proper if no reference had been made to them. If they 
collectively or individually had been in a position to speak on behalf of the Mussal- 
mans of India, the negotiations with the Muslim League for a settlement of the 
Hindu-Muslim question would not have been initiated by the Presidents of the 
Congress and Mr. Gandhi. However, so far as the Muslim League is concerned it 
is not aware that any Muslim political organisation has ever made a claim that it 
can speak or negotiate on behalf of the Muslims of India. It is, therefore, very much 
to be regretted that you should have referred to “other Muslim organisations” in 
this connection. 

The Council is equally anxious to bring about a settlement of “the much 
vexed Hindu-Muslim question” and thus hasten the realization-of the common goal, 
but it is painful to find that subtle arguments are being introduced to cloud the 
issue and retard the progress of the negotiations. 

In view of the facts stated above the Council still hopes that the repre- 
sentative character of the Muslim League will not be questioned and that the 
Congress will proceed to appointment a committee on that basis. 

With reference to the second resolution the Council wishes to point out 


that it considered undesirable the inclusion of Mussalmans in the Committee that — 
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might be appointed by the Congress because it would meet to solve and settle the 
Hindu- Muslim question and so in the very nature of the issues involved they would 
not command the confidence of either Hindus or the Mussalmans and their posi- 
tion indeed would be most embarrassing. The Council, therefore, request you to 
consider the question in the light of the above observations. 

With reference to the third resolution it was the memorandum of the 
Congress referred to in your letter dated the 15th of May 1938 in which mention of 
other minorities was made and the Muslim League expressed its willingness to 
consult them, if and when it was necessary in consonance with its declared policy. 

As regards your desire for the release of the correspondence, including 
this letter, for publication the Council has no objection to your doing so. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) M.A. JINNAH. 


Copy of the letter of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, President All India Congress 
Committee addressed to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, President of the All India Muslim League. 

Wardha, 25th July 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah. 

The Working Committee has given all the attention it was possible for it to 
give to the resolutions of the Muslim League you were good enough to enclose with 
your letter of the 6th June 1938. The first resolution of the Leagu. Council defines 
the status of the League. If it means that, before we proceed to set up a machinery 
for considering the terms of settlement of the communal question, the Congress 
should recognise the status as defined in that resolution, there is an obvious dif- 
ficulty. Though the resolution does not use the adjective ‘only’, the language of the 
resolution means that the adjective is understood. Already the Workin,» Committee 
has received warnings against recognising the exclusive status of the League. There 
are Muslim organisations which have been functioning independently of the Mus- 
lim League. Some of them are staunch supporters of the Congress. Moreover, there 
are individual Muslims who are Congressmen, some of whom exercise no incon- 
siderable influence in the country. Then there is the Frontier Province which is 
overwhelmingly Muslim and which is solidly with the Congress. You will see that in 
the face of these known facts it is not only impossible, but improper for the Con- 
gress to make the admission which the first resolution of the League Council ap- 
parently desires the Congress to make. It is suggested that the status of organisa- 
tions does not accrue to them by any defining of it. It comes through the service to 
which a particular organisation has dedicated itself. The Working Committee 
therefore hopes that the League Council will not ask the Congress to do the impos- 
sible. Is it not enough that the Congress is not only willing but eager to establish the 
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friendliet relations with the League and to come to an honourable understanding 
over the much vexed Hindu-Muslim question? 
At this stage it may perhaps be as well to state the Congress claim. 


Though, it is admitted that the largest number of persons to be found on the 
numerous Congress registers are Hindus, Congress has a fairly large number of 
Muslims and members of other communities professing different faiths. It has been 
an unbroken tradition with the Congress to represent all communities, all races, 
and classes to whom India is their home. From its inception it has often had 
distinguished Muslims as Presidents and as General Secretaries who enjoyed the 
confidence of the Congress and of the country. The Congress tradition is that 
though a Congressman does not cease to belong to the Faith in which he is born 
and bred up, no one comes to the Congress by virtue of his faith; he is in and of the 
Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the political principles and policy of the 
Congress. The Congress therefore is in no sense a communal organisation. In fact it 
has always fought the communal spirit because it is detrimental to the growth of 
pure and undefiled nationalism. But whilst the Congress makes this claim, and has 
sought, with more or less success, to live up to the claim, the Working Committee 
asks for no recognition from the League Council. The Committee would be glad if 
your Council would come to an understanding with the Congress in order that we 
might achieve national solidarity and wholeheartedly work for realising our com- 
mon destiny. | 

As to the second resolution of the Council, I am afraid that it is not 
possible for the Working Committee to confirm to the desire expressed therein. 

The third resolution, the Working Committee is unable to understand. So 
far as the Working Committee is aware, the Muslim League is purely a communal 
organisation, in the sense that it seeks to serve Muslim interests and its membership 
too is open only to Muslims. The Working Committee also has all along understood 
that so far as the League is concerned, it desires, and rightly, a settlement with the 
Congress on the Hindu-Muslim question and not on questions affecting all 
minorities. So far as. the Congress is concerned, if the other minorities have a 
grievance against the Congress, it is always ready to deal with them as it is its 
bounden duty to do, being by its very constitution and organisation representative 
of all India without distinction of caste or creed. 

In view of the foregoing I hope that it will be possible for us to take up the 
next stage in our negotiations for reaching settlement. 

It is suggested that as the previous correspondence has already been pub- 





lished, it would be wise to take the public into confidence and publish the sub-_ 
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sequent correspondence between us. If you are agreeable these documents will be 
immediately released for publication. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) SUBHAS BOSE. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that in pursuance of the resolution passed by the Council of the 
All India Muslim League on the 30th and 31st of July 1938, the following be ap- 
pointed as members of the Propaganda and Publicity Committee:- 

1. Maulana Shaukat Ali Sahib, 2. Col. A. Rahman,-M.L.A, (Central), 3. 
The Honorary Secretary of the India Muslim League Convener of the Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO. 3 


Resolved that in pursuance of the resolution passed by the Council of the 
All India Muslim League on the 30th and 31st of July 1938, the following be ap- 
pointed as members of the Fund Committee:- 

1, Raja Mohammad Amir Ahmad Khan Sahib, Convener of the Commit- 
tee 2. Sir Currimbhoy Ibrahim Bart, 3. Nawab Shah Nawaz, Nawab of Mamdot 4. 
Nawab Ismail Khan Sahib, 5. Raja Sahib Pirpur, 6, Khan Sadulla Khan Sahib, 7. 
Jamal Mohammad Sahib, 8. Maulana Shaukat Ali Sahib, 9. Nawab Musharraf 
Hosain Sahib, 12. K.B.S.M. Abdullah Sahib, 13. Sardar Mohammad Nawaz Khan 
Sahib, 14. The Hon. H. Shaheed Soharwardy, 15. Sir Abdoola Haroon 16. S.A. Aziz 
Sahib, 17. Mr. Ashiq Warsi, 18. Raza Iman Sahib, 19. Lady Imam, 20 Syed Abdul 
Rauf Sahib, 21. Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan Sahib, 22. Abu Baker Beg Mohammad 
Sahib, 23. Sir Rahimtoola Chinoy, 24. Sardar Aurangzeb Khan Sahib, with power to 
co-opt. 
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Text of Resolution of the meeting of the Executive Council (Working 
Committee) of the All India Muslim League held at Sir Abdoolla Haroon’s 
residence at Karachi, on the 8th, 9th and 10th of October 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that Raja Saheb Mahmudabad and Sir Curimbhoy Ibrahim be 
appointed as Treasurers of the Fund Committee and hold in Trust the Funds that 
may be collected by the Committee until further instructions. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that Report of the Palestine Committee be placed before the 
Council of the All India Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Executive Counci! considered the letter of the Congress President and 
authorised the President, Mr. M.A. Jinnah to send the following reply: — 

Little Gibbs Road 

Bombay, 

10th October 1938 
Dear Mr. Bose. 

I am in receipt of your letter dated the 2nd of October which was placed 
before the Executive Council I am authorised to state in reply as follows. 

The Executive Council of the All India Muslim League regret very much 
that the Working Committee of the Congress should have entirely misread my 
letter dated the 2nd of August 1938 which is quite clear and does not require, any 
elucidation or further interpretation. The Muslim League are still ready to proceed 
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with the negotiations for settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question on the basis 
defined by my letter referred to above and would appoint its representatives to 
meet the Committee that may be appointed by the Congress on the footing indi- 
cated by us in our three resolutions of the 5th of June 1938 already communicated 
to you. 

, As all the Correspondence so far in this connection has been published I 
am issuing this to the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd). M.A. JINNAH 

Copy of the Letter of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the President of the 
Congress addressed to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, the President of the All India Muslim 
League. | 

Calcutta, 2nd October 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938 has been placed before the Working 
Committee. After due deliberation it has resolved to reply as follows:- 

“Though there are inaccuracies in your letter no purpose will be served by 
dwelling on them. The substance of your letter seems to be that the League does 
not expect the Congress, whether implicity or explicitly, to acknowledge its status as 
the authoritative Muslim organisation of India. If this view is accepted by the 
League, I am authorised to state that the Working Committee will confer with the 
Committee that may be appointed by the League to draw up the terms of settle- 
ment.” 

“The Working Committee will be represented by at least five of its mem- 
bers at the sittings of the Conference.” 

“As the previous correspondence has already been released for publica- 
tion, I am taking the liberty of issuing this to the Press.” 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) S. BOSE 

The Executive Council considered the situation in Assam and resolved the 
following: — 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


“Having considered the recent situation created in Assam, the Executive 
Council of the All India Muslim League urges upon the Governor to exercise his 
powers and summon the Legislative Assembly immediately as the Assembly was 
adjourned Sine die by the Speaker at the instance of the Leader of the Congress 
Party, who now occupies the position of Chief Minister, with an ulterior motive, 
and as it is against all the canons and principles of constitutional Government that a 
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minority Government should be kept in office in the manner in which it is sought to 
be done. 

“The Executive Council is of opinion that the Speaker has failed in his duty 
in adopting the course he has done by adjourning the Assembly, as it seems to the 
Council it can only be intended to help the Congress Party to continue in office as 
long as possible, though in a minority, and condemns Mr. Bardoloi and the Con- 
gress Party for adopting such tactics on threshold of accepting office and shirking 
the no-confidence motion when 56 members, constituting the majority of the As- 
sembly, have tabled a no-confidence motion. 

“The Executive Council of the All India Muslim League appeals to the 
Mussalmans of Assam and every member of the Assembly to stand solid and united 
to defeat machination of the Congress Party who have no right, constitutional or 
moral, to continue in office when they know that they have not the support and 
confidence of the majority in the Legislature. The Executive Council fervently 
hopes and expects every Muslim member in the Legislature to stand loyally by Sir 
Saadullah, the Leader of the Muslim League Party, and support the Coalition 
United Assam Party.” 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the report.of the Committee regarding the National Guard 
be placed before the Council at its next meeting. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Executive Council considered the complaints against the Delhi 
Provincial Muslim League and the reply of the President of the Provincial League it 
authorises the Honorary Secretary to deal with the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the matter of Disciplinary Action against K.B, Haji Rashid 
Ahmad be put up at the next meeting of the Executive Council and in the meantime 
Haji Saheb be informed that if he has any explanation to offer he should do so 
without delay. 


RESOLUTION NO.8& 


Resolved that Prof. Mirza Mohammad Said be appointed as a member of 
the Propaganda Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO.Y 


The Executive Council considered the situation in C.P. and-resolved—as 
follows: — 
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“The Executive Council of the All India Muslim League places on record 
its appreciation of the brave fight that the Muslim League Party in the C.P. and 
Berar Assembly; the Nagpur Jabbalpure and other Muslim Leagues and several 
Muslim institutions in the province, having been putting up against the Vidya 
Mander Scheme and other measures of the Congress Government that are highly 
detrimental to the interests of the province to unite under the banner of the Muslim 
League for the solution of their religious, linguistic cultural and political rights and 
is of opinion that they should not resort to any direct action or unlawful activity 
without the sanction of the Executive Council of the All India Muslim League.” 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Delhi on Sunday the 4th of December 1938, Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah presided. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
expresses its deepest feelings of sorrow and grief at the sad demise of Ataturk 
Ghazi Mustafa Kamal Pasha whom it acknowledges as a truly great personality in 
the Islamic world, a great general and a great statesman. He rebuilt and revived the 
Turkish Nation after its defeat and disintegration, and in spite of opposition from 
the European powers, succeeded in defeating the enemies of Turkey, and within a 
short time brought his country to the front rank of nations, By establishing a 
concord and alliance of the Eastern Nations he guided the East to the true goal of 
political power and prosperity. His memory will inspire Muslims all over the world 
with courage, perseverance and manliness, With this expression of its heartfelt 
grief, the meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League wishes to convey 
its message of sympathy and condolence to the Turkish nation in its great bereave- 
ment. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
expressed its sincere appreciation of the multifarious services rendered by the late 
Maulana Shaukat Ali to the nation. He exerted himself greatly for the estab- 
lishment of the Muslim University, and he was one of the founders of Khudam-i- 
Kaba organization. The success of the Khilafat movement was to a great extent due 


282 


Text Of Resolutions 


to his organising ability and his untiring effort, and for this he cheerfully bore all the 
hardships of imprisonment. He gave his energies to saving the Muslims from the 
peril of the Nehru Report, while he worked unceasingly till the very last in order to 
ensure the success of the present organisation of the Muslim League. All his ac- 
tivities invariably aimed at winning independence for India and at the establishment 
of a lasting concord among the various communities of India. He had the courage 
and capacity to suffer patienatly, and like a true Muslim he was always ready to 
sacrifice himself for Islam. His name deserves a prominent place in the history of 
India’s struggle for freedom. 

This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League is over- 
whelmed with sorrow at the sudden death of the great leader whose personality was 
an epitome of all the virtues self-sacrifice, high resolution, amiableness and true 
friendship. His death is an irrepairable national loss and the Council offers prayers 
for the deceased and heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the Council of the All India Muslim League places on 
record its appreciation of late Sir Mohammad Iqbal as a sage philosopher of Islam 
and a great national poet. He urged the Muslims to build their future in con- 
sonance with their great past. Though he is not among us, he lives for ever in his 
imperishable verses which would continue to inspire the life and actions of the 
Muslims all over the world. | 

This meeting of the Council deeply mourns for him and offers fervent 
prayers to the Almighty that soul of the deceased may rest in peace. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim Leagues 
gives expression to its sincere sorrow at the death of Nawab Sir Mohammad 
Muzammilullah Khan and records its appreciation of the great services which he 
has rendered to the cause of Muslim education and of his generous help in various 
other spheres of national life. | 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the report of the Affiliation Sub-Committee regarding the 
affiliation of the Bombay Presidency Muslim League be confirmed. 

The consideration of the question of the National Guard on all India basis 
was deferred. 

The Report of the Palestine Committee was placed before the Council and 


noted. 
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RESOLUTION NO.6 


Resolved that the Report of the Sub-Committee regarding Economic 
Programme be sent to various Provincial Muslim Leagues for their opinion. 

Mr. M.A. Jinnah was unanimously elected President of the All India Mus- 
lim League for the next year. . 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the election of the members for the Council of the All India 
Muslim League from provinces which have failed to make elections within the 
prescribed time be left to the President and the Secretary of the All India Muslim 
League. 


RESOLUTION NO.8 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
appoints a committee consisting of the gentlemen noted below who shall report on 
the following points at the next meeting of the League at Patna:- 

1, Whether the Wardha Scheme would have the effect of preventing or 
circumscribing the progress of the Urdu Language and Urdu script and whether it 
would tend to obliterate or weaken the religious traditions and culture of the Indian 
Muslims so that they might lose their separate national identity and be moulded 
according to the political ideals of the Congress. 

2, Whether it is essential that the Muslims should have their own separate 


organisation for education which should be under their own control and how this _ 


could be effected. 

It was further resolved that within three months the Committee shall sub- 
mit to the All India Muslim League an educational scheme which should provide 
such education for Muslim boys and girls as would create in them an Islamic 
mentality, strengthen the Islamic characteristics, and at the same time, fully equip 
them to meet the exigencies of the present age. 

1. Dr. Zafarul Hasan. 2. Dr. Kadri. 3. Syed Nawab Ali Sahib. 4. Maulana 
Zafar Ali Khan. 5, Dr. Khalifa Shujauddin. 6. Karimurraza Khan Sahib 7, Maulana 
Burhanul Haq Sahib. 8. Raja Sahib Pirpur Convener of the Committee. 9. Mr. Z.H. 
Lari moved the following resolution which was seconded by Mr. Abdul Waheed 
Khan:- 

“The All India Muslim League Council declares that the speech of Sir 
Sikandar Hayat Khan at Simla assuring the British Government of unconditional 





/ 
| 





support in men and money in case of war does in no way reflect the opinion of the 
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Mussalmans of India and warns responsible members of the Muslim League 

against making pronouncements of such a nature without reference to the League.” 
The Hon. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan opposed the resolution. Mr. M.A. 

Jinnah the President of the League intervened in the debate. The resolution was by 


leave of the Council withdrawn. ae 
Resolutions Nos. 2 and 3 standing in the name Z.H. Lari were not moved. 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


Resolved that a committee of the following gentlemen Haji Sir Abdolla 
Haroon (Chairman) 2. Nawab Sahib Mamdot, 3. Raja Sahib Mahmudabad, 4. Mr. 
Aurangzeb Khan be appointed to give affect to the following resolutions: (with 
power to co-opt). 

1. That a deputation of Ulamas and well-known leaders of Muslim 
minority provinces: U.P., Bihar and, Orissa, C.P. and Madras etc, be organised to 
tour through the Punjab, N.W.F.Province and Sind in order to acquaint the Mus- 
lims of these provinces of the repressive policy of the Congress Ministries towards 
the Muslim minorities. 

2. A second deputation be organised to tour throughout the Islamic 
countries, to remove the misunderstanding created by the Congress leaders that the 
Muslims of India are not patriots and that they are betraying the interest of their 
mother-land. | | 

3. A third deputation be organised to put the real conditions in India 
before the various nations and exposing the Congress attitude towards the 

minorities of India. 

Resolutions Nos. 1 and 2 standing in the name of Maulana Sibghatullah 


Sahib were not moved. 
RESOLUTION NO.11 


Resolved that a Committee consisting of Sir Syed Riza Ali, Mr. Barkat Alt, 
Mr. Ghulam Imam, Maulana Jamal-uddin Abdul Wahab Sahib. Maulana Zafar 
Ahmad Sahib and Mr. Ashraf (Convener) be appointed to: examine the Muslim 
Dissolution of Marriage Bill now pending before the Central Legislative: Assembly 
and send their opinion and recommendation to the President and the Secretary of 
Muslim League Party in the Central Legislative Assembly. (Quorum 4.) | 


RESOLUTION NO.12 


Resolved that any member of Muslim League'who is associated with any 


party whose general policy is opposed to the Muslims should ‘not be allowed to 


become or remain a member of the Muslim League. The decision in this regard will 
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rest with the Executive Council of the Provincial Muslim League subject to appeal 
to the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.13. 


In Central or Provincial Legislatures where parties have been formed all 
those members who are members of the Muslim League should be asked to join the 
League parties. If any member refuses to join the League party in a Provincial 
Legislature the Provincial Muslim League may take such disciplinary action as it 
thinks proper. In the case of Central Legislature the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League may take such disciplinary action as it may deem proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.14 


Resolved that every endeavour should be made to secure in accordance 
with the new Constitution, the right of Separate Election for the Muslims in all 
Municipal Committees, District Boards, District Council and other local bodies. 


RESOLUTION NO.I5 


Resolved that the following proposed resolutions be forwarded to the 
Propaganda and Publicity Committee for such action as it thinks proper:- 

That in order to counteract the Muslim Mass Contact Movement launched 
by the Congress, the following measures be adopted:- 

(i) In every Province and District where the spiritual influence of the 
Ulema could be utilized for the purpose, brief Fatwas and manifetoes should be 
issued on behalf of the Ulema in which the Muslims should be warned against 
joining the Congress and the disadvantages from the religious point of view of any 
association with the Congress should be clearly and emphatically explained to 
them. These Fatwas should be published under the authority of the All India Mus- 
lim League through the agency of the local League in the language of each Province 
or District. | . 

(ii) In consultation with Ulema some suitably qualified Muslims should be 
appointed to address Friday Congregations and other Muslim gatherings and also 
meetings held in rural areas on the subject of the religious turpitude and secular 
harm which is likely to result for the Muslims, by their joining the Congress. 

_ (iii) Having regard to the fact that in certain public offices undue pressure 
is put on Muslim subordinates by their official superiors in order to make them join 
the Congress and similarly in certain Mills and Workshops with Congressite owners 
and managers Muslim workmen and labourers are compelled to join the Congress, 
the Council of the All India Muslim League should direct influential and leading 
members of the League to move Government officers responsible for maintenance 
of law and order to check such unlawful abuse of power. 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Executive Council (Working 
Committee) of the All India Muslim League held at Gul-i- Raana, 8B, Hardinge 
Avenue, New Delhi, on the 5th of December 1938. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Executive Council considered the serious situation that has arisen in 
the Central Provinces and Berar with regard to the introduction of the Vidya 
Mandir Scheme and its repercussions all over India, and also considered the re- 
quest of the C.P. Provincial Muslim League to launch Civil disobedience as the 
Mussalmans of the Province have exhausted all constitutional methods to secure 
redress of their grievances. The Executive Council resolved that Nawabzada Lia- 
quat Ali Khan M.L.A. Honorary Secretary, All India Muslim League, be deputed 
to go to the Central Provinces and examine the situation and submit his report 
before the Annual Session of the All India Muslim League at Patna. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


While the All India Muslim League fully sympathises with the aspirations 
of State subjects for their constitutional advance, it deprecates the changed attitude 
on the part of the Congress whose main objective in championing the cause of the 
States people is only to secure the establishment in the Indian States of an elective 
system enabling their representatives to be returned to the Federal Legislature, 
irrespective of any thing else, in the hope that it might get a majority in the Federal 
Legislature. The Council, therefore, views with grave apprehension the recent 
pronouncement of Mr. Gandhi which threatens the extinction of the ruling Princes 
and the British Government with disastrous consequences if they did not meet the 
demand of the Congress. 
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The Muslim League is already opposed to the Federal scheme embodied 
in the Government of India Act of 1935 for reasons it has repeatedly made clear, 
and it warns the British Government that, if the methods of coercion and intimida- 
tion resulted in the British Government yielding to the Congress, the Mussalmans 
will not hesitate to resort to the most extreme measures in their opposition to such 
a position where their most vital interests would stand to be sacrificed. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that a committee of the following gentlemen Sir Abdoola 
Haroon, the Raja Saheb Mahmudabad and Nawab Ismail Khan Saheb be ap- 
pointed to select and adopt a candidate on behalf of the Muslim League who they 
may think suitable for the vacancy created in the Central Legislative Assembly by 
the death of Maulana Shaukat Ali Saheb. 





Text of Resolutions passed at the Meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Patna on Sunday the 25th of December 1938. Mr. M.A. — 


Jinnah presided. 
| RESOLUTION NO.1 
| Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee be confirmed. 
| Resolution No.2 


Resolved that the proceeding of the last meeting of the Council with the 
following amendment be confirmed. 

Add the following in the proceeding regarding resolution No.9: — 

“The house enunciated the principle that in future any announcement or 
statement on a vital matter by any prominent member of the League, particularly 
by the members of the Working Committee should not be made without the 
authority of the Working Committee or in a case of emergency in consultation with 
the President.” 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the Report of the Affiliation Sub-Committee regarding the 
affiliation of the C.P. and Berar Provincial Muslim League and Sind Provincial 
Muslim League be confirmed. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the Sub-Committee appointed to examine the Wardha 
Scheme of Education be given another three months to submit its report to the 
Council. 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held at Patna on the 27th of December 1938. Mr, M.A. 
Jinnah Presided. 

1. The Honorary Secretary explained the position regarding his visit to 
Nagpur in connection with the Viddia Mandir Scheme which was noted. 

The Committee resolved that the Honorary Secretary be authorised to 
attend the proposed meeting between the Premier and the Muslim MLL. As of CoP. 
as desired by the C.P. Premier. 

2. Mr. S.A. Aziz and Mr. Mohammad Ashique Warsi, members from 
Behar, brought the matter of the Cow-sacrifice and Slaughter of kine to the notice 
of the Committee and explained their grievances against the unsatisfactory manner 
in which the local Government was dealing with it. The Committee was of opinion 
that the Behar Provincial Muslim League should pursue all constitutional channels 
available to them and report the result to the Committee, 

3. Malik Barkat Ali had given notice of the following resolution which he 
however did not move: - 

“That the Organising Committee appointed at Calcutta to set up and es- 
tablish the Punjab Provincial Muslim League and its branches under the new con- 
stitution be dissolved and a new Organising Committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen be set up for the same purpose.” 

(Names to be communicated later), 


aa 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held at-Mustafa Castle, Meerut, on Sunday the 26th of March 
1939 under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Honorary Secretary made his report regarding his visit to Nagpur in 
connection with the Viddia Mandir Scheme which was recorded. As a result of the 
settlement between the Government of C.P. and the Muslim League regarding the 
proposed Viddia Mandir Scheme the Working Committee note with satisfaction 
that C.P. Muslims are taking practical steps to advance Muslim education and it 
appeals to every Mussalman to assist the association which is being formed for the 
purpose. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the matter of Palestine should stand over till the British 
proposals are known. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


In view of the set policy of the Congress and other Hindu organisations to 
achieve Hindu supremacy and their persistence in resorting to coercive and subver- 
sive methods in the Indian States the Muslim League is gravely concerned with 
regard to the fate of the Mussalmans in various States and therefore earnestly 
advises them to effectively organise themselves forthwith in order to protect their 
liberties rights and interests and assures them of its fullest support and assistance in 
their struggle. 
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RESOLUTION NO.4 


Whereas the All India Muslim League is opposed to the Scheme of 
Federation embodied in the Government of India Act 1935 and whereas the work- 
ing of the provincial part of the Constitution has created grav¢ apprehensions 
amongst Muslims and other minorities regarding their future, because the Provin- 
cial scheme has utterly failed to safeguard even the elementary rights of the Muslim 
minorities in various Provinces, and whereas by a resolution passed at the Patna 
Session in December 1938 the President of the All India Muslim League was 
authorised to adopt such course as may be necessary with a view to explore the 
possibility of a suitable alternative which will safeguard the interests of the Mussal- 
mans and other minorities, the President with the concurrence of the Working 
Committee hereby: appoints a committee of the following gentlemen to examine 
various schemes already propounded by those who are fully versed in the Constitu- 
tional developments of India and hereafter to the President and report to the 
Working Committee their conclusions at an early date. — 

1. Mr. M.A. Jinnah (President) 

2. The Hon. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan ~ 

3. Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan Saheb 

4. Syed Abdul Aziz Saheb 

5. Sir Abdoola Haroon 

6. The Hon. Sir Kh. Nazimuddin 

7. Abdul Matin Choudhri Saheb 

8. Sardar Aurangzeb Khan Saheb 

9, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Saheb 

(Convener) 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


| Regarding the question of the Madras Presidency Muslim League it was 

decided to await the reply to the letter sent by the Honorary Secretary to K.T.M. 

Ahmed Ibrahim Saheb, on 11th of March 1939. In the meantime Haji Abdus Sattar 

Haji Essak Sait was requested in collaboration with other leaders to do what he can 
for the establishment of the Presidency Muslim League in Madras. 

With regard to the Provincial Muslim League in Orissa Syed Abdul Aziz 

Saheb was requested to get in touch with the leaders in Orissa and see what could 


be done. 
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RESOLUTION NO.6 


a) Resolved that the Imperial Bank of India, be and are hereby appointed 
Bankers to the All India Muslim League. 

b) That all cheques on the Banking account be signed and all bills, notes, 
and other negotiable instruments be drawn, accepted, and made on behalf of the 
All India Muslim League by Raja Mohammad Amir Ahmad Khan Saheb the 
Honorary Treasurer. 

c) That cheques, bills, notes and other negotiable instruments payable to 
the All India Muslim League may be endorsed for the All India Muslim League by 
the Secretary. | 

d) That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the chairman, be handed to 
the Bank, together with specimens of the necessary signatures. : 


RESOLUTION NO.7 
The Budget for the year 1939 was passed. 
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Text of resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on the 8th of April 1939 at Delhi under the Presidentship of 


Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 
RESOLUTION NO.1 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League places on 
record its deep sense of sorrow and grief at the sad and sudden demise of His 
Majesty Shah Ghazi of Iraq. The Council conveys its sincere sympathy and con- 
dolence to the members of the Royal family and the people of Iraq in their tragic 


loss. 
This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League places on 


record its abhorance at the outrageous murder of Alhaj Maulana Mazharuddin 
Saheb and expresses its deep sorrow at. his sad and untimely death. The Council 
conveys its sincere condolence to the members of the bereaved family. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the President and the Secretary of the All India Muslim 
League be authorised to fill up vacancies in the Council. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that copies of the report of the Sub-Committee appointed to 
examine the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education be sent to all the members of the 
Council forthwith with a request to send in their opinions on or before the 15th of 


May 1939. = 
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It was further resolved that the Working Committee be requested to ex- 
amine the report in the light of the opinions received and formulate their definite 
proposals as early as possible. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Regarding the report of the Economic Programme Committee it was 
resolved that the opinions of the members of the Council of the All India Muslim 
League be sent to the Central office on or before the 15th of May 1939, 

Further resolved that the Working Committee be requested to examine the 
report in the light of the opinions received and formulate their proposals. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee held on the 27th 
of December 1938 at Patna and on the 26th of March 1939 at Mecrut be confirmed. 

(The Honorary Secretary was requested to get-a report from Organising 
Committee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League of its activities and the 
progress made by it so far. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
is of opinion that at present as a first step the Muslim National Guard should be 
formed and organised in each province under the direct supervision and authority 
of the Presidents, of the Provincial Leagues. Further resolved that a committee of 
the following members be appointed to examine and formulate a uniform basis for 
forming and organising Muslim National Guards all over India and make their 
report to the Working Committee on or before the 15th of June 1939, — 

1. Raja of Mahmudabad (Convener) 2. Mr. Ziauddin N. W. F. P. 3. Mr. 
Yousuf Haroon (Sindh) and 4 Syed Amjad Ali Saheb (Punjab). 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the Working Committee be authorised to decide the venue 
and dates of the next Annual Session. 


RESOLUTION NO.S8. 


The following resolution was moved by S. Naimul Hag and was discussed 
and ultimately withdrawn with the permission of the Council. — 

Whereas a very large number of communal riots have occurred in recent 
months specially in the Provinces of United Provinces and Bihar, resulting in the 
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loss of various Muslim lives; and whereas the Congress Governments of the provin- 
ces concerned are lacking in the adoption of any definite policy and programme in 
the matter of civil liberties; this Council of the All India Muslim League resolves 
that a Sub-Committee consisting of 

1. The President. 

2. Hon’ble Khawaja Sir Nazimuddin of Bengal. 

3. The Hon’ble Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan of the Punjab. 

4. Maulana Qutubuddin Abdul Wali Saheb of Lucknow. 

5. Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz of Patna. and 

6. The Honorary Secretary All India Muslim League 

be appointed to frame a scheme of civil liberties in India with special 
reference to the question of (1) Cow sacrifice by Muslim (2) playing of Music 
before mosques by Hindu (3) Hoisting of flags on public buildings and (4) Singing 
of Bande Matram or other songs in educational and other institutions. The Sub- 
Committee is directed to submit its report before the next meeting of this Council. 
The Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League will be the Convener of 
the Sub-Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League deplores the 
action of Mr. Gandhi in launching upon his “fast unto death” on a matter of 
political issue involving amongst others the inclusion of two Muslim representatives 
on the Rajkot Constitutional Reforms Committee already nominated by the Thakur 
Saheb. This meeting therefore most earnestly urges upon the Thakur Saheb and 
H.E. the Viceroy, who has thought fit to intervene as representing the paramount 
power thereby creating a dangerous precedent, that in no case these two Muslim 
members who are the truly chosen representatives of the Muslims of Rajkot should 
be displaced now by the nominees of Mr. V. Patel. And it urges upon the Muslims 
of Rajkot and the Muslim Council to do all in their power to resist any change with 
regard to their representation already declared, as the Muslim League is of opinion 
that any such change would be highly detrimental to the vital interests of the Mus- 
lims of Rajkot. 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


Resolved that this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
is of opinion that Mussalmans who have migrated from Jaipur should be persuaded 
to return to their homes as it is in their own interests to do so and they should not 
be misled by any one who advises them to the contrary. Further resolved that the 
Council advises the Muslims of Jaipur to organise themselves and appoint-a-com 
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mittee of chosen leaders and press for their demands in an organised manner. The 
Council fully sympathises with their deeply wounded feelings with regard to the 
firing resulting in the loss of life of and injury to many innocent people and will do 
every thing to help them in pressing their grievances and demands. 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


(1) In view of the revolutionary unrest that is stalking the land as a result of 
the intensive propaganda launched by the National Congress and its henchmen to 
establish Hindu hegemony all over India in utter disregard of the just and natural 
aspirations of Indian Mussalmans, this Council trusts, that, while giving the fullest 
protection to the Mussalmans of the Deccan who constitute the main strength of 
Islam in His Exalted Highnesse’s Dominions, H.E. Highness’s Government will 
provide for adequate representation of millions of depressed classes in the impend- 
ing scheme of constitutional Reforms and take effective steps to emancipate these 
voiceless milions from the bondage of high caste Hindus, who have hitherto mo- 
nopolised all administrative and Executive power in the rural areas throughout the 
Dominions. 

2 This Council views with grave alarm the united onslaught of the Arya 
Samajists the Hindu Mahasabhaites and their congress friends on His Exalted 
Highness’s Dominion on the unreal pretext that Hindu religion and Hindu Civil 
liberty are in danger of extinction in those dominions and is firmly of the opinion 
that the indefensible policy of the Paramount Power in refusing to stop this subver- 
sive movement in British India against His Exalted Highness the Nizam, who is 
their ‘Faithful Ally’, has already resulted and will go on resulting in inter communal 
clash for which the main responsibility lies on their shoulders. 

In view of the fact that Gandhiji’s direct interference in the affairs of the 
Indian States has for its main object the extinction of the sovereign prerogatives of 
the Indian rulers and the overlordship of the congress ridden majority popular 
front which is overwhelmingly Hindus as evidenced by the Rajkot episode and 
other activities of the Congress in Indian States the council urges upon H.E. 
Highness’s Government not to recognise outside agencies and further emphatically 
calls upon the British Government to stop these mischievous and dangerous ac- 
tivities as they are already creating communal tension and hatred and would lead to 
serious and dissasterous consequences. 











Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 2nd and 3rd July 1939, at Mr. M.A. Jinnah’s 
residence, Little Gibbs Road, Bombay under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah, 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
correspondence that has passed between Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Syed 
Abdur Rauf Shah Saheb regarding the appointment of a Muslim Minister in C,P. 
The Committee was of opinion that no individual Province should negotiate or 
come to any settlement with the Congress with regard to the Hindu Muslim ques- 
tion in their provinces and, if any such proposals are received from the Congress, 
intimation should be seni to the effect that the matter should be referred by the 
Congress to the President or the Working Committee of the All India Muslim 
League. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the next Annual Session of the All India Muslim League be 
held at Lahore on the 28th, 29th and 30th December, 1939. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committce of the All India Muslim League expresses its full 
sympathy with Indian Nationals in South Africa in their struggle against the ob- 
noxious and unjust Segregation Measure and extends to them all possible help. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 





The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League strongly urges 
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upon the Government of India to take prompt steps for the protection of the rights 
of Indians in Ceylon. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League urges upon the 
Government of India to take immediate action to secure justice and fair treatment 
to the Indian Nationals in Belgian Congo. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League, having ¢x- 
amined the White Paper on Palestine and having heard the Muslim League 
delegates, are of opinion that the proposals embodied in the White Paper are most 
unsatisfactory and disappointing and are totally unacceptable. 

The Committee urges upon the British Government to meet the Arab 
demands and redeem the solemn pledges made to the Arabs and the Mussaimans 
of India who stood by them solidly in the Great War. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League hereby resolves 
that a Palestine Fund be opened forth with for the relicf of the dependents of those, 
who lost their lives or suffered in the struggle for independence, and for the protec- 
tion of the First Oibla of Mussalmans. The following Committee, with powers to 
co-opt, is appointed to devise ways and means of collecting money for the Palestine 
Fund and remitting the same to Palestine through the President of the All India 
Muslim League:- 

1. Sir Abdoola Haroon. 

2. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqui. 

3. Haji Abdussatar Haji Esa Saith. 

4. Sir Currimbhoy Ebrahim, 

5, Chowdhary Khaliquzzaman, (Convencr). 


RESOLUTION NO.& 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League appreciates the 
services rendered by Messrs. Abdur Rahman Siddiqui and Chowdhari Khali- 
quzzaman who went to Cairo, London and Near East in connection with the Pales- 
tine Question. 


RESOLUTION NO.Y. 


Resolved that the Madras Provincial Muslim League be affiliated to the 
All India Muslim League. 
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RESOLUTION NO.10 


The consideration of the report of the Economic Programme Committee 
was postponed. 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


The question of Muslim National Guard could not be considered as the 
report of the Committee appointed by the Council in this connection was not 
received. It was decided that the Committee be requested to submit their report, 
the latest, by the end of September 1939. 


RESOLUTION NO.12 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
explanation of Sir Abdul Halim Ghaznavi regarding his resignation from the Mus- 
lim League Party in the Central Assembly. The Working Committee declined to 
consider the acceptance of his resignation from the Council of the All India Mus- 
lim League as it was sent by Sir A. H. Ghaznavi, after the receipt of the notice by 
the Honorary Secretary calling for an explanation as to why disciplinary action 
should not be taken against him regarding his conduct in resigning from the Muslim 
League Party in the Central Assembly and defying the resolutions of the Council of 
the All India Muslim League. The Committee resolved, after giving full considera- 
tion to all papers, documents, and evidence, that the name of Sir A.H. Ghaznavi be 
removed from the Council of the All India Muslim League, and, further, that he 
should be disqualified for the membership of the League Organisation for the next 
four years from 3rd July 1939. 


RESOLUTION NO.13 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League has received 
reports and representations of maltreatment and injustice being done to the Mus- 
salmans in the various Indian States namely Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bhavnagar, Cutch and 
Patiala. The Committee most earnestly urges upon the rulers of the States con- 
cerned to redress the grievances and protect the lives, honour, properties and 
liberties of their Muslim subjects, thereby creating a sense of security amongst them 
and preventing the situation from taking a serious turn. 7 


RESOLUTION NO.14 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League has every sym- 
pathy with the Muslim Muhajirin from Jaipur, who have been undergoing great 
hardship and suffering since they left their homes. The Committee urges upon the 
Jaipur Darbar to meet the just demands of the Jaipur Muslims, without further 
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delay; so that the situation that has been created may not worsen; and at the same 
time advises the Muslims of Jaipur to suspend civil disobedience and organise 
themselves effectively as their salvation lies in their own inherent strength. 


RESOLUTION NO.15 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League views with grave 
concern the situation that is being created by the mischievous activities and 
propaganda of the Arya Samajists and Hindu Mahasabhaists all over India in or- 
ganising and dispatching Jathas to Hyderabad, with the ostensible object of vin- 
dicating their religious rights, in order to coerce the State Administration. The 
Working Committee warns the Arya Samaj and the Mahasabha organisations that 
the offensive bearing of these jathas and shouting of provocative slogans has 
created intense bitterness among the Muslims and, unless these provocative jathas 
are stopped forthwith, there is a grave danger of sporadic clashes developing into 
wide-spread intercommunal strife throughout the country. The Working Commit- 
tee urges upon the Provincial Governments and the Paramount Power to take 
immediate and adequate action in order to stop this mischief, which seriously 
threatens the peace and tranquillity of the country. 


RESOLUTION NO.16 


Apart from its origin, conception and communal aspect, there are fun- 
damental objections to the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education, and the Working 
Committee disapproves the Wardha Scheme and the text books which have been 
prepared in this connection on the following grounds, among others:- 

(1) The Scheme is calculated to destroy Muslim culture gradually but 
surely and to secure the domination of Hindu culture. 

(2) It imposes the Congress ideology and aims at inculcating, among 
others, the doctrine of ahimsa. 

(3) Its objective is to infuse the political creed, policy and programme of 
one party, namely the Congress, into the minds of the children. 

(4) It has neglected the question of providing facilities for religious 
instruction. 

(5) Under the guise of name Hindusttani the scheme is meant to spread 
what is highly Sanskritised Hindi and to suppress Urdu which is really the lingua 
franca of India at present. 

(6) The text books prescribed, and provisionally sanctioned by some 
Provincial Governments, are highly objectionable from the Muslim point of view in 
that they are not only offensive to the feelings and sentiments of the Muslims, but 
they are mainly devoted to the praises of Hindu religion, philosophy and heroes, 
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and minimise the Islamic contribution to the world, and India in particular, ignore 
Muslim culture, history and heroes, and speak of them with scant courtesy. 


RESOLUTION NO.17 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
request of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League to launch civil disobedience against 
the Wardha Scheme of Basic Education. The Committee decided that, in the first 
instance, the Bihar Provincial Muslim League should send a memorial representing 
their complete case against the Wardha Scheme to the Governor- General, the 
Governor and the Prime Minister of Bihar, and report to the Working Committee 
the result of these representations. The Working Committee in this connection 
advises all other Provincial Leagues also to do likewise. 


RESOLUTION NO.1& 


The Working Committee of the All india Muslim League views with grave 
apprehension the resolntions, as reported in the Press, passed at the recent Home 
Ministers’ Conference held at Simla, particularly the resolution number one, which 
runs as follows: “it is recommended to all Provincial Governments that they should 
undertake a concerted campaign against propaganda of a communal nature and RESOLUTION NO.1 
against incitement violence of any kind whatever,” as it is likely that in the absence 
of any authoritative explanation as to what is meant by the phrase “propaganda of a 
communal nature,” the Congress Ministries, which are opposed to the Muslim 


Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Delhi on the 27th and 28th of August 1939 under the 
Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah, 


Resolved that the resolution of the Working Committee, passed at its 
meeting on the 2nd and 3rd of July 1939, be approved. 





League movement, will abuse the opportunity that is afforded to them by victimis- RESOLUTION NO.2 

ing the Muslim League Organisation, the Muslim Press and stifling the Muslim 

public opinion on any and every pretext.The working Committee, while requesting aie (a) Resolved that persons who have ceased, under Section 12, of the Con- 
the Home Department, Government of India, to issue a public statement explain- SUGNHOn, L006 members of the Council, be elected to fill up vacancies in the 
ing what the Home Ministers’ conference meant by the phrase, “propaganda of a Council from the various Provinces except Baluchistan. 

communal nature”, warns Congress Ministries of grave consequences which will The Council recommends to the various Provincial Leagues not to elect 
follow any move on their part that is likely to misuse or abuse the decisions of the any person to the Council of the All India Muslim League who fails to pay his 
Home Minister’ conference in order to muzzle the legitimate public opinion in subscription for the year 1938-39 before the next elections to the Council. 

their provinces. (b) Further resolved that the following persons be elected as members of 


the Council from Baluchistan: 


RESOLUTION NO.19 (1) Nawab Mahrab Khan Bugati, Ainuddin Road, Quetta. 
The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the | (2) K.B. Arbab Karam Khan, Village Sheikhan, Quetta. 
position of Muslims in Congress governed Provinces and, as full representations (3) Sardar Ghulam Mohammad Khan Tarin, Pishin 
have already been made to the Governor-General recently, the Committee decided . (4) K.B. Abdullah Jan Panizai, Bostan. 
to postpone this matter tll next October. Before taking any definite step it was 4 (5) K.S. Haji Abdul Ghaffar Khan Achakzai. Gulistan 
decided to await the action of the Governor-General. The Committee hopes that . 
a the Governor-Gencral would him and will not fail to discharge his obligations, as ) RESOLUTION NO.3 





requircd by the Statute, in safeguarding the rights and interests of Muslims.. 






Resolved that the Bengal Provincial Muslim League be affiliated. 
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RESOLUTION NO.4 
Resolved that the Baluchistan Provincial Muslim League be affiliated. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that if any Provincial Muslim League fails to send its contribu- 
tion, as laid down under Sec. 37 of the Constitution and Rules of the All India 
Muslim League by the 31st of October 1939 it shall not be entitled to elect any 
representatives to the Council of the All India Muslim League for the next year. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


Mr. Ashigq Hosain withdrew the following resolutions on the assurance that 
the allegations contained in them will be placed before the Working Committee by 
the Honorary Secretary for such action as it may deem proper: 


RESOLUTION NO. 7 


Whereas the Hon. Nawabzada Khurshaid Ali Khan M.C.S., Sir Sher 
Mohammad Khan M.L.A. and K.B. Nawab Muzaffar Khan, M.L.A. (Punjab) are 
members of the Council of the All India Muslim League as well as of the Organis- 
ing Committee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League and whereas Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah President of the All India Muslim League definitely declared that it was not 
in the interests of the country for any member of the Muslim League to serve on the 
Army Indianisation Committee, this Council strongly condemns the action of the 
aforesaid three members of the Council of the All India Muslim League in accept- 
ing the membership of the Army Indianisation Committee, which action is highly 
subversive of discipline in the League; and resolves that the names of Nawabzada 
Khurshaid Ali Khan, Sir Sher Mohammad Khan and K.B. Muzaffar Khan be 
removed from the list of the members of the All India Muslim League Council, the 
Organising Committee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League and of any Primary 
League of which they may be members in the Punjab. 


RESOLUTION NO. 8 


This Council notes with deep concern that Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, who 
is a member of the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League, in his 
speech in the Punjab Legislative Assembly on the 24th of April 1939 made a state- 
ment in connection with the Indo-British Trade Agreement contrary to the 
declared policy of the All India Muslim League on the subject (as repeated 
ennuciated by Mr. M.A. Jinnah) and records that this action of Sir Sikander Hayat 
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Khan is subversive of all discipline in the League and resolves that disciplinary 


action be taken against him. 
RESOLUTION NO. 9 


Whereas the Organising Committee of the Punjab Provincial Muslim 
League, which was nominated by the President, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, on the 17th of 
April 1938 in Calcutta to establish and organise Provincial, District and Primary 
Leagues in the Punjab, has (despite reminders from the All India Muslim League) 
so far failed in the discharge of its duties, and whereas it is most urgent that a 
Provincial Muslim League be organised in the Punjab at the earliest possible mo- 
ment; the Council resolves that, if the Organising Committee fails to establish a 
Provincial League by the 15th of November 1939, it shall be deemed to have been 
dissolved, and that the President be authorised to take such action as he may 
consider necessary for the purpose of establishing a Provincial Muslim League in 


the Punjab. 
RESOLUTION NO.10 


(a) Resolved that this Council, while deploring the policy of the British 
Government towards the Muslims of India by attempting to force upon them 
against their will a constitution and in particular Federal Scheme as embodied in 
the Government of India Act 1935 which allows a permanent hostile communal 
majority to trample upon their religious, political, social and economic rights and 
the utter neglect and indifference shown by the Viceroy and the Governors in the 
Congress governed provinces in exercising their special powers to protect and 
secure justice to the minorities and towards the Arabs in Palestine in refusing to 
meet their demands, holds the view that in these circumstances if the British 
Government desires to enlist the support and the sympathy of the Muslims of the 
world and particularly of the Indian Muslims in future contingencies it must meet 
the demands of the Muslims of India without delay. 

(b) The Council considers it premature at present to determine the at- 
titude of the Muslims in the event of a World War breaking out. 

(c) The Council meanwhile directs the Muslim League, if necessary, to get 
in touch with the Islamic countries and ascertain their views. 

(d) In case any sudden contingency arises the Working Committee of the 
All India Muslim League shall have the power to decide this issue. 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


Resolved that the opinions and sentiments expressed by the Hon’ble Sir 
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Sikandar Hayat Khan in his statement to the press on the 25th of August 1939 in no 
wav represent the views of the Mussalmans of India. 


RESOLUTION NO.12 


| The Council of the All India Muslim League views with alarm the unceas- 
ing recurrence of communal disturbances throughout India arising out of the ques- 
tion of music before mosque, ending in many cases in disastrous consequences to 
the Muslim community, and urges upon the Government of India to. take such 
steps as may be necessary to arrive at a decision on this question particularly 
because the communities concerned have been unable to come to a settlement 
among themselves. The Council of the All India Muslim League records its 
deliberate opinion that in case a solution of this question is not arrived at, which 
can be accepted by the communities as a satisfactory solution, there is a grave 
menace to public peace and tranquility which would render ordered Government 
impossible in India. 


RESOLUTION NO. 13 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League declares that 
unless separate electorates are introduced in the election of members to the local 
bodies, district boards, etc. fair Muslim representation is not possible for the 
reasons already elaborately discussed and pointed out in the fundamental prin- 
ciples laid down by the All India Muslim League and it further resolves that in 
places where the separate electorate is not in force and is keenly demanded by 
Muslims, the local Muslim Leagues be authorised to achieve this civic right. 


RESOLUTION NO. 14 


The Council of the All India Muslim League views with grave concern the 
persistent attempts made to overawe the Muslims of Cawnpore and trample upon 
their civil liberties and elementary rights of citizenship as instanced by recent 
events culminating in the firing on Muslims on June 19, 1939, 

The Council condemns the absolutely unwarranted and one-sided firing 
resorted to by the Police on unarmed and unresisting Muslims near the Moulganj 
mosque in Cawnpore; the Council further strongly protest against the discretion of 
the Moulganj Mosque and warns the Government against the disastrous conse- 
quences of such sacrilegious acts. 

The Council deeply deplores the callous and provocative tone of the U.P. 
Premier’s speech made in reply to the adjournment motion on the firing in the U.P. 


Legislative Assembly and his refusal to concede the just demand of an impartial 








and independent inquiry into the firing, 
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The Council further condemns the action of the U.P. Government in in- 
stituting cases under Section 107 C.P.C. against the workers of the Muslim League 
of Badaun in connection with the happenings on the occasion of last Moharram 


and in proposing to impose a Punitive Tax of Rs. 25,000 on the Mussalmans alone. 


The Council expresses its deep sympathy with the Mussalmans of Badaun in their 
sad plight. 


RESOLUTION NO. 15 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League is of opinion 
that it is high time to make a general and all round survey of the progress of work 


done by all the Provincial Muslim Leagues in their respective spheres and with this 


purpose in view, a committee of five members be appointed which will make neces- 
sary enquiry into activities of all the Provincial Muslim Leagues and submit its 
report before the next Annual Session and the Committce is also empowered to 
make suggestions and recommendations for improvement if it thinks it necessary 
and expedient. The following be elected as members of the Committee with power 
to add one more to their number:- 

1. Maulana Mohammad Akram Khan Sahib Convener. 

2. The Hon. Husain Imam, M.C.S. 

3. Haji Abdulsattar Haji Essak Seth Sahib M.L.A. 

4. Syed Ali Muhammed H. Rashidi Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO. 16 


Resolved that Muslim festivals such as Id, Bakrid, Barawafat etc. should be 
celebrated in such a manner as to promote political unity and social solidarity 
among the Muslims of India, and that these occasions should be utilized for some 
useful and practical work in support of the Muslim League. With this object in 
view, it is further resolved, that the 27th of Rajab next (the day of the Prophet’s 
Miraj) should be observed as Palestine Day. The programme to be observed on 
this day should include mass meetings and processions and a vigorous effort should 
be made to collect subscriptions for the Palestine Arabs Relief fund, under the 
control of the Palestine Fund Committee appointed by the Working Committee in 


July last. 
RESOLUTION NO.17 


| This Session of the All India Muslim League Council condemns the 
Government of India Act Amending Bill now before the House of Commons as 
being further destruction of provincial autonomy and demands its withdrawal. 
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RESOLUTION NO.18 


This Council places on record its deep appreciation of the courage and 
high sense of justice shown by Mr. Hofmeyr and Mr. Blackwell in refusing to 
acquiesce in the Union Government’s anti-Indian policy by resigning from the 
United Party and hopes that the Union Government will consider the question of 
holding a Conference between the Governments of India and South Africa with 
regard to the removal of disabilities to which Indian settlers are at present subject. 
Further this Council fully sympathises with the Indians in South Africa in their 
struggle against the imposition of further disabilities and there is ample justification 
in the Council’s opinion for Indians joining the common non-European front the 
object of which is to fight agains. racialism and colour bar which are the greatest 
handicap to advancement by non-Europeans in South Africa, who constitute an 
overwhelming majority of the population of that country. 


RESOLUTION NO.19 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League heartily, 
congratulates the Indian Princes in general and His Exalted Highness the Nizam of 


Hyderabad in particular on the brave stand they have taken against the introduc-’ 


tion of the Federal Scheme in the interest of their Governments, the people of 
India, and the Mussalmans and earnestly appeals to the Indian States to continue to 
oppose the Federal Scheme and save India from a grave political crisis. This Coun- 
cil appeals to His Exalted Highness the Nizam, as Ruler of premier Muslim State, 
to help the Mussalmans of India at this critical juncture. 


RESOLUTION NO. 20 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League strongly con- 
demns the policy of the British Government that inspite of continuous and repeated 
demands of the Muslim League it has, in consideration of its Military requirements, 
so far deprived the people of Baluchistan of their political rights which have al- 
ready been granted to the rest of the provinces in British India. 

The Council further deplores the fact that the people of Baluchistan are 
also being denied all those facilities for their educational advancement which are 
enjoyed by the rest of India. 

This meeting strongly demands that the Province of Baluchistan should be 
granted Provincial Autonomy and also that a first rate college be established in the 
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said Province for purposes of educational advancement. ae 7 





An Emergency Meeting of the Working Committee of the All India Mus- 
lim League was held at Gul-i-Ranna, Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi on the 17th and 
18th of September 1939 under the President-ship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah and the 
following resolutions was passed: — 

1. The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League appreciate the 
course adopted by H. E. the Viceroy in inviting Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the 
All India Muslim League, and apprising him regarding the international situation 
resulting in war, and his own views, to be conveyed to the Muslim League. The 
Working Committee have given their most earnest corsideration to H. E. the 
Viceroy’s views conveyed to them by the President and also to the pronouncement 
made by the Viceroy since the declaration of war by Great Britain as also His 
Excellency’s address to the Members of the Central Legislature on the 11th of 
September 1939. 

2. The Committee are of opinion that the views expressed by the Council 
of the All India Muslim League by its resolution No. 8. of the 27th of August 1939 
in the following words “while deploring the policy of the British Government 
towards the Muslims of India by attempting to force upon them against their will a 
constitution, and in particular the Federal Scheme as embodied in the Government 
of India Act 1935, which allows a permanent hostile communal majority to trample 
upon their religious, political, social and economic rights and the utter neglect and 
indifference shown by the Viceroy and the Governors in the Congress governed 
provinces in exercising their special powers to protect and secure justice to the 
minorities; and towards the Arabs in Palestine in refusing to meet their demands, 
holds the view that in these circumstances if the British Government desires to 
enlist the support and the sympathy of the Muslims of the world, and particularly 
of the Indian Muslims in future contingencies it must meet the demands of the 
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Muslims of India without delay”, are the true sentiments and opinions of the Mus- 
salmans of India. 

3. The Working Committee appreciate the declaration of H. E. the 
Viceroy, which is in the interest of India and particularly the Mussalmans, that the 
Federal Scheme embodied in the Government of India Act 1935 has been 
suspended. They wish that instead of its being suspended it had been abandoned 
completely and desire to convey to His Majesty's Government that they should do 
so without further delay. The Committee desire to make it clear that they do not 
endorse the “Federal objective” of His Majesty’s Government referred to by His 
Excellency in his address to the Members of the Central legislature and strongly 
urge upon the British Government to review and revise the entire problem of 
India’s future constitution ‘de hove’ in the light of the experience gained by the 
working of the present provincial Constitution of India and developments that have 
taken place since 1935 or may take place hereafter. 

4. The Committee in this connection wish to point out that Muslim India 
occupies a special and pecular position in the polity of India and for several 
decades it had hoped to occupy an honourable place in the national life, govern- 
ment and administration of the country and worked for free India with Free and 
Independent Islam in which they cou!d play an equal part with the major com- 
munity with complete sense of security for their religious, political, cultural, social, 
and economic rights and interest; but the developements that have taken place, and 
especially since the inauguration of the provincial Constitution based on the so 
called democratic parliamentary system of government, and the recent experiences 
of ever two years have established beyond doubt that it has resulted wholely in a 
permanent communal majority and the domination of the Hindus over the Muslim 
minorities whose life and liberty, property and honour, are in danger and even their 
religious rights and culture are being assailed and annihilated every day under the 
Congress Governments in various provinces. 

5. That while Muslim India stands against exploitation of the people of 
India and has repeatedly declared in favour of “Free India” it is equally opposed to 
the domination of Hindu majority over Mussalmans and other minorities and vas- 
salization of Muslim India and is irrevocably opposed to any “federal objective” 


which must necessarily result in a majority community rule under the guise of 


domocracy and parliamentary system of government. Such a constitution is totally 
unsuited to the genius of the peoples of the country which is composed of various 
nationalities and does not constitute a national state. 

6. The Muslim League condemns unprovoked aggression and the doctrine 


that “might is right” and upholds the principles of freedom of humanity and “that 
the will of the strongest irrespective of right and justice cannot be allowed to- 
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prevail.” The Committee express their deep sympathy for Poland, England and 
France. The Committee however feel that real and solid Muslim cooperation and 
support to Great Britain in this hour of her trial cannot be secured successfully if 
His Majesty's Government and the Viceroy are unable to secure to the Mussalmans 
justice and fairplay in the Congress governed provinces where today their liberty, 
person, property and honour are in danger and even their elementary rights are 
most callously trampled upon. The Committee strongly urge upon His Majesty’s 
Government and the Viceroy and Governor General to direct the Governors to 
exercise their special powers, where any Provincial Ministry fails to secure justice 
and fairplay to the Mussalmans or where they resort to oppression or interference 
with their political, economic, social, and cultural rights, in accordance with the 
sacred promises, assurances and declarations repeatedly made by Great Britain in 
consequence of which these special powers were expressly embodied in the Statute. 
The Committee regret to say that so far these special powers have remained dor- 
mant and obsolete and the Governors have failed to protect the rights of the 
Mussalmans under the threat by the “High Command” of the Congress that exer- 
cise of these special powers on the part of the Governors will lead to crises in all 
the Congress governed provinces, where they are in a solid majority. | 

7. While the Muslim League stands for the freedom of India the Commit- 
tee further urge upon His Majesty’s Government and ask for an assurance that no 
declaration regarding the question of constitutional advance for India should be 
made without the consent and approval of the All India Muslim League nor any 
constitution be framed and finally adopted by His Majesty's Government and the 
British Parliament with out such consent and approval. 

8. The policy of the British Government towards the Arabs in Palestine has 
wounded deeply Muslim feeling and sentiment and all representations in that 
behalf have had no real effect so far. The Committee once more urge upon His 
Majesty’s Government to satisfy the Arab National demands. . 

9, If full, effective, and honourable co-opration of the Mussalmans 1s 
desired by the British Government in the grave crisis which is facing the world 
today and if it is desired to bring it to a successful termination it must create a 
sense of security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and take into its con- 
fidence the Muslims League which is the only organisation that can speak on 
behalf of Muslim India. . 

10. At this critical and difficult juncture the committee appeal to every 
Mussalman to stand solidly under the Flag of the All India Muslim League with a 
solemn and sacred determination to make every sacrifice for on it depend the 
future destiny and the honour of the 90 millions of Mussalmans in India. 


311 









































Text of the Resolutions of the Emergency Meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All India Muslim League held at Gul-i-Raana, Hardinge Avenue, 
New Delhi on the 22nd of October 1939 under Presidentship of Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


After careful examination of the statement of His Excellency the Viceroy 
dated the 17th October, 1939, the Working Committee of the All India Muslim 
League appreciate that His Majesty’s Government have emphatically repudiated 
the unfounded claim of the Congress that they alone represent all India, and note 
with satisfaction that His Majesty's Government recognise the fact that the All 
India Muslim League alone truly represents the Mussalmans of India and can 
speak on their behalf; also, that the rights and interests of the minorities and other 
important interests concerned have been duly recognised. 

The Committee, however, feel constrained to state that the points of vital 
importance raised by the Muslim League in their statement dated September 18, 
1939, are not precisely and categorically met. The Committee, therefore, venture to 
Suggest that in order to secure cooperation on equal footing, as desired by His 
Excellency, further clarification and discussion of those matters that are left in 
doubt and have not been met satisfactorily are necessary, with a view to arrive at a 
complete understanding, which alone would enable the Muslim League to 
cooperate in the matter which concerns not only the Mussalmans of India, but the 
country at large. 

The Committee can not wholly accept the narration of facts culminating in 
the enactment of the Government of India Act, 1935, as given in the statement of 
His Excellency, but do not think it is necessary to enter into a controversy regard- 
ing those inaccuracies, historic and otherwise. The Opposition of the Muslim 
League is not merely to the “details” of the plans embodied in the Act of 1935 and 
the reconsideration thereof, but their demand is that the entire problem of India’s 
future constitution should be wholly examined and revised ‘de nove’.:;The Commit- 
tee reiterate emphatically that no future plan of India’s constitution will be accept- 
able to the Muslim League unless it meets with their full approval. 
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The Committee also considered the proposal of His Excellency the 
Viceroy for the establishment of a “consultative group”, but cannot at present 
express any opinion with regard to it until its status, constitution, powers, scope and 
function are fully known but welcome further consultation regarding this matter as 


proposed by His Excellency in his statement. | 
In view of the urgency of the matter the Committee hereby authorise the 


President to take such steps as he may consider proper to have the doubts removed 
and secure complete clarification of His Excellency statement and if the President 
is fully satisfied the Committee empower him to give assurance of cooperation and 
support on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British Government for the 


purpose of prosecution of the war. 


RESOLUTION NO. 2. 


The Working Committee hereby empower the President to advise guide 
and issue instructions to Muslim League Parties in the various Provincial Legisla- 
tures in the event of some sudden emergency arising. } 

The Muslim League Parties shall give effect to or carry out such instruc- 


tions as may be given by the President. 


RESOLUTION NO. 3. 


The Working Committee regret that the Sind Government has failed so far 
to meet the reasonable demands of the Mussalmans to hand over possession of the 
Manzilgah Mosque to them notwithstanding their repeated representations now for 
a considerable time and have delayed the matter from time to time which has 
ultimately forced the people to resort to direct action. The Working Commilter 
hope that the Government of Sind will without delay settle the matter to the satis- 
faction of the Mussalmans of Sind. 

The Working Committee further regret that the Sind Government should 
have thought fit to pass a special Ordinance and thereby resort to repressive execu- 
tive methods for which there appears no justification as there is no evidence that 
the application of the normal: machinary of the law had proved inadequate and 
trust that they will withdraw the Ordinance as soon as ‘possible to restore public 


confidence. 


RESOLUTION NO. 4. 
Resolved that the Annual Session that was to be held on the 28th, 29th, 
30th of December 1939 be postponed till the end of March 1940, The dates to be 


fixed later. | 
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Draft resolution moved before the Working Committee and its meeting 
held on 26 October, 1939 at New Delhi but which was not adopted:(*) 


Working Committee Meetings 1939 


It will be recalled that the Council of the All-India Muslim League and the 
Working Committee, in their meetings of the 26th August and of the 17th Septem- 
ber respectively, had considered, discussed, and passed certain resolutions regard- 
ing the international situation which represented the feelings and the viewpoint of 
the Muslim Nation of India. The main points raised in those resolutions were: 

(a) abandonment of the “Federal Objective” and the enforcement of no 
scheme of constitutional reform which does not receive the consent and the ap- 
proval of the All-India Muslim League. 

(b) Redressing of the wrongs done to Mussalmans in their provinces by 
Congress Ministries. 

(c) Satisfaction of the Arab National demand in Palestine. 

After the passage of those resolutions some important developments have 
taken place, namely, there has been a direct exchange of views between the Presi- 
dent some members of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League 
and H.E. the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, and secondly the latter has 
now issued a statement with a view to clarify certain POR ANE issues involved in 


the entire situation. 


ee tesserae pee 
(Volume 120, Freedom Movement Records, Karachi University) The name of the author is not 


indicated but there are substantial similarities in the provisions of the Draft Resolution and the con- 
federal Scheme of Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan. It may be that the said draft Resolution was finally disap- 
pointed at the meeting of the working Committee of the Muslim League on 3 February 1940. (Khali= 
quzzaman, Path way to Pakistan p. 233). 
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The Working Committee have given their most carcful consideration to 
H.E.’s statement as well as to the statement made by the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for India on the floor of the House of Lords. The Committee are 
of the view that whereas these statements do not satisfy all the demands put forth 
by the Muslims, especially those which related to the liberation of Muslims in their 
minority provinces from the tyranny of the Congress Ministries and to the satisfac- 
tion of the legitimate demands of the Palestine Arabs, which demands the Commit- 
tee is compelled to once again reiterate the general survey of the situation made in 
the statements is accurate and the frankness with which the British point of view 
has been explained cannot but evoke their appreciation. The Working Committee 
are satisfied that His Majesty's Government do realize what if India is to enjoy 
peace and make an ordered progress and it is to be kept free from internal strife 
and, immune from disintegration, the legitimate demands and rights. of all the 
important nations iahabiting India and the interests of all the smaller communities, 
and minorities are to be first borne in mind, conceded and adequately safeguarded. 
From that point of view the Committee feel that the two statements envisage pos- 
sibilities of a realistic appreciation of the Indian problem. 

The Committee are conscious of the fact that the cummulative effect of the 
two statements referred to above is an acknowledgment of the fact that the Con- 
gress claim to speak on behalf of the whole of India, which amounted to a complete 
denial of the very existence of other communities, classes and interests who as a 
matter of fact represented the bulk of public opinion and constituted the more 
stable elements of society in the country, was unsustainable. The criticism of the 
Congress is evidently with a view to bully the British Government by noisy methods 
to confer on it advantages which may enable it to tyrannies over the Muslim Nation, 
the India Princes, other communities, classes and interests in India, Being ap- 
prehensive that the Congress may loss its domination over the minorities and the 
substantial elements in the country the Congress group is coercing, and intimidat- 
ing the British Government to wrest from their hands wider powers to extirpate, 
expropriate and dominate over, those who do not come within the diminishing 
circle of its followers, by destroying their economic cultural, political and religious 
rights, as it has been doing during the period that it has been in office in certain 
Provinces. It is due to these factors that, excepting its own followers and adherants, 
whose number is also diminishing, all the other political parties, communities and 
interests in India are now determined to resist the unjustified Congress domination. 
The Working Committee therefore cannot but make it clear that the independence 
sought by the Congress implies independence for the Congress and enslavement of 
everyone else. The League cannot under such circumstances, circumstances which 
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are the products of the Congress leaders’ own short-sightedness, countenance the 
independence of the Congress conception. The Working Committee however, 
deeply regret that by adopting these methods, the Congress should have thought it 
proper to create impediments in the achievement of real freedom for India. Even in 
the matter of methods for achieving that independence there is so much of dif- 


. ference that the League does not deem it either practicable or consistent with the 


Muslim ways of thought and action to follow the peculiar Congress methods of 
winning using and retaining that freedom. This exposition of the Muslim feelings 
and viewpoint does not, however, imply that the League lacks an urge for immedi- 
ate independence for India. The Working Committee while reaffirming its com- 
plete faith in its ideal-of independence in the shape of constitution of a confedera- 
tion of free states in India, where the rights and interests of all communities and 
interest shall be adequately safeguarded, declares that it will win this independence 
with the help, assistance and co-operation of all peoples of India in a more manly, 


dignified and straight-forward manner. 
Regarding the International situation the Committee have, in addition to 


the consideration of the Viceregal statement, taken into account the attitude of the 
Muslim countries, with whom the Mussalmans of India are inextricably connected 
by bonds of blood, faith, and affinity of interests, as well as the fact that things have 
reached a stage when a choice is to be made between Nazism, Bolishivism and the 
less oppressive British Imperialism. 

The Committee are of the view that in this conflict between these different 
ideologies the Muslims of India as well as of the world can countenance no situa- 
tion under which they may be subjected to a Nazi or Bolishivik rule which will 
indeed result in the extension of even the remotest chances of their own inde- 
pendence or of independence of Islam being achieved. Therefore, whereas in this 
crisis the sympathies of Mussalmans should naturally be with Great Britain, the 
Committee declare that so far as Indian problem is concerned the All-India Mus- 
lim League will at all stages resist the imposition of any scheme of independence 
which has not received their tacit approval, nor shall it consent to any such scheme 
being based in the British conception of Democracy, which will inevitably result in 
the permanent enslavement of the Muslim Nation in India. The Muslims, therefore, 
shall necessarily require the establishment of and assignment to them of separate 
homelands of their own where they may have full opportunities. The League will 
also continue to await with deep anxiety the immediate solution of the Palestine 
situation and the redress of the wrongs done to Mussalmans in various Indian 
provinces during the Congress regime. Sale Sao 
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The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League met at Gul- 
i-Rana, Harding Avenue, New Delhi. on the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th of February 1940 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah:- 

The following members attended’*:- 

Mr. M.A. Jinnah (President) 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan (Honorary Secretary) 
Sir Currimbhoy Ibrahim Bart (Bombay) 

Raja Mohammad Amir Ahmed Khan Saheb (U.P.) 
Malik Barkat Ali Saheb (Punjab) 

Abdul Matin Saheb Choudhari (Assam) 

Khan Saddullah Khan Saheb (Peshawar) 

Sirdar Mohammed Aurangzeb Khan Saheb (Peshawar) 
Sir Haji Abdoola Haroon 

10. The Hon. MoulviA.K. Fazlul Haq (Bengal) 

11. Haji Abdussattar Haji Esak Sait (Madras) 

12. The Hon. K. Nazimuddin 

13. ChoudhariKhaliquzzaman Saheb (U.P.) 

14, Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan Saheb(U.P.) 

15. The Hon. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan (Punjab) 

16. Syed AbdurraoofShah Saheb(C.P.) 

17, Abdur Rahman Saheb Siddiqi (Bengal) 

The Committee considered the correspondence that had passed between 
the President and the Viceroy in connection with the last resolution of the Working 
Committee on war. the President also gave a gist of his talks with the Viceroy. The 
Committee passed the following resolution:- 


CONAN AWN PE 


Vol. 129, Freedom Movement Archives, Karachi University. 
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RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
correspondence that has passed between Mr. M.A. Jinnah, the President, and His 
Excellency the Viceroy, ending with his final reply dated the 23rd of December, 
1939. The Committee are of opinion that the reply of His Excellency is not satisfac- 
tory, as certain important points still require further clarification and elucidation. 
The Committee, therefore, empower the President to place the views of the Work- 
ing Committee before His Excellency and request him to reconsider the matter 
regarding the assurances asked for in the resolutions of the Working Committee 
dated the 18th of September and the 22nd of October 1939, and thereby remove all 
doubts and apprehensions from the mind of Muslim India. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


A Committee consisting of the following members is hereby appointed to 
examine the applications for affiliation to the All India Muslim League from the 
Punjab, Assam and Orissa Provincial Muslim Leagues and report to the Commit- 
tee. 1. Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan Sahib 2. Choudhary Khaliquzzaman Sahib 
3. Raja Sahib of Mahmudabad. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Committee considered the statement of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqui 
regarding the Day of Deliverance. Mr. Siddiqi expressed his deep regrets at the 
language of his statement and for any reflection on the personality of the President 
contained in it. The Committee are of opinion that no member of the Working 
Ccmmittee should give public expression to his views against a decision of the 
Committee of the President, while still remaining a member of the Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


The Working Committee accept with regret the resignation of Mr. Syed 
Abdul Aziz due to his appointment and place on record their appreciation of the 
great services rendered to the All India Muslim League and, in particular, to the 
Province of Bihar and the Working Committee, of which he was a member. The 
Committee are glad to note that Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz will continue to take abiding 
interest in the progress of the All India Muslim League and wish Mr. Syed Abdul 
Aziz every success in his great and responsible officer of the Nizam’s Government. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the accounts for the year 1939 be passed subject-to_their 
being audited by Sir Abdullah Haroon and Haji Abdul Sattar Haji Essak Sait. It | 
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was further resolved that the Budget presented, from the Ist of January to the 30th 
of April 1940 (Four months) be sanctioned. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


Resolved that a delegation on behalf of the All India Muslim League 
consisting of the Hon. Mr. Fazlul Haque, the Hon. Sir Khawaja Nazimuddin, the 
Hon Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan and Choudhari Khaliquzzaman Sahib should visit 
England, as soon as possible in order to put the case of Muslim India before the 
British people, the Parliament and His Majesty’s Government. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


The Working Committee having carefully examined the grounds of appeal 
against the decision of the U.P. Provincial Muslim League regarding the election- 
ing the U.P. Legislative Council from Bulandshaher filed by Kr. Abdus Salam Khan 
and having heard in person the Kunwar Sahib together with his legal adviser, are of 
opinion that the decision of the Working Committee of the U.P. Provincial Muslim 
League should be confirmed and the parties concerned be informed to act accord- 


ingly. 
RESOLUTION NO.& 


The Committee considered the resolution No.6 of the Council passed on 
the 28th of August 1939 and resolved that according to the Constitution and Rules 
of the All India Muslim League no disciplinary action can be taken in the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.Y 


The Working Committee deplore the firing by Police on Mussalmans at 
Burhanpur C.P. on the 15th of January 1940. The Committee urge upon H.E. the 
Governor of C.P. to appoint an impartial tribunal to enquire into the incidents and 
take such steps as may be necessary for the conduct of an impartial and fair en- 


quiry. 
RESOLUTION NO.10 


“Resolved that the consideration of the Report of the National Guards 
Committee be postponed till the next meeting of the Working Committec” 

In this connection some members raised the question of the Khaksars and 
wanted that some definite statement in this connection should be issued on behalf 
of the Committee as there was a great misunderstanding regarding the activitics of 
the Khaksars. it was mentioned in the course of the discussion that on account of 
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the attitude of the Muslim League not being definitely clear the Muslim League 
work was suffering in some parts of the country as the Khaksars are doing some 
propaganda which was not in the interest of the League. The Committee decided 
not to take any action or make any statement at present. 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


The Committee considered the letter of Sh. Shujaul Haq Saheb, General 
Secretary of Jaipur Muslim Relief Committee asking monetary help from the 
League for the payment of certain outstanding bills in connection with the stay of 
Jaipur Mohajirin in Delhi. The Committee regretted that the funds of the League 
did not permit them to give any monetary assistance. 


RESOLUTION NO.12 


The Committee considered the letter of the Editor of the Wahdat regard- 
ing the security of Rs.1000/- demanded by the local Government from the paper. 
The matter was entrusted to Haji Abdus Sattar Hajj Essak Sait to be dealt with by 
the Muslim League party in the Central Assembly. 


RESOLUTION NO.13 


The Committee considered the question of publication by the League of 
the History of the All India Muslim League written by Mr. Noman. Mr. A. Siddigi 
was requested to go through the manuscript and send his opinion about it to the 
Honorary Secretary. It was decided that if the President and the Secretary after 
getting the views of Mr. Siddiqi were of opinion that the History should be publish- 
ed, the Honorary Secretary could do so. The estimated cost of 1000 copies of the 
History is about Rs.1500/-. 


RESOLUTION NO.14 


The Committee considered the question of Muslim demands and future 
constitution of India. The following broad outline were agreed to.- 

1. Mussalmans are not a minority in the ordinary sense of the word. They 

are anation. 

2. British system of democratic Parliamentary Party system of 

Governmentisnot the genius and condition of the people of India. 

3. | Those zones which are composed of majority of Mussalmans in the 
physical map of India should be constituted into Independent 
Dominions in direct relationship with Great Britain. 
Inthose zones where Muslims are in minority their interests and those of 
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other minorities must be adequately and effectively safeguarded and 
similar safeguard shall be provided for the Hindus and other minorities . 
in the Muslim zones. 

5. The various units in each zone shall form component parts of the 
Federation in that zone as autonomous units. . 


RESOLUTION NO.15 


It was resolved that Choudhari Khaliquazzaman Saheb should be ap- 
pointed a member of the Constitution Sub Committee in place of Abdul Aziz. 





























Text of resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held on the 25th of February 1940 at the Central office of the All 
India Muslim League, Daryaganj Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jin- 
nah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee passed on the 
18th of September, 22nd of October 1939 and 3rd and 4th of February 1940 be 
confirmed. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the following resolution passed at an Emergency Meeting of 
the Council held on the 9th of January 1940 be confirmed — 

“Resolved that the dates for the 27th Annual Session of the All India 
Muslim League to be held at Lahore be fixed as the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of March 
1940.” 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that Mr. M.A. Jinnah be elected President of the All India Mus- 
lim League for the next year. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the Assam Provincial Muslim League be affiliated and the 
following be elected as Members of the Council from Assam: — 
1. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan M.L.A. 
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Ghagmani : Fakergang P.O 
Dist Goalpara 
2. Khan Babadur Maulvi Nuruddin 
Nowgong. 
3. Maukvu Wajid Ali, B.L. 
Laktakia; Gauhati P.O. 
4, Maulvi Syed Abdul Rauf M.L.A. 
Barpeta, P.O. Dt. Kamrup. 
5. Maulvi Abul Hasnat Ahmad, LL.B M.L.A. 
Jorha 
6. Maulvi Jahan Uddin Ahmed 
Dhubri P.O. 
7. Maulvi Amjad Ali, M.L.A. 
Goalpara. P.O. 
§. M.A. Razzaque. 
6, Rawdon Street. Calcutta. 
9, Maulvi Badaruddin Ahmed, M.L.A. 
Mongaldoi, P.O. Dt. Darrang. 
10. Maulvi Badrulhugq Chowdry 
Karimganj. P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
11. Maulvi Abdul Hamid B.L 
Akhalia, Sylhet. P.O. 
12. Maulv: Momtaz Ahmed, 
C/o Maulvi Nurul Hossain Khan Pleader, Habiganj, P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
18. Maulvi Dewan Abdul Basit 
Rajnagar, P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
14, Maulvi Abdur Rahman Singkapani 
Maulvibazar, P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
15. Maulvi Munawar Ali, M. L.A. 
Shillong. | 
16. Maulvi Makabbir Ali Mazumdar, B L. 
Silchar, Dt. Cachar. 
17. Maulvi Maqbul Hossain Chowdry M.L.A 
Binnakali, Tahirpur, P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
18. Maulvi Syed Badrul Hasan 
Kaula, Kulaura, P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
19. Maulvi Mayeenuddin L.L.B 
Maulvibazar, Dt. Sylhet. 
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Sylhet, P.O. 
21. Maulvi Sakhawatul Ambia 
Jugaveri Office, Sylhet. 
22. Maulvi Mohamed Abdullah 
Baniaching P.O. Dt. Sylhet. 
23. Maulvi Abdul Hye, B.L. 
Habiganj, Dt. Sylhet. 
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24. Maulvi Haji Abdul Salam 


20. Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdry M.L.A. 
Sylhet. P.O. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the Orissa Provincial Muslim League be affiliated and the 
following be elected as members of the Council from Orissa: — 
1. Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bukhsh M.L.A. 
Nimusahi Cuttack. 
. Maulavie Abdus Sobhan Khan, Advocate, M.L.A. 
Cuttack. 

3. Maulavie Fazle Haq Saheb, M.L.A. 

Tinnoonia Bagioha, Cuttack. 
4, Maulavie Mirza Taher Baig Sahib, B.L. 

Durgha Bazar, Cuttack. 
5. Maulavie S. Abdul Jalil Sahib 

Buxi Bazar, Cuttack. 
6. Maulavie Latifur Raheman M.L.A. 

Puri. 
7. Maulavie Salahuddin Saheb 

Balasore. 
8. Maulavie Tofail-un-Nabi 

Balasore. 
9. Maulavie Syed Hiluiddin Sahib 

Bhadrak, Balasore. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


Resolved that the Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohammad Ismail 

Khan Sahib, Raja of Mahmudabad and Choudhari Khaliquzzaman Sahib, which 

was appointed by the Working Committee, on the 4th of February 1940, be given 

full powers to decide the question of establishment and affiliati f a Provincial 
p q i on of a Provinci | 


.W 
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Muslim League in the Punjab and announce its decision on or before the 15th of 
March 1940. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the casual vacancies in the Council from the Provinces of 
Baluchistan and Behar be filled up by the following persons: — 

Baluchistan — 1. K.S. Yar Mohamed Khan Sahib. 

2. Haji Jan Mohamed Khan Sahib. 

Behar — 1. Syed Jafar Imam Sahib, M.L.A. 


RESOLUTION NO.& 


Resolved that the existing members of the Council of the All India Muslim 
League from Ajmer and the Punjab be re-elected as Members of the Council for 
the next year. 


RESOLUTION NO. 9 


In view of the fact that the Muslims of India as well as some other classes 
of people living in the country have clearly demonstrated by their observance of the 
Day of Deliverance on December 22, 1939 that the scheme of Provincial autonomy 
as worked in the Congress governed provinces was a complete failure and 
detrimental to the interests of the Muslims and the country as a whole, the Council 
of the All India Muslim League expresses its dissatisfaction with the speech of HLE. 
Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India delivered on January 10, 1940, at the Orient 
Club, Bombay, wherein he speaks of the success of the scheme of provincial 
autonomy in the Bombay Presidency. 

This Meeting of the Council of the League further places on record its 
sense of bitter resentment at the statement of the Under Secretary of State for 
India, wherein he gave the reasons of His Majesty’s Government for not accepting 
the proposal for a Royal Commission of Inquiry, put forward by the President of 
the League, to inquire into complaints of oppression in Congress governed provin- 
ces and deeply deplores the colossal ignorance of conditions prevailing in India on 
the part of the Under Secretary of State. 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


The Council of the All India Muslim League views with grave alarm the 
recent decision of the British Government which creates the impression that it is 
intended to annex Waziristan, the homeland of the independent Pathan tribes, with 
whom a war on a miniature scale is being at present waged on what is known as the 


325 





Foundations of Pakistan 


Ahmedzai salient across the Kohat Bannu line. While the Council condemns the | 
action of the Border tribes, in carrying raids into British area it has no hesitation in | 
once more declaring that these raids are inspired by the fear that the British 
Government is bent upon depriving the Border tribes of their freedom which they 

love more than their lives. In view of the international situation in Europe and the 

danger of war spreading to Near and Middle East the Council calls upon the 

British Government to reconsider its Forward policy and take immediate steps to | 
pacify the Border tribes and assure them that the British Government is not inimi- 
cal to Islam and is anxious to restore peace and order on its borders by friendly 
co-operation with the Border tribés. 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 15th, 16th and 17th of June 1940, at Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah’s residence, Mount Pleasant Road, Bombay, under the Presidentship of Mr. 


M.A. Jinnah. 
RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League, while being of 
the opinion that further clarification contained in the letter of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated the 19th of April, 1940, with regard to the assurances asked for by 
the All India Muslim League is not satisfactory, endorses the following from the 
statement issued by the President, Mr. M.A. J innah, to the Press on the 27th of May 
1940:- 

“Up to the present moment, we have not created any difficulty nor have we 
embarrassed the British Government in the prosecution of the war. 

The Provinces where the Muslim League has a dominant voice have been 
left free to co-operate with the British Government, pending their consideration 
with regard to the assurances we have asked for, and in particular that the British 
Government should make no declaration regarding the future constitutional 
problems of India and the vital issues that have been raised in that connection 
without our approval and consent. 

Nevertheless, without prejudice to the adjustment of the larger issues later 
on, we were even willing as far back as November last, to consider the proposal of 
the Viceroy to bring about an honourable and workable adjustment in the Provin- 
cial field, which would have been followed up with our representatives being ap- 
pointed to the Executive Council of the Central Government to the extent permis- 
sible within the frame work of the present constitution and existing law. 
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But this proposal was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the Con- 
gress. 

A similar attempt was again made by His Excellency early in February, 
which met the same fate. Since then it seems that the Viceroy has been waiting for 
the Congress to pass its word. 

With regard to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcast appeal of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, may I say that it is up to the British Government to show 
trust in Muslim Leadership—there are many ways of doing so—and, as confident 
friends seek our wholehearted cooperation. And we shall not fail.” 

The Working Committee looks with alarm the growing menace of Nazi 
aggression which has been most ruthlessly depriving one nation after another of its 
liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack by the Italian Government 
against the Allies, as most unwarranted and immoral at a time when France was 
engaged in a brave struggle against very heavy odds. | : 

The grave world situation demands serious efforts on the part of every 
Indian for the defence-of his country and the Working Committee calls upon the 
Government of India to prepare the country in an organised manner to meet every 
eventuality. The Committee is constrained to state that the proposals for the 
defence of India indicated in the statements of Their Excellencies the Viceroy and 
the Commander-in-Chief as well as the statements of some Provincial Governors 
are wholly inadequate to meet the urgent requirements of the situation. The Com- 
mittee therefore authorises its President to enter into communication with His 
Excellency the Viceroy with a view to explore the possibility of devising prompt and 
effective measures to mobilize the country’s resources for the purpose of intensify- 
ing war efforts and the defence of India. The Committee is of the view that unless a 
satisfactory basis for close co-operation is agreed upon on an all India basis and not 
Province-wise between the Government and the Muslim League and such other 
parties as are willing to undertake the responsibility for the defence of the country 
in the face of imminent danger the real purpose and objective will not be served 
and achieved. 

The Working Committee is of the opinion that in view of the immediate 
grave danger that is facing the country real purpose will not be served by the 
Mussalmans and others merely joining the proposed Provincial and District War 
Committees with their present scope and functions. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


In view of the numerous enquiries that have been received from the 


various Provincial and District Leagues and individual members seeking guidance. 


and instructions as to what course they should adopt towards the proposed War 
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Committees announced by His Excellency the Viceroy and some Governors, the 
Working Committee is of opinion that at present Mussalmans should not serve on 
these Committees and should await further instructions from the President pending 
the result of the communication with the Viceroy. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


In view of the misunderstanding created by the reports in the Press about 
the so-called Muslim Premiers’ conference with the President of the Congress at 
Delhi on the 13th of June 1940, the Working Committee after the statement of Sir 
Sikandar Hayat Khan‘ before the committee to the effect that it was purely an 
individual meeting at the invitation of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad for an informal 
talk, resolves that in order to avoid any misunderstanding or misconstruction in 
future no member of the Working Committee should enter into any negotiations or 
discussions with the Congress leaders regarding the question of Hindu-Muslim 
settlement or any other matter which requires adjustment between the Muslim 
League and the Congress without the permission of the President. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


In view of the grave world situation and its possible repercussions on India 
when every community will organising its Volunteer Organisations for the protec- 
tion of its life and. property, the Working Committee of the All India Muslim 
League is of the opinion that time has come when the Provincial Muslim Leagues 
should exert every nerve to start, organise and strengthen the Muslim National 
Guard Corps and give them such training as will enable them to discharge their 
duty in maintaining peace tranquillity and order in the country worthy of the best 
traditions of Islam. The Committee earnestly appeals to the Muslims to join the 
National Guards in large numbers under the banner of the Muslim League and 
directs the Provincial Muslim League to submit monthly reports to the Honorary 
Secretary to the All India Muslim League regarding the progress made and the 
steps adopted for the training of the Muslim National Guards. It is also the con- 
sidered opinion of the Committee that the members of the Provincial Muslim 
League Working Committees and the District Committees should offer themselves 
for training at least once a week, with a view to give impetus to enlistment. 

It is proposed to consider further the details of the scheme, but in the 
meantime the Provincial Muslim Leagues shall act in accordance with the following 
main principles:- | 

A. Aims and objects of the organisation:- 

1. To train and discipline Muslims in coordinate.activity for social, and 
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physical uplift of the Muslims and to maintain peace, tranquillity and order in the 
country. 
B. 1. The organisation shall consist of officers and guardsmen who will be 

willing to undertake a definite liability and responsibility to fulfil the aims and 
objects of the organisation herein before defined. 

2. It shall be made up as follows:- 

(a) Active Corps members 

(b) Reservist Corps members 

(c) Juvenile Corps 

3. Active Corps shall consist of men who are capable of taking part in all 
the activities of organisation. 

4. Reservist Corps shall consist of men who due to age, occupation or 


_ physical disability are not able to serve on the active corps. 


5. Juvenile Corps shall consist of boys under sixteen years of age. 

6. The Muslim National Guards shall be organised under the authority 
control and supervision of the Working Committee of each Provincial Muslim 
League subject to the final authority of the Working Committee of the All India 
Muslim League. 

7. The Working Committee of each Province shall appoint properly 
qualified persons for the purpose of (a) organising the Corps (b) giving them 
training and (c) Officering them. 

8. A Guardsman, on being declared eligible, shall sign the following pledge 
in duplicate on the prescribed form:- | 

Pledge. — I......Son of.....solemnly swear by Allah, and the Holy Quran, 
that I hereby of my own free will surrender myself to the Muslim National Guards 
organisation. I shall unflinchingly obey my officers and shall remain faithful to the 
organisation and its aims and objects. So help me Allah Amin! 


Signature......... 

9. The Head Quarters of every Provincial organisations shall maintain a 
classified list of the vocation and profession of every guardsman under its com- 
mand. 

10. A guardsman shall not be a member of any other Political organisation 
except the Muslim League, or of any Volunteer Corps. 

11. It shall be impressed on all guardsmen that courtesy to all ranks and 
classes of society shall be observed. 

12. Uniform:— 1. Khaki Coat or shirt, Khaki trousers and Khaki cap or 
turban. Or 2, Grey Coat or shirt, Grey trousers and Grey cap or turban. ; 
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Provided however that every Province will have the option to select either 
of the two colours but shall keep and maintain the same colour and uniform 
throughout that Province. 


RESOLUTION NO. 5 


The Members of the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League 
from the various Provinces be requested to take such steps as may be necessary to 
further the work of promoting and strengthening the Provincial, District and 
Primary Leagues in their respective Provinces aad report the progress at the next 
meeting of the Committee. 


RESOLUTION NO. 6 


Resolved that the Accounts for the four months ending the 30th of April 
1940 be passed subject to their being audited by Sir Abdoola Haroon and Haji 
Abdussattar Haji Essak Saith. It is further resolved that the Budget as presented 
from the ist of May 1940 to the 31st of March 1941 be sanctioned. 


RESOLUTION NO. 7 


Resolved that the Punjab Provincial Muslim League be directed to hold 
fresh elections before the 31st of October 1940. 


Cad 
— 




















Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 31st of August and 1st and 2nd of September 


1940 at Mr. M.A. Jinnah’s residence, Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar Hill, Bombay, 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League express their 
profound sorrow at the.sad demise of Mr. Mohammad Ashiq Warsi of Gaya an 
ex-member of the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League. Mr. Warsi 
rendered great and selfless services to the Mussalmans and his death is a great loss 
to the Muslim League. The Committee offer their sincere sympathy and condolen- 


~ ces to the members of the family of Mr. Warsi in their sad bereavement. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League have given their 
most earnest and careful consideration to the statement issued by His Excellency 
the Viceroy on the 8th of August 1940, and the authoritative amplification and 
clarification of it by Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State for India, on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government in the course of the India debate in the House of Commons 
on the 14th of August 1940. The Committee consider that these pronouncements 
constitute a considerable progressive advance towards the approach of the point of 


- view and the position taken up by the All India Muslim League on behalf of Muslim 


India regarding the problem of the future constitution of India; and the committee 


also note with satisfaction that His Majesty’s Government have, on the whole, — 


practically met the demand of the Muslim League for a clear assurance to the 
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effect, that no future constitution, interim or final, should be adopted by the British 
Government without their approval and consent. . 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committee place on record that some of the observations, 
made in the statement of His Excellency the Viceroy and also in the speech of the 
Secretary of State for India, with regard to the theory of unity of national life, which 
does not exist, are historically inaccurate and self-contradictory. Such observations 
are calculated to raise apprehensions in the minds of the Mussalmans of India and, 
therefore, the Committee deem it necessary to reaffirm and make the position clear 
once more, that the Committee stand by the Lahore Resolution and the basic 
principles underlying the creation of independent States in the North-West and 
Eastern Zones of India, where the Muslims are in a majority: and the Committee 
declare their determination, firm resolve and faith that the partition of India is the 
only solution of the most difficult and complex problem of India’s future constitu- 
tion and are glad to note that the vital importance and the true aspect of this 
question are being fully realised by the British Parliament, and that His Majesty’s 
Government are now fully apprised and seized of the realities of the situation. 

The Muslim League again makes its position clear that the Muslims of 
India are a nation by themselves and will exercise their right to self determination 
and that they alone are the final judges and arbiters of their own future destiny. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


The Working Committee appreciate that His Majesty's Government have 
conceded the principle urged upon them by the Muslim League that in order to 
secure genuine and full support of Muslim India and such other parties as are and 
have been ready and willing to undertake the responsibility and are prepared to 
make every contribution to the intensification of the war efforts, and for the 
defence of India, with a view to meet any external danger or aggression, and to - 
maintain internal security and peace, they should forthwith associate the repre- 
sentatives of the Muslim League with authority and power as partners in the 
Central and. Provincial Governments and establish a War Council which will in- 
clude the Indian Princes and thus secure their cooperation also. 

The Committee, therefore, are glad that His Majesty’s Government, 
provisionally and during the prosecution of the War, have decided upon the expan- 
sion of the Executive Council of the Governor General and the establishment of a 
War Advisory Council on an All India basis, though they regret that His Majesty’s 
Government have declared that they at this stage do not contemplate Non-Official 
Advisors in-the Provinces, which are at present administered by the Governors 
under Section 93 of the Government of India Act. The Committee, however, find 
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that the specific offer now made as embodied in the letter of His Excellency the 
Viceroy dated the 14th of August 1940, purporting to give effect to and implement 
the principle of co-operation with authority in the Government as partners is most 
unsatisfactory and does not meet the requirements nor the spirit indicated in the 
resolution of this Committee of the 16th of June 1940, which was communicated by 
the President to His Excellency the Viceroy by his letter of the 17th of June 1940, 
nor does it meet the memorandum that was submitted to His Excellency by the 


President on the ist of July 1940. 
In these circumstances the Committee find it very difficult to deal with this 


offer for the following reasons:- 
1. Neither the President nor the Committee were consulted as to the num- 
ber of the proposed increase of the additional members of the Executive Council of 


the Governor General. 
2. The Committee are not yet aware of the manner in which the entire 


Executive Council be reconstituted. 

3. The Committee have no information as to which are the other parties 
with whom the Muslim League will be called upon to work. 

4. The Committee understand that the President has not been informed as 
to what portfolios will be assigned to every one of these additional members. The 
Committee are merely asked without any further knowledge or information except 
that the total number of members of the expanded Executive Council will be in the 
neighbourhood of 11, to send a panel of 4 out of which 2 will be selected for 
appointment as members of the Governor General’s Executive Council. 

5. The Committee have considered the system of panel suggested and they 
are of the opinion that it is open to many objections, is not desirable and does not 
commend itself to them. ) 

6. As regards the proposed “War Advisory Council” the Committee do not 
know its constitution, composition and functions, beyond the information that it will 
probably consist of about 20 members and the Committee are asked to submit a 
panel out of which 5 will be nominated by His Excellency the Viceroy. 

In these circumstances the Committee consider the offer unsatisfactory 
and request His Excellency the Viceroy to reconsider the matter and hereby 
authorise the President to seek further information and clarification. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


The Resolution of the Working Committee passed at Bombay on the 16th 
of June 1940 requesting the Mussalmans generally, and in particular, the members 


of the Muslim League not to serve on the War Committees_and to await further. 


instructions from the President, sending the result of the negotiations with the 
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Viceroy, was not a decision that adopted the policy of non-cooperation with the 
Government as has wrongly been represented by the enemies of the Muslim 
League; but on the contrary was intended to urge upon the Government a line of 
action and policy which they should adopt to secure more effective cooperation in 
the prosecution of the War. There were two very vital points for which the Commit- 
tee have been pressing the Government namely (1) that no constitution either 
interim or final would be adopted by His Majesty’s Government without the ap- 
proval and consent of Muslim India and (2) that in order to secure genuine and 
whole hearted support of the Mussalmans, it was imperative that within the frame 


work of the present constitution Muslim India leadership should be associated as a. 


partner in the realm of the Central and Provincial Governments forthwith. As a 
result of the negotiations the Working Committee are glad to state that the first 
point has now been practically met by the statement of His Excellency the Viceroy 
of the 8th of August. 1940 and the amplification and clarification of that statement 
by Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State for India, in the course of his speech on the 
14th of August 1940 in Parliament, and the Committee also note with satisfaction 
that the Government have accepted the principle of second point that was urged 
upon them, namely “cooperation with authority and power” in the Governments in 
order to prosecute the war successfully. | 

In view of these circumstances the Working Committee leave those Mus- 
salmans, who think that they can serve any useful purpose by merely associating 
themselves with the War Committees free to do so. : 

The Committee are of opinion that the Government should, in fact and not 
merely in principle, take without delay the Muslim Leadership into their complete 
confidence and associate them as equal partners in charge of the reins of the 


Government in the Central and in the Provinces.in order to secure a genuine and 


ene cooperation of Muslim India in the prosecution of the war success- 
ully. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Working Committee hereby appoint a Committee consisting of Nawab 
Md. Ismail Khan and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary Secretary, to ex- 
amine the cases of those members of the Council of the All India Muslim League 
who have acted in contravention of the resolution of the Working Committee of the 
16th of June 1940 regarding the War Committees and empower the committee to 
take disciplinary action against such members as it may consider appropriate. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


The Working Committee have carefully considered the notification of the 
Government of India of the 6th of August 1940 together with the explanatory 
communique issued by the Government of India on the 24th of August with regard 
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to the Volunteer Organisations. The Muslim National Guard Corps were started 
over two years ago and the aims and objects of the organisation are defined in 
Resolution No.4 of the Working Committee passed on the 17th of June 1940, which 
runs as follows:- “To train and discipline the Muslims in coordinate activity for 
social and physical uplift of the Muslims and to maintain peace tranquility and 


order in the country”. Fe : 
Recently instructions were given to the Provincial Muslim Leagues to 


strengthen the Muslim National Guard corps and to give them such training as 
would enable them to discharge their duty of maintaining peace, tranquility, and 
order in the country worthy of the best traditions of Islam, to assist at and control 
the meetings of the Muslim League and generally for the purpose of social service 
and uplift. The Committee, therefore, are of opinion that the ban imposed by the 
Government is not iritended to prohibit or restrict such legitimate activities. In 
these circumstances the Committee direct the various Provincial Leagues to exert 
every nerve to start, organise, and strengthen Muslim National Guards and the 
Committee trust that their activities will be carried on within the limits of the law. 


RESOLUTION NO. & 


The Committee, after hearing the President of the Delhi Provincial 
Muslim League and the Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League, are 
of opinion that on account of the deadlock created by a section the activities of 
the Delhi Provincial Muslim League have been seriously affected and therefore 
the best course in the interest of the Mussalmans of Delhi would be to dissolve 
the present Provincial Muslim League of Delhi, and they hereby do so and 
empower the Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League to make 
arrangements for holding fresh elections to the Provincial League and all its 


branches under his direction and control. 
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Text of Resolution of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 28th of September 1940, at Gul-i-Raana, New 
Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A, Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League in its meeting at 
Bombay on the 2nd of September 1940, after considering the letter of His Excellen- 
cy the Viceroy dated the 14th of August 1940 addressed to the President, contain- 
ing the specific offer regarding the proposed expansion of the Governor General’s 
Executive Council and the establishment of a War Advisory Council, had requested 
H.E. the Viceroy to reconsider the matter and authorised the President to seek 
further information and clarification, particularly on the points set out in the 
resolution, particularly on the points set out in the resolution before the Commit- 
tee could deal with the offer. As a result of the communication of these resolutions 
to H.E. the Viceroy, he invited the President to meet him on the 24th of September 


and after full and free discussion of the points arising out of those resolutions, H.E: __ 


was pleased to send a formal reply dated the 25th of September, 1940. After giving 
their most earnest and careful consideration to the whole matter, the Committee, 
notwithstanding their desire from the very beginning to help in the prosecution of 
the War and the defence of India, regret that they are unable to accept the present 
offer for the following reasons:- 

1. That the inclusion of only 2 representatives of the Muslim League in the 
proposed expansion of the Governor General’s Executive Council, of which neither 
the total strength nor the number of additional members has so far been definitely 
determined, does not give any real and substantial share-in the authority of the 
Government at the Centre. | 
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2. That no indication has been given as to what would be the position of 
the Muslim League representation in the event of any other party deciding at a 
later stage to assist in the prosecution of the War, and the Government agreeing to 
associate it with the Executive Council, which may involve a substantial modifica- 
tion and reshuffling of the Executive. 


3. That so far, the Government do not propose to appoint nonofficial 
advisors in those Provinces which are being administered by the Governors, under 
Section 98 of the Government of India Act 1935, the Committee feel that without 
the association of the Muslim League representatives in the administration of those 
Provinces it will not be possible to secure real and effective cooperation of the 
Mussalmans. 

4. That the proposed War Advisory Council is yet in embryo and no infor- 
mation is available as to its constitution, composition and functions, except that it 
will probably consist of about 20 members and that the question of setting it up will 
be considered after the expansion of the Executive Council is complete. 

5. That out of the various points raised in the resolution of the Committee 
of the 2nd of September only one relating to panel has been satisfactorily met. 





















Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Delhi on the 29th of September 1940 under the 
Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Council of the All India Muslim League places on record its deep 
sense of sorrow at the untimely and sad death of the Khan Bahadur Ahmad Yar 
Khan Dolatana, a member of the Council of the All India Muslim League. He 
rendered selfless service in the cause of the Mussalmans and his death is a great 
loss to the Muslim community. The Council expresses its deep sympathy and con- 
dolences with the members of the family of the late Khan Bahadur. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Council of the All India Muslim League expresses its profound sorrow 
at the sad demise of Mr. Md. Ashique -Warsi of Gaya, an ex- member of the 
Working Committee and a member of the Council of the All India Muslim League. 
Mr. Warsi rendered great and selfless services to the League. The Council offers its 
sincere sympathy and condolences to the members of the family of Mr. Warsi in 
their sad bereavement. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that election of Honorary Joint Secretaries be postponed till the 
next Annual Session. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the President be authorised to fix the venue and dates for 
the next Annual Session. 
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RESOLUTION NO.) 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee passed at its 
meetings held on the 15th, 16th and 17th of June, 31st of August and 1st and 2nd of 
September and 28th of September 1940 be confirmed. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League greatly regrets 
that Mr. Abdussattar Khairi of the Aligarh Muslim University, a member of the 
U.P. Provincial Muslim League, is being kept under detention as B. Class prisoner 
without trial. The Council requests the Government to reconsider Mr. Khairi’s case 


and set him at liberty. 
The Council further authorises the President and the Muslim League Party 


in the Central Legislature to take up the matter with the Government. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that in view of the repeated reports that have reached India 


recently that there is a probability of war flames spreading and of aggression by 


foreign powers against the independence and sovereignty of the Muslim Countries 
such as Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Turkey, the President is hereby authorised to fix 
a day for the purpose of expressing and demonstrating deep sympathy and concern 
of Muslim India with Muslim Countries and also conveying to those who have any 
such design that in the event of any attack upon Muslim Countries, Muslim India 
will be forced to stand by them and give all the support it can. 


RESOLUTION NO.& 


Whereas there is a possibility that the flames of the War may spread to 
certain Islamic countries and in such an event the Mussalmans of India can not 
remain unconcerned, therefore it is hereby resolved that the All India Muslim 
League should organise a Red Crescent Branch of the Muslim National Guards 
forthwith, so that if the emergency arises, there might be no delay in the despatch of 
Medical missions to those countries. 

Nawabzada Khurshid Ali Khan, who had given notice of the following 
resolution, did not move it:- 

“That the Council of the All India Muslim League considers it necessary in 
the best interests of the Mussalmans as well as of India that instructions should 
forthwith be issued to the Muslim Leagues all over the country that they should 
participate fully in the Provincial and District War Boards and Committees and in 
their various activities. . 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 22nd of February 1941, at Gul-i-Raana, New 
Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee view with disapproval the recent pronounce- 
ments of Mr, Amery, Setretary of State for India, which are likely to create »rave 
apprehensions in the minds of the Mussalmans as they give an impression cuntrary 
to his previous pronouncements, that His Majesty’s Government are still con- 
templating the possibility of a constitution based on the economic  d political 
unity of India. The term “Indian”, the Working Committee would like to point out, 
covers three times a greater range of peoples than the term “European” does. It is 
unfortunate that Mr. Amery, having regard to his responsibility as the Secretary of 
State for India, should have allowed himself to indulge in slogans such as “India 
First.” Mussalmans of India are proud to be Indians and firmly believe in India for 
Indians. It is in that spirit that the Lahore Resolution was adopted, because the 
Mussalmans are convinced that it is the only solution of India’s constitutional prob- 
lem which will ensure peace, harmony and satisfaction among all elements, inter- 
ests and inhabitants of this vast sub-continent. 

The Working Committee reaffirm adherence to the Resolution passed at 
the Lahore Sessions of the All-India Muslim League laying down the basic prin- 
ciples on which the future constitution of India must be framed before it can be 
acceptable to the Mussalmans of India viz. That geographically contiguous units are 
demarcated intorial readjustments as may be necessary, that the areas in which the 
Muslims are numerically in a majority in the North-western and Eastern zones of 
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India should be grouped to constitute ‘Independent States and the constituent 
linits shall be autonomous and severity. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League resolved that the 
23rd of March every year should be observed all over India by the Muslim League 
organisation for explaining the principles of the Lahore Resolution as the only 
permanent and peaceful solution of Indian constitutional problem. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that every three months a Muslim League Week must be fixed 
during which period the policy and programme of the All India Muslim Leagues 
should be explained to the people throughout India by the Provincial and District 
Leagues and a drive should be made to enrol more members of the League and 
take up constructive programme for the purpose of the uplift of the Mussalmans in 
the matter of the economic, social and educational condition. 





/ 
! 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim 
League held on the 23rd of February 1941, at Anglo Arabic College Hall, Delhi, 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the resolutions passed at the meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All India Muslim League held on the 22nd of February 1941 at New 


Delhi be confirmed. 
RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that Mr. M.A. Jinnah be elected President of the All India Mus- 
lim League for the next term. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the following six members be elected to be members of the 
Council of the All India Muslim League from Orissa and a Sub-Committee con- 
sisting of Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib and Nawab Mohamed Ismail Khan 
Sahib be appointed to fill up the remaining vacancies in tae Council from Orissa. 


1. Mohamed Abdul Jalil Sahib. 

2. K.B. Ahmed Bakhsh Sahib. 

3, Mulla Mohamed Abrarul Haque Sahib. 
4, Maulvi Salahuddin Sahib. 

5. Maulvi Tofailun Nabi Sahib. 

6. Maulvi Syed Hillaluddin Sahib. 
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RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohamed Ismail 
Khan Sahib, Choudhry Khaliquzzaman Sahib and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan 
Sahib appointed to fill up the three vacancies in the Council from the Punjab. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League, resolved that 
the following constructive programme should be worked out by every Provincial 
District, City and Primary Muslim League. — 

(i) That the cottage industries should be promoted and encouraged and 
stores should be established at central places on co-operative basis. 

(ii) That the Muslim should use Garha, made by Mussalmans on all oc- 
casions of festivity and mourning, so that due impetus may be give to the Garha 
manufacture. 

(iii) That Night Schools should be opened in order to spread Adult Educa- 
tion. | 

(iv) That Un-Islamic ceremonies should be given up and discouraged. 

(v) That no loans on interest be taken for marriage and funeral 
ceremonies. 

(vi) That the use of Intoxicants and Gambling should be checked. 

(vii) That the true spirit of brotherhood, based on the Islamic conception 
of equality and fraternity should be infused among those Muslims, who have 
adopted the Un-Islamic view of caste, based on profession, and occupation. 

(viii) That Panchayats should be established, in order to settle ordinary 
disputes so that people may not suffer unnecessary monetary loss by going to 
law-courts. 

(ix) That Muslims should be persuaded to take to Commerce and Industry. 

(x) That full interest should be taken in all the schemes of rural uplift and 
progress. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Council of the All India Muslim League is of the opinion that the Civil 
Disobedience movement started by the Congress is designed to bring pressure’ on 
the British Government to rissole from the position it has taken in regard to the 
future constitution of India relating to the Muslims and other minorities and con- 
cede to the Congress demands, which are fundamentally opposed by Muslim India 
as they are detrimental to the vital interest. 

Mr. Gandhi himself soon after the Viceroy’s statement of November 5, 
1939, wrote the following in the Harjjan: — | | 
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“So Jong as there is no workable arrangement with the Muslim League 
Civil resistance must involve resistance against the League.” 

The starting of Civil resistance without an arrangement with the League 
under the cloak of fight for liberty of speech is only a crude method of getting over 
previous statements and confusing the issues. Only a few days back Mr. Gandhi is 
reported to have addressed the Secretary, Hindu Mahasabha, in the following 
words: — 

“If the Hindu Mahasabha was so inclined, it could partake in the re-or- 
ganisation of the Central Government, but the question of the Congress doing so 
would not arise so long as the Congress demand remained unconceded.” 

From the above it is clear that the Congress is fighting the British Govern- 
ment for the acceptance of its demands. The Council of the All India Muslim 
League, therefore, have no doubt as to the real motive and object of Mr. Gandhi in 
launching and pursuing vigorously his movement of Satyagraha and draw the atten- 
tion to the British Government that if any concession to the Congress is made 
which adversely affects or militate against the Muslim demands it will be resisted by 
Muslim League with all the power it can command and the Muslim League desires 
to place it on record that if the situation demands it would not hesitate to intervene 
and play such part in the struggle as may be necessary for the protection of the 
rights and interests of the Mussalmans of this country. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


This Council of the All India Muslim League is emphatically of opinion 
that introduction of Joint Electorate in Borough Municipalities in Sind is not ac- 
ceptable to Mussalmans and views it as greatly detrimental to the interest of Mus- 
lim Community. This Council therefore urges upon the Sind Government to 
suspend the Act already passed and finally repeal it. 

This Council is further of opinion that Bills for introduction of Joint Elec- 
torate in Local Boards, Cities and District Municipalities in Sind now pending 
before the Sind Assembly should not be proceeded with by the Government and in 
the event of these bills being passed in the Assembly, Council urges upon and 
expects every Muslim Member of the Sind Assembly to oppose them. 


RESOLUTION NO.& 


This Council of the all India Muslim League strongly condemns the Police 
firing on the Mussalmans of Jubbulpore on February 9, 1941, as unwarranted. This 
Council is further of opinion that the efforts of the Publicity Officer to prejudice 
the public mind against the victims of Police firing by preparing and supplying 
newspapers with news giving a fabricated account of the Muharram processions 
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and of the circumstances under which the Police resorted to firing deserves strong 
condemnation as it shows that the Central Provinces Government have already 
formed their opinion. The instructions of the Publicity Officer to newspapers to 
publish the said news in toto and not to divulge the source of information is most 
unbecoming for a Government and conclusively proves its partiality. 

This Council also places on record that the Press Communique issued by 
the Central Provinces Government and signed by its Chief Secretary is bound to 
create grave misapprehensions in the minds of the Muslims as it prejudges the issue 
of the Police firing and the findings that may be arrived at by a commission of 
enquiry. 

This Council extends its heartfelt sympathies to the victims and their rela- 
tions and advises the Muslims of Jubbulpore to place their case properly before the 
Commission of Enquiry. 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


The Council of the All India Muslim League places on record its strong 
protest against the conviction of Maulana Mohamed Usman Azad Editor of the 
Daily ‘Anjam’ and an ex-member of the Council of the All India Muslim League for 
publishing a poem condemning the ideology of the Congress. It is understood that 
the case was instituted by the Congress Government because of its hostility towards 
the Muslim League. The succeeding Government should not have supported the 
prosecution initiated in the spirit indicated above, and therefore the Council 
demands from the Government of U.P. an immediate release of Maulana Moham- 
mad Usman Azad. 

Mr. Rashidi moved the following resolution: — 

“The Council of the All India Muslim League hereby resolves that no 
member of League organisation shall accept any office in any Provincial where the 
Head of that cabinet is a Muslim not owing allegiance to the All India Muslim 
League. Subject to confirmation by this Council, the Working Committee of All 
India Muslim League may in suitable cases relief this rule.” 

The President drew the attention of Mr. Rashidi to Resolution No.12, 
passed by the Council on the 4th December, 1941, upon which the resolution was 
withdrawn. 





Text of Resolution passed at the mecting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Madras on the 11th of April 1941 under the Chairmanship 
of Raja Mohd. Amir Ahmad Khan Sahib of Mahmudabad. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Raja Sahib of Mah- 
moodabad, Mr. Hasan Ispahani and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib be ap- 
pointed to fill up vacancies which have occurred in the Council of the All India 
Muslim League. | 

















. Text of Resolution of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 12th of April 1941 at Beverley House, at Madras 
under the Chairmanship of Raja Sahib of Mahmudabad. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that a Parliamentary Committeee, the personnel of which to be 
nominated by the President, be appointed as laid down in Resolution No.14 passed 
at the Annual Sessions held at Patna in December 1938. 


_- 
— 


Text of Resolutions of the meetings of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League, held’on the 24th, 25th and 26th of August, 1941, at Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah’s residence, Mount Pleasant Road, Bombay, under the Presidentship of Mr. 


M.A. Jinnah. 
RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the Accounts from 1st of May 1940 upto the 31st of March 
1941 be passed subject to their being audited by Sir Abdoola Haroon and Haji 
Abdussattar Haji Essak Saith. It is further resolved that the Budget as presented 
from the 1st of April 1941 upto the 31st of March 1942 be sanctioned. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


After full discussion and consideration the Working Committee are unani- 
mously of opinion that the Hon’ble Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Fazlul Haq and the Hon’ble Sir Mohamed Saadullah should resign from the Na- 
tional Defence Council. In view of all the facts placed before the Committee by the 
President, including the message of His Excellency the Viceroy sent to him through 
the Governor of Bombay on the 21st of July 1941, the Hon’ble Sir Sikandar Hayat 
Khan, the Committee are glad to note, has decided to tender his resignation from 
the National Defence Council, and the Committee have been informed telephoni- 
cally that the Hon’ble Sir Mohamed Saadullah has also decided to resign from the 
National Defence Council. The question, therefore, of disciplinary action against 
Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, and Sir Mohamed Saadullah does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Haq has communicated that he would like to have 
time to consider the matter. If he also resigns from the National Defence Council 
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within ten days and informs the President accordingly no further action will be 
necessary. 


Failing the receipt of a satisfactory reply from Mr. Fazlul Haq by the © 


President within the time aforesaid, the Committee hereby fully authorise the Presi- 
dent to take such action as he may deem proper and necessary. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committee after considering the explanation of the Nawab 
of Chhatari, are of opinion that he, while still a member of the Council of the All 
India Muslim League, by accepting the membership of the National Defence Coun- 
cil, has acted against the express decision of the Muslim League and its general 
policy, and call upon him to resign his membership of the National Defence Coun- 
cil. 

If the Nawab of Chhatari resigns the membership of the National Defence 
Council before he takes charge as the President of His Exalted Highness the 
Nizam’s Council of Ministers and communicates this fact to the President no action 
will be necessary. 

In case the Nawab of Chhatari fails to submit his resignation from the 
National Defence Council within the time prescribed, the President is hereby given 
full authority to take such action as he deems necessary and proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


The Working Committee after considering the explanation of Begum Shah 
Nawaz, are of opinion that she, while still a member of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, by accepting the membership of the National Defence Council, 
has acted against the express decision of the Muslim League and its general policy, 
and call upon her to resign her membership of the National Defence Council. 

If Begum Shah Nawaz, resigns the membership of the National Defence 
Council within ten days and communicates this fact to the President no action will 
be necessary. 

In case Begum Shah Nawaz fails to submit her resignation from the Na- 
tional Defence Council within the time prescribed the President is hereby given full 
authority to take such action as he deems necessary and proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


The Working Committee have considered the explanation of Sir Sultan 
Ahmad. It seems that he has not realised the grievances of the complaint viz, that 
while he was a member of the Council of the All India Muslim League he has 
associated himself with the scheme of the expansion and reconstruction of the 
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personnel of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, as notified in the Communique dated 
the 21st of July 1941, and the constitution of the National Defence Council, which is 
a part and parcel of the scheme as has been explained by the highest authority, the 
Secretary of State for India in his statement in the House of Commons on the 22nd 
of July, and further amplified by his speech and his reply to the debate in the House 
of Commons on the Ist of August 1941, in which he makes it quite clear that the 
appointment of Sir Sultan Ahmad to Executive Council was a part of the scheme. 

In view of these facts Sir Sultan Ahmad has associated himself with the 
scheme against the express decision of the Muslim League and its general policy, 
and the Committee are of opinion that he should resign his appointment to the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council within ten days, failing which the Committee hereby 
give full authority to the President to take such action as he may deem necessary 


and proper. 
RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Musalmans of India are greatly perturbed at and view with alarm the 
military occupation of certain Muslim States in the Near East by Great Britain and 
her allies. The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League, therefore, urge 
upon the British Government and her allies to declare unequivocally that the 
sovereignty and independence of those Muslim States will be immediately restored 
as soon as circumstances permit and that the pernicious system of mandates and 
the creation of influence for European powers over these countries will not be 


resorted to. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


The Working Committee have learnt with dismay the news of the un- 
provoked aggression against Iran by Great Britain and Russia, contrary to all the 
declarations of the British Government to respect the neutrality and sovereignty of 
noncombatant states to uphold which the British Government and her allies are 
fighting Nazism and in violation of the fundamental principles of International Law, 
and warn the Government that this action of the allies will still more complicate the 
Near East situation and alienate the sympathies of Muslim India and create bittcr- 
ness in their hearts, which will result in the withdrawal of every help by them to the 


allied cause. 
RESOLUTION NO.& 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League deplore that His 
Excellency the Viceroy should have gone out of his way to canvass the members of 
the Muslim League for securing their association with the scheme of expansion of 
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the Executive Council and the constitution of the so-called National Defence Coun- 
cil within the terms of the offer of the 8th of August 1940, behind the back of the 
leader of the organisation, knowing full well the express decision of the Council of 
the League rejecting a scheme on similar lines by its resolution dated the 29th of 
September 1940, which was duly communicated to him by the President. 

Further the Committee condemn the observations of Mr. Amery, the 
Secretary of State for India, made in the House of Commons in his speech on the 
Ist of August 1941, to the effect that he was glad “to think that regardless of party 
leaders and in defiance of party discipline, patriotic Indians have come forward to 
work for India’s defence,” thereby casting a serious reflection on the patriotism of 
those who do not approve the scheme, and lauding the conduct of those who have 
been deliberately and by various manoeuvres weaned to commit a breach of party 
discipline. 

The Working Committee are of the considered opinion that the recent 
decision to resuscitate and impose upon India, the scheme of expansion of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council and the setting up of a National Defence Council was 
undertaken as a concession to the demands of the Hindus in utter disregard of the 


wishes of the Muslims of India and the solemn promises made to them and is — 


intended to mislead public opinion in Great Britain and abroad. 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


| The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League are amazed and 
alarmed that Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State for India and a responsible Mini- 
ster of the Crown should be permitted to make pronouncements which amount to a 


_ breach of faith to Muslim India and to resile from the declared policy of the British 


Government, viz., that the constitutional issue will in no way be prejudged by His 
Majesty’s Government and that the solution of the constitutional issue will be de- 
pendent upon agreement between the principal parties, as the following extracts 
from his speeches and the announcement of the Viceroy dated the 8th of August 
1940 clearly disclose:- 

(1) Viceroy’s Announcement dated the 8th of August 1940. 

“There are two main points which have emerged. On these two points His 
Majesty’s Government now desire me to make their position clear. 

_ “The first is as to the position of Minorities, in relation to any future 
constitutional scheme. It has already been made clear that my declaration of last 
October does not exclude the examination of any part, either of the Act of 1935, or 
of the policy and plans on which it is based. 

“His Majesty’s Government concern, that full weight should be given to 


_ the views of the minorities in any revision, has also been brought out. That remains 
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the position of His Majesty’s Government. It goes without saying that they could 
not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities, for the peace and 
welfare of India to any system of Government whose authority is directly denied by 
large and powerful elements in India’s national life. | 

“Nor could they be parties to the coercion of such elements into submis- 
sion to such a Government. 

“The second point of general interest is the machinery for building within 
the British Commonwealth of Nations, a new constitutional scheme, when the time 
comes. There has been very strong insistence that the framing of that scheme 
should be primarily the responsibility of Indians themselves, and should originate 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of Indian 
life. 

“His Majesty's Government are in sympathy with that desire, and wish to 
see it given the fullest practical expression, subject to the due fulfilment of the 
obligations, with Great Britain’s long connection with India has imposed upon her, 
and for which His Majesty’s Government cannot divest themselves of the respon- 
sibility. 

“Meanwhile they will welcome and promote, in any way possible, every 
sincere and practical step that may be taken, by representative Indians themselves, 
to reach a basis of friendly agreement firstly on the form which the post-war repre- 
sentative body should take, secondly upon the principles and outlines of the con- 
stitution itself.” 

(2) Mr. Amery’s Statement dated the 14th August 1940. 

“Agreement, consent is indeed the foundation of all free Governments, of 
all true democracy. Decision by a majority is not so much of the essence of 
Democracy as a practical convenience which presupposes for its proper working an 


antecedent general consent to the constitution itself. It has indeed in most federal: 


constitutions been limited in various ways in order to safeguard the separate inter- 
ests of the federating elements. To describe the need for such agreement as a veto 
on constitutional progress is, I think, to do an injustice to the patriotism and sense 


of responsibility of those concerned. Agreement means not veto by any element — 


but compromise, and willingness to compromise, in India as elsewhere, is an essen- 
tial test of the sense of responsibility on which free government must be based.” 

(3) Mr. Amery’s Statement dated the 22nd of April 1941 

“Tt was suggested that the frame work of India’s future constitution should 
be devised by Indians themselves and not by this House. That was a far-reaching 
and indeed revolutionary announcement, the full importance of which has not, I 
think, even yet been fully appreciated either in this country or in India. 
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“Even more important in this connection is the stipulation that the con- 
stitution itself and also the body which is to frame it, must be the outcome of 
agreement between the principal elements in India’s national life. That is an essen- 
tial prerequisite to the success of the future constitution. For if Indians cannot 
agree upon the kind of constitution they are prepared to work, how are they likely 
to agree upon the actual working of it? 

“J have dwelt deliberately upon Indian responsibility in the matter; for 
unless Indians are prepared to face that responsibility now they will fail to face it 
hereafter. Any agreement imposed by us from without cannot survive the 
withdrawal of our power to enforce it. Only a real agreement, freely reached, can 
stand that test.” 

The Working Committee strongly condemn the adverse criticism and 
remarks of Mr. Amery in his recent speech in the House of Commons with regard 
to the Lahore Rresolution of the All India Muslim League, popularly known as the 
Pakistan Resolution, without examining the scheme embodied therein and the cir- 
cumstances which have driven the Moslems to demand the partition of India into 
zones predominantly Muslim. 

The Working Committee calls upon His Majesty’s Government to reassure 
the Muslims of India that His Majesty’s Government will stand by their declara- 
tions and pledges solemnly given by the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India 
on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 

If this assurance reaffirming the declaration which has been shaken by the 
recent ill advised utterances of the Secretary of State for India, practically prejudg- 
ing and condemning the Muslim League scheme of partitioning India, is not 
forthcoming within a reasonable time, the Muslim League will be compelled to 
revise, of necessity their policy and adopt such measures as they may deem neces- 
sary to resist any departure from the solemn pledges and assurances, and the 
responsibility for the consequences that may ensue on account of this gross breach 
of faith will entirely rest on the British Government. 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League are deeply con- 
cerned at the widespread riots in the country during the year and their recrudes- 
cence at several places soon after order was restored, which distinctly suggests an 
organised attempt on the part of the Hindus to crush the Muslim morale in places 
where they are in a minority, and urge upon the Government to take serious note of 
the situation, which has arisen on account of the speeches delivered from Hindu 
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platforms, inciting people to violence in their endeavour to create organised op- 


354 





Text Of Resolutions 


position to the just demands of the Muslims of India and to demonstrate that 
communal riots were not only confined to the Congress Government regime. 
Further the Working Committee have received with surprise and alarm the 
information from its Provincial bodies that the attitude of Government officials 
generally has been unsympathetic in meeting Muslim demands and removing their 
just grievances. The Working Committee urge upon the Government to redress 
their grievances in this respect and to adopt adequate and effective measures for 


the protection of their lives and property. 
Further the Working Committee draw the attention of the Government of 


India to the highhanded and arbitrary orders of the Government of Bihar in con- 
nection with the observance of Bihar Sharif day and the banning of the publication 
of Bihar Sharif enquiry committee report and declining to appoint special tribunals 
in order to secure fair trial and justice for the Mussalmans. 


RESOLUTION NO.11 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League condemn the 
recent Indo-Burma agreement concluded without consulting the Indian Legislature 
or the Provincial Governments concerned and other responsible public opinion in 
the country, with the result that the vital economic interests of India in general and 
the trading interests and civic rights of the Muslim community in particular, en- 
joyed by them for over a century, have been sacrificed and irreparably damaged. 
The Working Committee urge upon Governor-General and the Secretary of State 
for India not to ratify the aforesaid agreement, and thus remove the serious discon- 
tent, which it has caused in all Indian trading circles and the offence it has given to 
the self-respect of the peoples of India. 


RESOLUTION NO.12 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League considered the 
request of the Bihar Provincial Muslim League for defying the orders of the Bihar 
Government imposed upon the Mussalmans in connection with Bihar Sharif 
disturbances. The Committee postponed their decision till further information 


was available. 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, held on the 26th & 27th of October, 1941, at the Anglo Arabic 
College Hall Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


This Council of the All India Muslim League expresses its profound sor- 
row at the sad and untimely death of Maulana Inayatullah Sahib of Frangi Mahal 
Lucknow, a member of the League Cottncil. He rendered very valuable services in 
the cause of the Muslims, both educationally and politically and served the League 
faithfully and his death is a great loss to the Muslim community. The Council offers 
its deep sympathy and condolence to the members of the bereaved family. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the members of the Council from various Provinces who 
have ceased to be members under Section 12 of the Constitution be re-elected. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the resolution of the Working-Committee passed at the 
mectings held on August 24, 25 and 26, 1941 in Bombay and on October 26 and 27, 
1941 passed at Delhi, be approved. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that Khan Bahadur M.A. Momin of Calcutta and Mr. Mahboob _ 


Ahmed of Lahore be elected as Honorary Joint Secretaries. 
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RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that the President be empowered to fix the date and place for the 
next annual session of the All India Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Council of the All India Muslim League considers the entry of the 
British and Soviet Troops in the Kingdom of Iran an act of open aggression and in 
view of the existing conditions, believes that the European Governments want to 
bring all the Islamic countries under their heel for their own selfish ends, and 
therefore, this Council warns the British and the other European Governments that 
the Musalmans of India will not tolerate any foreign power’s interference in any of 
the Islamic Countries. In case the European Governments do not change their 
policy in respect of these Islamic Countries, the Muslims of India will be compelled 
to adopt such effective measures as would be necessary for protecting these 


Countries. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


| This meeting of tht Council of the All India Muslim League while endors- 
ing the decision of the Working Committee and the steps taken by the President of 
the All India Muslim League in connection with the expansion of the Executive 
Council of H.E. the Viceroy and the so-called National Defence Council, congratu- 
lates the Working Committee and the President on their decision and proper steps 
taken in the matter, and severely condemns the action of Hon’ble Dr. Sir Syed 
Sultan Ahmad and Begum Shah Nawaz, in refusing to accept the mandate of the 
Working Committee and in insisting to remain on the said Councils in flagrant 
disregard of the wishes of the Musalmans, 

‘This Council further declares that the Musalmans taken in the expanded 
Council of H.E. the Viceroy and the so-called National Defence Council, are in no 
way the representatives of the Musalmans and cannot in any way represent their 
interests. 

This Council further condemns the attitude of the Government in this 
connection which was meant to create a rift in the rank of the Musalmans. 


RESOLUTION NO. 6. 


Resolved that a committee consisting of the following gentlemen be ap- 
pointed to chalk out a detailed scheme for collecting systemetical ‘zakat’ ‘fitra’ and 
skins of qurbani and using them for the promotion of Muslim interest according to 
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| for consideration:- 
ii 1. Maulana Hussain Mian Sahib of Phulwari Sharif (Convener) | 
iI . Syed Ghulam Bhik Sahib Nairang. | 
. Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan Sahib. | 
. Mr. Husain Shahid Suhrawardy. 
. Maulana Gutbuddin Abdul Wali Sahib of Frangi Mahal. 
. Maulana Abdul Hamid Sahib Badayuni. 
. Maulana Hakim Abdur Rauf Sahib Danapuri. 
. Mirza Abdul Hasan Ispahani Sahib of Calcutta. 
. Maulana Syed Ibne Hasan Sahib. | 
10. Maulvi Badruddin Ahmed Sahib of Bihar. 
11. Haji Abdul Kadir Sahib of Arrah. 
12. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Sahib. 


‘shariat’ and place the scheme before the Council of the League as early as possible | 
| 


Oona n & WwW NY 


| Text of Resolutions passed by the Working Committee of the All India 
Resolution No.9 | Muslim League held on the 26th & 27th of October, 1941 at the Central Office of 
the All India Muslim League under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. | 


C.P. and Nellore in Madras Presidency which clearly indicates that they were not RESOLUTION NO.1 
merely the outcome of sudden communal outbursts but were the result of calcu- 


lated design to undermine the morale of the Muslims in areas where they are in a 
microscopic minority. In view of these riots and several others in other Provinces, Khan, Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan, Mr. G.M. Syed and Maulana Mohammad 


the Council urges upon the Government to devise forthwith strong measures to | Akram Khan be appointed to decide upon such action by the Muslim League Party 
check the growing tendencies of lawlessness and terrorism of the Hindu majority | in the Central Legislature as may be considered proper to show the resentment and 


and to afford effective protection to the Muslim minorities in the Provinces. disapproval of Muslim India against the manner in which the expansion of the 
] Governor General’s Executive Council was undertaken and carried out and the 


i National Defence Council constituted, and the action and attitude of the Viceroy 
| and His Majesty's Government in this connection, in consultation with the Muslim 
League Party in the Central Legislature. 


| 
| RESOLUTION NO.2 
| The Working Committee considered the letter dated the 8th of September, 


This meeting of the Council deeply deplores the serious riots at Amraoti in 
A Committee consisting of Mr. M.A. Jinnah, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 








1941, addressed to the Secretary of the All India Muslim League by the Hon’bie 
Mr. Fazlul Haq tendering his resignation from the Working Committee and the 
Council of the All-India Muslim League, and also the letter of Mr. Fazlul Haq | 
addressed to the Secretary dated the 27th of October, 1941, received today in which | 
he says, “I feel that the matter relating to my letter addressed to you (Secretary of | 
the All- India Muslim League) should be disposed of in my absence. My presence | 
it 7 at the discussion may put some members of the League in an awkward position, but 
i | at any rate I would be put in an awkward position myself if I were to be present at 
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the criticisms that will be made when the letter comes up for discussion. I shall be 
grateful if you kindly convey to the President my regret that I will not be able to 


attend the meeting.” 
The Working Committee consider that the following allegations contained 


in Mr. Fazlul Haq’s letter of the 8th of September addressed to the Secretary are 
untrue and offensive and have cast serious aspersions on the President and the 
Working Committee and the Council of the All-India Muslim League and the 
Muslim League of the Provinces where the Musalmans are in a minority:- 

1. “I maintain that this action of the President was unconstitutional in the 
highest degree.” 

2. “The Working Committee endorsed the action of the President, because 
they had no other alternative before them. If they had refused to ratify the 
President’s action it would have amounted to a vote of no-confidence in the Presi- 
dent and this contingency the Working Committee were not prepared to face. It is 
for this reason that the Working Committee passed the resolution a copy of which 
you have forwarded to me calling upon me to resign unconditionally from the 
National Defence Council.” 

3. “But before I conclude I wish to record a most emphatic protest against 
the manner in which the interests of the Muslims of Bengal and the Punjab are 
being imperiled by Muslim leaders of the Provinces where the Muslims are in a 
minority, popularly known among Muslims as the minority Provinces of India.” 

4. “As a mark of protest against the arbitrary use of powers vested in its 
President, I beg to tender my resignation from the membership of the Working 
Committee and the Council of the All India Muslim League. Much as I deplore this 
course I feel that I cannot usefully continue to be a member of a body which shows 
scant courtesy to Provincial Leaders and which arrogates to itself the functions 
which ought to be exercised by the Provincial Executive,” 

5. “The President of the All India Muslim League has signally failed to 
discharge the heavy responsibilities of his office in a constitutional and reasonable 
manner,” 

6. “In tendering my resignation I should also like to enter the caveat that 
recent events have forcibly brought home to me that the principles of democracy 
and autonomy are being subordinated to the arbitrary wishes of a single individual 
who seeks to rule as an omnipotent authority over the destiny of 33 millions of 
Muslims in the Province of Bengal who occupy the key position in Indian Muslim 
Politics.” i ee 

The Working Committee therefore call upon Mr. Fazlul Haq to withdraw 





| 
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these allegations and express his regret for having cast these aspersions within ten 
days the date of the receipt of the intimation of this resolution. 

On the expiry of the time specified above, the Working Committee will 
decide what action is called for after considering any explanation that Mr. Fazlul 
Haq may offer either in writing or in person and for this purpose, among other 
matters, instruct the Secretary to inform Mr. Fazlul Haq that the Working Commit- 
tee will meet on the 16th of November, 1941, at the Central Office of the All-India 
Muslim League in Delhi at 11 A.M. 




















| Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 

India Muslim League, held on the 16th of November 1941, at the Central Office of 

“x _ India Muslim League, Daryaganj, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. 
innah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee considered the following letter of explanation of 
the Hon. Mr. Fazlul Haq, dated November 14, received by the Honorary Secretary 
of the All India Muslim League:- 

DEAR NAWABZADA 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October 29 forwarding 
for my information a copy of resolution No. 2 adopted by the Working Committee 
of the Muslim League and confirmed by the Council of the Muslim League at 
meetings of both the bodies held on October 27 at Delhi. 

I regret the delay in sending you my reply. It has been due entirely to the 
poor state of my health, and I did not feel justified in replying to a communication 
of such serious import without giving the matter most anxious consideration. 

No one knows better than the President himself that I have always been a 
loyal member of the League, have never hesitated to carry out its mandates and 
once a decision was constitutionally adopted by it, have never hesitated to obey it, 
even though that decision might not personally commend itself to me. if there were 
any doubts in regard to this point my resignation from the National Defence Coun- 
cil amply proves it. 

It is an irony of fate that of all those who have given of their best to build 
up the only national organisation of the Muslim India, I should have been the object 
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of so much misunderstanding and so much uniformed criticism. It appears that 
portions of my letter have hurt the feelings of the President and some of my friends. 
I convey to them through you my assurance that nothing was further from my 
intention than to hurt the feelings of or to cast aspersions on any one and I hope 
that my assurance in this respect will be accepted and the matter considered as 
closed. 

Yours Sincerely, 


(Sd.) A.K. Fazlul Haq. 
The Working Committee excuse the delay on the part of Mr. Fazlul Haq in 


not sending the reply within ten days on the ground of his ill-health as the matter 
was of such serious import that it required his anxious consideration. The Working 
Committee note Mr. Fazlul Haq’s earnest reaffirmation of his loyalty to the Muslim 
League and his statement that he has never hesitated to carry out the mandates of 
the League the latest instance in proof thereof is his resignation from the National 
Defence Council is obedience to the decision of the Working Committee. The 
Working Committee further note his assurance that nothing was further from his 
‘ntention than to hurt the feelings of or to cast aspersions on the President or the 
Executive of the League and others concerned; and as Mr. Fazlul Haq requests the 
Working Committee that his assurance should be accepted, it is hereby resolved 
that no further action be taken in the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee regret that the British Government has not only 
failed to accept the offer of co-operation made by the Muslim League by its resolu- 
tion, dated June 17, 1940, but in utter disregard of it, it has expanded the Governor- 
General’s Executive Council by associating with it persons representing no body 
except themselves. This ‘Il-advised and unfair action on the part of the Government 
in the opinion of the Committee, was due to the fact that the British Government 
was not prepared to concede the just demands of the Muslim League even when 
the Congress Party was engaged in obstructionist tactics and civil disobedience and 
refused to even consider any agreement within the framework of the present con- 
stitution. The Working Committee, therefore, urge upon the Government that no 
further steps be taken or adjustments be made in the future, even within the 
framework of the present constitution and law without the approval and consent of 
the All India Muslim League, and once more warn the Government that any action 
‘n this connection without the approval of the Muslim League will be deeply 
resented and the responsibility for the consequences that may ensue will be entirely 


that of the Government. 
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RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committee wish to draw the attention of the Government 
that the prolonged and indefinite incarceration and detention without trial of Al- 
lama Mashriqui, is causing grave concern not only to the members of the Khaskar 
organization but to the Musalmans generally. In view of the changed situation the 
Committee urge upon the Government of India to reconsider their policy and 
release Allama Mushriqui without delay. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohammed Ismail 
Khan Sahib and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib be appointed to consider, 
hear and decide all appeals that may be made to the Working Committee by the 
various Branches of the League Organization. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


By virtue of the authority conferred upon the President by resolution No. 1 
of the Working Committee passed at its meeting held on the 12th of April 1941 at 
Madras, the President nominated the following to be the members of the Par- 
liamentary Committee:- 

1, The Hon’ble Mr. Hussain Imam. 

2. The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin. 

3. Nawab Mohammed Ismail Khan Sahib. 

4. Qazi Mohammed Isa Sahib. 

5. Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib. 

Three members to form the quorum, the Committee will exercise all the 
powers and functions as defined in Resolution No. 14 passed at the 26th Annual 
Session of the All India Muslim League held at Patna in December 1938, which 
runs as follows:- 

“This Session of the All India Muslim League resolves that the present 
Provincial Parliamentary Boards shall cease to function as soon as Provincial 
League or Leagues sct up a machinery of their own for the purpose of selecting and 
adopting candidates for their respective Legislature and other elected bodies. Any 
machinery that may be so set up by the Provincial Leagues shall be subject to the 
control and supervision of the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League 
or such Committee as they may appoint for the purpose and the decision of the 
Working Committee or the Special Committee, so appointed, in case of appeal to 
them shall be final; and further resolved that for the Central Legislature the Work- 
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ing Committee of the All India Muslim League should constitute such machinery 
for the purpose of election to the Central Legislature as it thinks proper.” 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Working Committee are of the opinion that some of the proposals 
contained in the joint report of the Indo-Ceylon exploratory conference are open to 
serious objections and adversely affect the right of Indians in Ceylon. The Commit- 
tee call upon the Government that such modifications as would guarantee and 
ensure those just rights of Indians should be made in those proposals before any 


action is taken in the matter. 

















| Text of resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League, held on the 26th and 27th of December 1941, at Nagpur 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. | 


RESOLUTION NO.J 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League have read with 
satisfaction the statement made by His Excellency the Viceroy on the 15th of 
December 1941, at Calcutta, re-affirming the policy enunciated in the declaration 
of the 8th of August 1940, which laid down inter alia the following principle for the 
future constitution of India: — 

| “There are two main points which have emerged. On those two points His 
Majesty’s Government now desire me to make their position clear. 

The first is as to the position of minorities, in relation to any future con- 
Stitutional scheme. It has already been made clear that my declaration of last Oc- 
tober does not exclude the examination of any part, either of the Act of 1935, or of 
the policy and plan on which it is based. | 

His Majesty’s Government’s concern, that full weight should be given to 
the views of the minorities in any revision has also been brought out. 

| That remains the position of, His Majesty’s Government. It goes without 
saying that they could contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities, for 
the peace and welfare of India, to any system of Government whose authority is 
directly denied by large.and powerful elements in India’s national life. 
Nor could they be party to the coercion of such elements into submission 
to such a Government.” | 
His Excellency further made it clear in the declaration of the 8th of August 


Text Of Resolutions 


1940, that it was for the representatives of India themselves to reach a basis of 
friendly agreement, firstly on the form which the post-war representative body 
should take and secondly upon the principles and outlines of the constitution itself. 

This policy of the British Government was re-affirmed by the Secretary of 
States for India in his speech during the debate in the House of Commons on the 
22nd of April 1941, in the following words: — 

“What was the essence of that statement? It was that the frame-work of 
India’s future constitution should be devised by Indians themselves and not by this 
House. That was a far-reaching and, indeed revolutionary announcement, the full: 
importance of which has not I think even yet been fully appreciated, either in this 
country or in India. 

“Even more important in this connection is the stipulation that the con- 
stitution itself, and also the body which is to frame it, must be the outcome of 
agreement between the principal elements in India’s National life. That is an essen- 
tial pre-requisite to the success of the future constitution.” 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League in their meeting 
held on the 22nd of September 1940 expressed their satisfaction at the declaration, 
as the principles enunciated therein covered the consideration of the demand of 
the Musalmans for the division of India, which was made long before the declara- 
tion, at Lahore, on the 23rd of Match 1940, and is popularly known as the Pakistan 


Scheme. . | 
Since then, responsible Ministers of the Crown, Mr. Amery, the Secretary 


of State for India and Mr. Churchill the Prime Minister, have, from time to time, 


amplified and confirmed the policy underlying the declaration, thereby assuring 100 
million Musalmans of India, that the British Government was fully alive to the 
realities of the political situation in India and realised that any decision opposed to 
the natural aspirations of Musalmans as a separate entity would hasten a 
catastrophe and make peaceful administration impossible. 

The Working Committee, however, are deeply concerned and alarmed 
that while the policy of the British Government still remains the.same as laid down 
‘n the declaration of the 8th of August 1940, there is a growing tendency in a 
section of the British press and politicians, who under the stress of the war against 
the Axis powers and the entry of Japan in the arena, to a revision of the policy 
hitherto followed and to start the policy of appeasement of the Congress by making 
a fresh declaration in utter disregard of the previous statements and promises to 
the Musalmans of India and in ignorance of the nature and extent of the political, 
religious and cultural differences existing between the major communities in India, 
viz. Hindus and Muslims. 
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The Working Committee, therefore, consider it necessary to warn the 
British public and Government that any departure from the policy and the sdlomn 
declaration of the 8th of August 1940, and the pledges given therein to the Musal- 
mans, would constitute a gross breach of faith with Muslim India and that any 
revision of policy or any fresh declaration, which adversely affects the demand of 
Pakistan or proceeds on the basis of a Central Government with India as one single 
unit and Musalmans as an All- India minority shall be strongly resented by the 
Muslims who will be compelled to resist it with all the forces at their command, 
which would at this critical juncture, among other things, necessarily result in the 
serious impediment of the country’s war efforts, which have so far been largely 
carried on with the help and support of the Musalmans because of the policy and 
attitude hitherto adopted by the Muslim League in order not to embarrass or 
impede war efforts as far as possible. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


In view of the fact that the entry of Japan in the war on the side of the Axis — 


Powers has brought the danger much closer to India and has forced into greater 
prominence the question of the defence of India, the Working Committee consider 
it necessary to reiterate that the Muslim League from the very beginning has ex- 
pressed their willingness to share the responsibility of the defence of the country as 
is evident from the stand taken by the President of the All-India Muslim League as 
far back as November 1939 when he accepted the offer of the Viceroy that the 
Congress and the League should come to an adjustment in the Provincial field to 
ensure harmonious working of the Provincial Government, consequent on which 
the representatives of the Congress and the League will be willing to participate in 
the Central Government as members of the Executive Council. This proposal of the 
Viceroy was summarily rejected by the Congress on the ground that their demand 
embodied in the resolution of the All-India Congress Committee dated the 10 of 
1939, for a declaration of India’s independence and the right of Indians to frame 
their own constitution through a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult 
franchises was not met by the British Government. 

Further the Muslim League on the 17th of June, 1940 passed the following 
resolution, which clearly indicates’ that the League has all along adhered to the 
policy declared by its President in November 1939. 

The Working Committee view with alarm the growing menace of Nazi 
aggression which has been most ruthlessly depriving one nation after another of its 
liberty and freedom regard the unprovoked attack by the Italian Government 
against the Allies, as most unwarranted and immoral at a time when France was 








engaged in a brave struggle against very heavy odds. 
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The grave world situation demands serious efforts on the part of every 
indian for the defence of his country and the Working Committee call upon the 
Government of India to prepare the country in an organised manner to meet every 
eventuality. The Committee are constrained to state that the proposals for the 
defence of India indicated in the statements of Their Excellencies the Viceroy and 
the Commander-in-Chief as well as the statements of some of the Provincial Gover- 
nors are wholly inadequate to meet the urgent requirements of the situation. The 
Committee therefore, authorise its President to enter into communication with His 
Excellency the Viceroy with a view to explore the possibility of devising prompt and 
effective measures to mobilize the country’s resources for the purpose of intensify- 
ing war efforts and the defence of India. 

The Committee are of the view that unless a satisfactory basis for close 
co-operation is agreed upon on an All India basis, and not Province-wise, between 
the Government and the Muslim League, such other parties as are willing to under- 
take the responsibility for the defence of the country in the face of the imminent 
danger, the real purpose and objective will not be served and achieved. 

The Working Committee once more declare that they are ready and will- 
ing as before to shoulder the burden of the defence of the country, singly or in 
cooperation with other parties on the basis that real share and responsibility is 
given in the authority of the Government at the Centre and the Provinces within the 


framework of the present constitution, but without prejudice to the major political 


issues involved in the framing of the future constitution. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League has noted with 
great satisfaction the action taken by the President in expelling Mr. Fazlul Haq 
from the Muslim League for his treacherous betrayal of the Muslim League or- 
ganisation and the Musalmans generally. 

The Committee call upon every Muslim Leaguer of the Bengal Legislature 
to organise the Muslim League and Muslim opinion in the Province to the fullest 
extent and to join and support the Muslim League Parliamentary Party and not to 
rest content until the present ministry which is composcd of the various elements 
antagonistic to the cause of Muslim Bengal and of which Mr. Fazlul Haq is a more 
titular Head; is over thrown. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


The Committee appeal to every Muslim, inside and outside the Legislature - 
to help and support the Provincial Muslim League in organising the Province of 
Bengal. 
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The Working Committee considered the case of Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan, 
M.L.A., (Central), which is pending in the court against him and as the matter is 
sub-judice the Committee do not wish to express any view regarding the merits of 
the case. But as a matter of policy and on general grounds the Committee strongly 
urge upon the Government that having regard to the recent action of the Govern- 
ment in releasing Satyagaraha and other political prisoners and having regard to the 
internal political situation, the prosecution against. Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan should 
be withdrawn and be released. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


The Working Committee express their deep sympathy with the sufferings 
of the Mussalmans and other Indians in Malaya, Singapore, Burma and other 
places in the Far East and call upon the Musalmans all over India to do all they can 
to give relief to evacues and those who are now stranded in the various parts of 
India and further request the British Goverment to help them in every possible way. 





Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League, held on the 21st of February 1942, Gul-i-Raana, New Delhi 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League draw the atten- 
tion of the Muslims of India in general and the provincial and other League 
branches throughout the country in particular to the growing danger of the War to 
India and the sufferings, which people may have to go through under such cir- 
cumstances and call upon them to be vigilant and ready to face any danger, if and 
when it comes with equanimity, courage and fortitude. 

The Working Committee have full confidence that in the event of grave 
developments or emergency the Muslims will stand united and extend all assistance 
to the suffering and helpless. 

The Committee further call upon the Provincial Muslim Leagues to 
strengthen the Muslim National Guards organisation so that it may be able to 
render effective assistance in maintaining peace, tranquillity and order in the 
country and help the suffering humanity. 








—— 


ee 











Text of Resolution passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 


Muslim League held on the 22nd of February 1942 at the Anglo Arabic College 
Hall, Delhi under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee passed at the 
meetings held on the 16th of November 1941, at Delhi 26th and 27th of December 
1941, at Nagpur and on the 21st of February 1942-at Delhi be approved. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that Mr. M.A. Jinnah be elected President of the All India Mus- 
lim League for the next term. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan, Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League and Nawab Mohd. 
Ismail Khan Sahib be appointed to fill up vacancies in the Council of the All India 
Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


This Council of the All-India Muslim League strongly condemns Mr. Faz- 
lul Haq for becoming a mere puppet in the hands of the Hindu Mahasabha and 
adopting a policy of ruthless repression against the workers of the Muslim League, 
which is the only popular representative organisation of the Mussalmans of India 
and also against the Muslim students of Bengal who have undergone great  suffer- 
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ing in the Muslim cause and expresses its sympathy with the Muslim League 
Workers and the Muslim students of Bengal who have thus served the best interests 
of the Muslim India. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


This Council of the All India Muslim League views with great concern and 
sympathy the question of the Muslim Kazaks who have come into India from Soviet 
Russia and the great hardship and privations they have suffered owing to lack of 
food, shelter and sympathy. This Council requests the Government of India to 
make proper arrangement and provision for the welfare of these Kazaks and find 
ways and means to allow them to settle peacefully in some part of North West 
India. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


This Council of the All India Muslim League while appreciating the action 
of Government of India in releasing Allama Enayat Ullah Mashrequi, resents the 
ban placed upon his moving out side Madras and urges upon the government for its 
immediate removal. 
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Text of resolution of the Emergent Mecting of the Working Committee of 
the All India Muslim League, held on the 22nd of February 1942, at Gul-i-Raana, 
New Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. | 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee have carefully considered the proposals formu- 
lated by the so called Non-Party Conference presided over by Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and are definitely of the opinion that if the British Governments are misled 
into accepting them Muslim India will without doubt revolt against any such 
decision for these proposals clearly mean the virtual transfer of all power and 
authority to the Central Government to be set up as indicated in these proposals on 
the basis of India being a single national unit and enjoying Dominion Status in 
action, thereby establishing Congress or Hindu Raj for all pury-oses. Muslim India 
will never accept such a position which is sought to be secured by Hindu leaders 
who are virtually hand in glove with the Congress and other allied Hindu organisa- 
tions in the country under the guise of interim change during the period of the war 
but in reality the object behind is to coerce the British Government at this critical 
moment to surrender and compel them to prejudge and torpedo the Pakistan 
demand of Muslim India. This will be a clear breach of the pledges given by His 
Majesty’s Government and recently reaffirmed by the Secretary of State for India, 
Mr. Amery, in his speech at Leeds on the 4th of February 1942 in the following 
words:- 3 

“That we shall stand by our pledges both by our general pledge as to 
India’s future freedom and also by our pledge to the different main elements in 
India’s national life that they shall not be coerced under a system of Government 
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which they are not prepared to accept.” 
The Working Committee deplore the method adopted by the Non-Party 


Conference and its President Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in levelling attack against Mr. 
Amery who as spokesman of His Majesty's Government has refused to resile from 
the solemn pledges given to the Mussalmans. 

The Working Committee trust that the British Government in spite of the 
present difficult war situation will not submit to coercive methods adopted by 
Hindu India and shall remain true to their pledges. 





| Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, held on the 3rd of April 1942 at the Subjects Committee Pandal 
Allahabad under the Chairmanship of Nawab Mohd. Ismail Khan Sahib. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


This Council of the All India Muslim League places on i 
sense of sorrow and grief at the sad and untimely Sener Nawab Sir tigen 
Khan of Mamdot, President of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League and member 
of the Working Committee of the All India Muslim League which is an irreparable 
loss to the country in general and the Muslim nation in particular and conveys its 
heartfelt condolences and sympathy to the members of the bereaved family. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


This Council of the All India Muslim Lea 
} gue expresses its profound sor- 
row at the sad death of K.S. Sir Rasul Bux Sahib of Sukkur, a fe of “a 
Council, and offers its sympathy and condolences to the bereaved family, 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan Sahib, Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League and Nawab 





Mohammed Ismail Khan Sahib be appointed to fill up vacancies i eas 
the All India Muslim League. 7 lias isieaeei aetna 
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Text of Resolutions of the meetings of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held from the 27th of March to the 11th of April 1942 at New 
Delhi and Allahabad. Mr. M.A. Jinnah presided at all the meetings. 


RESOLUTION NO.I. 


Resolved that the ban imposed on the following persons disqualifying them 
from becoming members of the All India Muslim League or any of its branches be 
fourth with lifted: 

Begum Hamida Momen M.L.C. 

Mr. Mukhlessurrahman M.L.C. 

Mr. Kader Bukhsh M.L.C. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


- The Working Committee of the All India Muslim Leauge have given their 
most earnest and careful consideration to the announcement made by Mr. Chur- 
chill, the British Prime Minister, in the House of Commons at the 11th of March 
1942 and the Draft Declaration of the War Cabinet of His Majesty’s Government 
regarding the future of India and also the interim proposals, being the critical 
period which now faces India, for the immediate participation of the leaders of the 
principal members of the Indian people in the counsels of their country. 

- The Committee appreciate that the British Prime Ministcr, in his pronoun- 
cement, made it clear that the Draft Declaration embodied only the proposals of 
His Majesty’s Government and not their decision, and that they are subject to 
agreement between the main clements in India, thus maintaining the validity of the 
declaration on the 8th of August 1940, which had promised to the Musalmans that 

















Foundations of Pakistan 


neither the machinery for the framing of the constitution should be set up nor the 
constitution itself should be enforced without the approval and consent of Muslim 
India. 
| The Working Committee, while expressing their gratification that the pos- 
sibility of Pakistan is recognised by implication by providing for the establishment 
of two, or more independent Unions in India, regret that the proposals of His 
Majesty’s Government, embodying the fundamentals, are not open to any 
modification and therefore no alternative proposals are invited. In view of the 
rigidity of the attitude of His Majesty's Government with regard to the fundamen- 
tals not being open to any modification, the Committee have no alternative but to 
say that the proposals in their present form are unacceptable to them for reasons 
given below. 
(1) The Mussalmans, after twenty-five years of genuine efforts for the 
reconciliation of the two major communities and the bitter experience of the failure 


_of such efforts, are convinced that it is neither just nor possible, in the interest of 


peace and happiness of the two peoples, to complex them to constitute one Indian 
Union, composed of the two principal nations. Hindus and Muslims—which ap- 
pears to be the main object of His Majesty’s Government, as adumbrated in the 
preamble of the Draft Declaration, the creation of more than one Union being 
relegated only to the realm of remote possibility and is purely illusory. 

(2) In the Draft Declaration a constitution-making body has been 
proposed with the primary object of cresting one Indian Union. So far as the 
Muslim League is concerned, it has finally decided that the only solution of India’s 
constitutional problem is the partition of India into independent zones, and it will 
therefore be unfair to the Musalmans to compel them to enter such a eonstirario: 
making body, whose main object is the creation of a new Indian Union, With 
conditions as they are, it will be not only futile but on the contrary may exacerbate 
bitterness and animosity amongst the various elements in the country. 

| Besides, the machinery which has been proposed for the creation of the 
constitution-making body, namely, that it will consist of members elected by the 
newly elected Lower Houses of the eleven Provinces, upon the cessation of hos- 
tilities, as a single Electoral College by the system of proportional representation, is 
a fundamental departure from the right of the Musalmans, hitherto enjoyed by 
them, to elect their representatives by means of separate electorates, which is the 
only sure way in.which true representatives of the Musalmans can be chosen. 

The constitution-making body will take decisions by a bare majority on all 
questions of most vital and paramount character involved in the framing of the 
constitution, which is a departure from the fundamental principles of justice and 





| 





contrary to constitutional practice so far followed in the various countries and 
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Dominions; and the Musalmans, by agreeing to this will, instead of exercising their 
right and judgment as a constituent factor, be at the entire mercy of the constitution 
making body, in which they will be a minority of about twenty-five per cent. 

(3) The right of non-accession to the Union, as contemplated in the Draft 
Declaration, has been conceded presumably, in response to the insistent demands 
by the Musalmans for the partition of India, but the method and procedure laid ~ 
down are such as to negative the professed object, for, in the Draft proposals, the 
right of non-accession has been given to the existing Provinces, which have been 
formed from time to time for administrative convenience and on no logical basis. 

The Musalmans cannot be satisfied by such a declaration on a vital ques- 
tion affecting their future destiny and demand a clear and precise pronouncement 
on the subject. Any attempt to solve the future problem of India by the process of 


evading the real issues is to court disaster. 
In the Draft Proposals no procedure has been. laid down as to how the 


verdict of the Province is to be obtained in favour of or against accession to the one 
Union; but in the letter dated the 2nd of April from the Secretary of Sir Stafford 
Cripps, addressed to the President of the All India Muslim League, it is stated that 
“a Province should reach the decision whether or not to stand out of the Union by a 
vote in the Legislative Assembly on a resolution to stand in. If the majority for 
accession to the Union is less than sixty per cent, the minority will have the right to 
demand a plebiscite of the adult male population.” In this connection it must be 
emphasised that in the Provinces where the Musalmans are in a majority, as in the 
case of the major Provinces of Bengal and the Punjab, they are in a minority in the 
Legislative Assemblies; and in the Assemblies of Sind and the North-West Frontier 
Province, the total number, namely, sixty, fifty respectively, is so small and the 
weightage given to the non-Muslims so heavy that it can be easily manipulated and 
a decision under such conditions cannot be the true criterion of ascertaining the 
real opinion of the Musalmans of those provinces. ) 

As regards the suggested plebiscite in the Provinces in which the Musal- 
mans are in a majority, in the event of the requisite majority not being available in 
the Legislative Assemblies, the procedure laid down is that reference shall be made 
to the whole adult population of the Provinces and not to the Musalmans alone, 
which is to deny them the inherent right to self determination. 

(4) With regard to the Indian States, it is the considered opinion of the 
Committee that it is d matter for them to decide whether to join or not to join or 


form a Union. | 
(5) With regard to the treaties to be negotiated between the Crown and 


the Indian Union or Unions, the proposals do not indicate as to what would happen 
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In case of disagreement on the terms between the contracting parties, nor is there 
any provision made as to what would be the procedure when there is a difference of 
opinion in negotiating a revision of treaty arrangements with the Indian States j 
the new situation. A 
(6) With regard to the interim arrangement, there is no definite Proposal 
except the bare statement that His Majesty's Government desire and invite fi 
effective and immediate participation of the leaders of the principal sections of site 
Indian people in the counsels of their country, of the Commonwealth and of ne 
United Nations. The Committee are, therefore, unable to express their o ‘sion 
until a complete picture is available. Another reason why the Committee are THe 
to express their opinion on the interim arrangements for participation in the coun 
sels of the country is that Sir Stafford Cripps has made it clear that the scheme ane 
through as a whole or is rejected as a whole and that it would not be ah Gi t 
retain only the part relating to the immediate arrangements at the centre a 
discard the rest of the Draft Scheme, and as the Committee has come to ‘ 
conclusion that the proposals for the future are unacceptable, it will serve no eh 
purpose to deal further with the question of the immediate arrangements. 
| In conclusion the Committee wish to point out that the position of the 
Muslim League has been and is that unless the principle of Pakistan scheme, as 
embodied in the Lahore.Resolution dated March 23,1940, which is now the etead 
of the All India Muslim League, namely. | i ‘ 

. “The establishment of completely Independent States formed by demar- 
cating geographically contiguous units into regions which shall be so constituted 
with such territorial readjustments as may be necessary, that the areas in which the 
Musalmans are numerically in a majority, as in the North-Western and Eastern 
zones of India shall be grouped together to constitute Independent States as Mus- 
lim Free National Homelands in which the constituent units shall be autonomous 
and sovereign; 

“That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards shall be specifically 
provided in the constitution for minorities in the above mentioned units and regions 
for the protection of their religious, cultural economic, political, administrative and 
other rights and interest in consultation with them; 

“That in other parts of India where the Musalmans are in a minority 
adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards shall be specifically provided in the 
constitution for them and other minorities for the protection of their raligiOlis, 
cultural, economic, political, administrative and other rights and interests in Gon: 
sultation with them,”is unequivocally accepted and the right of the Musalmans to 
self- determination is conceded by means of a machinery which will reflect the true 
verdict of Muslim India, it is not possible for the Muslim League to accept an 
proposal or scheme regarding the future. Ty ee 
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Text of resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held on the 8th of November 1942 at Gul-i-Raana, New 


Delhi, Mr. M.A. Jinnah Presided. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee regret that the Sind Muslim League Party in the 
Legislative Assembly and the Executive of the Sind Provincial Muslim League 
failed to carry out the instructions of the President regarding the formation of the 
Ministry in Sind according to the power conferred upon him by resolution No.22 of 
the Working Committee passed on October 2, 1939, but in view of the further 
developments that have taken place since October 1942, the whole matter is 
entrusted to a Committee consisting of Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan, Chairman, 
Hon’ble Mr. Husain Imam, Sir Nazimuddin, Choudhri Khaliquzzaman Sahib and 
Qazi Mohammad Isa Sahib to take such action in the matter as it may think proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The attention of the Working Committee has been drawn to a number of © 
cases where collective fines have been imposed or have been realised from the 
Muslims, who on the admission of Government themselves have kept themselves 
aloof as a community from the Civil Disobedience Movement that has been started 
by Congress. This action of some of the Provincial Governments is not in con- 
sonance with the policy of the Government as the Muslim League understands it. 
The various Provincial Muslim Leagues are hereby asked to collect such cases and 
make representation to the Provincial Governments concerned for redressing the 
wrong and, if they fail in their efforts to have justice done, to report the matter to 
the Honorary Secretary of the All India Muslim League for proper action. — 


381 




















~ Text of resolutions of the meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim 
League, held on the 9th of November 1942 at the Anglo Arabic College Hall, Delhi 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Council of the All India Muslim League places on record its deep 
sense of sorrow at the sad demise of Haji Sir Abdula Haroon, Maulana Qumar 
ahah Sahib, and Maulana Shah Ghulam Mohiuddin Sahib. Their death at this 
juncture is a great loss to the Muslim League. and the Muslim India has lost sincere 
and zealous workers in the cause of Islam. The Council expresses its deep sympathy 
with the members of the bereaved families. | | 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the resolutions of the Working Committee passed at the 
meetings held in April, August and November 1942 be approved. 


- RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that Khan Bahadur Mr. Momen and Mr. Mahboob should con- 
tinue as Joint Secretaries till the next Annual Sessions of the All India Muslim 
League. | | 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the President be authorised to fix date and place for the next 
Annual Sessions of the All India Muslim League. 
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RESOLUTION NO.) 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League strongly con- 
demns the aggressive and provocative behaviour of the Kashmir National Con- 
ference Party in attacking Muslims on Eid day at Srinagar, as also the attitude of 
the Kashmir Officials who contrived at the excesses committed by the Nationalists 
and took no adequate steps to check the ensuing unrest or to protect the life and 
property of peaceful citizens. 

This meeting of Council of the All India Muslim League is of opinion that 
this highly improper behaviour of the Kashmir National Conference Party and the 
attitude of the Kashmir Officials concerned and is clearly aimed-at undermining 
and crushing the perfectly legitimate attempt of the Kashmir Muslims to organize 
themselves under the banner of the Muslim Conference and is bound to lead on 
serious repercussions among the Muslims of India. This Council therefore, warns 
the Kashmir authorities against pursuing their policy against the Muslim Con- 
ference and its organisers, and demands firstly that suitable steps be taken at once 
to punish the aggressors, to help the aggrieved and to take proper action against 
the officials who failed to do their duty, and secondly, that an impartial Commission 
of Enquiry be appointed without delay to enquire into the cause and results of the 
recent disturbances and to-make recommendation with a view to preventing their 
recurrence and generally to helping the Muslims fully to pursue their rightful and. 
legitimate activities in the State. 

This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League urges upon 
the Government of India to warn the Kashmir Government against pursuing a 
policy which is bound to lead to grave unrest among the Mussalmans at this critical 
period and to persuade it to adopt instead an attitude of sympathy towards Muslim 


_ aspirations. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


| Resolved that a Committee consisting of Maulana Hasrat Mohani Sahib, 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Sahib, Mr. Abdul Hamid Sahib Qadri, Haji Nawab Jam- 
shaid Ali Khan Sahib and M. Abdul Hamid Sahib (Convener) be appointed to 
meet the Overseas Member of the Governor General's Executive Council to ex- 
plore the possibility of necessary arrangements being made for the Haj pilgrimage 
so as to create a sense of satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and report the result 
of the discussion to the President. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 
This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League views with 
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great concern the British attitude under the influence of Jewish Machination in st} 
not granting independence to the Arabs of Palestine which Britain had sai 1 
the time of its great need and stress, during the course of the last great aA aie 
ait. ie Council of the All India Muslim League regrets that inspite of the 
nee eclaration of fighting for justice and right of all nations to be independ 
which they claim as one of their war aims, it is trying to force the Jewish ons ii 
over the Arabs against their will, in direct violation of the pledges made mare 
war, and the principle it claims to fight for during the present war. Thi a te: 
doubt and suspect the bonafides of the United Nations as to their ita aia oe 
Further, this meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim Lee ; 
ae IRON with its policy to stand by its Muslim brothers, hereby calls u siti 
3ritish Government to honour their pledges and do justice to the Arabs PP ] ; 
mi Hy reels also assures its Arab brethren in Palestine that Muslim rae 
raisbiy them in their fight for their rights against the domination of international 
Note. Nos 5,6, and 8, of the Agenda y 
Supplementary Agenda were not stat ate ta Gabe cosas tl aa 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, held on the 7th of March 1943, at the Anglo Arabic College Hall, 
Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Council of the All India Muslim League places on record its deep 
sense of sorrow at the sudden and sad death of Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan who 
rendered very valuable services to the Muslim League and was a member of the 


Working Committee and this Council for a long time. 
The Council expresses its sympathy with the members of the bereaved 


family in their great loss. 
RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that Quaid-e-Azam Mr. M.A. Jinnah be elected President of the 
All India Muslim League for the next term. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League approves of 
the decision of the Sind Provincial Legislative Assembly in endorsing the principle 
of Pakistan Scheme adopted by the Lahore Resolution of the All India Muslim 
League on the 23rd of March 1940 and feels confident that before long the other 
Muslim majority Provinces will follow suit. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that the further discussion of the following resolution on the 
Agenda be postponed till the next meeting of the Council. 
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a baer cr of the All-India Muslim League resolves that in order t 
e¢ Mussalmans especially the masses more effecti i 
rt eC : e effectively and to im 
te sound and acute political consciousness and training, and also = re : 
os : en solidarity and contact between the Muslims of various Proving 
mmittee known as the Muslim Mass O isati i Ae 
hp nope rganisation Committee be formed with its 
— ree should undertake the following work:- 
It should help the Provinci man 
alsin p ncial Leagues to expand and improve their or- 
2. It should produce literature 
useful to the aims and id i 
League for the masses as well as for intelligentsia erm: 
3. It should send missions and ” 
orga 
tion of the Muslim League ideals. a ee 


4. It should bring about more contac ; 
ont ; 
miinbiofalllpactsottndiac’ ntact and solidarity between:the Mussal- 
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Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, held on the 23rd of April 1943, at the Anglo Arabic College Hall, 
Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohammad Ismail 
Khan Sahib and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib be appointed to fill up vacan- 
cies in the Council of the All-India Muslim League. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that the following resolution be referred to the Subjects Commit- 
tee for its consideration:- 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League resolves that in order to 
organise the Mussalmans especially the masses more effectively and to impart to 
them a sound and acute political consciousness and training, and also to bring 
about a greater solidarity and contact between the Muslims of various Provinces a 
Committee known as the Muslim Mass Organisation Committee be formed with its 
central office at Delhi. 

This committee should undertake the following work:- 

1. It should help:the Provincial Leagues to expand and improve their or- 
ganization. 3 
2. It should produce literature useful to the aims and ideals of the Muslim 
League for the masses as well as for intelligentsia. 

3. It should send missions and organise mass campaigns for the propaga- 


tion of the Muslim League ideals. 
4. It should bring about more contact and solidarity between the Mussal- 


mans of all parts of India.” 
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- Text of resolutions of the meetings of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League, held on the 13th and 15th of Nov. 1943 at Gul-i-Raana New 
Delhi under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee offer their sincere congratulation to the Presi- 
dent Mr. M.A. Jinnah on his providential escape and thank God Almighty for 
saving his life to lead and guide the Mussalmans of India. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee, having considered the recent correspondence 
that passed between the ex-Viceroy Lord Linlithgow and the President of the All 
India Muslim League regarding the situation in Kashmir and having heard the 
leaders of the Kashmir Muslim Conference headed by Chowdhry Ghulam Abbas 
Sahib, resolved that the President should take such further steps in the matter as he 
may deem necessary. | 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that a Committee consisting of Nawab Mohd. Ismail Khan Sahib, 
Chowdhri Khaliquzzaman Sahib and Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin Sahib be appointed 
to examine the constitution that has been framed for the Muslim League Party in 
the Punjab Legislative Assembly and report whether the constitution is in conform- 
ity with the fundamentdl principles, policy and programme of the All India Muslim 
League. In submitting its report the Committee will also consider the objections 
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that have been sent to the President against certain clauses of the constitution by 
Nawab Iftikhar Husain Khan Sahib of Mamdot, Mr. Karamat Ali and Mr. Mumtaz 
Daulatana and suggest such alterations, amendments or additions, if any, that it 
may consider necessary. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawabzada Liaquat Alt 
Khan, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman Sahib and Haji Sattar Haji Essak Seth Sahib be 
appointed to inquire into the present condition in which the Provincial, Muslim 
League and all its branches are working in the Central Provinces and Berar and 
take all measures to remove all differences and dis-agreements and take steps to 
put the whole organization on a firm and solid basis so that it may function effi- 
ciently and harmoniously. 


RESOLUTION NO.5 


Resolved that Qazi Mohd. Isa Sahib be appointed to examine the file 
relating to the Muslim Women’s Sub-Committee and submit his report after 
making necessary inquiry ip the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


The Working Committee, having considered the letter from the Secretary, 
Provincial Muslim League, Madras regarding disciplinary action against A.M. Al- 
lapichai Sahib resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohd Ismail 
Khan Sahib and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib be appointed to look into the 
matter and take such action as it may deem proper. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


Resolved that the statement of account for the year 1942-43 and the 
Budget estimates for the year 1943-44 be passed and Haji Essak Haji Sattar Sait 
and Mr. Husain Imam be appointed to audit the account. 
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| Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League, held on the 14th & 15th of November 1943 at the Anglo Arabic 
College Hall, Delhi, under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


“The Council of the All India Muslim League places on record its deep 
sense of sorrow and grief at the sad demise of Hazrat Maulana Mohammed Ashraf 
Ali Shah Sahib Thanavi. The late Maulana was a profound scholar and exponent of 
Islam an author of several hundred books on Muslim Theology and a spiritual 
guide of great eminence with lakhs of followers and disciples. The yeoman Services 


rendered by him, for the cause of Islam, through precepts and practices are too 


many to be enumerated. His death is mourned all the more as the late Maulana’s 
blessings and support to the Muslim League have proved very forceful in 
counteracting the vicious forces let loose by interested persons to break the 
solidarity of the Mussalmans of India. This Council offers fervent prayers to the 
Almighty that the departed soul may rest in abiding peace and continue to inspire 
those working for the consolidation of Muslim India. This Council conveys its 
sincere sympathy and condolence to the members of the late Maulana’s family as 
well as to his numerous Khalifas and innumerable disciples and followers.” 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


“This Council of the All India Muslim League strongly condemns the 
dastardly and insane assault made on the person of Quaid-i-Azam Mr. Muhammad 


Ali Jinnah in Bombay and thanks. Almighty God that He saved the life of our 


beloved leader. 
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“This Council of the All India Muslim League extends its sincere con- 
gratulations to the Quaid-e-Azam on his providential escape and prays that he may 
be spared long to guide the hundred million Muslims of India under his great 
leadership to their cherished goal of Pakistan.” 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


“Resolved that Quaid-e-Azam Mr. M.A. Jinnah be elected President of 
the All India Muslim League for the next term.” 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


“This meeting of the All India Muslim League Council emphatically 
demands from the Government of India that those chapters of Swami Dayanand’s 
book “Satyarath Prakash” which contain objectionable and insulting remarks 
against founders of religions, particularly against the Holy Prophet Mohammad 
(peace be upon him), be prescribed immediately. | 

Further resolved that the Honorary Secretary be requested to forward a 


copy of this resolution to the Government of India for immediate and effective 


action.” 
RESOLUTION NO.5 


“The Council of the All India Muslim League, after careful and earnest 
consideration, has come to the conclusion that the Khaksar organization, which was 
originally a purely social and religious organization, has shown by its writings and 


actions that it is now pursuing a general policy which is hostile and antagonistic to 


the policy of the All India Muslim League. In the circumstances, the Council resol- 
ves that no member of the Muslim League should hereafter join or continue to 


remain as a member of the Khaksar organization.” 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


“The Council of the All India Muslim League has learnt with alarm and 
misgivings that the Jewish Agencies have again started anti-Arab propaganda and 
are pulling the strings in America and England for further immigration of the Jews 
to Palestine to the detriment of the just and legitimate interests of the people of 
that country. This Council considers it necessary to remind the British Government 
that the re-opening of the immigration question will be directly in conflict with even 
the policy outlined in the White Paper and contrary to the solemn pledges given by 
the Ex-Viceroy Lord Linlithgow in his letter dated 27th June 1940 to Mr. M.A. 
Jinnah the President of the All India Muslim League in the following passage:- 
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“Finally, I would invite 

— 1 | your attention to the measures so far tak 
teres policy laid down in the White Paper of May 1939, namely Reatdal 
1on of Jewish Emigration since April 1939, in accordance with the provisions of ae 


White Paper and the enactment of legislation, last February, with which you will be 


ear from the references in the press and which was embodied in Command 
a 6180 controlling the transfer of land in the interests of Arab Aactoulbetie 

ou may rest assured that every consideration has been and will continue t be 
given by His Majesty’s Government to legitimate Arab claims.” ah 
a The Council emphatically warns the British Government that any furthe 
— done to the Palestine Arabs under Jewish or Foreign influence or b 
ieee ra — pledges held out to the Arabs from time to time wie 

resuit in the frustration of their national aspirati 
ons f 

greatly resented by the Muslims of India.” ° Senne aad 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


uae ig that the following resolution moved before the Council by S.M 
qi Sahib of Anker be forwarded to the S ‘ral 
gs De ecretary, Muslim League Central 
iy am Assembly Party for the consideration of the Sab cocites appointed 
y the said Party to look into the workings of the recent Dargah Acct: ERT 
ed? 4 , . 7 . : - 
— ‘om ry oe — eae happens to be an important spiritual centre of 
I waja Sahib’s Dargah is an all India instituti ith i 
overage itution with immense 
eee , it is bound to play a very conspicuous part in the impending 
: “ ree aa reformation of the entire Muslim Nation all over the Sub-con 
inent, but as the affairs of the Dargah have been i rae 
een influenced mainly by the activiti 
Hairs vilies 
ss a = with vested interests, they are continuously going from bad to 
, despite the recent Dargah Act. Therefore a 
| ) strong, competent and inde- 
ji ame be appointed to proceed at once to Ajmer, investigate matter 
spot formulate a scheme to improve the situati it t 
| on, and submit their report 
and recommendation before the next Annual meeting of the All India M al 
League.” * 


RESOLUTION NO.8 


if ua mecting of the Council of the All India Muslim League urges with all 
‘he emphasis at its command, upon His Majesty’s Government in particular and 
other Allied powers that the territories recently released from the control of tal 

viz Cerenacea, Libya, and Tripoli will not only be not handed back to Itélian 
Government but they would be constituted as independent sovereign states ; 


This Council is further of opinion that the vicious system of Mandates = 


should be abolished once for all and the countries of which the mandates were held 
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by Great Britain and France, viz Palestine, Syria and Lebanon will be restored to 
the people of these countries to set up their own sovereign Governments in these 
territories. 
Having regard to the oft-repeated declarations by the United Nations that 
they seek to liberate the subject nationalities, this Council demands that the United | 
powers should urge France to liberate Morocco, Algeria and Tunis.” 


RESOLUTION NO.9 


“This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League views with 
profound alarm the grave situation that has arisen in Lebanon as a result of the 
action of the French authorities in forcibly suppressing the demand of full 
autonomy by the Lebanese and views with satisfaction the clear declaration made 
by the British Government with regard to the recent developments that have taken 
place in Lebanon and re-affirming the solemn pledge guaranteeing the inde- 
pendence of the country. The Council further urges upon the British Government 
to take immediate steps to restore normal conditions and to secure full inde- 
pendence for the country and thus prevent the situation from getting worse.” 


RESOLUTION NO.10 


“The Council ofthe All India Muslim League having taken into considera- 
tion the present food situation in the country, particularly in Bengal, views with 
grave concern and alarm the tragic consequences resulting from it in Bengal and 
some other parts of the country, and emphatically urges upon the Government of 
India and the British Government to adopt, immediately, more vigorous and effec- 
tive measures to cope with the food problem in the country and to remove distress 
prevailing in Bengal and other parts of the country and further urges upon the 
Government to take effective precautionary measures against recurrence of similar 


condition either in Bengal or in any other part of the country. 
The Council calls upon the people of Bengal to give their whole- hearted 


support and co-operation to the present Ministry which is doing its very best for 
alleviating the distress prevailing in the Province and to prevent its recurrence in 


future. 
The Council appeals to the Mussalmans all over India to continue to give 


their help to the people of Bengal either in cash contributions or in kind.” 


Note:- 
Items Nos. 3¢ii), 3 (iii), 3(iv), 4(ii), 5,6 & 7 of the Agenda and Nos. 5 & 7 of 


the Supplementary Agenda were not moved. 
Items Nos. 4(i) and 9 of the Agenda and item No. 4 of the Supplementary 


Agenda were with drawn. 
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13. Molvi Abdul Hamid B.L., Ex-Minister, P.O. Sylhet, Assam 
14, Molvi Myeenuddin Chowdhary M.A.B.L., Molvi Bazar Sylhet, Assam. 
15. Molvi Abdul Hye B.L., P.O. Habiganj, Assam. 

16. K.S. Nurul Hussain Khan, Pleader, P.O. Habiganj, Assam. 

17. Molvi Fazlul Hug Selbaroshi, ‘Gugaveri’ Office, Sylhet. 

18. Abbas Ali Sarkar, P.O., Juria, Dist. Nowgong, Assam. 

19. M. Ajmal Ali, P.O. Sylhet, Assam. 

20. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, M.L.A., Fakirganj, Dhubri, Assam. 

21. M.A. Razzaque, P.O. Desangmukh, Dt. Sibsagar, Assam. 

22. Molvi Kajimuddin Ahmad, B.L., P.O. Barpita, Dt. Darang, Assam. 
23. Molvi Mujibur Rahman, P.O. Dhekiajulee, Assam. 

24. Molvi Syed Abdur Rauf, M.L.A., P.O. Barpeta, Assam 

25. Hon’ble Molvi Mudabbir Husain Chowdhry, Shillong, Assam. 























—_ Text of Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
uslim League, held at Karachi on the 24th of Dec. 1943, und 
eae, ora nder the Presidentship 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Resolved that the Banglore-Coorg Provincial Muslim Le 
to the All India Muslim League. ey aed 
Further resolved that Mr. Syed Abdul Rahman be elected as one of the . 
five members of Council from the Banglore-Coorg Province. 


RESOLUTION NO.2. 6. tm 4 


Ui en's a 
Resolved that the following be Clee as members of th the ( Council from Re ne 


Assam Province:- 

1. Hon’ble K.B. Sayedur Rahman, Shill 
2. Hon’ble Molvi Manuwar Ali Boe Sh 1¢ 
3. Hon’ble Molvi Abdul Matin atin Chowd! . 
4. Molvi Abdus Samad, P. 0: Fake af ist. Goal 
5. Molvi Abdur Rahman, M.L.A. Habigun jAssani. =e oe 
6. Alhaj Dewan Ahbab Chovdhry, P.O. Dahalia sylhet, Assa 
7. Hon’ble Sir Syed Saadullah, Premier Assam Govt. Shillo yar 
8. Mukbul Husain Chowdhari, M.L.A., P.O. Sunes ni Assam, se 
9, Molvi Badrul Haque, Mukhtar, P.O. Karimganj, Assam 
10. Mukabbar Ali Majumdar, B.L., P.O. Silchar, Assam = voir = as 
11. Khendaker Mumtazuddin, B sie Gauhati, Assam. pay tee 
12, Molvi Abdus Salam, G.O.CMN.G, P.O, Sylhet Asam 
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Text of Resolutions of the meeting of the Working Committee of the All 
India Muslim League held at Karachi on the 23rd, 24th and 27th of Dec. 1943 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A, Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee considered the representations made by certain 
members of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League challenging the validity of the 
meeting of the Council of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League held at Lahore on 
the 5th of December and the elections held at the said meeting. 

Resolved that a Committee consisting of Nawab Mohd. Ismail Khan Sahib, 
Chowdhary Khaliquzzaman Sahib and Qazi Muhammed Isa Sahib be appointed, 
with power to determine and decide the disputes in question after hearing the 
parties concerned, 

The Working Committee is unable to grant the interim injunction prayed 
for in the petition of objections submitted. 

A copy of the resolution be given to Dr. Mohammed Alam. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee considered the representation made by certain 
members of the Sind Provincial Muslim League objecting to the elections of the 
representatives from Sind to the Council of the All India Muslim League. 

Resolved that the sub-committee appointed, under resolution No. 1 to deal 
with the representation from the Punjab be authorised to decide the matter. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 
In pursuance of Resolution No. 1, passed by the Annual Session of the All 


? 


Text Of Resolutions 


India Muslim League held at Karachi from the 24th to 26th December 1943, the 


President appointed the following Committee for one year to immediately under- | » 


take the work of organizing, coordinating and unifying the various branches of the 
League under the entire Muslim League Organization in consonance with the con- 
stitution and rules and the policy and programme of the All India Muslim League. 

Nawab Mohammed Ismail Khan Sahib. 

(Chairman) 

Mr. G.M. Syed, 

Haji Abdul Sattar Haji Essak Sait Sahib Nawab Iftikhar Husain Khan 

Sahib of Mamdot. 

Qazi Mohammad Isa Sahib. 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib. 


(Convener) 
The Working Committee, with a view to facilitate the work of the 


Committee appointed by the President, hereby resolves to delegate the following 
powers to it :- 
(1) To appoint or institute Sub-Committees for carrying out such duties 
and functions as may be entrusted to them; 
(2) to control, direct and regulate all the activities of the various Provincial 
Leagues strictly in consonance with the aims, objects and rules of the All 
India Muslim League; 
(3) to take disciplinary action against any member of the All India Muslim 
League who violates the decisions of the league or acts in contravention of 
its aims and objects, subject to a right of appeal to the Council of the All 
India Muslim League; 
(4) to suspend, dissolve or disaffiliate any Provincial League which fails in 
its duties, infringes or ignores the decisions or directions of the Working 
Committee or the Council of the All India Muslim League or hinders the 
progress of the league in any manner whatsoever, subject to a right of 
appeal to the Council of the All India Muslim League; 
(5) to take disciplinary action against any Office-bearer of a Provincial 
League who fails in his duties, ignores the decisions or directions of the 
Working Committee of the All India Muslim League or hinders the 
progress of the League in any manner whatsoever, subject to a right of 
appeal to the Council of the All India Muslim League. 
In view of the appointment of the above mentioned Committee it is not 
necessary to constitute a separate All India Civil Defence Committee as its func- 


tions will also be exercised by this Committce. 














RESOLUTION NO.4 ; 
1 


Resolved that the following Central Parliamentary Board be appointed for 
one year as laid down in the Constitution: — 

(1) Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib, 

(2) Chowdhry Khaliquzzaman Sahib. 


i 
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(3) Hon’ble Mr. Hossain Imam. 


Text of Resolutions passed by the Working Committee of the All India 
Muslim League held at Mamdot Villa, Lahore on the 29th and 31st of July 1944 
under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. J innah, 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


Whereas numerous complaints and reports have been received from the 
Punjab alleging that (1) the Muslim League workers in particular and Mussalmans 
in general are being harassed by the permanent officials of the Government under 
the instructions of the present Unionist Ministry for carrying on their normal politi- 
cal activities and propagating Muslim League views and (2) that Government ser- 
vants are being pressed to use their official influence to collect funds by coercive 
measures, from the public for the so-called Zemindara Leagues which are purely 
party organizations, and (3) that public funds and the Government machinery are 
being utilized for party purposes in support of the present Ministry, and whereas 
these allegations, if they are true, would bring the permanent services into dis- 
repute and shake public confidence in their integrity and independence, the Work- 

. ing Committee of the All India Muslim League deem it necessary that an inquiry 
should be made by an impartial tribunal into these allegations in order to enable 
the Committee to take such steps as may be necessary. 

The Working Committee hereby appoint a Committee consisting of 
Hon’ble Mr. Hussain Imam, Member Council of State (Chairman), Hon’ble Mr. 
Raza-i-Karim, Member Council of State and Advocate (Bengal), and Syed Abdul 
Rauf Shah Sahib M.L.A. (C.P.), to hold an inquiry into these complaints and al- 
legations and submit their report to the Honorary Secretary for being placed before 
the Working Committee. 
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RESOLUTION NO.2 


sauttnibenan ne re of the All India Muslim League considered the 
st Duly 10d, arol-alea sabe the Sind Provincial Muslim League passed on the 17th 
— le a. the Working Committee passed on the 7th July, and they 
Sa eee a = oe G.M. Syed, the President of the Provincial Muslim 
salut <a Sch in ie salecouaes ee . corruption and malpractices 
ters of administrative and legislative dni embodied in that resolution are mat- 
fin he ttm th ald be ped ree ase ees 

ague 


Party in the Sind Assembl 
y by Sir Ghul 5 
CA) tits tesedat, y ulam Hussein Hidayatullah, Leader of the 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the Statement 
of Accounts for the ye - 
budget for the year 1944-45, as presented by the train serene 


passed. y Secretary may be 
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Text of resolutions passed at the meeting of the Council of the All India 
Muslim League held at Barkat Ali Hall, Lahore on the 30th of July 1944 under the 


Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 
RESOLUTION NO.1 


This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League places on 
record its profound sense of grief at the sad and sudden demise of Maulvi 
Mohammed Bahadur Khan Sahib in whom Muslim India has Jost a sincere, trusted 
and zealous worker for the cause of Islam and Mussalmans, a talented orator of the 
highest order, a great organizer and a staunch supporter of the All India Muslim 
League. The yeoman services rendered by him to the Mussalmans of Hyderabad in 
particular and to those of other Indian States in general are too many to be 
enumerated. His death at this critical period in the history of Muslim India is an 
irreparable loss to the Millet. 

This Council prays to the Almighty God that the departed soul may rest in 
abiding peace and conveys its sincere sympathy and condolence to Begum Bahadur 
Khan and other members of the family as well as to Anjuman Ittihadul Muslimin 
and the All India States Muslim League of both of which he was Founder and 
President. 
(The Honorary Secretary placed before th: Council for its information the 
resolutions passed by the Working Committee at its meeting held at Karachi on the 


23rd, 24th and 27th of December, 1943). 
RESOLUTION NO.2 


Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Nawab Mohammed Ismail 
Khan Sahib, Mr. M.A.H. Ispahani and Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan Sahib be 
appointed to fill up vacancies in the Council of the All India Muslim League. 
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RESOLUTION NO.3 


Resolved that the President All India Muslim League be authorised to fix 
the place and date of the next annual session. 


RESOLUTION NO.4 


(a) This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League demands 
from the Government of India to make arrangements for Haj this year, failing 
which Mussalmans of India would be constrained to think that their religions affairs 
are being tampered with, as the pretexts of the insecurity of the voyage are unac- 
ceptable keeping in view the success that the Allies are gaining. 

| (b) This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League further 
considers it essential to observe a ‘Haj Day’ throughout the country in order to 
express their religious sentiments and susceptibilities of the Mussalmans and to 
press upon the Government of India for making necessary arrangements this year 
for the intending pilgrims. | ; 


"RESOLUTION NO.5 


| This meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League condemns the 
action of the Governor of the Punjab in dismissing Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan, as 
apart from the question of his power to dismiss an individual Minister by virtue of 


the power conferred upon him under Section 51 of the Government of India Act, 


he never furnished the particulars of allegations or charges against Sardar Shaukat 
Hayat Khan, nor did he allow him any opportunity to give his explanation or 
defence before dismissal, which is the inherent right of every citizen according to 
the rules of natural justice, thereby casting grave reflection on his honour nee 
giving any reasons or grounds for his action and decision and in spite of repeated 
demands calling upon the Governor to place the full facts of the case before the 
public, he has declined to do so. 

- The Council, therefore, calls upon the Government of India and the 
British Government to recall the Governor as he is no longer qualified to hold this 
high office of great responsibility and has been guilty of abusing his extraordinary 
and reserve powers vested in him by the constitution embodied in the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 


RESOLUTION NO.6 


? This Council of the All India Muslim League approves and endorses the 
action taken by the Committee of Action in expelling Hon’ble Mr. Malik Khizar 
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Text Of Resolutions 


Hayat Khan, Premier of the Punjab from the Muslim League for his utter disregard 
of the wishes of the Muslims of India in general and the Muslims of the Punjab in 
particular and for having acted in contravention of the rules, aims and objects of 
the All India Muslim League and also contrary to the decision of the League 
authorities that a member of the Muslim League cannot owe allegiance to two 
political parties, and notes with contempt that Hon’ble Khizar Hayat Khan has not 
even cared to place his case before the Council of All India Muslim League which 
is the highest national Tribunal, consisting of several able and eminent jurists and 
instead desires to refer his case to a judge out side the national Council which 
evidently means that he 1s ashamed of facing the Muslim Nation on this issue and 


accepting its verdict. 


RESOLUTION NO.7 


This mecting of the Council of the All India Muslim League emphatically 
against the notificatiens of the U.P., C.P., Bihar and Bombay Governments 
whereby very hard restrictions have, by mis-representing the intention of the 
Central Government, been imposed on the slaughter, or purchase for slaughter, of 
animals and which, while not useful for the desired end, have resulted in the supply 
of bad and unwholesome meat to non-vegetarian communities and wherein Hindu 
officials have found a means for giving vent to their communal feclings and harass- 
ing Cattle-dealers in a number of ways. The result of this notification has been that 
the price of meat has shot up much above the purchasing capacity of the poor. This 


‘he Council therefore demands that either these orders are withdrawn 


mecting of i 
or else they are so interpreted and clarified as may be acceptable to the Provincial 
incial Leagues to adopt 


Leagues of the respective Provinces and calls upon the Prov 
ways and means to ward off these hardships. 

Note. Items Nos. I, II, II, IV (2), IV (3), VI), VI (2), VI (5), VII (1), Vil 
(2), and VII (3) of the Agenda were not moved. Items Nos. V and VI(3) were 
given by the Chairman of the Committee of Action 
ommittce of 


protests 


withdrawan after an assurance 
that the subject matter of these résolutions will be placed before the C 


Action for its consideration and necessary action. 

















Text of resolutions passed at the meetings of the Working Committee of 
the All-India Muslim League held on 30th and 31st March and 4th and 6th April, 
1946 at Gul-i-Raana, New Delhi under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee considered the letter dated 18th March, 1946 
placed before them by the President of the All India Muslim League which he had 
received from the Private Secretary to H.E. the Viceroy inviting him “and such 
other representative or representatives, if any as the Muslim League may desire to 
appoint” to meet the British Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy on the 4th of 
April, 1946. The Committee decided that the President alone should meet the 
Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy. 


RESOLUTION NO.2 


The Working Committee, after examinating the: food situation in the 
country, fully endorse the offer of complete co-operation which the President of the 
All India Muslim League has made in the matter of facing serious danger of food 
shortage. 

The Committee call upon the Muslim League organisations throughout the 
country to co-operate fully and give every assistance, in the name of suffering 
humanity, to save the country from starvation, irrespective of political controversies 
and party politics. 


RESOLUTION NO.3 
The Working Committee strongly disapprove of the policy adopted by the 








Government in not taking immediate steps to release Captain Abdul Rashid and 
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other LN.A. men as the reviewing authority had committed a great error, “a 
criminating between their cases and that of Mr. Shah Nawaz who was convic rn! 
a graver offence, on the plea of the degree of brutality in the case of Captain : u 
Rashid and others, which is neither legally nor morally tenable. The Working Com- 
mittee call upon the Viceroy to intervene and, if no other course is open, to grant 


pardon to them and remit their sentences. 
RESOLUTION NO.4 


i ommittee of the All India Muslim League place on record 
eae t the sudden and tragic death of Malik Barkat Ali, One 
, d an ever loyal member of the Organisation. 
< and his death is an irreparable loss to the 
cal juncture in the history of Muslim 
thy and condolences to the 


their deep sense of sorrow a 
of the staunchest Muslim Leaguers an 
He rendered great and self less SeTVICeS anc 
Muslim Nation especially at this most criti 
India. The Committee offer their sincere sympa 


bereaved family. 
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Text of resolutions passed at th 
. 7 € meetings of the Working C 
_e “ -India Muslim League, held on the 25th & 28th April, and ‘ih Giant ~ 
, at New Delhi and Simla under the Presidentship of Mr. M.A. JINNAH . 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


The Working Committee considered the following letter dated 27th April 
1946 placed before them by the President which he had received from Lord 
Pethick-Lawrence, the Secretary of State for India. 


Text of Letter, dated 27ih April, 1946. 


on “The Cabinet Mission and H.E. Viceroy have carefully reviewed the 
opinions expressed to them by the various representatives they have interviewed 
and have come to the conslusion that they should make one further attempt to 
obtain agreement between the iviuslim League and Congress. : 
“They realise that it wouid be useless to ask the two parties to meet unless 
they were able to place before them a basis of negotiation which could lead to such 
an agrecinent. 

7 “I am, therefore, asked to invite the Muslim League to send four 
negotiators to meet the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy together with a similar 
number from the Congress Working Committee with a view to discussing the pos- 
sibility of agreement upon a scheme based upon the following fundamental prin- 
siples: | 3 ice 

“The future constitutional structure of British India to be as follows: 
“A Union Government dealing with the following subjects: Forcign Af- 





fairs, Defence and Communications. There will be two groups of Provinces, the onc 
p] 
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of the prodominantly Hindu Provinces and other of the predominantly Muslim 
Provinces, dealing with all other subjects which the Provinces in the respective 
groups desire to be dealt with in common. The Provincial Governments will deal 
with all other subjects and will have all the residuary sovercign rights. 

“It is contemplated that the Indian States will take their appropriate place 
in this structure on terms to be negotiated with them.” | 

“It would point out that we don’t think it either necessary or desirable 
further to elaborate these principles as all other matters could be dealt with in the 
course of the negotiations. | 

“If the Muslim League and Congress are prepared to enter into negotia- 
tions on this basis you will perhaps be so good as to let me know the names of the 
four people appointed to negotiation on their behalf, As soon as I receive these I 
will let you know the locus of the negotiations which will in all probability be in 
Simla, where the climate will be more temperate.” 

The Committee after full discussion requested the President to send a 
reply to the said letter embodying the views of the Committee and authorised him 


to nominate representatives to attend the Conference on behalf of the All-India 


Muslim League. 
The President accordingly sent the following letter to Lord Pethick- 


Lawrence. 
Text of latter dated 29th April, 1946:— 
I thank you for your letter of April 27, which I placed before my Working 


Committee yesterday morning. 

My colleagues and I fully appreciate the further attempt that the Cabinet 
Mission and H.E. the Viceroy are making to bring about an agreement between the 
Muslim League and Congress by proposing a meeting of the representatives of the 
two organisations for the purpose of negotiating an agreement. 

They, however, desire me to invite your attention to the position taken up 
by the Muslim League since the passing of the Lahore resolution in 1940 and 
successively endorsed by the All India Muslim League sessions and again by the 
Convention of Muslim League Legislators, as recently as April 9, 1946, as per copy 
enclosed. 

The Working Committee desire to point out that many important matters, 
both of principle and detail, in your brief letter, require elucidation and clarifica- 
tion, which, in their opinion, can be achieved at the mceting proposed by you. 

Therefore, without prejudice or commitment, the Working Committee, in 
their anxiety to assit in finding an agreed solution of the Indian constitutional 
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problem, have authorised me to nominate three representatives on behalf of the 
Muslim League to participate in the negotiations. The following are the four 
names: Mr. M.A. Jinnah Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali 
Khan, and Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. 


RESOLUTION NO. 2 


a “The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League view with great 
indigration the recommendations of the Arab-American Joint Committee of In- 
quiry on Palestine which constitute a monstrous outrage against the Arabs, in as 
much as they seek to deprive the Arabs of their Homeland by the use of fores and 
are a clear violation of the solemn and unequivocal pledges given by the British 
Government to the Arabs themselves and also to the Muslim India. 

The Working Committee call upon the British Government to reject the 
recommendations of the Committee as any attempt to implement them will create a 
grave situation not only in the Middle-East but also in India where the Muslims are 
pledged to help the Arabs of Palestine against aggression.” 


RESOLUTION NO. 3. 


The Working Committee after careful consideration of the two points 
referred to them by the Committee of Action in connection with the model Con- 
stitution for Provincial Muslim Leagues framed by the Committee of Action 
decided (1) that the members of the Working Committee of the various Provingial 
Muslim Leagues should be nominated by the President of the Provincial Muslim 
League concerned from amongst the. members of the Council of that Provincial 
Muslim League and (2) that all the Muslim members of the Provincial Legislative 
Assembly and Council, if any, of a Province as well as all Muslim members of the 
Central Legislative Assembly and Council of State elected from the Province shall 
be ex-officio members of the Council of that Provincial Muslim League provided 
they are primary members of the Muslim League and have joined the Muslim 
League Legislative Party of the Province or the Muslim League Central Legislative 
Assembly or Council of State Party, as the case may be. 


RESOLUTION NO. 4. 


The Working Committee after hearing from the President on the 13th 
May, 1946 an account of what had happened during the Tripartite Conference held 


at Simla from the Sth to 12th of May, 1946 Jully endorsed the stand taken by the = 


Muslim League Delegation. 
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Text of Resolution passed by the Council of the All India Muslim League 
at its meeting held on the 5th. & 6th. of June 1946 at the Imperial Hotel, New Delhi 
under the Presidentship of Quaid-i-Azam M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION NO. 1 


This meeting of the Council of the All-India Muslim League, after having 
carefully considered the statement issued by the Cabinet Mission and Excellency 
the Viceroy on the 16th May 1946, and other relevant statements and documents 
officially issued in connection therewith; and after having examined the proposals 
set forth in the said statement in all their bearings and implications, places on 
record the following views for the guidance of the nation and direction to the 
Working Committee. | 

That the references made and the conclusions recorded in paragraphs 
6,7,8,9,10 and 11 of the Statement concerning the Muslim demands for the estab- 
lishment of full sovereign Pakistan as the only solution of the Indian Constitutional 
problem, are unwarranted, unjustified and unconvincing, and should not therefore 


have found place in a State Document issued on behalf and with the authority of 


the British Government. 
These paragraphs are couched in such a language and contain such mutila- 


tion of established facts that the Cabinet Mission have clearly been prompted to 
include them in their Statement solely with the object of appeasing the Hindus in 
utter disregard of Muslim sentiments. Furthermore, the contents of the aforesaid 
paragraphs are in conflict and inconsistent with the admissions made by the Mis- 
sion themselves in paragraphs 5 and 12 of their Statement, which are to the follow- 


ing effect: 
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First, the Mission “were greatly impressed by the very genuine and acute 
anxiety of the Muslims lest they should find themselves subjected to perpetual 
Hindu majority rule.” 

Secondly, “this feeling has become so strong and widespread amongst the 
Muslims that it cannot be allayed by mere paper safeguards.” 

Thirdly, “if there is to be internal peace in India it must be secured by 
measures which will assure to the Muslims a control in all matters vital to their 
culture, religion, economic or other interest.” and 

Fourthly,“very real Muslim apprehensions exist that their culture and 
political and social life might become submerged in a purely unitary India in which 
Hindus with their greatly superior numbers, must be a dominating element.” 

In order that there may be no manner of doubts in any quarter the Council 
of the All-India Muslim League reiterates that the attainment of the goal of com- 
plete sovereign Pakistan still remains the unalterable objective of the Muslims of 
India for the achievement of which they will, if necessary, employ every means in 
their power and consider no sacrifice or suffering too great. 

That, notwithstanding the affront offered to Muslim sentiments by the 
choice of injudicious words in the preamble of the Statement of the Cabinet Mis- 
sion, the Muslim League, having regard to the. grave issues involved, and prompted 
by its earnest desire for a peaceful solution, if possible, of the Indian constitutional 
problem, and inasmuch as the basis and the foundation of Pakistan are inherent in 
the Mission’s Plan, by virtue of the compulsory grouping of the six Muslim Provin- 
ces in Sections B and C, is willing to co-operate with the constitution making 
machinery proposed in the scheme outlined by the Mission, in the hope that it 
would ultimately result in the establishment of complete sovereign Pakistan. and in 
the consummation of the goal of independence for the major nations, Muslims and 
Hindus and all the other people inhabiting this vast Sub-Continent. 

It is for these reasons that the Muslim League is accepting the scheme and 
will join the Constitution making body, and it will keep in view the opportunity and 
the right of succession of Provinces or groups from the Union which have been 
provided in the Mission’s Plan, by implication, The ultimate attitude of the Muslim 
League will depend on the final outcome of the labours of the Constitution-making 
body, and on the final shape of the Constitutions which may emerge from the 
deliberations of that body jointly and separately in its three section. 

The Muslim League also reserves the right to modify and revise the policy 
and attitude set forth in this resolution, at any time during the progress of delibera- 


tions of the Constitution-making body, or the Constituent Assembly, or thereafter, 
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if the course of the events so require, bearing in mind the fundamental principles 
and ideals hereinbefore adumbrated to which the Muslim League is irrevocably 
committed. 

That, with regard to arrangements for the proposed interim Government 
at the Centre, this Council authorises its President to negotiate with His Excellency 
the Viceroy and to take such decisions and actions as he seems fit and proper. 
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Text of resolution passed by the Working Committee of the All India 
Muslim League at its meeting held at Gul-i-Raana, New Delhi on the 9th of June 
1946 under the Presidentship of Quaid-i-Azam M.A. Jinnah. " 


RESOLUTION NO.1 


| Resolved that the Central Parliamentary Board of the All India Muslim 

: League shall select candidates for Constitution-making Bodies in consultation with 
| the Presidents of the Provincial Muslim Leagues and the Leaders of the Muslim 
| League Parliamentary Parties in the various Provincial Legislatures subject to such 

| modifications as the President of the All India Muslim League may consider proper 
| whose decision shall be final. | 
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Text of the resolution passed by the Working Committee of the All India 
Muslim League at its meeting held in Delhi from 7th to 14th October 1946 under 
the Presidentship of Quaid-e-Azam M.A. Jinnah. 


RESOLUTION 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League resolve that the 
following draft of the letter dated 13th October 1946 to be sent to the H.E., the 
Viceroy by the President of the All India Muslim League be approved:- 


DEAR LORD WAVELL, 

The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League have considered 
the whole matter fully and I am now authorised to state that they do not approve of 
the basis and scheme of setting up the Interim Government which has been decided 
by you, presumably with the authority of His Majesty's Government. 

Therefore, the Committee do not and cannot agree with your decision 
already taken, nor with the arrangements you have already made. 

We consider and maintain that the imposition of this decision is contrary 
to the Declaration of August 8, 1940, but since according to your decision, we have 
a right to nominate five members of the Executive Council on behalf of the Muslim 
League my Committee have, for various reasons come to the conclusion that in the 
interests of Mussalmans and other communities it will be fatal to leave the entire 
field of administration of the Central Government in the hands of the Congress. 
Besides, you may be forced to have in your Interim Government Muslims who 
would not command the respect and confidence of Muslim India which would lead 
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to very serious consequences: and, lastly, for other very weighty grounds and 
reasons, which are obvious and need not be mentioned, we have decided to 
nominate five on behalf of the Muslim League in terms of your broadcast dated 
August 24, 1946 and your two letters to me dated 4th October, 1946 and 12th 
October 1946, respectively, embodying clarifications and assurances. | 
Yours sincerely, | 
(Sd.) M.A, JINNAH | 
| 


Resolutions passed by the All-India Muslim League Working Committee | 
at Karachi on 31st January, 1 and 2 February, 1947. 


| RESOULATION NO.1 |f 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League have given care- 
ful consideration to the Statement issued by His Majesty's Government on Decem- 
ber 6th, 1946, the resolutions passed thereafter by the Congress Working Commit- 
tee on December 22nd, 1946, 2) and by the All-India Congress Committee on | 
January 6th, 1947 3) the spceches delivered by responsible leaders of the Congress 
at the A.I.C.C. session referred to above, and the proceedings of the Constituent 
Assembly during its two sessions so far held and record their views as follows:- 

By their Statement of December 6th, His Majesty’s Government admitted | 
that the interpretation which the Muslim League had always put on paragraphs 1 | 
19(V) and 19 (VIII) of the Cabinct Mission’s Statement of May 16th was the | 
correct one and accord with the intention of the Cabinet Mission and His Majesty’s 

¢ Government. By that Statement it was always [?also] proved that the Congress, on 
the other hand, had “put forward a different view” and therefore had not accepted 
what His Majesty's Government themselves described as “this fundamental point”, 
namely, that decisions in the Sections, included in each Group, “should, in the | 
absence of agreement to the contrary, be taken by a simple majority vote of the | 
representatives in the Sections”, His Majesty’s Government, furthermore, added | | 
that “this statement, as so interpreted, must therefore be considered as essential | 
part of the Scheme of May 16th for enabling the Indian people to formulate a 1 | 
constitution which His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to submit to | | | 

| 

| 

| 











Parliament.” Accordingly, in their Statement of December 6th, they urged the Con- 
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gress to accept “this reaffirmation of the intention of the Cabinet Mission”, or j 
the alternative to refer the point to the Federal Court at a very early date. a 
In their Statement of December 6th, His Majesty’s Government also af 
firmed that the Congress had agreed that other questions of interpretation of the 
Statement of May 16th which might arise might be referred by either side to 1 
Federal Court whose decisions should be accepted, and, on the assumption th ; 
Congress had agreed to this procedure, His Majesty's Government asked the Mus. 
lim League also to agree to it in order to ensure that “the procedure both in the 


Mission’s Pla n ” y Vi ith the Cabinet 


Thirdly, His Majesty's Government, in the last paragraph Statement of 


December 6th, reiterated the fact that “there has never been any prospect of su 

cess for the Constituent Assembly except upon the basis of the agreed procedur 5 
and they repeated the assurance: “Should the constitution come to be framed aa 
Constituent Assembly in which a large section of the Indian population had a 
been represented, His Majesty’s Government would not, of course contemplate-as 
the Congress have stated they would not contemplate-forcing such a constitution 
upon any unwilling parts of the country”. The meaning and the application of this 
assurance was further clarified by Sir Stafford Cripps in his speech in the House of 
Commons on December 12th, 1946, 4) when he said: “But the Government also 
had to envisage the possibility in the clause in the final paragraph of the Statement 
This was perhaps a statement of the obvious-that if the Muslim League could nib 
be persuaded to come into the Constituent Assembly, the parts of the count 

where they were in a majority could not be held to be bound by the results” ‘ 
. aa maces by the issue of this statement by His Majesty's 

overnment was that the onus of taki : 
suasane cal of taking the next step fell on the! Congteaer they 


(1) to accept honestly and unequivocally the correct inteipteta ionver 


paragraphs 19 (V) and 19 (VIII) of the Cabinet Mission’s Statement of | 
May 16th, which interpretation had been already accepted by the Muslim _ 


League, or torefer the point tothe Federal Court,. | | 
(2) to reaffirm that they accepted the procedure for the settling of other 
questions of interpretation that might arise, so that the decision should 
accord with the basic and fundamental principles of the Scheme of 16th 
May, 1946, namely, that either side could refer such questions to the 
Federal Court whose decisions would be binding on all concerned, and 
(3) to postpone the session of the Constituent Assembly which had been 
called for the 9th December, 1946, pending settlement of the dispute over 
fundamental points of principle and procedure which had been brought 


Text Of Resolutions 


to the fore by the Statement of December 6th and the correct 
interpretation of which the Congress had not accepted, as was made clear 
in the Statement, there being no prospect of success for the Constituent 
Assembly without such agreement, particularly, on the part of the 
Congress. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League regret to note 
that the Congress have reacted to the situation created by the Statement of Decem- 
ber 6th in a manner which shows that they are determined to adhere to their own 
views and interpretations of fundamental provisions in the Cabinet Missiun’s State- 
ment of May 16th, which militate against clearly expressed intentions and inter- 
pretations of the authors of that Statement as well as of His Majesty's Government 
as a whole and which destroy the very basis on which the constitutional plan set 
forth in that Statement had been drawn up. By their resolution of December 22nd 
the Congress Working Committee rejected the suggestion that the point in dispute 
should be referred to the Federal Court if Congress did not accept “this reaffirma- 
tion of the intention of the Cabinet Mission”, and that Committee decided to 
convene a meeting of the All-India Congress Committee for the purpose of giving 
a decision on the issues raised by the Statement of 6th December. The Working 
Committee of the Congress, however, in their resolution indulged in an attack on 
the British Government for their renewed interpretation and clarification which 
had called the Congress bluff, and on the Muslim League for no other fault except 
that its stand had been at last vindicated. 

The All-India Congress Committee, by its resolution passed on January 
6th, purported “to agree to advise action in accordance with the interpretation of 
the British Government in regard to the procedure to be followed in the Section”, 
about which there never was any doubt in the mind of any sane and honest person, 
but it immediately added the following qualifying clauses: 

“It must be clearly understood, however, that this must not involve any 
compulsion on a Province and that the rights of the Sikhs in the Punjab should not 


~ be jeopardized.” . 


“In the event of any attempt at such compulsion, a Province or part of a 
Province has the right to take such action as may be deemed necessary in order to 
give effect to the wishes of the people concerned. 

“The future course of action will depend upon the developments that take 
place and the A.I.C.C., therefore, directs the Working Committee to advise upon it, 
whenever circumstances so require, keeping in view the basic principle of provin- 
cial autonomy.” 

These qualifying clauses, in the considered opinion of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All-India Muslim League, confer the right of veto within the Section 
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on a“a Province”, and what is more absurd-on “a part of a Province”, as well as on 
the Sikhs in the Punjab, and therefore they completely nullify the advice or so- 
called “acceptance” by the Congress of the December Statement, and this A.I.C.C. 
resolution is no more than a dishonest trick and jugglery of words by which Con- 
gress has again attempted to deceive the British Government, the Muslim League 
and public opinion in general. 

The question or issue was a very simple one. What was required was a 
straight and honest answer--and not these evasions, equivocations and camouflage. 
When one of the two major contracting parties to the questions whether the Con- 
gress honestly and sincerely agreed to the proposals of the 16th May as clarified by 
His Majesty's Government on the 6th December 1946, and whether they were 
prepared to honourably abide by them and carry out the letter and spirit of the 
proposals which were put before the two major parties by the British Government, 
who were merely acting as mediators, as, unfortunately the two major parties had 
failed to come to any agreement at Simla and the Conference at Simla had broken 
down. 

Of the second point in His Majesty’s Government’s Statement of Decem- 
ber 6th, namely, the procedure whereby either side could refer other questions of 
interpretation to the Federal Court, the resolution of the A.I.C.C, makes no men- 
tion, but the mover of the resolution, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, on being questioned 
on the second day of the A.I.C.C.’s deliberations as to whether the Congress had 
agreed to this procedure, categorically answered in the negative and declared: 

“Apart from this, in view of recent developments and the Statement of 
December 6th, which produces a new situation I am not prepared to admit for an 
instant that we have agreed to any future procedure about references. Whatever the 
future brings we shall have no consider it. I should like to make it perfectly clear 
that we are giving no assurance about any references in regard to any other matters 
to the Federal Court....We are not going to commit ourselves at the present mo- 
ment to any reference to the Federal Court or to any other authority. We shall 
decide- -or the Constituent Assembly shall decide--as we think best in the cir- 


cumstances.” 
With regard to the 3rd point, namely, that “if a constitution came to be 


framed by a Constituent Assembly in which a large section of the Indian population 
had not been represented”, such a constitution would not be forced upon any 
“unwilling parts of the country”, the A.I.C.C. resolution, in paragraphs 3, complete- 
ly distorts the meaning and application of this principle and makes this an excuse to 
instigate a section of the population of Assam, the North-West Frontier Province, 
the Sikhs and even Baluchistan, to revolt against decisions that might be taken by 
the relevant Sections sitting as a whole and by simple majority vote. In the opinion 
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of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League the subsequent 
decision of the Assam Provincial Congress not to abide by the procedure laid down 
for Sections and its reiteration that “the Constitution for Assam shall be framed by 
her own representatives only” 5) is a direct result of this instigation and is a step 
taken by Assam Congressmen in collusion with the All-India leaders of the Con- 
gress. , 

The Constituent Assembly met on the 9th December and subsequent dates 
and thereafter on the 20th January and subsequent dates and has already taken 
decisions of vital character so far as il is known to the public; and as some of the 
sittings were held in camera it is very difficult to get correct information-as to what 
other resolutions it has passed or what decisions it has already taken. It has passed 
a resolution known as Independent Sovereign Republic Resolution 6) laying down 
the objectives. 

It is not only a proclamation of India as an independent sovereign republic 
but it lays down fundamentals of ‘the constitution as was admitted by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the mover of the resolution. It is a very vital resolution. It lays 
down the essentials of the next constitution; several things which are mentioned 
there are fundamentals of the constitution. It speaks of a republic or “Union”, 
functions and powers vested in the “Union” or as are inherent or implied in the 
Union and resulting thercfrom, and talks of present boundaries states and present 
authoritics, the residuary powers, powers being derived from the people, minority 
rights and fundamental rights. These are undoubtedly fundamentals of the con- 
stitution and they are beyond the limit of the powers and the terms of the scheme of 
the Cabinet Mission of 16th May and the resolution is therefore illegal, ultra vires 
and not competent to the Constituent Assembly to adopt. 

Next, it has appointed several committees and has proceeded to elect 
Advisory Committee, referred to in paragraph 20 of the Statement of the Cabinet 
mission and the Viceroy on the rights of citizens, minorities, tribal and excluded 
areas. Further it has appointed a Steering Committee and various other Commit- 
tees and as some of the decisions have been taken in camera it is very difficult to 
say what resolutions it has passed or decisions it has taken. It has also passed the 
“Rules of Procedure” and assumed control of Sections by means of these rules for 
which there is no warrant or justification, particularly Rule 63, which runs as fol- 


lows:- 
“63(I) The Assembly shall, before finally settling the Union Constitution, 


give an opportunity to the several Provinces and States through their Legislatures 
to formulate, within such time as it may fix, their views upon the resolutions of the 
Assembly outlining the main features of the Constitution or, if the Assembly so 
decides, upon the preliminary draft of the Constitution, decision to set up a Group 
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Constitution for the section in which the Province is included is finally taken, an 
opportunity shall be given to the Province concerned through its Legislature to 
formulate, within such time as may be fixed for the purpose, its views-- 

(a) upon the resolutions outlining the main features of the Constitution or, 
if the majority of the representatives of the Province in the Assembly so desire, 
upon the preliminary draft of such Constitution, 

and 

(b) upon the preliminary decision of the Section concerned as to whether a 
Group Constitution shall be set up for the Provinces included in the Section and, if 
so, with what provincial subjects the Group should deal.” 

And newly, it has appointed a Committee to define the scope of the Union 
subjects whereas the position was made quite clear, immediately after the state- 
ment of the 16th May was issued, by the Secretary of State for India in his broadcast 
and by Sir Stafford Cripps at his Press Conference where he read out an ex- 
planatory statement. Both of them stated in the clearest possible terms, the time 
and manner in which group constitutions were to be framed by the sections con- 
cerned before the Union Constitution was taken up. the Secretary of State said:7) 

“After a preliminary meeting in common, these representatives of the 
Provinces will divide themselves up into three Sections. These Sections will decide 
upon Provincial and Group matters. Subsequently they will reunite to decide upon 
the constitution for the Union.” 

“So the three sections will formulate the Provincial and Group constitu- 
tions and when that is done they work together with the States” representatives to 
make the Union Constitution. That is the final phase”. And the Union is strictly 
confined to three subjects. | 

It is clear from the above that the Constituent Assembly, in which only the 
Congress Party is represented, has taken decisions on princples and procedure some 
of which exceed the limitations imposed by the Statement of May 16th on the Con- 
stituent Assembly’s functions and powers at the preliminary stage and, which, fur- 
ther impinge upon the powers and functions of the Sections. By taking these 
decisions in the Constituent Assembly and by appointing packed Committees con- 
sisting of individuals chosen by the Congress, the Congress has already converted 
that truncated Assembly into a rump and something totally different from what the 


Cabinet Mission’s Statement had provided for. 

In view of these facts and circumstances the Working Committee of the 
All-India Muslim League are definitely of the opinion that the Congress, by reject- 
ing this final appeal of His Majesty’s Government to accept the correct interpreta- 


tion of fundamental procedure of the Cabinet Mission’s Statement of May - ch —— 
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and by having already, by the resolutions and decisions taken in two sessions, 
converted the Constituent Assembly into a body of its own conception, has 
destroyed all fundamentals of the statement of the 16th May and every possibility 
of compromise on the basis of the Cabinet Mission’s Constitutional Plan, the Work- 
ing Committee accordingly call upon His Majesty's Government to declare that the 
Constitutional Plan formulated by the Cabinet Mission as announced on May 16th 
has failed because the Congress after all these months of efforts have not accepted 
the statement of 16th May 1946, nor have the Sikhs, nor the Scheduled Castes. 

The proposals of 16th May could only be given effect to and carried out if 
the two major parties agreed to accept them. The Congress had not and have not 
accepted and do not accept them, although the Muslim League had accepted by 
their resolution the statement of 16th May 1946, as far back as 6th June 1946. But in 
view of the fact that the Congress refused to accept the proposals in toto and 
unequivocally, the Muslim League had to withdraw its acceptance on the 29th of 
July 1946. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League are, therefore, 
emphatically of the opinion that the elections to, and thereafter the summoning of 
the Constituent Assembly, in spite of strong protests and most emphatic objections 
on the part of the Muslim League, was ab initio void, invalid and illegal as not only 
the major parties had not accepted the statement but even the Sikhs, and the 
Scheduled Castes had also not done so; and that the continuation of the Con- 
stituent Assembly and its proceedings and decisions are ultra vires invalid and 


~ illegal, and it should be forthwith dissolved. 


In view of these facts and circumstances the Working Committee are clear- 
ly of opinion that as the Congress as a major contracting party has not accepted the 
statement of 16th May 1946, as clarified by the Statement of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment of the 6th of December 1946, no useful purpose will be served by summoning 
a meeting of the Council of the All-India Muslim League to reconsider its decision 
of the 29th of July 1946, whereby it had withdrawn the acceptance of the Cabinet 
Mission’s plan of 16th May 1946. 


RESOULATION NO.2 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League have noted with 
dismay and indignation that the Governments and officials in Congress governed 
Provinces have not only failed to protect the life and property of Mussalmans in 
these Provinces, is evidenced by the continued daily stabbings of the Mussalmans 
in the city of Bombay and Ahmedabad for over five months and the massacre of the 
Mussalmans at Gurhmukteshwar and in the Kolaba District of Bombay Province 
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and oppression and harassment of Mussalmans at other place in U.P., C.P. and 
Madras but have also been undermining their economic interests in the distribu- 
tion of daily necessities of life, which have come under the direct control of Provin- 
cial Governments. Mussalmans are deliberately insulted and oppressed in these 
Provinces and treated as suspects. There is wanton interference in their religious 
observances on onc pretext or another. A systematic altempt is being made to 
crush the spirit of Mussalmans by subjecting them to innumerable hardships and 
sufferings. The Working Committee call upon the Governments concerned to take 
immediate steps to put an end to law-lessness and organised attacks on the Mussal- 
mans and devise means of providing effective protection to their person and 
property and safeguarding their legitimate, religious, political, economic and social 
interests. The Working Committce further urge upon the Governors of the said 
Provinces to safeguard the interests of the Muslim minorities, which is incumbent 
upon them by virtue of the powers vested in them for discharging their special 
responsibilities under the Government of India Act, 1935, under which the Con- 
gress Governments have come into power. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League express their 
deep sense of pride on the courage, fortitude and endurance shown by the Mussal- 
mans in the Provinces in which they are in a minority, in not only patiently and 
cheerfully suffering loss of life and property, but injustice and harassment by the 
majority in many other ways affecting their interests. The Working Committee are 
confident that the Mussalmans in these Provinces will continue to stand firm and 
united im resisting oppression and injustice at the hands of the tyrannical majority 
for the freedom of Muslim India. The Working Committee further deplores the loss 
of life, injuries causes to persons, and destruction of property and deeply sym- 
pathises with the sufferers. The Muslim League will do all in their power to help 
them in every way possible. 0 


RESOLUTION NO.3 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League strongly con- 
demn the barbarous atrocities, committed by the Congress Government in Assam, 
on thousands of immigrants by forcible mass evictions of immigrants from the 
so-called Professional Grazing Reserves and Govt. waste land, by demolishing their 
houses and driving them to wilderness, rendering them homeless and destitute. 

The Working Committee further record their emphatic condemnation of 
the inhuman practice resorted to by the Government of Assam, of selling by auc- 
tion the paddy and the food crops of the immigrant cultivators, thereby depriving 


them of the fruits of month’s of labour, of their sole means of subsistence, and = 
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exposing to starvation the families and children of the cultivators. 

The Working Commitice urge upon the Govt. of Assam to put an immedi- 
ate stop to these inhuman evictions and auction sales and allow settlement of Govt. 
waste land and excess land in the Professional Grazing Reserves, to those cul- 
tivators who have spent time and labour in reclaiming their waste lands, built their 
homestands and own crops there. It is a matter of great surprise to the Working 
Committee that the Assam Got. persist in its policy of oppression of the immigrant 
cultivators, at a time when there is such acute food shortage in India, necessitating 
appeal to foreign countries for relief from distress in this country and not utilising 
its own productive resources. 


RESOULTION NO. 4 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League strongly con- 
demn the acticn taken by the External Affairs Department of the Government of 
India in imposing a fine of Rs.75009/- in cash, surrender of 75 rifles and the delivery 
of 40 hostages on the tribes on the border of Hazara. This action is out of all 
proportion to the requirements of the situation and the demand for hostages in the 
20th century is barbarous and reminiscent of medieval ages. The Working Commit- 
tee are surprised at the adoption of these methods for terrorising the independent 
people of the tribal areas. The Working Committee have also learnt with concern 
the methods of frightfulness adopted by the N.W.F.P. Government in levving and 
realising collective fines in a manner calculated to crush the Mussalmans of the 
Frontier Department of the Government of India and the N.W.F.P. Government to 
give up their inkuman and terrorising policy. 


RESOULTION NO. 3 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League have noted with 
grave concern the serious situation developing in the Punjab where thousands of 
Muslims, men and women, are courting arrest every day all over the Province as a 
protest against the suppression of their political rights and civil libertics and against 
continued provocations offered to them by the Provincial Ministry. 

One of these provocations, which deeply stirred the feclings of Muslims in 
the Punjab and outside, was the order promulgated by the Punjab Governinent on 
January 24 and since withdrawn, declaring the Muslim National Guards an unlaw- 


ful Association. The Committee strongly condemn this order which amounted toa | 


direct and most high-handed attempt to suppress the activities of the Muslim 
League in the Punjab. The National Guard is a body of volunteers organized by 
Muslim League to assist in peaceful and legitimate political and social control and 
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forms part of the Muslim League organization. the Working Committee congratu- 
late the Punjab Muslims on having successfully resisted this insulting order and 
secured its withdrawal. The Committee, however, cannot overlook the fact that the 
mere withdrawal of this order makes no improvement in the general conditions 
prevailing in the Punjab and involving, on the one hand, persistent and widespread 
persecution of Muslims for political reasons by the Ministry and, on the other hand 
almost total denial to them of these constitutional methods of self-expression pa 
criticism of the Government by the opposition which are the essential basis of 
democracy. 

The present Ministry which is a fundamentally unrepresentative and un- 
popular one and which is a creation of combination of groups hostile to the Muslim 
League which is the largest party and the Muslims in the Punjab generally, in its 
fear of free public opinion and democratic principles and in order to maintain itself 
in office in defiance of the wishes and rights of the politically awakened majority in 
the Punjab, resorting with growing recklessness to the Fascist methods of gagging 
public opinion, suppressing normal civil and constitutional liberties of the people 
and persecuting its political opponents. 

For a long time now the Provincial Legislature has practically ceased to 
function except for the purpose of hurried voting on the budget once in a year, the 
Opposition being given absolutely no opportunity of bringing forward non-official 
proposals, A ban on public meetings under Section 144 of the Cr, P.C. practically 
throughout the Province has long been a normal feature of the administration. A 
so-called Public Safety Ordinance, which reduces civil liberties and the liberty of 
the Press to a farce, has been promulgated on a false pretext. The fact that the 
powers vested in the Government and its officials, under this. Ordinance, are ac- 
tually being used to put down an agitation for the restoration of civil liberties in the 
Province has thoroughly exposed the falsehood of the pretext for promulgating it. 
It is significant that the Muslims are the principal suffers from all these bans and 
restrictions on fundamental civil rights and normal political activity because the 
other communities can influence the administration through their chosen repre- 
sentatives in the Ministry. | 

At the same time the Ministry has been carrying on a widespread ‘cam- 
paign of persecution, coercion and intimidation against workers and supporters of 
the Muslim League with the object of disrupting and breaking up the political 
solidarity of Muslims, Its war upon the united political front of Muslims in the 
Punjab has imposed untold suffering on numerous Muslims, particularly in the 


rural areas of the Province. Thousands have been and are being even refused any 


ration of controlled commodities, like sugar and kerosene oil, and otherwise per- 
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secuted because they are members or supporters of the Muslim League. Muslim 
public servants from Gazetted Officers down to clerks and petty village officials, 
who refuse to act as the tools of the Ministers in their political war upon the 
Muslim League, are being harassed, humiliated and removed from positions of 
responsibility. 

Keeping in view the situation thus created in the Punjab, the Committee 
have no doubt that the responsibility for the present serious developments in the 
Punjab rests solely on those who have practically blocked every channel of constitu- 
tional political activity for Muslims and made it impossible for them to exercise 
their ordinary civil rights or to hold and express freely their political opinions, 
thereby reducing democracy in the Punjab to a mockery. 

The Working Committee express their whole-hearted sympathy for Mus- 
lims of the Punjab in their sufferings and trails. It is the Committee’s considered 
opinion and earnest advice to Muslims that they should maintain a perfectly non- 
violent, disciplined, firms and dignified attitude in their protest against repression 
and coercion and the suppression of democratic freedom in their Proyince. 

The Working Committee wish to make it absolutely clear that the objec- 
tives of the Punjab Muslim League’s present movement are confined to securiny 
the restoration of normal civil liberties in that province and involve no inter-com- 
munal issue at all, The Committee warn Muslims as well as non-Muslims to be on 
their guard against attempts which may be made out of mischievous motives or 
because of misapprehensions, to give the present situation in the Punjab a colour of 
‘nter-communal strife or to import irrelevant communal controversies into it and 
feel confident that no community will lend itself to be dragged into this conflict by 
the machinations of those who want to discredit the Muslim League. 

The Working Committee most earnestly urge and call upon the Punjab 
Government to forthwith withdraw all restrictive measures on political activities 
and not to misuse the special powers conferred by the Punjab Public Safety Or- 
dinance 1946 and release all those who have been imprisoned, arrested or detained 


in this connection, 


RESOULTION NO.6 © 


The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League express deep 
sense of sorrow, grief and horror at the great Bihar mass slaughter of the Muslims 
in tens of thousands and on the most inhuman barbarities perpetrated against their 
men, women and children on an unprecedented scale, The Working Committee 
convey this profound and heartfelt sympathies to the Bihar Muslims in general and 
to those in particular whose relations have been killed or injured and assure the 
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sufferers, refugees and survivors of cvery possible help from Muslim India for their 
rehabilitation. 

. The Working Committee most strongly condemn the Bihar Government 
for this utter failure to give protection to the Muslims for over two weeks when all 
conceivable methods of oppression were allowed to be perpetrated against thier 
women and children in many cases under the closest possible vicinity of the Thanas 
and often in presence of police officials. Even now after the carnage, the Congress 
Government have not taken steps to allay the fears of the sufferers by taking drastie 
action against the culprits and implementing schemes which instill poskanaee in 
the minds of the afflicted Muslims of Bihar. The Bihar Government should realise 
that those Muslims whose houses have been destroyed and whose relations have 
been butchered maimed and injured cannot be expected to return to their villages 
and provision must be made for them by exchange of lands or acquisition of lands 
or otherwise to settle them in areas where Muslims sull continue to live and where 
they are in sufficient numbers to protect themselves against repetition of such 
incidents. 

7 This Working Committee after careful examination and consideration of 
facts in their possession are definitely of the opinion that the Bihar carnage was a 
well organised and cleverly planned schethe which was executed in all its gruesome 
details with the active participation of some highly placed Congress ona aa 
calls upon the authorities to immediately appoint an impartial judicial et ant of 
the highest order to investigate the whole matter as a Fact Finding Commission as 
demanded by the Bihar Provincial Muslim League in its resolution of Desens 
1946 and January 1947. 
| The Working Committee further affirm the demand of the Bihar Proyin- 
cial Muslim League made in its resolutions of December 1946 and January 1947 
and are of the opinion tht unless those demands are met the confidence of the 
Muslims will not be restored and they will not feel safe in the Province. The 
Working Committee therefore call upon the Governor of Bihar to use his special 
powers for the protection of minority and adoption of measures for giving them a 
sense of complete security. They further urge upon the Viceroy to discharge his 
special responsibilities and see that the Governor of Bihar uses his special powers 
for the protection of the Muslim minority in Bihar in a manner that may assure the 
safety of their honour, life and property. 

The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League further demand 
that the Bihar Ministry should immediately adopt the following steps for the 
prevention and repetition of such carnage. 

1. Arrest and detention in jail of murdercrs and culprits of heinous offenses 
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who are still roaming about frecly applauding the misdeeds and 
cancellation of bail in all such cases and their trail by special tribunals 
which may inspire confidence in the justice of the tribunals. 
2. Imposition of punitive tax or collective fines onthe majority community in 
the affected areas and binding down of instigators and those from whom 
there is further apprehension as a deterrent and preventive measure to 
prevent recurrence of such carnage. 
Release on bail of the Muslims whose kin have been killed or and who 
have been arrested for defending themselves and their relatives. 

4. Supplying of Muslim officers and Muslim armed police force with trucks 
toenable Muslim men and women volunteers to rescue abducted Muslim 
girls. 

5. Toaccept the plan of the Muslim League and Central Relief Committee 
of establishing big pockets to consolidate the Muslim population with 
certain safeguards. 

6. Theentrustment of investigation in the hands of non-Hindu officers with 
amachinery for expeditious investigation. . 

7. Immediate award to affected and displaced Muslims of adequate 
compensation according to their respective status and position to build 
houses in the centers of the pockets of their choice and granting them 
sufficient amount to able them to buy household effects and implements 
of husbandry according to their respective needs. 

8 The offer of all facilities and help including acquisition of lands for the 
rehabilitation of Muslims from the affected and apprehended areas. 

9, Granting of sufficient funds for establishment of Muslim women and 
children homes for accommodation, support, training, education and 
maintenance of women who have become widows and of children who 
have become orphan due to this carnage. 

10. Granting of licenses for firearms to at least 10 per cent of the Muslim 
population wherever the big pockets of consolidated Muslims are 
established. 

11, Setting up of Police stationin such areas manned by Muslim officers with 
at least 50% Muslim armed police force. 

Pending a decision by the authorities concerned the Working Committee 
of the All India Muslim League advise the Muslims of Bihar to consolidate their 
population by shifting to larger Muslim villages. Even in the affected areas they 
advise the Muslims not to evacuate their larger pockets and concentration in urban 


areas till further advice. 
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ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING 
Delhi, June 9-10, 1947 


On June 3, 1947, Lord Mountbatten broadcast statement of His Majesty’s 
Government embodying the Plan for the Transfer of Power to the peoples of India 
and Pakistan. The meetings of the Working Committee were held immediately 
thereafter. Eventually the Council of the All India Muslim League met at New 
Delhi on June 9, 1947. The proceedings have been reproduced in Volume II of the 
Foundations of Pakistan at pages 566 to 568. 

Recently, Mr. Mohamed Raza Khan has disclosed details of the proceed- 
ings and specially the observations of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah which 
are being reproduced alongwith the resolution adopted: | 

The President, Mr. M.A. Jinnah, in his speech; placed the June 3 plan 
before the meeting for acceptance or rejection. He explained the salient points of 
the plan, and also background of the whole negotiations. He cautioned the mem- 
bers that it was entirely in their discretion and it was their inherent right either to 
accept or reject it. But one thing he made clear; nobody could suggest any altera- 
tion or modification, as it would not be accepted. It was indeed a compromise 
settlement or agreement by the various parties, and naturally, one party could not 
open the matter and suggest any alterations or changes, however reasonable or 
logical they might be. Not a comma would be changed or added; the scheme was 
either accepted or rejected in toto. There was a heated discussion and some 
demanded that the League should not accept the partition of Bengal or the Punjab. 

Maulana Hasrath Mohani also opposed the plan. He was not clear in his ideas but 
the President gave him a good deal of indulgence because of his sufferings, 
_ sacrifices and age. When some members interrupted Hasrath Mohani, Mr. Jinnah 
called them to order. Several members who opposed the plan asked how they were 
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justified, having assured the Muslims of East Punjab and West Bengal that these 
areas would become part and parcel of Pakistan in now allowing the areas to go to 
India. What would be the reaction of these Muslims and their future? Till the 
previous month they had taken it for granted that they would form part of Pakistan. 
Those who spoke in favour of the scheme, said, however we have Pakistan with 
Punjab and Bengal divided or no Pakistan at all.” They further stressed that the 
President of the Muslim League had tried his best to the last to prevent partition of 
the Punjab and Bengal, but all the forces had been ranged against him. They added 
that the Congress and other parties were only anxious to see that on that basis the 
‘League should reject the scheme so that the status quo may be maintained and 
power passed on to one Central Authority, which would be the Congress. In the 
course of the discussion a young man supporting strongly the acceptance of the 
Plan dwelt on the Sulah-i-Hudiabia” between the Holy Prophet and the Quraish. It 
was done as a compromise without giving up the-principles; ultimately it proved to 
be right and very helpful. 

But the Quaid-e-Azam stopped him saying that he was not giving a proper 
account and the right interpretation. He himself explained to the meeting what the 
famous pact was and its implication and its bearing in the present context of the 
proposition before the House; whether to accept the plan or not. Members of the 
Council were amazed at his knowledge of Islamic history, and the way he dealt with 
the matter. Indeed it was a masterly exposition of an important event in Islamic 
history, an event during the lifetime of the Holy Prophet. From the trend of discus- 
sions it was obvious that barring a few, the House was for accepting the June 3 
scheme. 

Mr. Jinnah was seen busily drafting the important resolution to be placed 
before the house for adoption. Just then a commotion was caused on the lawns of 
the Imperial Hotel. A batch of young Khaksars, no doubt misguided, rushed into 
the compound, perhaps to attack the League leaders, particularly the President, 
Mr. Jinnah. Their grouse was that the League was likely to accept a truncated 
Pakistan and allow the partition of the Punjab and Bengal. The police had to resort 
to a lathi-charge and also to use tear gas. Still a few managed to avoid or dodge 
the police and ran through the corridors and reception rooms and caused some 
damage to crockery and furniture. A few of the Khaksars rushed into the hall 
unnoticed where the meeting was going on; and they seemed to be bent upon 
attacking the leaders. The Muslim League National Guards, who were in the hall, 
took position. As soon as the Khaksars rushed in, some were bodily dubled and 
thrown out. It was indeed pathetic to see some of them bleeding or dealt with 
severely by the police. It was all due to the misguided action of their leader. Allama 
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Mashriqi, who unnecessarily wanted to interfere in politics. He was also respon- 
sible for giving wrong direction to followers. These Khaksars, were dupes of their 
leader, did things at his behest, not knowing what they were doing. One could only 
sympathise with them. When this drama was being enacted, both inside the hotel, 
and on the lawns, there was commotion in the meeting place. But still Mr. Jinnah 
did not bother to know; much less ask, what was going on. When some members 
stood in their seats just to see what it was all about, he calied them to order and 
everybody sat in his place. All the time he was engrossed in civing the final touches 
to the position. The general manager of the hotel came to him and wanted to tell 
him what was happening. He immediately brushed him aside saying that he was 
least concerned with what was happening in the hotel. He was concerned only with 
the meeting and the proceedings in the hall. 

As the debate proceed, the consensus was for acceptance and such of the 
extermists as had been advocating the rejection of the plan were losing ground. 
They were in a small minority of hardly ten. 

Summing up the proceedings of the day, Mr. Jinnah gave a dispassionate 
analysis of the plan and advised the members to accept it. He said, “True it is that 
Bengal and the Punjab are to be divided, only one district of Assam will be incor- 
porated in Pakistan, no doubt much against our will and cherished desire, but the 
scheme is there. Your demand has been conceded. You may accept or reject it. 
Before taking a decision please realise what you have achieved. It is indeed some- 
thing unparalleled in the history of the world.” 

On the eve of the meeting of the Council of the Muslim League, Mr. Birla, 
a leading businessmen and industrialist, issued a pamphlet showing the disparity in 
the industrial development of areas which were to constitute Pakistan and India. It 
stated that though Jute was grown considerably in East Bengal almost all the jute 
mills were in and’around Calcutta which was to be in West Bengal. So also about 


cotton mills. Though the best variety of cotton was grown in West Punjab, there 


were only two cotton mills in that area. The position was much worse in the matter 
of coal, iron and other industries. Possibly his idea was that economics has a way of 
blunting the rough edges of politics; and sooner or later it will do so in the case of 
the new State of Pakistan. The author of the pamphlet wanted that the realities of 
the situation, particularly in the economic field, should be borne in mind by the 
Muslim League members, and he hoped that they would soon realise what a back- 
ward area, particularly in the field of industries they were going to have in the new 
State of Pakistan. 

Mr. Jinnah read the pamphlet line by line and explained what it meant. Ir 
a dramatic way he said it was for that reason that Muslims were having a separate 


430 


All India Muslim League Council Meeting 


State to develop according to their genuis. He added, what a sad commentary it was 
that Muslim areas though so rich in the cultivation of jute, cotton, rice and other 
commodities were so backward having been neglected all along. He said, “We 
thank Mr. Birla for his efforts in getting a pamphlet of the type.” 

He thanked the members of the Council for their unstinted support and 
implicit confidence in his leadership. He made mention especially of the support 
which he had from the minority Provinces particularly the United Provinces. When 
Mr. Jinnah was giving a resume of the scheme and implications, and the great task 
ahead, his attention was diverted by a query from a Maulana about the future 
constitution of Pakistan. There were more than twelve religious dignatories, oc- 
cupying the front row. One of them asked the question. Mr. Jinnah was silent for a 
minute and said, “Maulana Sahibs. these are all matters political and constitutional. 
Have faith in us. Leave it to us and we will do the job. It is our affair and I can 
assure you that the Constituion of Pakistan would be based on the high Islamic 
principles and ideals.” He was cheered from all sides of the house. The Mualanas 
were also satisfied. 

With a voice choking with emotion and feeling he said, “I, as your Field 
Marshal, have been leading the battle of Pakistan. The battle has been won. My job 
‘s finished. I is over. Time has now come for the Field Marshal to disappear from 
the scene.” The whole house stood as one man and shouted. “No! No!” Some in the 
audience could not control themselves and tears trickled down from the eyes of 


many By 400 votes to eight, the Council of the Muslim League passed the resolu- - 


tion, accepting the fundamental principles of the Plan. 

The resolution noted with satisfaction that the Cabinet Mission plan had 
been abandoned, and naturally, the only course was the partition of India, as 
proposed by His Majesty’s Government’s plan for transfer of power. 

The President was given full power and authority to accept the fundamen- 
tal principles of the plan as a compromise and the Council empowered him to take 
all the steps and decisions necessary in that connection. Everything inclusive of the 
appointment of Governor-General of Pakistan was left to Mr. Jinnah to decide. 
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